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Late winter and spring were quiet in Bearley but just as this magazine was going to press the Shipston Town Band 
was due to hold a concert at the Village Hall on April 14th.  Shipston Town Band celebrated its centenary in 2012 
and has won many competitions in the process. I would like to express the appreciation of the community to Friends 
of Bearley Village for organising yet another event for promoting the community spirit, in addition to their annual 
Summer and Winter Fayre events. There will be an article about the concert in the July Beacon but I understand that 
there is an excellent selection of music to be enjoyed and I am sure that the event will be a resounding success.

In this May edition you will find news of several events happening this summer. There’s the mammoth 4-day Bible 
Readathon from Monday 11th June to Thursday 14th June, at St James’ Church, Snitterfield, open to all residents of 
Bearley; the annual Bearley Village Fete on Saturday July 14; and the National Gardens Scheme Open Gardens on 
Sunday August 5th. All of these events will only be successful if lots of us do our best to help in some way, whether 
it’s by reading, growing plants, making cakes, manning a stall, or just turning up on the day. Don’t forget to make a 
note of the dates!

If you like real ale, there are several beer festivals coming up. The Boar’s Head at Hampton Lucy is holding its 
annual festival during the late May Bank Holiday weekend ( Friday 25th – Monday 28th May).There will be up to 20 
beers and 5 ciders to try as well as food. The Snitterfield Arms has its annual Snitt Fest on Saturday 16th and Sunday 
17th June where you will find plenty of beer, food and music. On page 31 is an advertisement for the 12th Stratford-
upon-Avon Beer and Cider Festival to be held at Stratford Racecourse on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th July. This is 
always a very happy occasion, especially if the weather is good, as it was last year.

As always, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon.  I 
really would be grateful for any contributions of articles, or photos including ones for the front or back cover which 
are appropriate to the season, for future magazines.  The Pets’ Page struggles on – but where are these photos of 
your pets?  Just email what you have to the email address below and I will then contact you. Lastly, thank you again 
to those who distribute the Beacon and special thanks to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail 
bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the July issue is 31st May.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page   £20.00
¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page   £8.50
¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Save the 
date!

Date Event 
Venue Time

2nd Tuesday Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm-4pm

2nd Thursday Bearley WI 
Village Hall 7.30pm

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. At the time 
of press the website is still being worked on but we are 
hoping that it will be relaunched at the Bearley Annual 
Parish Meeting on Monday 16 April.  Hopefully by the 
time you get this magazine, the website will be up and 
running.  Try it and see!



Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Keith Newton, Willow Reach, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0EX, Tel: 07852 868915

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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 CountyCouncilReport
Council Tax
WCC voted in favour of a 4.99% increase in Council Tax in February 2018 of which a 2% increase has been 
ring-fenced to help fund the increased pressures on Adult Social Care and Children’s Services.  This will 
represent an increase of £1.25p per week on a Band D property.

Stratford on Avon District Council is increasing its element of the council tax by 1%, Warwickshire County 
Council (WCC) by 4.99%, and the Police and Crime Commission (PCC) by 6.25%. The element of Council 
Tax which goes to WCC is £1363.68 per annum for a Band D property; SDC is £137.07, PCC is £203.98 
and Bearley PC is £82.09, which means the full council tax rate for a Band D property in Bearley will be 
£1786.82

The 6.25% increase by the PCC follows an extensive consultation with residents throughout Warwickshire 
and equates to an extra £1 per month and means the force can retain around 33 police officer posts that 
might otherwise have been lost.

Due to the success of Warwickshire’s growing economy and its prudent management of finances, the county 
is on a sound footing to protect important frontline services and in particular the most vulnerable people.  
The following additional investment was also agreed at the Budget Meeting in February:

• Invest £300,000 over two years in Mental Health, Drug and Alcohol services. 

• Invest £200,000 to attract £12million into digital fibre optic hubs in 20 schools. This will allow the schools 
    and surrounding communities to benefit from a broadband experience at new superfast Gigabit speed.

• Invest £330,000 into dedicated provision for school based Special Education needs. A local approach to 
    keep vulnerable children in their own school community.

• Invest £108,000 to maintain Sunday opening in WCC’s main libraries and support the volunteers and 
    community groups that operate from these libraries. WCC will also invest £100,000 in digitalisation of 
    its heritage collection, linking the villages and towns of Warwickshire, the 100th Anniversary of the end 
    of World War 1, and Coventry City of Culture – this will enable the county to keep a record and cherish 
    the memories of Warwickshire folk.

• Last year WCC created the Capital Investment Fund. In 12 months WCC has been able to invest up to 
    £30m extra in projects and this investment fund will be continued.
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Community Grants
It has been announced that each member’s community grant is being increased to £6000 in 2018, so now is 
the time to be thinking ahead and consider projects and initiatives which could benefit from grants ranging 
from £250 - £1000.  Applications will be invited in the summer.  Last year my community grants scheme was 
used to help people with dementia by setting up a dedicated allotment, youth services and sports kit, sports 
equipment, playground equipment and enhancing community facilities.
 

Anne Parry
07917 117737 anne@anne-parry.co.uk

Over the past few months councillors have been working to agree a new budget for 2018/19. Cabinet and full 
council have now approved an increase in council tax of 1% which is below government recommendations. 
Following two years of nil council tax rises members voted for this small increase to help fund, in particular, 
housing issues covering the need for affordable homes in the district with an initiative to set up a new council-run 
affordable homes company. The increase will also help fund action on homelessness, support for the Citizens 
Advice Bureau and the provision of temporary housing for families in need as housing benefit undergoes change. 
The new council tax demands were sent to all households in late March. 

As usual, the council continues to work on planning issues following adoption of its core strategy. Part of this is 
the preparation of a Site Allocations Plan which identifies additional potential development sites which could 
come forward, if for some reason, the larger development sites identified in the strategy fail to be delivered. 
For residents in this ward it is nothing to worry about as greenbelt villages are most likely to be excluded but I 
will keep a close eye out as the plan progresses. The plan does include confirmation of built-up area boundaries 
which again are subject only to minor changes within the ward. In respect of major new developments within the 
district, plans for the new garden village at Long Marston, major new development in Shottery and a new canal 
quarter development in Stratford are all progressing well. Further planning guidance is released in a new draft 
Supplementary Planning Guidance document. This provides detail on design, parking standards, landscaping etc.  
Full details are available on the SDC web-site.

In February a new charge on developers was introduced. The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) sets up a fixed 
charge on a square metre basis on new housing developments. The funds raised will be available to provide 
funding for qualifying district projects of benefit to the community. In addition, in parishes where there is a 
neighbourhood plan in place, Parish Councils will receive 25% of any CIL monies derived from within the parish. 

StratfordDistrictCouncilReport
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The Parish Council met on Monday 19 March 2018 and a summary of the 
minutes of that meeting is as follows:

Neighbourhood Plan, Site Allocations Plan & Built up Area
The Chairman reported that Mr Neil Pearce of Avon Planning Services was looking at the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and the Chairman was meeting with Mr Pearce on 21 March 2018. A date was to be set 
in the near future for a further meeting and workshop with members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group to take the plan to the next stage.

To receive an update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club 
No communication had been received from the Gliding Club, thus the report on compliance with planning 
conditions is still outstanding.  It was noted that the temporary planning permission for Touring Motor 
Gliders was due to expire in June 2018.

To receive an update on Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that the Flood Group had applied for a grant of £5,000 from Warwickshire 
County Council to assist with the clearance of ditches and culverts.  Works had already commenced, but 
further works were required.

I am pleased to note that both Wootton and Wilmcote have now had their plans adopted, and Bearley PC is well 
underway with its plan. 

Of great concern to ward members has been the continuing traffic congestion problems on the Birmingham 
Road. We have been working with Warwickshire Highways and held several workshops with our local MP. The 
result is that plans are approved to widen the Birmingham Road, create a new entrance to Tesco, and several 
other measures. I am pressing for a reduction in the number of traffic lights. SDC applied to the local enterprise 
partnership and got an award of £2.7 million for these works which are expected to start this year. In relation 
to transport, a new Stratford Transport Policy has just been released by the County Council. This continues to 
propose a new western relief road that will take some pressure off the Birmingham Road planning, and also an 
eastern relief road. It will be debated at Cabinet and full Council in April. 

Cllr Simon Lawton - Ward Member for Wootton, Bearley, Wilmcote, Preston and Langley.

ParishCouncilReport
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Website
The Clerk reported that MI Business Services was still in the process of building the website and it was hoped 
the website would be launched at the Annual Parish Meeting.

Policies & Procedures
Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Reserves Policy were reviewed and subject to a minor 
amendment, all policies were accepted as revised documents.

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
Cllr R Le Page had attended a course and gave an overview of the course content.  In the event of any 
new development, it would result in the Parish Council obtaining a percentage of the CIL payment.  If a 
Neighbourhood Plan was in place the payment would be 25% as opposed to 15% with no Neighbourhood 
Plan in place.  However, the levy does not apply for affordable homes.

Finance Report
Income & Expenditure report prepared by the Parish Clerk noted.

Planning Matters
There were no planning matters to report.

Grit Bins
The Clerk had received emails from residents requesting grit bins to be located in the village and the 
suggested sites included, Bearley Green, Church Lane and Grange Road/Oak Tree Close.  The Clerk was 
requested to investigate the costs and guidelines for positioning and report back to a future meeting.

Village Hall Roof Repairs
The Parish Council had received a request from the Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) for 
funding to assist with the financing of the necessary roof repairs.  The project would cost in the region of 
£24,000 and VHMC had requested for £12,000 in advance of the usual annual grant paid.

It was agreed in principle, that the Parish Council grant £12,000 to the VHMC on commencement of the 
works to the roof.

Additional Village Notice Board
Following the request for an additional notice board on Snitterfield Road from Friends of Bearley Village 
(FoBV), the Clerk was asked to approach WCC Highways to ask if this would be permitted. 
FoBV were intending to meet the cost of purchase, installation and maintenance.
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Dates of Next Meetings
• 16 April 2018 – Annual Parish Assembly
• 14 May 2018 - Annual General Meeting followed immediately by Ordinary Meeting

Clerk to the Council: Nicola Everall. Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ
Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727 email: bearleypc@outlook.com

We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall between 2 & 4pm
These are pictures of the February Designs.

In February we made a contemporary 
double-ended design of foliage of 
Eucalyptus cinerea, hard Ruscus, and 
curled Aspidistra leaves, with flowers 
of white oriental Lilies and lime green 
Chrysanthemum blooms.

The March design was a floral Easter design. It was constructed into a 
green square dish with stems of Tulips or Iris, with either Contorted 
Hazel or Willow through the flowers, with moss and layered leaves of 
either large Ivy or spotted Laurel leaves. If you look closely, some of the 
designs have a hand-made bird’s nest made from entwined Virginia 
Creeper stems with moss in the base, and eggs and chick to complete the 
Easter design. 

Jo Wall

BearleyFlowerClub
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February meeting
Bearley Gardeners met on Thursday 15th February and were entertained with a light-hearted 
presentation by their Chairman Derek Bull entitled ‘Reluctant Gardening’. He tabled many ways 
of how to reduce the effort in gardening, but still producing good results. Initially, there were 
various ways of having someone else to garden for you; these were further supplemented by tips 
and advice on how to make gardening easier. One tip for when deadheading flowers was to have a 
glass of wine in one hand and by the time you had finished, the effects of the wine provided a warm 
glow of satisfaction. Incidentally, wine was served at the meeting and it was hoped that it had the 
same effect! 

There followed suggestions of what to do season by season. All these were illustrated with images, 
many from Hidcote Manor Garden, where Derek Bull volunteers. A number of labour saving and 
‘encouragement’ suggestions came from the talented and hard-working gardeners at Hidcote. 
Throughout the presentation, the audience were encouraged to participate in providing what they 
did to make gardening easier and enjoyable. The evening ending with more wine and cheese, with 
many people agreeing that they would put in to practice some of the suggestions made. The next 
meeting will be on March 15th with Roger Umpelby giving ‘An alternative look on weeds!’

BearleyGardeners
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March meeting
Weeds are a very misunderstood species of plant.  They can be beautiful, but in most cases are 
unloved. On 15th March Bearley Gardeners were delighted by the very informative presentation given 
by John Umpelby on this topic. The Oxford English Dictionary says that a weed ‘is a wild plant growing 
where it is not wanted and in competition with cultivated plants’. Dispelling this description, John used 
familiar plants to make us understand their uses. Many are not liked because they are considered 
alien, poisonous, competitive, spreading too big, damaging, a harbour of pests and disease, unsightly 
and finally one other ’I did not plant it’.

Gorse for example is not native to New Zealand but is very widespread there. Folklore tells us that it is 
time to kiss when it is in flower, as it flowers throughout the year. A real thug though is the Japanese 
Knotweed which propagates by its roots and is very dominant throughout the UK. Having been 
introduced because of its attractive flower; it is very difficult to eradicate. Himalayan Balsam, another 
thug from the east, is an annual which sets seeds profusely. Further examples of introduced plants are 
the Green Alkanet, and the Spanish Bluebell which hybridises with English Bluebell. In controlling 
weeds - don’t allow them to set seed. And never compost ripe or semi ripe seeds. Note that horse 
manure will be full of weed seeds if not fully rotted. Bitter Cress and Sorrel can be found in plant pots 
from unscrupulous Garden Centres. Weeds can be eradicated by hoeing, using herbicides or by hand 
control.

Some weeds are beneficial for the following properties: they can be medicinal, edible, contain 
flavourings, used for cloth dyes and fibres for making fabrics and even food for animals. Examples 
were given as Daises, Dandelions, Burdock, Evening Primrose, Bellflower, Chickweed, Plantain, 
Purslane, Red Shank and Willow Herb. Ground Elder can be eaten raw as a mild sedative. It has 
anti-inflammatory properties which can relieve the symptoms of gout, sciatica, rheumatism, stings and 
burns. It can also be made into a tasty pesto.

Stinging nettles cook like spinach, help treat arthritis and dandruff, can be used as a yellow dye, and 
fabric can be made from the coarse stems. They are also beneficial for insects and have their own 
aphid which attracts ladybirds. Butterflies such as Peacock, Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell all 
feed on nettles.
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Dandelions have edible leaves; the roots can be ground to make a drink similar to coffee; it can be 
used as a medicinal diuretic. A yellow dye can be extracted from the roots, with nectar and pollen for 
bees. The following wild flowers easily become ideal garden flowers: Forget-me-not, Violet, Cowslip, 
Foxglove and Lesser Celandine (which can be difficult to eradicate but does cure warts, ringworm and 
piles, when bruised with lard). It was Wordsworth’s favourite flower. He wrote a poem about it:

“THERE is a Flower, the lesser Celandine,
That shrinks, like many more, from cold and rain;
And, the first moment that the sun may shine,
Bright as the sun himself, ‘tis out again!”

The Yarrow achillea can cure toothache. It can be used as a skin cleanser and treatment for wounds 
and as a relief to digestive problems’ 

The benefits of weeds probably outweigh their assumed reputation for being troublesome, so finally 
at the end of the meeting they were looked on in quite a different light. A lively discussion ended the 
meeting when the opportunity arose for everyone to recount the weeds in their own gardens.

Don’t miss the April 19th meeting which will sadly be our last.  The title is ‘250 years of planting 
Alpines in Rock Gardens’ and it will be given by John Page.

Lesser Celandine Ficaria verna
Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica
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BearleyOpenGardens National Garden Scheme

Six gardens in Bearley are to open on the 5th August to raise funds for Bearley Village and the 
National Garden Scheme nursing charities. Teas and cakes are to be served in St Mary’s Church and 
the members of the Flower Club have very kindly offered to decorate the church especially for the day. 
There will also be plants and garden-related products for sale in one of the gardens. A percentage of 
the funds raised including the teas and plant sales will be donated to The Friends of Bearley Village 
for projects within the village.

  We will be most grateful of any offers of help with serving of the teas in the church, and providing 
  cakes, plants and flowers etc.  Plants from cuttings should be potted up well in advance of the day - 
  those that are in flower at the time of sale always seem to do the best! 

For more information (and for spare flower pots of all shapes & sizes) please contact Sue Adcock on 
01789 731520 or email sue@sueadcockdesigns.com or jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com   

Apple Tree Cottage Bearley.  One of the six gardens to be open to the public. 

Photo by Chris Wade
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TheNationalGardenScheme
The National Garden Scheme was founded over 90 years ago with the aim of raising money for charity 
by opening gardens of quality and interest to the public. In the first year, some 600 gardens were 
opened. Today, around 3,700 gardens, many of them privately owned and open for just a few days a 
year, are listed in the iconic yellow book, the Garden Visitor’s Hand book, published by the National 
Garden Scheme. Website: www.ngs.org.uk

BRIEF HISTORY

1859 William Rathbone, a Liverpool merchant, employed a nurse to care for his wife at home. After his 
wife’s death, Rathbone kept the nurse on to help poor people in the neighbourhood. Later he raised 
funds for the recruitment, training and employment of nurses to go into the deprived areas of the city.

1926 The organisation decided to raise a special fund in memory of their patron, Queen Alexandra, 
who had recently died. The fund would pay for training and would also support nurses who were 
retiring. A council member, Miss Elsie Wagg, came up with the idea of raising money for charity 
through the nation’s obsession with gardening, by asking people to open their gardens to visitors and 
charging a modest entry fee that would be donated.

1927 The National Garden Scheme was founded. Individuals were asked to open up their gardens for 
‘a shilling a head’. In the first year 609 gardens raised over £8,000. A year later, the district nursing 
organisation became officially named the Queen’s Nursing Institute

1931 By now a network of volunteer County Organisers had been set up and over 1,000 private 
gardens were open.

2017 The 90th Anniversary was celebrated with the biggest ever donation of £3 million to the 
beneficiary charities which include Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice UK, Carers Trust, 
Queen’s Nursing Institute, Parkinson’s UK, Perennial, MS Society and the National Autistic Society.
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FoundatAlcesterLibrary...

Children and a teacher outside the old school in School Lane

A short history of Bearley
Bearley lies just off the A3400 between Henley-in-Arden and Stratford-upon-Avon and is spread over 
a wooded hillside, with many attractive old farmhouses and cottages and its own shop and post office.
It was first mentioned in the Domesday Book survey of 1086, and was referred to as Byrlei – meaning 
a fortification in a clearing.  At that time it consisted of five ’hides’, a hide being an area of land large 
enough to support a family and its dependants.

There is a local tale associated with Windmill Wood concerning the Miller of Bearley.  He is said to 
return to the woods with six black horses every mid-summer moon to look for his gold, allegedly 
hidden under two millstones.  It is while he is away watering his horses that the youth of the village 
can attempt to lift the stones and steal the gold!

In 1100 land ownership was held by the monks of Bordesley and a small church was built by them on 
the hill leading out of the village.  Although rebuilt over the centuries, some Norman stonework is still 
visible including the 15th century font still in use today.

The first known school in the village was set up in the 1820s at No 1 The Yard.  This was followed in 
1877 by the Board School built in School Lane, and still standing today in use a as private house. 
During the Second World War various additional buildings were used as school rooms to accommodate 
the increasing number of children as the village grew.  Finally, in 1952 a new infant and junior school 
was built in Grange Road which was in use until 1988 when it was closed due to falling numbers.

The village still holds the annual 
village fete in August and on Palm 
Sunday a procession with palms 
and donkeys. The opening of the 
new village hall, an extension of the 
existing one, will enable villagers to 
put on entertainment and provide 
leisure facilities, as well as being a 
venue for existing village groups.
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There has been a Lunch Club in the village 
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all 
our members and helpers who have made it 
so much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the 
Village Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, 
ice-cream and soft drinks).You don’t have to 
be a Senior Citizen to join us, so please come 
along – don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 

Gwen Smith
Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub

February 100 Club Winners:

1st  June Callaghan (No: 66)

2nd  Bridgette Pollard (No: 28)

3rd  Michael Millar (No: 90)

March 100 Club Winners:

1st  Jon & Amanda Bolger (No: 42) 

2nd  Julie Webb (No: 12)

3rd  Caroline Taylor (No: 101)

100Club

Jo Wall   Chairman & Treasurer
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StMaryTheVirgin
The Church has what is called a “Liturgical Calendar” and on most days there is a celebration of 
an event in the Holy Diary. Not all events are equally important, but some are known as “Days of 
Obligation”. Starting with the birth of Christ on December 25th, the Epiphany of the Lord on the 6th of 
January then at the beginning of Lent - Ash Wednesday, the events of Holy Week leading up to Easter 
from Palm Sunday through to Christ’s death on the cross on Good Friday and His Resurrection on Easter 
Day. Then we have Ascension Day , Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and then All Saints Day on 1st November!

Our Church is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and we celebrate on 25th March the Annunciation 
(news) to her that she was to bear Jesus.

A feature of St Mary’s is that we decorate the building with flowers throughout the year, with the 
exception of Advent, Lent and Holy Week. (Thank you all the dedicated flower arrangers!) There is 
a great celebration with flowers on Easter day to celebrate the Risen Lord. We are always looking 
for volunteers to help, and if you would care to join this happy band do let me know at www.
harrisonsbearley@gmail.com or on 731042.

There is always something happening in Church on Sunday, always refreshments after the service, with 
time to have a chat with other worshippers. So if you are lonely, or unhappy in any way do come along 
and join in....you have nothing to lose. We are very friendly!

On Holy Tuesday (the Tuesday before Easter) Richard held an evening Eucharist (Communion Service), 
and it was a lovely service; so right for anyone who cannot make church on Sunday. If  you would like 
us to hold more frequent evening services during the week you have my email address just.let me know.

We have held our Annual Church Meeting, and David Harrison and Michael Hayes are continuing as 
Churchwardens. The PCC thanks all those who help “maintain St Mary’s in the manner to which it is 
accustomed” - the flower arrangers, cleaners, gardeners and everyone who reads or helps in any way. 
We do rely on your contribution to the life of the Church. We have special thanks to Olga and Ceat, our 
organists, for their music at our services; they are an inspiration to us for their dedication to St Mary’s. 
If you are an organist, or even a piano player (we are told it is an easy conversion to our instrument!) 
I am sure these ladies will be happy for you to join the team. Let me know!

Sadly, I have to tell you that Mrs Diane (Dee) Woodfin has died. She will be remembered by many 
in the village as a stalwart member of the Church and many of the societies in the village. Our 
condolences go to her family and friends.
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As we all pray for good weather over the next months (it has been a long miserable winter for many) 
may I remind you that the Arden Valley Benefice Bible Readathon will be held from the afternoon of 
June 11th non-stop until the afternoon of June 14th.. Details elsewhere in the Beacon. This is a charity 
fundraising event to celebrate 100 years of the Diocese of Coventry. Volunteers to read for 15 minutes 
are still welcomed! 

St Mary’s will be at the Village Summer Fete on Saturday 14th July with a bookstall and a prayer tent 
for a quiet time.

Many blessings to you all, in the Name of Christ

Jane Harrison
01789 731042

PS   If you would like to receive the Church magazine please let me know, it is £4 a year subscription 
and contains much information of what is going on in other parishes in the area.

Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

May:
Sun 6 BCP 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mr & Mrs Hannis

Sun 13 CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Margaret Passalacqua Mr & Mrs Passalacqua

Sun 20 Pentecost CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs D Ridgard & Family

Sun 27 MP 1030 Family Service Mrs Vera Rose Mrs D Tomlin

   

June:
Sun 3 BCP 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs J Meaden

Sun 10 CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Doreen Bannister Mrs J Rouse & Candy

Sun 17 CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs D Bannister

Sun 24 MP 1030 Family Service Mrs Julia Hayes Dr & Mrs Gorsuch

Rector: Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475
Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Common Worship • MP – Morning Prayer
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BibleReadathon
The Bible read out loud ‘non-stop’ from Genesis to Revelation. 

Monday 11th June - starting at 1pm - Thursday 14th June -
finishing at approximately 4pm at St James Church, Snitterfield

The Arden Valley Benefice (the churches of Snitterfield, Bearley, Norton Lindsey. Langley and 
Wolverton) is holding a Bible Readathon for four days in June. The whole of the Bible will be read 
starting from the very beginning of the Old Testament with the Book of Genesis, to Revelation, the last 
book of the New Testament.

You are invited to participate and read for 15 minutes at this unique event. Choose a time period/s and 
you will be allocated a 15-minute time slot/s and specific reading/s which you can practice beforehand.

We are also looking for supervisors who will be responsible for a two-hour session ensuring readers 
have arrived and that the timings are kept to. A team of volunteers will provide food and drink 
throughout the day and night.

Time periods:  
Morning: 07.30-13.30, Afternoon: 13.30-19.30, Evening: 19.30-01.30, Night: 01.30-07.30

If you would like to take part or further information, please contact our church coordinator, David 
Harrison, tel: 01789 731042 or email harrisonsbearley@gmail.com  David will help you book your 
time period/s and give you a sponsorship form.

If you don’t feel that you want to read out loud, do feel free to call in to St James’ Church any time during 
the Readathon.  If you have a special reading from the Bible which you would like to hear, ask David to 
find out at what time this is scheduled to be read.  There will always be someone reading whenever you 
call in, day or night, and there will be refreshments in the Graham Simons Room next door.

The Readathon is being held to raise funds for two charities - Tariro, a small grant-making charity 
based in the UK that raises money to support orphans or young people in Zimbabwe, and the 
Butterflytree Charity, a charity based in Zambia which supports orphans and rural communities 
affected by Aids and HIV.

Pet’sPage
My Fish and Ponds

Nearly 20 years ago I was lucky enough to move to the village and being a fish-keeping enthusiast, I 
was very keen to have a pond in my garden. I was going to have to dig one out but how? The fastest 
way was to hire a mini digger for the weekend, job done? Well not quite! Now at the time, health 
and safety wasn’t what it is today. The digger was delivered, I was shown how to start it, then the 
delivery man promptly left. Given the size of my garden, the size of the proposed pond, the space 
taken by the digger and the spoil heap, it soon became apparent one of two outcomes was highly 
likely. I could demolish my newly acquired garage and garden wall or end up with a deep hole in the 
front garden with a mini digger in it! I dug out the pond by hand and in the weeks it took to do so I 
met many people from the village some of whom even contributed plants and offered fish. 

So why keep fish as a “pet” in the garden I hear you say? Indoors in a tank or bowl you could at 
least watch them swim around but in the garden you can’t see them normally unless you’re outside. 
You can’t take fish for a walk or have them sit on your lap and they are certainly not cute, furry or 
fluffy. 

Well whether inside or out fish are very therapeutic, that’s why they are often found in dentist 
waiting rooms and even in some busy Air Traffic Control units in America. A pond in your garden 
is serene and calming and attracts all sorts of wildlife. It adds an attractive visual element even in 
a small garden. I now have 2 ponds, a wildlife in the front garden and an ornamental in the back 
garden with Koi carp. 

The wildlife pond mostly looks after itself and is maintained once or twice a year as every pond has 
one ambition, to fill itself in! I have added small fish to it (minnow and carp mostly) but many other 
wild creatures find the pond very quickly so now we have Damson Flies, Dragon Flies, Newts, Toads, 
Frogs and many other insects. Ducks arrived in the spring and have nested but sadly their eggs have 
always been taken before they could hatch. 

Care must be taken with children as ponds can be fascinating but dangerous places as we once 
almost found out to our cost!
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Pets’Page
Our Cats by  Imogen
Cats are the best pets you could ever have; they are loving, cuddly, friendly and clean.  Did you know 
that cats spend over 1/3 of their waking lives cleaning themselves?  We have got two cats - Hendrix 
and Monet (18 months old).  They are sisters and we got them from a pub; as soon as we saw them we 
just knew that we had to take them home with us.

Hendrix is the smaller cat as she takes from her mother who was part Siamese and part Persian.  
When Hendrix wants food she plays the piano to get our attention.  Almost every day Hendrix’s 
boyfriend, Hes, comes over to visit from down the road.  They sit together on the fence outside our 
house and they are very funny to watch.

Monet is the fatter cat as she eats a lot more than Hendrix.  Whenever we have a meal, she sits on top 
of the fish tank hoping to get some food.  When you feed Monet, just before she’s about to eat, she will 
always look into your eyes and blink.  I love these cats and I recommend getting cats too.
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NatureNotes
Last month in my notes I was looking forward to Spring bringing with it lots more birds in both numbers 
and species but it was not to be – guess why!   During the 2 months I saw reasonable numbers of 
Goldfinches, Collared & Stock Doves, Blackbirds and, of course, Robins.  The regular Tits, Greenfinches, 
Chaffinches and Dunnocks were visiting in much lower numbers than usual.    I did see a female Blackcap 
once and, this morning, my first Great Spotted Woodpecker for about 3 months.   Most days I saw two 
Nuthatches which I was hoping to photograph together but I will have to keep trying next month.

The Siskins I reported last month continued to visit our feeders but in much larger numbers with about 
15 seen each day despite the cold winds and the snow.  Several of you have reported to me that you have 
seen flocks of Lesser Redpolls, which also happened to me, but 4 years ago.  One of my little hobbies is to 
try and catch birds perching like bookends – this month’s photos are of the Siskins and Redpolls doing so.

Brian Young

Siskins

Redpolls
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BearleyMotoring
How to become a Petrol-head, have fun, and (sometimes) make a little cash! 

For me it all started when I drove my father’s 1948 Standard 8 along the runway at the former RAF 
Snitterfield at the age of about ten! (We actually lived in Shirley at the time and I have no idea what 
we were doing over here!) I thought that this was a great sensation and resolved to get on wheels as 
soon as I could.

My first and only full size bicycle was acquired when I was fourteen - second hand, with Reynolds 431 
tubed frame (remember that?), dropped handlebars. It cost me £3.10s (£3.50 in today’s money). I 
stripped it to the frame (which the local bike shop repainted for me for £1) polished, fettled, oiled 
and put it to use, even cycling seven miles to school. 

After a couple of years I fancied a bit of POWER so, unknown to my parents, I bought for £2.10s a 
non-running 1947 Excelsior Autobyk 98cc Villiers two- stroke, rubber band (really!) sprung front 
forks...joy unbounded. Surely it cannot be too hard to get running - after all I had a no. 10 Meccano 
set and had rebuilt my bike.
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However parents soon found out about it (give-away: the hint was oily bits appearing in the kitchen...) and “You 
are NOT riding THAT!”  I compromised by agreeing that I could try and get it running, but then it had to go!

Well I learnt a bit about two-stroke engines, not much about magnetos (except that if you take something apart, 
clean it and put it back together it sometimes works!). So the beast ran and I sneaked it over the road to the 
cinder surfaced Odeon Cinema car park to try it out. Fantastic! Started up by pedalling on the stand - no kick 
start, but a “de-compressor valve” and the engine fired up, off the stand, squeeze the clutch lever, engage gear, 
release the clutch and away I went. After a couple of laps I became ambitious and wondered what would happen 
if I adjusted the front suspension – by loosening or tightening a hand-wheel on the front forks. I soon found out 
that if I slackened the bands off then the bike was unrideable! I did stay on though.

First lesson. Soft suspension equals poor handling, hard suspension equals better handling at the expense of 
comfort!

So the Excelsior was put in the front garden by the gate, with a For Sale notice on it  “Runner” and a price 
tag of £6.10s. Very quickly it sold for a small haggle at £6.00 ! This is easy, thinks I but.future attempts at 
entrepreneurship  were not quite so successful. Back on to the bike!

To be continued.  
David Harrison
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BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function?  It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall, 
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities. 
The normal charges are:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

To book the Bar 
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully 
stocked on a sale or return basis and has 
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up 
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark 
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more 
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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LadiesTableTennis
We play on Monday mornings 
at the Village Hall from 10am 
for about an hour and a half 
with a break for a well-
deserved cup of tea or coffee 
and a biscuit! We now have 
two table tennis tables and 
would welcome new players.

For details phone Jo Le Page 
01789 731676 or Jacquie 
Meaden 01789 730292

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome.
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Volunteers from churches have collected house-to-house during Christian Aid Week since it began more 
than 60 years ago.

Together, our supporters delivered over six million envelopes last year. Each envelope delivered sends a 
message about Jesus’ love and justice. Every envelope delivered is an act of witness, proclaiming Jesus’ 
good news to the poor, and each envelope collected could help someone living in extreme poverty to 
protect themselves if a disaster strikes.

Your collection could help someone like Marcelin. Marcelin lost his home and everything he owned – his 
home, possessions and livestock - when Hurricane Matthew struck Haiti in September 2016.

Christian Aid works through local churches and partners. In Haiti they are helping people to prepare for 
disasters. Ahead of Hurricane Matthew, they built disaster-resistant homes to give people safe, secure places 
to live. Of the dozens of new houses built before the hurricane hit, only one lost its roof in the disaster. 

But there are still lots of people like Marcelin we haven’t yet reached, and we need your help.

Could you donate to help people like Marcelin, please?
Look out for the red envelopes which will be delivered and collected by registered volunteers during the 
week, and THANK YOU for your help.

Elizabeth Gorsuch  Christian Aid representative, St Mary’s Church, Bearley

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
13 - 19 MAY 2018

‘I lost pigs, goats, everything in the house. I have nothing left,’ he says.

He now lives in an old concrete shower block, a tiny space he shares with 
his teenage daughters. There are no windows or doors, and the only 
furniture is a single bed that the girls sleep on.

Marcelin has fought hard to raise his three children alone but can no 
longer afford to send them all to school. He gets up at dawn each day to 
work the land, but the changing weather frequently destroys the food he 
grows and the family often go hungry. 

They live in fear that a hurricane could strike any day.
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:
Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.
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Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries

The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2017

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at 
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

Titania - Alcester Mobile Library , B Route

May 1, 22 June 12

A message from Debbie Bennett: 

The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their 
local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books 
to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer 
books in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels 
that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving the service can contact us on 
(01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 

3335
TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101. 
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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