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Harvest was a very enjoyable festivity with the church beautifully decorated (see front cover) and a most 
enjoyable Harvest Supper at the Navigation Inn, Wootton Wawen (see back cover).  Now that winter is 
approaching, we have our annual Christmas Fayre at the Village Hall on Saturday 18th November. The raffle 
prizes promise to be bigger and better than ever – tickets may be bought at the Fayre, so don’t forget to come 
along and buy some. There will also be a Bingo Night the following Saturday (25th November) organised by 
Friends of Bearley Park to raise funds for play equipment at the Park. Please put these dates in your diaries!

The most important news for the village is the plan to build a pedestrian refuge on the A3400 to enable 
villagers to cross safely to the station and the bus stop. I have written an article about this proposal below, and it 
is followed by the usual County Council and Parish Council reports both of which refer to the refuge.

There’s lots happening at St Mary’s Church in the next two months (including Christmas of course).  We are 
currently looking for help in playing the organ some Sundays – see Jane Harrison’s letter.

Lastly, I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon, to 
those who distribute it, and especially to the printer for once again producing this magazine free of charge.

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome: please contact me on e-mail at 
bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the January 2018 Issue is 30th November 2017.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.

Front cover photo: Harvest Sunday at St Mary’s Church 24 September by Andrew Gorsuch.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page   £20.00
¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page   £8.50
¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Save the 
date!

Date Event 
Venue Time

Thurs 9 Nov Bearley WI - AGM Village Hall 7.30 pm

Tues 14 Nov Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm – 4pm

Thurs 16 Nov Bearley Gardeners

 Practical taking of shrub 

 cuttings with Andy Pedrick Village Hall 7.30 pm

Sat 18 Nov Winter Fayre Village Hall 11am – 3pm

Sat 25 Nov Charity Bingo Night Village Hall 7.30 pm

Tues 19 Dec tbc Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm – 4pm

Thurs 14 Dec Bearley WI - Christmas Party Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Thurs 21 Dec Bearley Gardeners - Christmas meeting  

Sun 24 Dec Carol Service St Mary’s Church 10.30am

Mon 25 Dec Family Communion St Mary’s Church 10.30am
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Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
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Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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The village of Bearley is split into two parts by the busy A3400 Stratford to Birmingham road. On the 
western (Stratford to Henley) side are a bus stop, the railway station, a care home and some houses. The 
remainder of the village and the stop for buses to Stratford are on the eastern side of the road.  Although 
there is a 50mph speed limit on the road, traffic often travels faster than this making crossing the road very 
difficult for Bearley residents.

A tragic accident occurred 30 years ago when a young man going for a job interview in Henley-in-Arden 
received fatal injuries while crossing the A3400 to reach the bus stop near the railway station. More recently, 
on 10th February 2011, a 16-year-old boy from Grange Road died when he was hit as he crossed the road 
close to the railway station.

The difficulties in crossing the A3400 were identified in ‘The Bearley Appraisal, History and Action Plan 
September 2001’. A survey of residents in March 2012 confirmed as a high priority the provision of a 
crossing at the junction of A3400 with Snitterfield Road. Since then the Parish Council has been actively 
working on this with Warwickshire County Council (WCC), which recently initiated a survey to determine the 
options for improving safety while crossing the road.  

The proposal for a pedestrian refuge was discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 17 July 2017. Our 
County Councillor, Cllr Anne Parry supports the proposal, and has agreed to underwrite the project from her 
2017/18 Members’ Transport Delegated Budget.

The estimated cost of the project is approximately £20,000.  Most of this cost will be covered by WCC but 
Cllr Parry has indicated that it would be desirable for up to £2,000 to be raised by the community holding 
suitable events to demonstrate our commitment to the project.  

Bearley Parish Council (BPC) is determined to ensure this project succeeds, and will support any village 
institution willing to organise fund-raising events. The suggestions for the events to be included would 
ideally, but not necessarily, include a road safety content. 
 
As the Beacon goes to press, Friends of Bearley Village has agreed, subject to agreement of the plans for 
the refuge, to donate £1,000 from their funds and also to donate the profits from the raffle at the Christmas 
Fayre to this cause.

Editor – summary of information provided by Arslan Erinmez, Chairman BPC, Cllr Richard Le Page and 
Nicola Everall, Parish Clerk

The proposed pedestrian refuge on the A3400 
– a short summary
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Pedestrian Refuge
This is to confirm that Warwickshire County Council has started the investigative surveys for the 
establishment of a Pedestrian Refuge on the A3400 which is designed to enable safer crossings 
to the bus stops and train station for villagers.  This is a complex initiative requiring extensive 
legal and transport works to be undertaken and is being underwritten by over half of my 
members delegated transport fund to guarantee completion in 2018.
 
The survey of residents carried out for “Bearley Village Community Plan of March 2012” 
reconfirmed the provision of a crossing at the junction of A3400 as one of the village’s main 
priorities. WCC has welcomed the steps being taken by Bearley Parish Council to make a 
contribution towards the scheme through one or two community fundraising events, in order to 
deliver an element of local ownership to the project.
 
County Councillor Grants
A last minute reminder that applications are invited from community groups for community 
grants towards projects in the village which will deliver long lasting benefits.  This could be 
play/sports equipment, equipment for the village hall or other local organisations in need.  
Please contact me for further information or go straight to https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
grants
 
Dementia Friends
Warwickshire County Council and partners are encouraging Warwickshire residents to become 
Dementia Friends to pledge their support to people with dementia, and taking the number of 
Dementia Friends across the county to 30,000.
 
In Warwickshire, according to latest estimates, there are 7,500 people living with dementia, 
and this is likely to rise to over 11,000 people in the next ten years. The fact is that most people 
in Warwickshire will be affected in some way by dementia during their lifetimes.
 
Dementia Friends is a national initiative led by the Alzheimer’s Society based on the principle 
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 CountyCouncillorReport
Warwickshire County Council Report

ParishCouncilReport

that people with dementia can live well with a little help from other people. Becoming a Dementia 
Friend is about understanding a bit more about dementia and the small things that can help people 
with the condition. You don’t need to already know someone with dementia to become a Dementia 
Friend.
 
Become a Dementia Friend in the following ways:
• Watch a short video to become a dementia friend dementiafriends.org.uk
• Go along to a Dementia Friends session in your local area – you can find the nearest sessions on the 
Dementia Friends website: dementiafriends.org.uk
 
Cllr Anne Parry
Wellesbourne Division
07917 117737
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Site Allocations Process (SAP) and Built Up Area Boundary (BUAB)
In 2014 BPC made a decision to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The decision remains in force. 
To ensure successful delivery of a community led NP the BPC also set up the Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group (NPSG) required by law to provide evidence that the NP is a community led document 
fully signed on by the community.

With the adoption of the SDC Core Strategy, BPC considered the options below:

Option 1: Rely on the “Site Allocations Process (SAP)” of SDC. Contribute to SDC consultation on SAP 
and continue with the existing Bearley Village Community Plan which is now 5 years old and soon will 
be past its sell by date;

Option 2: Review and update the existing Bearley Village Community Plan which will probably have a 
shelf life of five years to 2022; 

Option 3: Deliver a NP based upon more than half of the required work already completed which will 
endure to 2031.

It was agreed unanimously to progress with Option 3 and the Clerk was asked to apply for funding 
from the Transparency Fund (WALC) for two hours consultancy.
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Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that due to recent changes in personnel at the County Council he 
was to meet with new officers in October to carry out a site visit the explain the flooding issues 
within the village.  It was agreed that the PC should look into the possibility of applying for 
funding from WCC’s Grant Scheme.

Website
The Clerk & Cllr Erinmez reported following a meeting with MI Business Services regarding the 
specification and timetable for the new website. MI Business Services was to commence work 
on the new website immediately and the Clerk and Cllr Erinmez were to report back to the next 
meeting.

Emergency Plan
The Clerk had updated the Emergency Plan and was awaiting responses from residents 
following a report which had been submitted to the last Bearley Beacon requesting for 
inclusion of persons with any special needs in the event of any emergency situation.

Road Safety & Speed Monitoring
Cllr Erinmez reported that PC Neil Turfrey had carried out a speed check session for 
approximately 30 minutes on 18 August 2017 and during this period had recorded one person 
doing over 35mph. The speeder received a speeding ticket and a further speed check was to 
take place in the near future.

Options for Cemetery Spaces in Bearley
Cllr Erinmez circulated a draft report following a review of the available plots in the cemetery. 
It was considered that there was adequate space for the foreseeable future.  The document was 
adopted and it was agreed that this would be reviewed on annual basis.

Conclusion of Audit
The Clerk reported that the external audit had been returned by the external auditor as 
certified for the year ended 31 March 2017.

Date of Next Meeting
20 November 2017

Nicola Everett
Parish Clerk

Friends of Bearley Village

Christmas 
 Craft & Fayre

Saturday 18th November 2017
11:00am – 3:00pm 

featuring...
Father Christmas & his Elf with the Warwickshire Fire Crew in 

attendance, Raffle, Tombola, Craft stalls, Children’s Christmas Crafts,
Bric-a-Brac, Guess the weight of the Cake, Refreshments, 

Soup, Hot dogs,Cake stall, Book stall

Proceeds in aid of Bearley Village community projects

Wanted please
Raffle & Tombola prizes - Books - Children’s books and games 

Unwanted gifts in new condition.
To deliver prizes or gifts please contact:

Jo Wall: 731872; Gill Groom: 730304; Elizabeth Gorsuch: 730507 
Books may be left in the church porch. THANK YOU
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We meet on the Second Tuesday of each Month at Bearley Village hall between 2 & 4pm

August 2017 A Floral Wall Hanging Design
The design is constructed onto an artist’s canvas which can be painted or covered with material and 
colour of your choice. Florist acrylic test tubes are arranged and secured to the canvas, fresh flowers are 
then added into the test tubes with a little water in the bottom to enable them to stay fresh.

September 2017   A Symmetrical Design 
A design containing flowers of pink Carnations or Gerberas, lilac Eustoma (Lisianthus), pink Astrantia, 
and foliage of hard and soft Ruscus, and Leather Leaf.

Jo Wall
Editor’s correction and apologies: The obituary for June Hayton printed in the September Beacon was 
written by Linda and Carolyn, June’s daughters, and not by Jo Wall.

BearleyFlowerClub
Now in to the tenth anniversary of Bearley Gardeners, spirits were high and in celebratory mood at 
the AGM and Produce Show held at Bearley Village Hall on Thursday 21st September. The business 
of the AGM was efficiently dealt with. Chairman Derek Bull gave his report on the previous year’s 
activities and, in the absence of Secretary Graeme Davidson, he outlined the forthcoming season’s 
activities. Treasurer Sylvia Orton reported on the very satisfactory status of the financial accounts. 
The Chairman thanked the Committee for their hard work and the members for continuing to make 
Bearley Gardeners such a friendly group. Particular thanks were given to Gwen Smith who continues 
to look after the raffle. Graeme Davidson has stepped down from the position of Secretary and his 
commitment and dedication were noted and thanked. Due to commitments, Derek Bull announced 
that he would be stepping down as Chairman, but would continue until a replacement was found.

The Bloomin’ Bearley initiative was highlighted and thanks were given to all who have enhanced the 
village with floral displays. Andrew Gorsuch wished to table that on 5th August 2018 several gardens 
in Bearley will be open on behalf of the National Garden Scheme.

Four classes were judged by everyone using a pinto bean to select their favourite which provided the 
following results: Class 1 A Single Flower – 1st Prize Gwen Smith, 2nd Prize David Hotten; Class 2 A 
Vegetable – 1st Prize Sylvia Orton, 2nd Prize David Groom; Class 3 A Photograph – 1st Prize David 
Hotten, 2nd Prize Sylvia Orton; Class 4 Something to Eat from Your Garden – 1st Prize David Hotten. 
Overall Winner and recipient of the ‘Bearley Challenge Cup’ was David Hotten, with Sylvia Orton as 
runner up. Both received prizes of garden gift vouchers.

Refreshments were served by Jean Bull 
and Gill Groom, with Gill making a 
delicious sponge cake to celebrate our 
10th anniversary. Once again, much to 
the delight of everyone attending, it 
proved to be a very sociable evening, 
with the prospect of more to come.

BearleyGardeners
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Bearley WI 
Bearley W.I. is small, friendly group that meets on the 2nd Thursday in the 
month at Bearley Village Hall at 7.30 pm.
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BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. At 
present it is being updated and should soon be up 
and running with the latest news and activities in the 
village. Any suggestions regarding the website should 
be sent to: bearley.org1@gmail.com

This year’s programme has included a mix of fascinating talks, demonstrations, craft activities and 
quizzes, accompanied by delicious refreshments and plenty of chat.  Our last 2 meetings will be:

Thursday 9 November 17 - AGM; and Thursday 14 December 17 - Christmas Party

An interesting programme is now being planned for 2018 and will include:

8 February 2018 - Jenifer Heap - Telling Tales - How I became an Indie author in my 50’s

12 April 2018 - John Parnell - Hula hooping, its history, benefits and ‘have a go session’

11 October 2018 - Neville Cooper - Bossa Nova and South American music

If you would like to find out a bit more about Bearley W.I., do come along to one of our evenings 
where a warm welcome awaits you or contact Suzanne on 07447903093.

Suzanne Hotten

There has been a Lunch Club in the 
village since June 1983, and we 
sincerely thank all our members and 
helpers who have made it so much fun 
since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays 
at the Village Hall costing only £4.50 
(includes coffee, ice-cream and soft 
drinks).You don’t have to be a Senior 
Citizen to join us, so please come along 
– don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 

August 100 Club Draw

1st  Mr Peter Northover (No:111)

2nd  Mr Martin Ridehalgh (No:109)

3rd  Caroline Taylor (No:84)

September 100 Club Draw

1st  Mrs J Moore (No:107)

2nd  Sarah Woodward (No:102)

3rd  Charlotte Pettitt (No:41)

Gwen Smith
Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub

100Club
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StMaryTheVirgin
Time passes by so quickly - days merge into one another and months are only observed because of 
the season. We do have a time clock in the Church with Holy Days and Festivals, we even have a bell 
to tell us it is time to come to Church!

We had a lovely Harvest Festival, lots of fresh produce which went on to the Shakespeare Hospice this 
year as Myton are no longer willing to take our gifts of fresh food. All the tinned and non-perishable 
food went to the Stratford Food Bank. The service attracted a full church, including many children 
who took part enthusiastically in the proceedings! So, many thanks to all of you who made it a 
memorable event by decorating, donating or taking part.

The Harvest Supper at the Navigation Inn was a happy, joyful occasion. Some 30 of us sat down 
to a super supper and the company was great. Nick Brown and his staff were, as ever, on the ball 
with great service and good food. The raffle raised over £100 for the Tariro charity which supports 
orphaned children in Zimbabwe, and a further £450 was given as donations. Joan Wilkinson, who 
is a supporter of this UK charity, told us of its work. It costs £10,000 a month to support, feed and 
educate the 40 plus children they look after. If you would like to help support this charity or know 
more about it, please contact Joan or go to www.tarirouk.com

By the time this edition of the Beacon drops through your door the induction of our new Rector, 
Reverend Richard Mutter will have taken place and he will be able to begin leading the benefice into 
its new future. So watch this space!

All Saints’ Day is on Wednesday 1st November followed by All Souls’ Day on Thursday 2nd November 
when we have a Commemoration Service at St Mary’s at 7pm to remember all our family and 
friends who are no longer with us. If you would like someone to be remembered please contact Joan 
Wilkinson or Gwen Smith.

On Sunday 12 November it is Remembrance Sunday when we have a short service at St Mary’s at 
9.30, with a service at the Cenotaph in Snitterfield starting at 10.45.

We will be having a stall with “Books, Bits and Christmas Bobs!” at the Village Christmas Fayre on 
18th November.

The weekly Advent Bible Study at I Church Lane starts on Tuesday 28 November at 10.30 am. There 
will be four sessions explaining the “Advent Ring” and it will be led by Richard. If you would like to 
join us please let me know. It is always interesting and fun. Coffee and biscuits as well!

The Service of Light at the start of Advent is on 
Sunday 3rd December at 6.00 pm. If you would 
like to take part by doing a short reading, please 
let Gwen know.

Our Christmas services are a carol service on 
Christmas Eve, Sunday 24th December, at 10.30 
am and a family communion on Christmas morning 
also at 10.30 am. Everyone is of course very 
welcome to join us at any of these services.

We will be decorating the church on Friday 
morning, the 22 December from 10.00am because 
everyone will be so busy over the Christmas 
weekend. We want the church to look lovely 
dressed for Christmas.

Housekeeping tasks are always on-going. David and John Inman are doing a grand job pruning 
and cutting back trees and undergrowth in the churchyard and we have a great team of those who 
do the cleaning and flower arranging in church. The rota for next year will be prepared soon, so 
if you would like to come along and help or join us, or are no longer able to help, please let me 
know. To maintain the church we need all the help we can get! Another area where help is needed 
is at morning services with music. If you are able to offer occasional help with playing the organ 
we would love to hear from you. (If you are a pianist, our organ is – apparently - quite a simple 
conversion and we can arrange advice!) We will meet out of pocket expenses. “A capella” singing is 
not our speciality!

During the month of November our prayers in church are directed towards the folk living in 
Greenswood and Bearley Green; in December for those along the Birmingham Road and in Salters 
Lane; and in January for all along the Snitterfield Road. Do come along and join our prayers for 
your neighbours, friends and families. We all need help in good times and bad!

That’s All Folks!!
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We on the PCC wish you all a happy loving Christmas and a very peaceful new year.
In the name of Jesus Christ, with every blessing.

Jane Harrison
01789 731042

PS   If you would like to receive the Church Magazine 
please let me know. It is £4 a year subscription and 
contains much information of what is going on in 
other parishes in the area.

Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

November:
All Souls Day 

Thurs 2nd Nov  1900 Service of Commemoration

Sun 5 Nov 0930 CW Holy Communion  Refresh Mr & Mrs Hayes

Remembrance Sunday

Sun 12 Nov  0930 BCP Holy Communion Mrs G Smith Poppies  Mrs M Mitchell

 (no hymns)

Sun 19 Nov  0930 CW Holy Communion  Mr Roy Bacon  Mr & Mrs Bull

Sun 26 Nov  1030 MP Family Service   Refresh  Mrs Sara Jones & James

December
Advent Sunday

Sun 3 Dec  1800 Evening Service of Light  All: Advent Green Mrs C McAteer 

Sun 10 Dec  0930 CW Holy Communion  Advent Green Mrs N Parry

Sun 17 Dec 0930 CW Holy Communion  Advent Green Mr & Mrs Whitecross

Christmas Eve

Sun 24 Dec 1030 Carol Service  All plus Mrs Jo Wall Mr & Mrs Harrison 

Christmas Day

Mon 25 Dec  1030 Family Communion  Refresh

Sun 31 Dec TBA Parish Service  Refresh Mrs C. Lewis

Rector: Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475

Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237

PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

BCP – Book of Common Prayer

CW – Common Worship

MP – Morning Prayer

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub

LadiesTableTennis

We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm

We play on Monday 
mornings at the Village 
Hall from 10am for about 
an hour and a half with a 
break for a well-deserved 
cup of tea or coffee and 
a biscuit! We now have 
two table tennis tables 
and would welcome new 
players.

New members are always welcome
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10GardeningTipsForNovember RubbishFriends

1 Clear up fallen leaves - especially from lawns, ponds and beds

2 Raise containers onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging

3  Plant tulip bulbs for a spring display next year

4  Prune roses to prevent wind-rock

5  Plant out winter bedding

6  Cover brassicas with netting if pigeons are a problem

7  Insulate outdoor containers from frost - bubblewrap works well

8  Stop winter moth damage to fruit trees using grease bands around the trunks

9  Put out bird food to encourage winter birds into the garden

10  Use a seasonal bonfire - where this is allowed - to dispose of excess debris unfit for composting

On Saturday, 16th September, Rubbish Friends (Stratford-upon-Avon) travelled over to Bearley to 
support the village with a litter pick. In just over an hour they filled 6 large black sacks, 4 large 
recycling sacks and also gathered up a lot of larger paraphernalia. The turn-out from  the village was 
a bit disappointing but maybe with more publicity the villagers will be interested in getting involved 
in outings in the future. It is good fun and can make a big difference in a very small amount of time.

Becky  Reynolds
Rubbish Friends (Stratford-upon-Avon) can be found on Facebook or call Becky Reynolds on 07853 
995580 or reynolds.becky@gmail.com  There was an article in the Stratford herald on 2nd October 
which mentions Bearley https://stratfordobserver.co.uk/news/rubbish-friends-keeping-district-spic-
and-span/   Rubbish Friends (Stratford-upon-Avon) has over 150 Friends aged from 3 years old to 
80+. They give awareness talks, usually in conjunction with the Hedgehog Friendly Town girls, who 
are also Rubbish Friends. Working together really engages the children and they would be happy to 
give a talk at local schools – Ed. 
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NatureNotes by  Brian Young

Still very quiet in Bearley on the nature front.  Following my appeal in last month’s magazine, I had a 
lead from Steffi in Grange Road who had seen Barn Owls at dusk hunting in the field at the back of her 
house; unfortunately, and mainly due to the weather, I have not had many opportunities to see them, let 
alone take some photos!

I did however receive this photo of a Mole from Peter and Jo Wall which arrived after I had sent my 
appeal to the editor but long before it was published.  I understand that the Mole was seen several times 
in Peter & Jo’s garden before they were able to photograph it.

To most of us moles are a nuisance leaving piles of earth in our gardens but if you read about it you will 
realise that they are fascinating creatures.  They make mazes of tunnels beneath our lawns – the first 
about 12cms down, the next about 30cms and the third about 1 metre, all joined by near-vertical tunnels.   
Their nests are made of grass, leaves or slender twigs, or a mixture, so they do need to surface sometimes.  
A litter is usually 3 or 4. The young are born blind, naked and pink – the fur starts to grow after 2 weeks, 
the eyes open after about 3 weeks and they leave the nest after about 5 weeks.

The body of a mole, conducive to highly specialised tunnelling, is cylindrical with no neck, small eyes, 
ears hidden in the fur, forelimbs well forward, hands large and wide open with the palms always directed 
outwards and 5 strong claws on each  hand.  The velvety fur is made of dark grey hairs set vertically so 
that they will lie forwards, backwards or sideways, a great advantage to an animal needing to move 
forwards or backwards in a tunnel, or even turn in its own width.  

A mole is not blind but its hearing is acute and it seems to have an ability to pick up vibrations through 
the ground.  It feeds on earthworms, insect larvae and slugs and has a lifespan of about 3 years.   
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Talking Bunnies 
We think our rabbits are quite special as they grunt and snort at us, as though they are trying to 
talk to us.  Unfortunately, they seem to do it most often when we are trying to put them to bed, 
which makes us wonder if they are actually telling us off! 

Their House
Our rabbits have a very luxurious house. They live in a Wendy house, with a long black pipe 
connected to it that they can run down to get to their run on the grass.  We love to go and sit in the 
Wendy house with our rabbits and stroke them!

Playtime
The rabbits love to get up early in the morning and play.  On a sunny evening they come out and 
do lots of hoppity skips and jumps.  We watch them playing sometimes and we think their favourite 
game is tag, when they take it in turns to chase each round and round their run.  They also play 
hide and seek too, when one rabbit stays in the run, and the other goes scrambling up the pipe and 
hides under a blanket.  We have bought them a ball with a bell in it so now we are trying to teach 
them football!  Daddy is hoping to buy them Stoke City football tops if they get good enough.   

By  Ella and Ewan

Tiger the Hamster
Our pet, Tiger, is a Campbell’s Russian Dwarf Hamster.  
There is another type called the Winter White Dwarf but 
there wasn’t one of those in the shop.

Taming
We are taming Tiger by putting him in a tub every day 
and letting him climb onto our hands, so that he gets 
used to us.  Never poke your finger at a hamster as 
they think it’s food.  Mommy did this and found Tiger 
attached to her finger by his teeth, and she accidentally 
launched him across the room.  Tiger was fine, but 
Mommy was a little shocked!

Exercise 
Tiger keeps fit by running on his wheel all night.  He runs and runs and runs.  So much and so 
noisily that he can no longer sleep in Ewan’s bedroom and he spends his evenings in the cloakroom.  
He also likes to climb up the bars of his cage like a ladder, rather than using the ramps.
We love watching Tiger play.  He is lots of fun.

By  Ewan Hampson

Pets’Page

The Bunnies
We have 2 female rabbits which we adopted from 
Pets at Home.  One is a Rex breed, the other is a 
sort of cross rex-dwarf we think.  Ella’s rabbit is 
white and is called Sparklez (with a z, not an s!).  
She is a pretty big bunny and is the same size as 
our cat.  Ewan’s rabbit is called Nilla and is lots of 
different colours.
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FriendsOfBearleyPark
At the Summer Fayre on 22nd July, Friends of Bearley Park (FOBP), who raise funds to provide play 
equipment for Bearley Park, organised outdoor games and competitions.  Here are the winners:

• Name the monkey -  Harley Lobb 

• Guess how many balloons in the car – first prize Arslan; second prize Sylvia 

FOBP would like to thank all who came to Bearley Fete and who supported FOBP activities.   They 
would also like to say a huge thank you to Volkswagen Stratford-upon-Avon for the VW Polo and 
especially the sign writing on the car which everyone commented on!

Kizzy  Warner

 

Charity BINGO Night 
 

Saturday 25th November 2017 

Bearley Village Hall 
Eyes down 7:30pm 

 

Funds raised go towards Bearley Village Park 

 

 

Bring your own 
alcohol or 
softdrinks 
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BearleyMotoring
Mis-fuelling misadventures - by David Harrison

Back in the dark ages (well, 1962), when it was not so serious if you put the wrong fuel in your car I 
made this mistake. 

I was driving back on leave from Germany in my two-year-old Mini 850 and I thought I would see 
how far I could get on a tank of petrol. In those days, in the forces in Germany, we had the benefit 
of cheap fuel. We could buy, each month, a fuel allowance of coupons that were exchangeable at 
the fuel stations of the company who had the contract to supply the British Forces. Usually this was 
BP, but a German company called ARAL often had the business. They were unusual because much of 
their fuel was made from coal using the techniques developed during the Second World War, but I 
digress!

I filled the Mini to the brim at Aachen and set off for home, having taken the precaution of filling 
a gallon can as my reserve. All went well and I survived the awful three lane road from Liege to 
Brussels. This stretch was said to be so dangerous that Jackie Ikyx (the Belgian racing driver who 
won Le Mans many times) was said to sharpen his reflexes by driving on this road ! Belgians had 
only just had to take a driving test, so it must have been true! I got to Ostend and arrived a bit early 
so was able to take an earlier boat. “Is only a leetle car, we put it in the captain’s cabin!” Not many 
Minis in those days.

Once in the UK it was up the A2 to 
London, through London on to the MI 
(Wow!  A motorway!), fuel gauge still 
registering, on to the M45. Gauge 
showing not much! Now on the A45, 
still going until I reached the 
Stonebridge island when the pump 
ticked, but the car stopped. At last, tank 
dry. About 300 miles on about six and 
a half gallons....over 45mpg! 

927

By now it was dark and I had another 30 miles to go, so no problem. Out with the spare can, tip it in  
and that will get me home. 

As I poured the contents of the can I thought “this feels and sounds a bit gloopy” so I stopped (having 
poured in about half the can). What I haven’t said was that my Mini had quite a thirst for oil, so I 
carried a gallon can with me. Yes, you have guessed it. I had poured half a gallon of Duckhams finest 
20/50 into the tank. Well, thinks I, better put the gallon of petrol in and see if it will run. A one third 
oil to two thirds petrol mix is too much, and the Mini is not a two stroke!

Ten o’clock at night, no mobile phones, but the pub at Stonebridge was still open! A call to my long-
suffering father solved my problem! He came out in his Sunbeam Rapier with a rope and another can 
of petrol (still not enough dilution!) and towed me home. The car almost ran, but not really! 

Next day I filled the tank and cleaned the plugs and IT RAN. Not well, clouds of smoke, but IT RAN. I 
laid a smokescreen round Birmingham for a few days (putting in another gallon of petrol whenever 
the gauge dropped) and by the time my leave ended, the Mini was running normally! Thank goodness 
no catalytic converters on the exhaust in those days, so no harm done! 
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ALetterToTheEditor...
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BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function?  It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall, 
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities. 
The normal charges are:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

To book the Bar 
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully 
stocked on a sale or return basis and has 
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up 
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark 
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more 
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com

Dear editor,
This is a plea for help!

I need a home for the winter to park  “Lettuce” my 

green 1929 Austin Seven Saloon. It will fit in a really 

small garage  (it is only 10ft by 4 ft.!) 

Please help a keep a 92 year old out of the bad 

weather!

David Harrison harrisonsbearley@gmail.com 

01789 731042

Bearley XI play in Division 6 of the Cotswold Hills Cricket League. Their home ground is the Mill 
Field behind the Village Hall.  They play on Saturdays throughout the season, and this summer 
they won half of their matches, the best result being a win by 203 runs.

The following report is by Rob Yewer, the club fixture secretary:
The season has been quite mixed really with some good wins, but we struggle in some games as 
we have a small squad of 13 players. We finished 7th in the league with Darren Ross finishing 
3rd in the divisional batting awards and Mark Harris finishing 2nd in the bowling awards.

With more players we would like to challenge for the league and climb through the divisions as 
we have done before, so we are looking for new players to join next season. 

Players of all standards are welcome - contact me at rob.yewer@hotmail.co.uk

CricketSummerSeason2017
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Rubbish/Recycling Striking oil at the recycling centre!

In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

*The blue bin will be emptied as usual on Tuesday 2 January; the green bin will be emptied Saturday 6 January.

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)

Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Did you know? According to a UK YouGov poll:

1. 27% of consumers admit to disposing of their waste cooking oil down the sink – the main cause of costly 
   drain blockages.

2. 58% of UK householders mistakenly believe a water company picks up the bill should a drain on their 
   premises become blocked.

3. The average household throws away a tea cup of waste cooking oil every month when this valuable resource 
   could be recycled into clean electricity.

4. Natural cooking oils and fats can be recycled including vegetable, sunflower, rape seed and soya bean oil.

5. Encouragingly, 57% of people would be likely to take their waste cooking oil to their local household waste 
   recycling centre (HWRC) if only they knew where it was.

The Good News in Warwickshire - you can recycle cooking oil at your recycling centre.

Winter hours at Burton Farm recycling centre from 1 October
Monday – Friday 9.30 am – 3.15 pm   •   Saturday, Sunday 8.30am – 4.15 pm
The centres are busiest at weekends between 11.00am and 1.00pm. You may want to avoid these 
times if you can. At times you may be directed to another centre.

Seasonal composting tip
Fallen leaves, prunings, dead plants and flowers are great material to feed the compost bin this autumn. 
Use a lawnmower to collect up leaves. Shredding them as you go helps to speed up the composting process.
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Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries

The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2017

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or
 renew online at Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

A message from Debbie Bennett: The Home Delivery Library Service is a free 
service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile 
Library due to ill health or infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books 
to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal 
preferences. We offer books in both large and small print and also talking 
books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and 
would benefit from receiving the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or 
by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Titania - Alcester Mobile Library , B Route

November 7, 28 December 19

TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101. 
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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