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What a great day the fete was! Although the weather was rather wet at times, at least the sun shone in the 
morning and we villagers were able to enjoy ourselves. The amount raised was up on last year (see page 22) 
but the aim of the day was for people to have a good time, rather than just to make money for the village. 
Children were able to enjoy free time on the bouncy castle and free pony rides; there were children’s craft 
activities, outdoor games (including the stocks made by Daniel Buxton), ice creams and guess the number of 
sweets in a jar. For those a bit too old for the bouncy castle there were outdoor bowls, a display of vintage 
cars, craft stalls, cakes, refreshments and more. The photographs on the covers and inside were taken by my 
husband, Andrew. 

Also this month we have news of a christening in the village and, sadly, an obituary.  If you have a family event, 
perhaps of a wedding celebration, don’t forget to contact the Beacon and let us share your news.

I’m, still looking for news about your pet. Has anyone got a rabbit? Do let me know and I’ll come round and 
find out about it and we’ll take some photos.

The exciting news from the church is that at last we have a new rector.  His name is the Revd. Richard Mutter. He 
and his wife and 4 children will live in the vicarage in Snitterfield.  Read more about him on the church pages.
Lastly, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles and photographs to this 
edition of the Beacon and especially to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch

PS Your November edition of the Beacon may arrive just too late to remind you of the Social Club annual 
fireworks and bonfire which take place by the Village Hall on Friday 3rd November starting at 6.30 pm. See you 
there!

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on 01789 730507 or 
email bearleybeacon@aol.com  The copy date for the November 2017 Issue is 30th September 2017.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00

½ page   £20.00

¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.

The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00

½ page   £8.50

¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.

Front cover photo: Tom and Charlie Hawkes at the village fete.

Save the 
date!

Date Event Venue Time

Sat 16th Sept     Rubbish Friends     Village Hall     11am 

Thurs 21st Sept Bearley Gardeners’ AGM Village Hall 7.30 pm

Fri 3rd Nov Social Club Bonfire Village Hall field Bonfire 6.30 pm

  
 Fireworks 7.30 pm 



Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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I continue to be involved in the extensive induction programme and spending much time developing 
relationships with key officer contacts. Over the last few weeks I have attended transportation briefings, 
community briefings and my first Adult Social Care and Health Overview and Scrutiny Meeting. I also 
visited the Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service in Rugby, which does an outstanding job saving 
lives on roads and in buildings, as well as playing a key role in animal rescue. The Warwickshire Fire 
Service has a 75% success rate of reaching an RTA or fire within ten minutes from receiving the call – 
which is impressive in view of the rural outreach of the district.
 
The Warwickshire County Councillors’ Grant Fund for road safety and community organisations has 
now been launched and I have allocated budgets of £35k and £5k respectively to include all seven 
parishes within the Wellesbourne Division. The closing date for applications is Monday 9th October 
2017.
 
The grants for community and voluntary organisations provide funding for small scale projects that 
address local community priorities. This year’s application process is online and further information 
can be found by clicking on the following link:  http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/cllrgrants
 
A major road safety project that I am exploring with Bearley Parish Council and WCC is a pedestrian 
refuge on the A3400 which would be located within close proximity to the bus stop and Bearley 
Station. Whilst this project would absorb more than half of my transport-delegated budget, I believe 
such an initiative would bring considerable road safety benefits to local residents in Bearley.
 
At the Full Council Meeting in July councillors approved the proposal of £3.5 million from the WCC 
Capital Investment Fund for the A3400 Birmingham Road Stratford improvements. It is hoped that the 
proposed transport infrastructure plans will bring significant improvements to ease congestion in and 
around Stratford-upon-Avon.

Anne Parry
County Councillor – Wellesbourne Division
07917 117737
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

 CountyCouncillorReport
Warwickshire County Council Report
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ParishCouncilReport
Monday 17th July 2017 
The last meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 17 July 2017 at 7.00pm. 

Road Safety
Further to ongoing concern regarding the safety of pedestrians when crossing the A3400 
remedial options were evaluated with WCC. The Parish Council agreed to work with the 
County Council in order to apply for funding and to raise contributory funds, with a view to the 
installation of a raised pedestrian refuge.

Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that due to recent changes in personnel at the County Council he 
was to invite those new officers to carry out a site visit to explain the flooding issues within the 
village.

Housing Needs Survey
The results of the recent Housing Needs Survey had been received.  The survey which was 
carried out in 2011 had a response rate of some 35%; the 2017 survey received a response of 
26.33%, which indicated that only 84 out of 319 households had completed a survey.

Built Up Area Boundary (BUAB)
As part of the preparation of the Local Plan, SDC is consulting Green Belt villages on 
establishing the BUAB which defines the area within which the planning policies allow 
development. The Parish Council will be meeting SDC planners and will seek expert help if 
necessary.

Emergency Plan Review
The Clerk is in the process of updating the Bearley Community Emergency Plan and local 
people who feel they may be able to offer help, by way of a service in the event of an 
emergency, are urged to email the Clerk in order that their details may be included in the Plan.

Date of Next Meeting  18 September 2017 at 7.00pm
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Important Parish Notices
There are still vacancies for Parish Councillors and if you would like further information please contact 
me for an informal chat.

As I walk around the village I feel proud to belong to such a great community and do enjoy looking at 
the some of the wonderful gardens, which give me inspirational ideas for my own garden next year.

What would really improve the overall aspect of the village and the gardens within, is some TLC to 
hedges which outline properties.  May I ask you all to take a look at the perimeter of your property, 
including the footway, and consider that your hedges and trees may benefit from attention?

Whilst I am in the process of updating the Emergency Plan, if you consider that you may have 
particular special needs in the event of any emergency, I am collating a list of residents who may be 
more vulnerable than others.  Please let me have your details for the file.   

Rubbish Friends is a voluntary group which was started this Spring. It had been hoped to attract 
around a dozen volunteers but they now have well over 100 which is fantastic.They go out litter 
picking roughly once a month and often around 30 volunteers attend.

Thanks to a wonderful group of supporters and sponsors they now have all the equipment that they 
need and do not need any funding. The only thing that they do ask of Friends is that they bring along 
a pair of gardening gloves, or similar.

They are careful to sort all the litter that they pick and roughly 70% gets recycled. At the end of each 
outing they contact the Streetscene team at SDC, tell them where the sacks have been left and they 
collect them the next working day.The group is keen to support the setting up of satellite groups in 
the villages and is delighted that both Bearley and Snitterfield have expressed an interest in joining 
Rubbish Friends.

Here’s where you can help! The group is coming to Bearley on Saturday 16 September and meeting at 
the Village Hall at 11am to litter-pick the area for two hours.

The group also gives lots of awareness talks in the community, often to youth groups, and usually in 
partnership with the Hedgehog Friendly Town girls (as featured on the BBC Countryfile show), who are also 
Rubbish Friends. They will explain the implications of littering, including the danger it poses to wildlife.

If you require any more information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Nicola Everall
Parish Clerk, 07940 76727, bearleypc@outlook.com
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BearleyWebsite

BearleySports&SocialClub

www.bearley.org is the website for the village. At 
present it is being updated and should soon be up 
and running with the latest news and activities in the 
village. Any suggestions regarding the website should 
be sent to: bearley.org1@gmail.com

Bonfire night  
Friday 3rd November 

Lighting of bonfire 6.30 pm
Fireworks 7.30 pm

Food and refreshments available. 
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We meet on the Second Tuesday of each Month at Bearley Village hall between 2 & 4pm.  These 
photos were taken by Andrew Gorsuch at the June meeting.  One shows Jo Wall demonstrating 
how to construct a particular style of arrangement; the other shows all the members present that 
day, with their interpretations of this style. For more details contact Jo Wall on 731872 or email  
josephinewall67@gmail.com

BearleyFlowerClub
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June Beryl Hayton
June Beryl Hayton aged 89 of Grange Road, Bearley, passed away at home on the 7th June, 2017.

June was born in Claverdon, later moving to Wilmcote. On her marriage to Kenneth Hayton (the boy 
next door) she moved to Bearley, firstly to live on “Dipwell” in a Nissen Hut, and then to “College Hill” 
in a pre-fab. They were hard times but there was a great community spirit. When Grange Road was 
built the family was offered a house there. With the family growing up June worked in Bearley Post 
Office, then on the former RAF campsite, later moving to the village shop where she was well known 
by all the local residents, young and old, for her pleasant and cheerful nature. June enjoyed meeting 
people and was a member of several clubs, latterly Bearley Flower Club, which she greatly enjoyed. 
June lived in Grange Road until her death. 

She leaves behind two daughters, four grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
June will be sadly missed by all who knew her but she is now re-united with her husband, Ken.

Jo Wall

June with her 
arrangement at the 
Flower Club in 2010.
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July Meeting
Bearley Gardeners met half an hour earlier than normal at 7.00 pm on Thursday 20th July 2017 
in order to make the most of our usual summer evening’s Garden Stroll at this point in our year’s 
programme. We were visiting the garden of Pete and Jo Wall in Bearley, where we enjoyed some light 
refreshment and a tour of their “Half Acre” of land. This was the final meeting of our September 2016 
to July 2017 programme.

Pete and Jo had purchased a half acre of land from the grass field adjoining their back garden many 
years ago and have built it up into a thriving business. They planted a hawthorn hedge around the 
boundary which now provides privacy, plus protection and shelter for the crops and hens. They sell 
their fresh garden vegetables and fruit together with eggs from their own hens and honey from their 
own bees. They also preserve some of their garden produce pickled in jars and they make jam from 
some of their fruits and sell these.

Jo also takes classes in flower arranging in the Village Hall and goes to other Gardening Clubs with 
her demonstrations which are very popular. They lead a busy life!

Showers were in the weather forecast for the meeting, but fortunately, despite there being shower 
clouds around, we saw some sunshine as Pete took us on a tour of their garden. He had created 
vegetable plots which were full of cabbages, broccoli, sprouts, onions, leeks, and surprisingly, hardly 
any white fly!  There were also tomatoes, some in the greenhouse.

After the tour, our Chairman, Derek Bull, gave a vote of thanks to Pete and Jo in particular for all their 
efforts, and to everybody who had helped in any way to make this another most enjoyable evening 
meeting.

BearleyGardeners
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Our first meeting of the September 2017 to July 2018 programme, is the AGM, which takes place 
in Bearley Village Hall at 7.30 pm. on Thursday 21st September. The AGM will be held first, to be 
followed by the Produce Show which is now a regular and enjoyable part of the meeting. The main 
focus of this meeting is, however, to appoint a new Chairman to replace Derek Bull who is retiring. 
Derek instigated the idea of a Bearley Gardeners Club at a meeting for interested people in October 
2007 and was voted as Chairman at the following Steering Committee meeting on 31st October 2007. 
We also need a new Secretary to replace Graeme Davidson who, at the same Steering Committee 
meeting, was elected as a committee member responsible for publicity and then, on 16th October 
2010, was elected as Secretary to replace Ian Williams who was retiring. The present officers are both 
retiring after ten years of holding these positions of responsibility.

We hope that two members will be interested in taking on these two positions so that Bearley 
Gardeners can look forward to many more years of enjoyable, informative meetings. 

Graeme Davidson
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BearleyGardeners
Tenth Annual General Meeting, Thursday 21st September 2017, In Bearley Village Hall at 7.30 pm

Agenda
 1. Notice of Meeting & Apologies
 2. Chairman’s Report
 3. Treasurer’s Report
 4. Secretary’s Report
 5. Election of Officers & Committee
            a. Derek Bull will be standing down as Chairman
            b. Graeme Davidson will be standing down as Secretary
 6. Any Other Business
 7. Produce Competition: One vegetable / One Flower / One Fruit / One (4” x 6”) photograph 
  taken in your garden, and Something edible, made from your garden.
 8. Judging of entries by everyone attending
 9. Refreshments
 10. Award of prizes to 1st & 2nd in each class and for overall winner with the most points
 11. Membership Enrolment and Raffle

Programme for 2017-2018
2017
Sept 21st AGM and Produce Show.
Oct 19th  To be decided.
Nov 16th Practical taking of shrub cuttings with Andy Pedrick.
Dec 21st  Christmas meeting  - where and content to be decided.

2018
Jan 18th  Alpine Beauty in Yunnan, China, with Duncan Coombs.
Feb 15th  Reluctant Gardening - Derek Bull.
Mar 15th  An alternative look at Weeds - Roger Umpelby.
Apr 19th  Fabulous Fuchsias - Angela Thompson.
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There has been a Lunch Club in the village since June 
1983, and we sincerely thank all our members and 
helpers who have made it so much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the Village Hall 
costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, ice-cream and soft 
drinks).You don’t have to be a Senior Citizen to join us, 
so please come along – don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 

Gwen Smith

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub
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10GardeningTipsForSeptember

• Start to reduce the frequency of houseplant watering.
• Keep up with watering of new plants, using rain or grey water if possible.
• It is time to think about collecting or buying seeds for next year. Select your own plants that have 
 produced seeds within your garden before they disperse. Collect them into envelopes so you can mark 
 and label them.
• Divide herbaceous perennials.
• Time to take woody herb cuttings such as sage, rosemary and lavender. Take new growth that has not 
 flowered this year and a heel cutting will establish with more success.
• Dig up remaining potatoes before slug damage spoils them.
• If you have not trimmed your lavender, now is the time; this encourages new bushy growth and will 
 prevent your plant looking woody and bare.
• Pick autumn raspberries.
• Keep dead heading to prolong the flowering of roses and perennial flowers. This is best done on a daily 
 basis so it does not become a chore.
• Plant spring flowering bulbs.
• Net ponds before leaf fall gets underway
• Clean out cold frames and greenhouses so that they are ready for use in the autumn
• Cover leafy vegetable crops with bird-proof netting

Sow green manure. Use mustard, alfalfa, buckwheat, clover, Hungarian grazing rye or phacelia to 
improve the soil and suppress weeds. Once these have germinated, wait six weeks before digging in.

 A Michaelmas Daisy - Aster frikarti  



16

StMaryTheVirgin
St Mary’s Church has  a new rector, the Revd. Richard Mutter.  It is over a year since our last rector, 
the Revd. Richard Livingstone retired, and since then services have been taken by visiting local retired 
clergy.  Our special thanks go to the Revd. Richard Smith who was often at Bearley on a Sunday 
morning.  The new rector will be in charge of the 5 churches of the Arden Valley Benefice: St James 
the Great at Snitterfield; St Mary the Virgin Bearley; Holy Trinity, Langley; St Mary the Virgin, Norton 
Lindsey and St Mary the Virgin, Wolverton. He and his family will live at the vicarage in Snitterfield.

Elizabeth Gorsuch

Letter from the new Rector
Dear brothers and sisters,
I write these words in the middle of July as we prepare to move to the Arden Valley benefice and for 
me to take up the post of Rector.  It is a very exciting (and very busy) time, and we are all looking 
forward to meeting you and getting to know you over the forthcoming weeks and months.  I am 
especially looking forward to preaching at St. James, Snitterfield at Evensong on Sunday 23rd July 
to mark their patronal festival.  I hope to ‘get around’ to all of the churches as soon as possible after 
that so that I can meet as many people as possible, but if you see me around and about before that 
then please say hello!

I thought it might be interesting if I tell you a little about me – I was born and bred in Worcester, 
and I went to school there before going to university where I read physics.  I then worked, mostly in 
management consultancy, until 2011 when, after a very brief period of teacher training, I started 
theological training at Ripon College, Cuddesdon [near Oxford].  I was ordained deacon in 2014 
and priest in 2015 and served my curacy in a benefice of seven parishes in rural South Shropshire.  
During my curacy, I began to understand that I am called to serve God in a rural context – in the 
small villages and communities of the countryside.  I am particularly keen that the church should be 
seen as a key part of our communal life, not just something we do on Sundays.  I am enthusiastic 
about my own discipleship and encouraging others on their journeys as well.  

Collette and I have four children – James, Henry, George, and Alice - who bring great joy and lots 
of noise into our lives.  James is hoping to study Sport at Stratford College and the three younger 
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children are all home-schooled.  Outside of ministry, I 
enjoy cricket and rugby, and in rare quiet moments I enjoy 
reading theology as part of my MA studies.

We are all very excited about our new post in the Arden 
Valley and we look forward to meeting everyone soon!

With love and blessings,

Richard and family

Letter from the Church Secretary
The world God has created is full of wonder and amazement. July, and the corn has been harvested 
already! There has always been climate change, just read the Bible and history, and man has always 
been involved, more so today than in the past. There are certainly more of us, fewer wild animals 
and many worldly problems. What of the future? As the expression goes ‘God Knows’. He really does, 
we just have to trust in Him, be with Him each and every day as “He works his purpose out”.

We are so looking forward to ‘meeting and greeting’ our new Rector, Rev. Richard  Mutter and his 
young family, and we keenly await his induction on Tuesday 17th October by the Bishop of Warwick 
so that  we can proceed as the United Benefice of the Arden Valley to build on our combined existing 
strengths in upholding the Faith. In the meantime – some dates for your diary:

Sunday 24th September Harvest Festival  
Thursday 28th September Harvest Supper on at the Navigation Inn, Wootton Wawen
Tuesday 17th October   Induction of Revd Richard Mutter, St James Snitterfield
Wednesday 1st November All Saints Day evening service
Sunday 11th November Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 3rd December Service of Light for Advent 
Sunday 24th December  Carol Service 10.30am
Monday 25th December Christmas Day morning Communion at 10.30am

All the times and other information will be confirmed in the Link or on the notice board, once the 
Rector in installed.

Our new rector, Richard Mutter



818

This issue of the Beacon is an excellent time to give you fair warning that David and I will be 
preparing the rotas for Flower Arranging and Cleaning in 2018. I do hope all our brilliant volunteers 
will be continuing, but if there are any changes, please let us know as soon as possible. We would be 
delighted if anyone would care to join the team. Many hands make light work.

Have you seen our new refurbished path to the church? We have to thank John Inman for his ideas 
and hard work in this transformation.

Yours with love and faith in Christ.

Jane Harrison
PS The monthly street prayer rota is ongoing – in September we pray for Cherry Lane; in October for 
St Mary’s Acre.   Don’t be alone out there. Come to Church, pray with us, make new friends. Everyone 
is welcome. You never know, you might 
like it!!!!  And we would love to see you. Rector: Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475

Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042
Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

September:
Sunday 3 BCP 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Pam Barnett Mr & Mrs Jackman

Sunday 10 CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mr & Mrs Hannis

Sunday 17 CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs H. Hiatt (donation) Mr & Mrs Passalacqua

Sunday 24 MP 1030 Family Service  All Mrs D Ridgard & Family

October:
Sunday 1 BCP 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs D Tomlin

Sunday 8  CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Doreen Bannister Mrs J Meaden

Sunday 15 CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs J Rouse & Candy

Sunday 22 MP 1030 Family Service  Mrs Vera Rose Mrs D Bannister

Sunday 29 TBA Parish Service  Refresh Dr & Mrs Gorsuch
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Nancy’s christening
A sunny celebration
A collective sigh of relief was heard in the Reeves 
household on the morning of Sunday 6th August - the 
sun was shining for baby Nancy’s baptism! It was 
lovely to stroll up to the church and to see so many 
familiar friendly local faces, as well as being joined 
by family and friends from far and wide. 

A huge thank you to everyone at the church who 
helped proceedings run smoothly and who gave 
everyone such a warm welcome. We had a super, 
super day. Nancy seemed to enjoy every minute 
of her baptism, and we were all brilliantly fed and 
watered at The Bulls Head afterwards. 

We hope to see you many of you in church soon.

Katie Reeves
Nancy with her father, Paul, her mother, Katie and brother, Sam

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
This year we celebrated our 20th Anniversary 
with members old and new.
We are very proud that at least 5 members who play regularly are over the age of ninety 
proving that gentle exercise is great for keeping fit and healthy.
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Wenda Fletcher bowling at the 

Summer Fete Rosalie Kimberley. Ken Holt and John Shuttleworth

Rosalie Kimberley in action

Photos by Rhoda Lingard

New members are welcomed and coaching can be given by experienced members. There is no need 
to have any equipment initially as bowls are available to borrow but flat soled bowling shoes are 
necessary - socks are fine at first.

We have three mats so up to 24 members can play during a session but membership is around 50. 
Many of our members play outside in the summer at the Avon Bowls Club by the river in Stratford 
upon Avon. Although we are no longer members of the local leagues we had a Friendly Match with 
Napton Bowls Club at the end of July which was much enjoyed by all.

We usually play for about an hour then have a tea break and play on for another hour. Birthdays 
and anniversaries are very important and are celebrated with special cakes and a glass of wine. The 
standard of play in the second half is so much better! 

The social side of the club is so important. If you listened in to the conversations - ranging from 
how the grandchildren are getting on, to recent doctor’s visits, golf tournaments, to television 
programmes, you would be amused and amazed. There is always much laughter and maybe a few 
asides or one-liners from the gentlemen!

During the year our AGM and Christmas Celebration are held at the Henley Golf Club where we are 
always made very welcome. We also have a ‘Fish and Chip’ evening and an in-house tournament. 
In July we were very happy to take part in the Village Fayre and Fete with our fun bowling game 
outside on the field. We raised £42.00 to go towards the Village Community Projects.

As you can see this is a friendly club and we are happy to welcome new members with no age limit. 
It’s never too late to start something new. If you are interested please contact the Club Chairman 
Jack Fawke 01789 296343.

Rhoda L ingard  
(Vice Chairman)
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As we woke up on Saturday 22 July, the weather looked fairly good and soon preparations for the 
fete were underway. The bunting was up, the marquee and the gazebo erected, the bouncy castle 
was blown up and the vintage cars rolled up. By noon, the village folk started to arrive to enjoy the 
(free) pony rides for the children, wet sponge throwing at the stocks and games organised by Kizzy 
Warner and Friends of Bearley Park, and the outdoor bowls.  

There was food cooked on the barbecue by Derek Bull and Jo Wall, while Pete Wall ran his home-
produced pickles and preserves stall. Inside were games and trade stalls selling craft goods. Julie 
Webb and Linda organised the indoor refreshments, Gill Groom ran the children’s craft activities, 
John Allies and Dave Groom dished out the prizes on the tombola, and Gwen and Jean Bull ran the 
very successful raffle.

Then it started to rain.  This is when the marquee with the Craft and Product Show exhibits came in 
handy! This was the first year there had been a small show for locally produced produce and the 
categories were: (i) a medley of 3 vegetables (ii) 3 cut flowers in a vase and (iii) a photographic 
scene of Bearley. The winners were: 

3 Vegetables 
1  Joe Passalacqua
2  Christine Drake
3  Gwen Smith

It would be great to be able to make this bigger next year with more exhibits.

Luckily the sun did come out again for a while for us to enjoy the outdoor games and to examine 
the cars, or just to stay inside to buy the last of the cakes on the cake stall run by Caroline and 
Stephenie, and to tell Eve Gould how many sweets were in the jars. The winners of this were:

JAR 1 - Bridgette Pollard - 140 Wrapped Sweets

JAR 2 - Julia Hayes - 105 Flying Saucers

Photo of Bearley
1  Jo Wall (The Manor House)
2  Jo Wall (Cloud formation Grange Road)
3  Stephenie Hawkins (Bearley snow scene)

3 Flowers
1  Gwen Smith
2  John Allies
3  Christine Drake 

BearleyVillageFete
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Graeme Davison and 

Sylvia Orton at the Bearley 

Gardeners’ Stall

Daniel Buxton in the stocks

Stephenie Hawkins and Caroline 
Taylor on the Cake Stall

The raffle prize winners were:

1st Prize:  Hotter Shoe Voucher Value £80 - Julie Webb

2nd Prize:  Luxury Summer Hamper - Trish (Henley in Arden)

3rd Prize:  1000w Food Processer - Caroline (Stratford)

4th Prize:  Vintage Tea for 2  Henley Golf & Country Club - Katie

5th Prize:  Bottle of Champagne - Russell 

6th Prize:  Ice Cream Maker - Arslan 

7th Prize:  2 Bottles of Bearley Vineyard Wine - B Mulkeen 
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Derek Bull and Jo Wall at the BBQ

The committee would like to thank everyone who helped (I know I haven’t got all the names here) 
and to thank all who gave tombola or raffle prizes. I’d especially like to thank Jo and Pete Wall for 
all the hard work they put in to make the day such a success.  The total amount raised for Friends of 
Bearley Village was £945.15. Well done everyone! 

Elizabeth Gorsuch

Folk in the Village Hall
Eve Gould – Guess the number of 
sweets in the jar

Carla, Lotti (with Hugo the dog) and Ollie

Friends of Bearley Village now have a BBQ.  This is 
available for hire to Bearley Village residents when you 
hire the hall for your function.  For more information 
contact: jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com
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Ready for the feast!

PuddingClub by  David Groom

On Saturday June 17th at 7pm Bearley W.I. held their annual fundraiser. This year’s event ‘The 
Pudding Club’ was held at Bearley Village Hall.

Guests were first served a choice of either lasagne or quiche, all home cooked. They then moved 
on to the main event of the evening - to eat as many puddings as they could fit in from the huge 
selection which had all been made by members of Bearley W.I. The food was enjoyed with drinks 
which the guests themselves provided.

On a lovely summer’s evening, with cricket being played in the village field and people tucking into 
lovely puddings, a good time was had by all. Gwen, of course, ran the usual successful raffle.

The choice was very varied as you can see from the puddings which were on offer:

People left very satisfied, with expanded waistlines and a smile on their faces. The winner was one 
gentleman who sampled nine puddings. Roll on next year!

Boozy Cheesecake Lemon Meringue Mars Trifle
Bread & Butter Pudding Profiteroles  Sticky Toffee Pudding
Coffee & Stem Ginger Sponge Sticky Date and Ginger Pudding Norwegian Cream
Chocolate Trifle Bakewell Tart Fresh Fruit Pavlova
Chocolate Brownies Gooseberry Crumble
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Children’sCookeryClub
The Children’s Cookery Club met for the last time before the summer holiday on Wednesday 12 July.  
Once again the children were all having a great time as we watched Gill Groom and her helpers put 
the cheese and potato pasties into the oven. Also on the menu were jam tarts. Savoury goodies cooked 
by the children so far have included: toad in the hole, burgers, pizza, cottage pie, fish fingers and mini 
cheese cakes.  They’ve also cooked mini apple pies, jammy dodger biscuits, choc chip cookies and fruit 
smoothies, and have decorated Easter biscuits and cakes. Well done Gill!

The Club has been such a success that by popular demand cooking will start again on Wednesday 
September 13th. It is open to all children in the village and costs £2 per child or £3 for the family.  If 
your children would like to go it is very important that you let Gill know beforehand so that there are 
enough ingredients for everybody. Contact Gill on 730304 well in advance.

Elizabeth Gorsuch

Harley and Lucas with their jam tarts
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100Club
This is open to all residents of Bearley Village and helps to raise money 
for the village. The draw takes place at the end of each month. Half of the money 
goes to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes; the other half goes into Friends of Bearley Village funds for Bearley 
community projects.  The cost per year is £12 (£1 per month). So far funds have helped to provide:

• Bearley Village Hall - Water heater for the kitchen
• Bearley Park - Toddler equipment and top up funds for Summer Fayre 2016
• St Mary the Virgin - New lighting
• After School Children’s Cookery Club run by Gill Groom – Cooking equipment
• Bearley Village Hall – 7 new tables
• Bearley Village Hall - Funding for hearing loop

Subscriptions for the next year (September 2017 - August 2018) are due by the 13th September. 
Please don’t forget to renew your subscription to ensure you are in the draw for the end of 
September 2017. 

Not a member yet? Why not join this very simple way to help your village?
Please contact: Jo Wall - jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com 

June 2017 100 Club Draw  July 2017 100 Club Draw

1st Prize: Tony Bradbury (No:8) 1st Prize:  John Allies (No: 16)
2nd Prize: Bob Woodward (No:98) 2nd Prize: Jo Wall (No: 99)
3rd Prize: Vera Rose (No:23)  3rd Prize:  Madeleine Parker (No: 103)

Thank you all for your continuing support. Kind Regards,

Jo Wall
Chair & Treasurer Friends of Bearley Village

Sadly after the Village Fete on 22 July an episode of minor vandalism was witnessed outside the 
Village Hall, when some bunting was pulled down. The youngsters responsible were from the 
village.  We do hope this will not occur again as the hall is there for everyone in Bearley to enjoy.
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BearleyVillageHall
Snitterfield Road, Bearley, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 0SR

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

In addition you can hire the bar (see 
photos) for your function from Mark and 
Katie at the Sports Club. The bar is fully 
licenced and insured, fully stocked on 
a sale or return basis and has double-
chilled beer lines dispensing up to 4 
products. For more information contact 
either Katie 07854 801 621 or Mark 
07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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The Bearley Green development was built in roughly three phases, starting in 1982 and completed in 
1988. In 1942 land was acquired to build RAF Snitterfield and an area east of St Mary’s Church was 
used to build the domestic and administrative quarters for the camp.

Following WW2, the site was used to house displaced persons and those taking ‘working holidays’ on 
local farms. A Social Club was created, along with a Holiday Camp (see article in July 2017 Bearley 
Beacon). Bearley WI also had a hut for their use. Part of the planning approval included the building 
of a new Village Hall & Social Club on the Sportsfield site on Snitterfield Road.

Following the demolition of the ex-RAF buildings the site was cleared for building a development of 58 
houses. The first ones were built off Church Lane and within Greenswood about 1982. W.A. Cox Ltd of 
Evesham were the builders, who carefully designed properties which were traditional in appearance, 
but incorporated all modern conveniences. Handmade bricks and clay roof tiles were used in the 
construction. All woodwork (interior & exterior) was stained brown in Dulux Woodsheen, which had 
been disputed by Bearley Parish Council under the Chair of Lady Young who showed a preference for 
white woodwork. 

“The prestigious location has demanded a high degree of sensitive planning to achieve a successful 
blend of old and new. This is why our design team has painstakingly preserved the mature trees 
throughout and has carefully planned the new homes in small intimate groups.”

WI Hut

BearleyGreen by  Derek Bull
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All properties were heated by propane gas, with tanks located in each garden. Initially it was thought 
that the village sewage system would not cope, so designs were in place for each property to have its 
own septic tank.  Fortunately these were not needed. The builders specification was very generous for 
the time and included such items as ornamental gas fire, brick built feature fireplace, all light bulbs 
and plugs (this was the time when electrical appliances were not fitted with plugs, due to the duplicity 
of dual round and square pin systems), a rotary clothes drier, vinyl covered flooring for kitchen and 
bathrooms, curtain for en-suite shower, small paved patio at rear, shrubs to mask gas tanks, a porch 
light, choice of colour for sanitary ware (Avocado Green, Indian Ivory, Damask Red, Sepia Brown, Navy 
Blue to name but a few!), flowering tree in front garden and all towel rails.

Many established and fully grown trees were kept, which made the area seem more established than 
one would have expected. The second phase of the development did not recommence until the threat 
of very large GPO aerials on the airfield subsided. Building work stated in 1985 for Bearley Green 
(which were plots that faced the grassed area against Snitterfield Road) and St Mary’s Acre. On 
early plans St Mary’s Acre and Cherry Lane were connected and included relatively few large houses. 
Each design was denoted by a number: Type 1 - 2/3 Bedroom Bungalow costing £62,000; Type 3 - 3 
Bedroom House costing £58,000; Type 4B - 4 Bedroom House costing £74,500; Type 5B - 4 Bedroom 
House costing £85,000. Individual plots were designated with the suffix A or B, which incorporated 
different floor layouts.

St Mary’s Acre 1986

Cherry Lane c.1987
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In late 1987 the final phase of Bearley Green was started in Cherry Lane.  By this time the building 
firm had been taken over by Pearce Construction. A brochure of the final phase is available in PDF 
format, please send your email details to bygonebearley@btinternet.com for a free copy.

Bearley Green won a number of design awards in the mid-1980s and has proved to be a comfortable 
place to live, with many houses still occupied by their original owners.
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Pet’sPage
Life in the slow lane by Katie
Whoever would have thought that owning tortoises would be so entertaining? We inherited Sally and 
Mrs (and Mr, who sadly died) a few years ago. The first thing we had to do was tortoise-proof the 
garden because they are escape artists! Mrs is always looking for a way out – she’ll try to climb the 
gate, move all of the plant pots, and dig under the hedge!

Sally is the greedy little one. Up first in the morning, she’ll glare at the kitchen window if I haven’t left 
enough food out, and she’ll come and knock on the back door or stroll into the kitchen if her supper is late.

In our garden, the tortoises are definitely in charge. They have a lovely big compost heap to live in, 
and our little dog is so wary of them (she just doesn’t trust the fact they can hide in their shells!) she 
won’t doze on the grass in the summer – that’s the tortoise’s domain.

They’re very friendly though, and will take lettuce or chicory from our hands. They’re about 80 years 
old now, but we hope they stay with us long enough for our baby Nancy to be able to enjoy them in the 
garden in years to come. 

Sally (left) and Mrs (right)
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NatureNotes by  Brian Young

Readers of this column will have long realised that although I like anything relating to Nature, my 
first love is Birds.   So this month I am going to appeal to all Bearley Residents to help me broaden the 
wildlife – and birds – which I report to you.  If you see any wildlife which you think is unusual give me 
a ring on 731671; immediately if you can, but it doesn’t matter if your find has gone because many 
species often return to the same area.  I already have photos of 38 different bird species taken in my 
garden and an extra 6 can be added for species seen in Bearley but not in my garden, making 44 for 
the village.  In addition I have 11 bird photos taken at the Golf Club, a grand total of 55.  The fact that 
I only have 6 birds taken outside my garden makes me believe that there must be more.  In the last 
week or two I have been told that a Barn Owl and a Red Kite have been seen hovering over the village 
so I am on the lookout for both of them – I have seen Red Kites in other parts of the country but not 
the Midlands – they are beautiful birds as you can see from the photo which I took in Wales.

For wildlife other than birds, besides the odd animal I would be interested in places where you have 
seen butterflies, dragonflies and any other insects which might be of interest.

I look forward to your help and co-operation.  



34

StratfordOaksGolfClub
After RAF Snitterfield closed, the land was originally used as a high-frequency radio receiving 
station. In 1967 it was considered ‘state of the art’ with a central control unit which many people 
visited from all over the world (see http://alancordwell.co.uk/Legacy/hfradio/bearley.html).  The 
station closed in 1980.  Now the north-east section of the airfield is the Stratford Oaks Golf Club and 
the south-east section is home to Stratford-upon-Avon Gliding Club. Parts of the old airfield are still 
under the 18 hole golf course and footings of buildings still remain.

The Golf Club celebrated its 25th anniversary last year, and since the retirement of the owners 
last year it now runs as a Members Club. It is the only club in the local area registered with the 
Government as a Community Amateur Sports Club which means that it is not profit-making and 
offers an affordable membership category .Its subscription fees are among the lowest around the 
Stratford area. (If a person  U16 has a parent or grandparent who is a full member there is no 
subscription fee at all!)

There are very active Men’s, Ladies’ and Senior’s Sections, as well as 3 Junior age groups.  
Beginners may join group coaching lessons with the experienced coach Andy Dunbar. Anyone may 
try the course as a prospective member by contacting the Director of Golf, Nigel Powell on 01789 
731982 or admin@stratfordoaks.co.uk
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Overlooking the lake at the clubhouse is a restaurant. This is open to the public and may be hired 
for private functions.

You may have seen youngsters on the course.  Every Friday Warwick Junior School pupils enjoy 
group coaching in the beautiful surroundings.  Also coming for group coaching with the Director of 
Golf once a week are youngsters from The Welcombe Hills Special School. A group of about a dozen 
sixth formers, some in wheelchairs, come with three teachers.  The students really enjoy their golf 
lesson, and so does their coach!  

Elizabeth Gorsuch
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Do you need help with heating?
Interested in getting a brand new boiler for free? Each year thousands of people benefit from 
government grants making their homes more energy-efficient and reducing their carbon footprint. 
The grants, which are intended to help vulnerable and low income households, don’t have to be 
repaid, but in order to qualify you must satisfy various criteria. These can be seen on the website 
www.heating-grants.uk 

Whilst the website caters for those receiving benefits from the government, there are also have 
options for those that don’t! Help can be given  through a mixture of private finance & Government 
funding with:

Gas Boilers
Oil/LPG Boilers
Electric Storage Heaters

Air Source  Heat Pumps
Biomass Boilers
Boiler Finance
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

Fed up with waste?
Join Zero Waste Week 4-8 Sept 2017.
Zero Waste Week is a grassroots campaign raising awareness of the environmental impact of waste 
and empowering participants to reduce waste.

Launched in 2008, the campaign is conducted almost exclusively online via this website, 
e-newsletters and social media.

Sign up to The Zero Waste quarterly newsletter and to get daily emails throughout Zero Waste 
Week.

Once you’re signed up you’ll get your FREE ebook - 15 easy ways to save over £1,500 a year.

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)

Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.
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Foodbank Plea at Harvest Time

Stratford Foodbank is asking local schools, churches, and community groups to consider collecting 
food this harvest time. Since starting in 2013, the town’s foodbank has provided for over 6,000 
people. Each year the number increases, with this year showing a 27% increase based on the same 
period last year. Currently the Foodbank provides more than 160 food parcels a month, with a 
quarter of those going to children. Stratford’s Foodbank Manager Marion Homer said,

“The people of Stratford have been overwhelmingly generous to the Foodbank. Every tin donated 
and every minute spent volunteering really does make a difference to those facing crisis. 
Unfortunately, we have seen a significant increase in use this year and some months we give away 
more food than we receive. However, we are fortunate that the community always responds to our 
appeals and our service remains viable.

We are now planning for winter. Foodbank usage rises at this time as those on low incomes often 
can’t afford both food and fuel bills. Given the double impact of an expected seasonal increase 
combined with the current year on year rise, we are once again appealing for help. 

Harvest is a time that thoughts turn naturally to sharing the abundance that many of us have. We 
would ask that any school, church, or business that organises a harvest collection to consider how 
they might help us. We have a team of volunteers who would happily speak to any group about the 
work of the Foodbank in our town.

The Foodbank doesn’t just provide emergency food parcels. Our signposting support means we 
can help stabilise the situation faced by our clients, providing some breathing space and guidance 
about what to do next. We aim to ensure our clients leave us knowing they are cared for and valued, 
feeling hopeful and not full of dread about the future.”

Stratford’s Foodbank is a total community project with everyone in Stratford able to contribute 
should they wish. The public can make food donations through foodbank collection baskets in 
Morisons, Waitrose, Tesco and Holy Trinity Church* 
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The Foodbank’s volunteers are the lifeblood of the organisation giving up their time to ensure 
people in the community get the help and support they urgently need. Funding from the Town Trust 
enables the Foodbank to bring this community support together to create a caring and professional 
service that meets an urgent need in the town. Should any group wish to collect either food or 
money for the foodbank, or would like to request a speaker please contact Marion Homer, the 
Foodbank Manager on info@stratforduponavon.foodbank.org.uk 

The Foodbank would be grateful for the following items (NB everything should be tinned or 
packaged, in date and supplied in small sizes):

• Tinned Spaghetti Eg Ravioli, Spaghetti Bolognaise
• Tinned Meat - Ham/Corned Beef; Tinned Pies 
• Tinned Meat Meals - Curry/Stewed Steak/Casserole 
• Tinned Fish
• Tinned Vegetarian Options eg macaroni cheese, ratatouille; Tinned Veg
• Instant Mash; Rice
• Custard; Rice Pudding ; Sponge Puddings; Tinned Fruit 
• UHT Juice; Powdered Milk
• Savoury Snacks- Crackers/Crisps/Rivita
• Fruit Energy Bars; Chocolate Bars & Sweet Treats 
• Coffee; Sugar
• Men’s Toiletries and Razors; Deodorant 

1. Foodbank Usage
Since its creation in January 2013, Stratford’s Foodbank has fed over 6,000 people; of which 
23% have been children. Most years the people fed has increased showing that the Foodbank is, 
unfortunately, responding to a real need in the town:

Foodbank Usage:
• Year 2013:  1026 fed  monthly average 86
• Year 2014:   1343 fed  monthly average 112
• Year 2015:   1338 fed  monthly average  95
• Year 2016  1298 fed  monthly average 108
• Year 2017 YTD to July  1172 fed  monthly average 167
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2. Food Donations
Since the foodbank started in January 2013, the generous people of Stratford upon Avon have 
donated almost 80 metric tonnes of food.  

3. When and where is Stratford’s Foodbank?
Stratford Foodbank Distribution days are Tuesday and Friday 12-2pm and also Thursday 5-6.30pm. 
Food is distributed from the Foodbank’s portacabin at the top of the Tesco carpark, opposite the 
‘Click and Collect’ area, on the Birmingham Road.

4. How can you get food?
Everyone who visits Stratford’s foodbank is referred by an agency or professional e.g. a social worker, 
health visitor, school, or member of the clergy. These referral agencies provide a special red voucher 
that the person can take to the foodbank distribution day to show they are eligible for emergency 
food. In Stratford foodbank vouchers are available to those in crisis from many agencies including the 
Citizen’s Advice in Meer Street and Stratford District Council, Elizabeth House in Church Street.

5. What happens on a distribution day?
Each distribution day is manned by a team of volunteers who make all visitors feel comfortable and 
welcome. A cup of tea and/or a listening ear is always available and signposting advice given where 
possible. The red vouchers are discreetly checked by our volunteers and food parcels are made up, 
these can be either for a single person, a couple or a family. Where possible dietary requirements 
are taken into account. Food is given to clients in strong plastic bags for the ease of carrying away. 
Clients are requested to bring their own carrier bags if possible.

6. What is in a Foodbank Parcel?
Food parcels contain at least three days’ supply of non-perishable foods, such as tinned fruit, 
vegetables, meat and fish as well as pasta, cereal, UHT milk, sauces, tea, long-life juice, all designed 
for use at times of emergency. The Trussell Trust (the charity behind Stratford’s Foodbank) work 
with dieticians to ensure that food parcels are nutritionally balanced. Parcels are available for single 
people, a couple or any size of family. 

7. Where can I donate food to Stratford upon Avon Foodbank?
Collection boxes for Stratford’s Foodbank can be found at Tesco on the Birmingham Road, Waitrose, 
Morrison’s, Holy Trinity Church and the Parish Centre, also many other churches, businesses and 
schools collect for the Foodbank too. Donations can be taken directly to the cabin on distribution 
days: 12-2pm Tuesdays and Fridays, and Mondays and Wednesdays 2-4pm, at the portacabin at 
Tesco’s carpark. *Collecting box also available at St Mary’s Church, Bearley
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8. Cash donations also welcome
Cash donations are also welcome to help cover the running costs of the Foodbank. Mydonate using 
the following link https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=169947 or a bank 
transfer to the Foodbank’s HSBC account can be made to account number 92142538 sort code 40 43 
19. On line donations can be made through BT.

9. What is the Trussell Trust?
Stratford Foodbank is an independent charity affiliated to the Trussell Trust. The Trussell Trust is 
a Christian charity that runs the biggest network of foodbanks in the UK. Stratford’s Foodbank is 
run according to Trussell Trust guidelines and principles. For more on the Trussell Trust visit www.
trusselltrust.org. 

10. Can I volunteer to help at the Foodbank?
Stratford Foodbank is very fortunate in that it has many committed volunteers but we are always 
looking for more. Help is not limited to just distribution days, there is a host of admin and 
organisational tasks that need doing. Therefore, if you can drive a car, input data into computers, 
make cups of tea, speak to people, pack food, help with PR and communications, and virtually 
anything else you can think of please contact the Foodbank Manager Marion Homer on 07736 
611323 or email volunteer.suafoodbank@gmail.com.

11. Do I have to be a Christian to help?
Many of our volunteers are Christian, and the Trussell Trust, which is behind the operation of our 
foodbank, is founded on Christian principles. However, not every member of our team is a Christian, 
but we all subscribe to the same values and hope. Volunteers of all faith and no faith are needed to 
keep the service operational.

12. Funding
Stratford upon Avon Foodbank is a registered charity (No 1153297) and relies on charitable 
donations for its operation. In particular, we are grateful for the support of Stratford Town Trust. 
We are also grateful for the support of Tesco in Stratford, who provide space for our warehouse and 
distribution centre in their carpark.

13. For more Information about Food Banks:
Please look at ‘Myths’ article on Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/molly-hodson/foodbank-myths_b_7133786.html
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Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2017

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at 
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

Stratford Library returned to its home in Henley Street on Wednesday 12 July.  The building has 
been refurbished and now also contains the registry office for births, deaths, civil partnerships and 
marriages which has moved from Winton House. On the ground floor of the library is a large IT 
room with computers for public use.  Opening hours have been extended so that the library is now 
open from 9 a.m to 5 p.m Mondays to Fridays and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays.

A message from Debbie Bennett: The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those 
who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity. 
Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based 
on their personal preferences. We offer books in both large and small print and also talking 
books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from 
receiving the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@
warwickshire.gov.uk 

Titania - Alcester Mobile Library , B Route
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From September weddings will take place in a brand new ceremony room, called the Henley Room, 
which seats 35 guests. The room also unlocks a historic and fascinating part of the building - the 
former entrance to Stratford’s Technical School - which dates back to the late 1800s. If you would like 
to be one of the first to get married at this historic location, go to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/weddings

Also at Stratford Library are the following:

• Rhyme Time – songs and rhymes for 0-2 year olds and parents and carers.  Tuesdays, 11:00 – 11.30.

• Story Stomp – fun session for 2-4 year olds and their parents and carers to follow on from Rhyme 
   Time.  Fridays 11:00 – 11:30.

• Silver Surfers – free computer and tablet help sessions for people aged 50 plus.  Mondays, 13:00 – 
   15:00 and Wednesdays, 10:30 – 12:30.

• Family history help sessions – Tuesdays 10:00 – 12:00.

Councillors Izzie Seccombe and Kam Kaur in the library

The Henley Room- a new wedding venue 
at Stratford library

September 5, 26 October 17
November 7, 28 December 19
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Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sgt Robert Shaw
Tel: 01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk

PC Edward Doxey
Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Gary Johnson
Email: gary.johnson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain
Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk

For all emergencies call 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers any incident and will be attended
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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Here we have Richard Hobbs from Airfield Farm harvesting telephone kiosks on his land where the GPO 
Aerials were c.1970. He knew when they were ripe to gather in, as they appeared a very bright red.

Altered image or what might have been?
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