A view from the south side of Bearley looking
south-west towards the A3400 and the
Malvern Hills
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One year (6 issues)

Single issue

Running the same advertisement

Full page

£18.00

Full page

£40.00

½ page 		

£8.50

½ page 		

£20.00

¼ page		

£4.00

¼ page		

£10.00

Loose inserts

For a different advertisement in any issue
add £3 per changed advertisement.
Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council.
Contact the editor Derek Bull at

Save the
date!

to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Date

Event
Bearley Garden Stroll

July 20th
		
July 22nd

Village Summer Fayre

Venue

Time

28 Grange Road
)
(Peter & Jo Wall’s Garden

7.00 pm

Bearley Village Hall

12 noon- 4 pm

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.
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Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council
This is my second edition of the Bearley Beacon, and now that Derek has really taken a back seat, I’m on my
own! I’d like to give special thanks to Derek for all the good work he has done since 2015 to make this colourful
magazine so interesting and full of news. At the Bearley Gardeners’ AGM in September Derek is also retiring
after 10 years as Chairman. His hard work and great sense of humour have helped to make the well-attended
meetings fun as well as informative and let’s hope we find a successor for the post.
You can’t miss the two pages from Jo Wall reminding us of the Village Fayre on Saturday 22 July! There will be
a small marquee outside the hall this year, and lots of competitions for adults and children. All we need is some
good weather! We also have the regular reports from the Councils as well as features from Bearley Gardeners,
Bearley Flower Club, St Mary’s Church and Bearley History Club.

£5.00 (per issue)

bearleybeacon@aol.com

Bearley Beacon

THE

Advertisingrates

I’m trying to continue my themes of sport and news for the children, so this month there is an article about
cycling and the latest news from the 1st Bearley and Snitterfield Scout Group.
Please let me know if there is something of interest which you would like me to include as I’m still learning
about what goes on in and around the village. The new Pets’ page really does need help from you with your
photos and stories; don’t forget to let me know about your pet either by email or telephone me on 730507.
The contact e-mail is bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the September 2017 Issue is 31st July 2017.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. At
present it is being updated and should soon be up and
running with the latest news and activities in the village
(see Bearley Parish Council report). Any suggestions
regarding the website should be sent to:
bearley.org1@gmail.com
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts

ParishCouncilReport

Parish Councillors:

Tuesday 30th May 2017

Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392,
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com

Following the Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 30 May 2017, Councillor Arslan
Erinmez was re-elected as Chairman for the ensuing year.

Andrew Spiller - 105 Grange Road, Bearley, CV37 0SE, Tel: 01789 731352,
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

The following dates were agreed for future meetings of the Parish Council and residents are
very welcome to attend.
17 July 2017, 18 September 2017, 20 November 2017, 22 January 2018, 19 March 2018,
16 April 2018 – Annual Parish Assembly, 14 May 2018 - Annual General meeting followed
immediately by Ordinary Meeting

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:

Councillor A Erinmez reported that the Village Hall had been awarded ‘Hallmarks 1 & 2’
accreditation following a recent review on behalf of the Community Council. It is understood
that Hallmark 1 was for Management and Administration and Hallmark 2 was for Health,
Safety, Security and Licences.

Warwickshire County Councillor

The Chairman circulated a comparative table giving details of quotes and specifications from
various website design companies. The table was drawn based upon information provided
by e-mail from the prospective service providers and telephone calls to providers to clarify
significant points of their offer. A user specification will be drawn and award will be made
shortly.

Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Councillors are very much looking forward to working on the new website and hope that it will
generate plenty of interest once published.

Stratford-upon-Avon MP

The Parish Council’s unaudited accounts will be available for inspection from 6 June 2017.
Please contact the Clerk if you have any queries.

Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk

The next meeting will be held on 17 July 2017

Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU,
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk
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It was agreed that Cllrs Erinmez and Spiller would represent the Parish Council at The Friends
of Bearley Park, and that Cllr Le Page would represent the Parish Council at The Village Hall
Trust.
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CountyCouncilReportApril/May

At the next parish council meeting I hope to have more information in respect of the £5k Community
Grant and the £32k community budget for highways (signage/potholes etc), which is being allocated to
each county councillor, and the type of projects we will be looking to help fund across the Wellesbourne
division.

The County Council has been in purdah for last month because of the County Council elections on May
4. With the new boundary changes, Aston Cantlow Division ceased to exist and the parishes were
shared between four other divisions, Bearley becoming part of Wellesbourne division. I won Arden
with 82% of the votes cast on a turnout of 35%. Mark Cargill won Alcester, Mike Brain won Bidford
and Welford, Anne Parry won Wellesbourne and Clive Rickards won Studley. The Conservatives took
overall control with 36 out of 57 seats.

From a personal perspective I live in Moreton Morrell with my husband Tim and our little sprocker
spaniel Tillie. I am also a district councillor for Wellesbourne East and sit on both the Planning East
and Regulatory Committees, chairman of Moreton Morrell Parish Council and work part time for an
estate agency in Kineton. When time permits I enjoy a game of golf, gardening and of course walking
the dog.

Warwickshire County Council Report for April/May 2017

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of help with a county related matter.

I have enjoyed my time representing Aston Cantlow and look forward to the new challenges Arden
Division will bring where I will seek to represent the interests of all residents.

John Horner

CountyCouncilReportMay

Warwickshire County Council Report for April/May 2017

Dear Villagers

Cllr Anne Parry
07917 117737
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
County Councillor - Wellesbourne Division
District Councillor - Wellesbourne East

I am delighted to have been appointed as the County Councillor for the new enlarged Wellesbourne
Division, which includes Bearley, and wish to express my thanks to everyone for their support and
confidence in my election. I attended my first WCC meeting on Tuesday 23rd May 2017 and look
forward to working with you all over the next four years.
I am currently involved in a fairly extensive induction programme and have been appointed to the
Adult Social Care and Health Committee, which is an area of great interest to me and I am looking
forward to getting to grips with the services offered across the division, which now includes Ashorne,
Bearley, Charlecote, Hampton Lucy, Moreton Morrell, Moreton Paddox, Newbold Pacey, Snitterfield,
Walton and Wellesbourne.
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BearleyGardeners
April Meeting
On Thursday 20th April Adrian James came to Bearley Village Hall to give us a well-illustrated talk on
“Courtyard Gardens”.
He started off by pointing out that the purpose of courtyard gardens was to provide a green oasis of
calm, sometimes colourful, quiet, shady, cool, scented conditions for people to relax in. In the many
such gardens that he visited and photographed abroad, a common theme was a square area divided
into four quadrants by paths of some material with a central focal point at the intersection, often a
water feature, to add the gentle, tranquil sound of running water.
The Taj Mahal in India is a superb example of this design on a tremendous and expensive scale. It
was built by Shah Jahan after his wife Mumtaz Mahal died giving birth to their 14th child in 1631.
He pledged to build a memorial to her and it was completed in 1653 using 22,000 workers and 1000
elephants, costing the equivalent of £4.8 million then.
The main mosque in Cordoba, Spain was built around the year 1000 and provided that cool, green,
shady, moist atmosphere in its Courtyard Garden after a long, dry journey across the abutting desert.
In Spain, the Alhambra palace and gardens were built in the1300s by the Moors (Muslim Arabs)
and has a long central canal with single jet fountains along both sides pouring water into it. The
surrounding square gardens, pools and buildings are highly decorated and colourful. Many geometric
shapes were used in the design. All the water trickles down narrow channels throughout the gardens
doing so by a gravitational feed from large holding tanks in the local hills.
The photo of the Courtyard Garden in the Mosque in Marrakesh showed it to have low garden areas
with the bordering paths raised above them.
No vegetables were grown in these courtyard gardens but in England, in cloister gardens of
monasteries, the land was used by for food production by members of the monastic order, with
livestock as well as vegetables.
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In Tudor times the fashion for knot gardens and
geometric designs overall fitted well into the pattern
of a Courtyard Garden.
Many squares in London are designed to provide
green, sheltered quiet areas away from the bustle
and rush of the London streets.
Finally Adrian showed photos of some friends’ gardens
that, although looking very English, showed signs of a
Courtyard Garden in their design, creation and tranquillity.

Sudeley
The Knot Garden at
re
Castle, Gloucestershi

The time passed quickly with Adrian’s commentary, interesting explanations and thoughts on
Courtyard Gardens in this country and superb photos. It was soon time for a vote of thanks for very
interesting evening which the members applauded enthusiastically.

Graeme Davidson
May Meeting
On Thursday evening 18th May 2017, Bearley Gardeners arrived at Blenheim Nurseries near Bidford at
6.30pm to look around the plants for sale, and buy any that we liked. Then at 7pm we went into the Cafe
where we could purchase drinks and cake or biscuits before sitting down for the demonstration of how
best to plant a hanging basket.
The owner, Steve Felix, introduced himself with a short resumé of how his interest in plants grew. He had
worked in a large nursery selling millions of bedding plants. Then he studied at Pershore College and on
leaving, purchased this plant nursery to start putting his considerable practical knowledge to work. He
grows his own plants from seeds and cuttings and doesn’t buy any in. He grows a great variety of plants.
The wire hanging basket had 4 “layers”, the bottom one being filled up to the first wire with Welsh moss
which he considers to be better than sphagnum moss because that tends to be too bitty. Never use moss
from a lawn as it will contain microbes that will destroy plants in the basket. Put the green strands of
moss on the outside and any poorer moss in the middle and bottom. Then put a circle of plastic, say from
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Bearley Gardeners Continued...
a fertiliser bag, on top of the moss to reduce water loss when watering. Next add a handful of low peat
multi-purpose compost or John Innes no 2 compost. Wallpaper paste granules are mixed in for water
retention. Then start the first layer of plants.
Four plants with a flat, trailing habit such as Nepeta and Bacopa are used, filling the basket from the
inside by gently pulling the foliage through the wires to the outside. Then four trailing lobelias are put
slightly higher between the others to make a zig-zag pattern around the first layer. Moss is now tucked
tightly around the necks of these plants, more compost added and the second plant layer started.
Plants like Helichrysum, million bells (Calibrachoa), and Surfinia Petunias are used in this layer, and
foliage plants are as good as flowering ones. ‘Peppy’ bi-colour petunias are becoming popular. If a plant
is “root-bound” simply cut off the bottom of the roots to encourage more roots to grow into the compost.
Don’t bother trying to tease them out. Zig-zag these plants around the layer. Now tuck moss around
them and add a little compost and press it all down to stop “sinking” when watered.
Put a capillary matting disc with a hole in the middle on top and add a bit more compost. Feed with a
small amount of long-lasting organic fertiliser and put moss up to and above the top wire rail because
it will gradually shrink. Then fill the remaining space with about five good handfuls of compost and
compress it. This will make the basket heavier and it will require a strong bracket to hang from.
On this top layer plants of trailing habits
like Verbena, Fuchsia, and non-stop
Begonia are now planted with
upright central ones like zonal
Pelargoniums (bedding ‘geraniums’).

Steve trimming the basket as it
whizzed round
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The completed basket is then trimmed to encourage side shoots to develop in the next three weeks ,and
the baskets should be hardened off and put out around Whitsun when, hopefully, there will be no more
frosts - “ne’er cast a clout till May is out”.
Steve was given an appreciative vote of thanks for a really enjoyable, fact-filled demonstration with
many tips on hanging basket filling. It showed an obvious enjoyment of his work with a “no nonsense
attitude” and he was complimented on the quality of the floral baskets and beds that his nursery sets out
every year in Stratford-upon-Avon.
There was no meeting in June but we next meet on Thursday July 20th for our annual end of season
“Bearley Garden Stroll” when Peter and Jo Wall have kindly invited us to look around their Half Acre
produce garden in Bearley starting at 7 pm.

Graeme Davidson
Next meeting: Thursday 20th July 7pm Bearley Garden Stroll - Peter & Jo Wall’s Garden, 28 Grange Road

Bearley Gardeners 10th Annual General Meeting
Thursday 21st October 2017 in Bearley Village Hall at 7.30 pm
AGENDA
1. Notice of Meeting & Apologies
2. Chairman’s Report
3. Treasurer’s Report
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Election of Officers & Committee
a. Derek Bull will be standing down as Chairman
b. Graeme Davidson will be standing down as Secretary
6. Any Other Business
7. Produce Competition: One vegetable / One Flower / One Fruit / One (4” x 6”) photograph
taken in your garden, and Something edible, made from your garden.
8. Judging of entries by everyone attending
9. Refreshments
10. Award of prizes to 1st & 2nd in each class and for overall winner with the most points
11. Membership enrolment and raffle
13

10GardeningTipsForJuly

BearleyFlowerClub
The Bearley Flower Club meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in Bearley Village Hall between
2pm and 4pm. If you would like to come and join us to see what we do, please contact Jo Wall
731872 or email : josephinewall67@gmail.com

Clematis viticella ‘Kermesina’ is a very free-flowering, large, vigorous deciduous climber with pinnate
leaves. Single, rich deep crimson flowers with four broad sepals are 6cm across and blotched white at
the base with black stamens. Flowers midsummer to early autumn.
1.

Check clematis for signs of clematis wilt

2.

Give the lawn a quick-acting summer feed, especially if not given a spring feed

3.

Water tubs and new plants if dry, but be water-wise

4.

Deadhead bedding plants and repeat-flowering perennials to ensure continuous flowering

5.

Pick courgettes before they become marrows

6.

Treat apple scab

7.

Clear algae, blanket weeds and debris from ponds and keep them topped up

8.

Harvest apricots, peaches and nectarines as they ripen

9.

Order catalogues for next year’s spring-flowering bulbs

10. Care for houseplants while on holiday
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An asymmetrical design of Oriental Lilies, Roses, Salix (Pussy Willow) and long stems of Rosemary
was the arrangement for the April meeting.
At the May meeting members made
a contemporary design of stems of
Cerise Dendrobium (Singapore Orchids)
together with stems of Dracaena
Sanderiana (Lucky Bamboo), Dried
Lotus Heads, Green Sisal and Fatsia
Japonica leaves.

Jo Wall
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BearleyHistoryGroup
Bearley Camp
Bearley Camp consisted of a series of wooden and corrugated iron single
storey huts erected in 1941/42 as accommodation and relaxation quarters for the wartime airfield,
together with other huts in the village to provide for almost 1500 service personnel.
After WW2 the RAF left and the buildings were turned over to temporary accommodation and then
into a holiday camp and as a centre for working farm holidays.
The site is now the houses built in the 1980’s – Bearley Green, Greenswood, Cherry Lane, St. Mary’s
Acre and part of Church Lane.
The Camp site was better than other RAF sites; for example, it included a dance hall and cinema. The
main runways themselves, over a mile long, ran right across Snitterfield Rd. – that, and the building
facilities, support the idea that it was intended as a fully operational heavy bomber base for the
American air force. However, the runways were seen to be unsuitable because of the slope of the
ground for take-off to the south west and so it reverted to a training base for lighter aircraft. Road
access to Snitterfield was closed, although there are tales of villagers sprinting across the runways
when no-one was looking!
The church is right of centre in this photo, with the main entrance to the Camp just on the left edge
(also photo below) and followed a similar route to the footpath now
adjacent to the back fence line of
some houses on Greenswood.
The Camp reception was on the
left of the main entrance,
about where Greenswood and
Cherry Lane now meet.
(Also photo on next page)

The village was able to benefit in the post-war years. As well as the holiday camp, there were also
regular dances (a film was presented by Derek Bull at his Bygone Bearley show), film shows and
some huts were also used, for example, as the village hall, by the Women’s Institute and a packaging
company. All signs of the Camp have now gone - except for one: off Snitterfield Rd. are 10 granite
kerb stones that start to curve towards where the camp entrance used to be.

Ken Lillie

BearleyLunchClub
There has been a Lunch Club in the village since June
1983, and we sincerely thank all our members and
helpers who have made it so much fun since then.
Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the Village Hall
costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, ice-cream and soft
drinks).You don’t have to be a Senior Citizen to join us,
so please come along – don’t sit at home and be lonely.
Best wishes,

Gwen Smith
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Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road.
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon
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100ClubDraw
Friends of Bearley Village May 2017 100 Club Draw

1st Prize: June Hayton (No:91)
2nd Prize: William Barker (No:70)
3rd Prize: Kate Whitehead (No:33)
Thank you for your support, kind regards

Jo Wall

(Chair & Treasurer of Friends of Bearley Village) Email: jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com

In the calendar of the church year, we are in Ordinary time, with no
special services or High Holy days, but still lots of Sundays. There
is such a lot to be prayed for at home and more specifically with a
congregation in church, prayers for peace and love for our families, our
friends, our neighbours, those who are suffering, those who have died;
so many.
With this in mind, each month in St Mary’s we are going to pray for the
homes in a particular street in Bearley. It will take a year of Sundays to
reach everybody, so to tell you when your homes are being prayed for,
a card will be dropped though your door. There is so much sadness in
the World and we so need all the help God can give us all, every day.
Open you hearts and minds to His loving presence, and rest in His Peace.
In the name and love of Christ

Jane Harrison

StMaryTheVirgin

01789 731042
Date

The Church of England takes part in the Anglican 8 Essential Qualities worldwide programme
which monitors, by means of charts and questionnaires, how individual churches are improving in
outreach, worship, prayer, and general management. I am delighted to tell that St Mary’s is making
excellent progress (the best in the Diocese we are told!). Now all we need is for a few more of you
good folk to visit and experience exactly how we are progressing.

July:

Have you noticed how lovely the Church is looking? We had a gardening/ house-keeping weekend
recently and some very kind people turned out to give us a hand with weeding, tree removal and
cleaning. Thank you all - it looks so much better.

Sunday 30

The total collected in the Bearley Christian Aid Week house-to-house collection in May was £699.44.
Many thanks to all who gave up their time to collect and to all of you who gave so generously. This
year’s money is to go especially to refugees.
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Cover of the new
Prayer Card

Sunday 2
Sunday 9
Sunday 16
Sunday 23

August:
Sunday 6
Sunday 13
Sunday 20
Sunday 27

Rector: Vacant
Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042
Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Service

Flower Rota

Cleaning Rota

BCP 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion

Mrs G. Richards

Mr & Mrs Hayes
Mrs M Mitchell

Refresh
Mrs Doreen Bannister

MP 1030 Family Service		
TBA Parish Service		

Refresh

BCP 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion

Refresh

MP 1030 Family Service		

Mrs Julia Hayes

Mr & Mrs Bull
Mrs Sara Jones & James
Mrs C Lewis

Mrs N Dingwall
ss
Mrs Dot Tomlin (donation) Mr & Mrs Whitecro
Mr & Mrs Barnett
Refresh
Mrs Jill Lillie

Mrs E Gould
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SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm

Cycling
If you are interested in cycling, the Wellesbourne Wheelers is our nearest cycling club. The club
was only started in 2015 but now has over 60 members. Anyone is welcome, whether male or
female, experienced or beginner. There are two group rides on a Thursday, one group ride on a
Sunday morning and a new Sunday Casual Ride. In May 2016, some of the riders went on their first
overseas cycling tour to Majorca for a week. A new rider is allowed two rides as a guest before he/
she needs to join the club and even then the joining fee is only £5 per year.

New members are always welcome.

Altered image or what might have been?

The Mountford Group rides on Thursdays. This photo was taken last September.
http://www.wellesbourne-wheelers.org.uk/

Budding Robin Hood and Maid Marion characters are gathered in front of Bearley Village Shop,
waiting for the Stratford Blue Omnibus which will take them to the Bancroft Gardens in Stratford,
where they are one of the main participants in the Shakespeare Birthday Celebration Pageant.
Troupe Leader Miss Jessica Harbottle on the right hand side was still seen wearing the taupe
coloured woollen/sisal blend costume suit she had purchased in the 1920s. Now thirty years later in
1955, she explains that good quality cloth will always be a good investment.
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A club to the north of Bearley is the Heart of England Cycling Club based in Earlswood. Members are
cyclists from the South Birmingham, Warwickshire & Worcestershire area that enjoy riding together,
and this club also started in 2015. Again new riders can try out two rides before joining; annual
membership is £5.
Rides are on Saturdays, Sundays & Wednesdays, together with some weekends and holidays
abroad. There are usually 10 – 15 cyclists per group and the distances travelled vary – see the
website for more details. http://www.heartofenglandcyclingclub.org.uk/
Riders must be over 18 to join these clubs.
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SummerWalk
STRETCH YOUR LEGS WITH A SUMMER WALK IN OUR BEARLEY COUNTRYSIDE

8. After about 300 yards do not follow the path across a ditch. Instead, continue straight ahead on
a grass path way-marked with a yellow sign in the hedge on the right and soon cross a
footbridge.
9. After about a 1/4 mile, in the field corner, cross straight over a ditch on a footbridge with rails,
still way-marked.

Length:

3.5 miles

Time taken:

Up to two and a quarter hours.

Suitability:

ll reasonably fit; no stiles at time of writing (May 2017)
Unsuitable for wheelchairs or push chairs.

Grade:

Easy, mostly level field walking.

Footwear:

Walking shoes/boots.

12. Cross the road and walk along it in the direction of Bearley, ignoring an immediate footpath
sign over a stile on the right and instead find a bridleway sign in the hedge on the right after
about 100yards.

Start and end:

St Mary’s Church Bearley

13. Go through this gate and cross the field straight ahead to another gate.

Refreshments and toilets: None

10. After about 20 yards, find a way-marked post and stile in the hedge on the right, but go forward
a short distance and turn left around the corner on “The Monarch’s Way” and keeping the hedge
on your right, continue to the end of the field in about eight minutes.
11. Turn right onto the Langley Road then turn left under the railway bridge.

14. Go slightly left across the next field to a way-marked metal gate. (Take care over the high step)
15. Keep straight ahead up the hill passing a footpath junction, ignoring way-marking to left and right.

Route
1. Starting at the Church, walk along the road towards Snitterfield for approximately 10 minutes.
2. Immediately after Woodlands Barn on your left, turn left through a way-marked gate marked
“Public Bridleway”.
3. Continue along the path past Mell Sheaf House and 50 yards later, turn right over a footbridge
and through a gate.
4. Cross the field diagonally right on an obvious path leading to another gate and footbridge to go
through.

16. Keep straight ahead after this for 20 yards and go through a hedge gap to turn left and keep
the hedge your left.
17. After about 1/4 mile, go through a gate at the bottom of the field and turn left to follow a
tarmac road through typically English grass parkland. In Spring, this land has ewes and lambs
but also, today, there were cows and young calves.
18. The tarmac road passes over two stone bridges with the lake and Edstone Hall on the right,
eventually meeting the Langley road again in about 5 minutes, Here, turn right and walk about
150 yards on the roadside towards the Business Centre on the right, where you cross over the
road and take the path on the left up to the railway line.
19. Cross the railway line and go straight ahead.

5. Turn right alongside a ditch at the edge of the field going towards the Twelve Acre Wood.

20. After about 200 yards at the way-marker post, (lying on the ground at present), take the right
fork, keeping the hedge your left.

6. This path meets a farm track. Turn left and continue along the track veering left round a field
corner.

21. Go straight ahead to the field corner where a stony path continues downhill to the top end of
Grange Road.

7. After 75 yards turn right at a way-marked bridle path sign and continue on another farm track
veering right round another field corner and then left, and carry on down the edge of the field.

22. Walk straight ahead along School Lane to the junction with Snitterfield Road, where you turn
right along the road to St Mary’s Church.
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Summer Walk Continued...
An alternative route from point 20 is as follows:20. At the marker post turn sharp right to follow the path alongside the Mill Hill Plantation Woods
for about 20 yards then turn right at a path into the woods (which in May, as we are writing up
this walk, has a carpet of bluebells), and follow the footpath up the hill.
21. At the top ignore a branch path to the left that exits the woods and carry on downhill to where
the path leaves the woods and follows the side of a field down the hill with a hedge on the left,
to a right hand corner.
22. Continue to follow this path round the corner, past the rear of houses in Grange Road. Turn left
past some more houses to meet the Snitterfield Road.

Pets’Page
This is our second pet to be featured in the Beacon. If you would like us to feature your pet – the more
unusual it is the better – please send a good-quality jpeg photograph together with a short description
as below to bearleybeacon@aol.com If you don’t have a computer (or a camera) just telephone me,
the editor, Elizabeth Gorsuch, on 730507 and I’ll come round and you can tell me all about your pet. I
do need help to continue this page!!

Poppy by Nicola

23. Turn left and follow the road back up to St Mary’s Church.

Elaine & Graeme Davidson

Meet Poppy!
Born on Mother’s Day (26 March 2017)
A birthday present to myself for my 50th.
She came to me on 20 May.
A brave little girl with bags of energy and personality as one would expect from a Jack Russell puppy.
The path from the field leading to School Lane and Grange Road
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She worked out after four nights that it is better to sleep at night rather than cry all night!
259

NatureNotes

by Brian Young

Things really started to happen in the ”Bird World” shortly after I had submitted my April/May
blog. Lots of birds were feeding their young and seemed very grateful that our garden feeders were
handy. Blue Tits were particularly active which caused someone to report on Facebook that she had
counted almost 60 visits in one hour by 2 adults feeding their freshly hatched young; I can confirm
this from our own garden nestbox.
Each time they leave the nest they pause at the entrance/exit and look around for any danger – see
photo 1; compare the Blue Tits head with the screws to see how small they are! When they are
satisfied, they take off like lightning – see photo 2. Most of the visits are well-timed with the male
arriving and departing at a different time to the female. However, on a few occasions I saw them
both arrive at the same time which caused quite a commotion – see photos 4 to 6.

STOP PRESS
Just in time, the blue tits have FLedged
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Bearley looks different from 1400 feet above the ground! Some brave village residents took up the
offer of brief flights from Stratford on Avon Gliding Club on the evening of 1st June. The sun was out,
the wind was calm, the views magnificent. Those of us who weren’t so brave stayed on the ground and
were driven to the other end of the field to watch the winch-cable being taken to the glider ready for
take-off. (We frightened 4 hares as we drove along.)

StratfordonAvonGlidingClub
arlotte
Bearley resident Ch
into an
Pettit about to get
er K13
Alexander Schliech
two-seater glider.

The same glider la
unched and about
to release the winch
cable

The Club welcomed local people to this open evening at the longstanding request of Bearley Parish
Council. Some villagers had complained about the sound of gliders being launched by winch, and there
was particular concern that noise from motorised glider operations might prove intrusive.
A winch-launched, unpowered glider will typically stay in the air for only a relatively short time, which
restricts the possibilities for pilot experience and advanced training. On the other hand, a motorised
glider can stay up for about 2½ hours and so allows pilots to undertake navigation and upper-air
exercises. In February 2015 the Gliding Club was given permission by Stratford District Council for 300
Touring Motor Glider take-offs a year for a trial period of 3 years. Visitors were reassured to learn that
during 2016 there had been only 160 take-offs, and that there are no plans to increase the number
beyond 300.
The Club is open on Tuesdays, Thursdays & weekends from April to September, which is the main
gliding season when the weather has a chance of being sunny and not too windy. For the rest of the
year gliders fly weather permitting, on Saturdays, Sundays and sometimes during the week. The
membership of over 120 is increasing, and between 15 and 20 people are currently being trained to
fly solo. As well as actually flying, members keep busy helping others to get into the air, steadying the
wings of gliders on the ground, retrieving gliders, signalling, and driving the winch. A flying day is
never boring! Visitors are always welcome, so why not turn up one weekend to see what happens?

Elizabeth Gorsuch

Landing approach

motorised glider
Scheibe F25 Falke
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DiamondWeddingAnniversary

BikesPlanes&Automobiles

GEORGE AND BARBARA ROUSE CELEBRATE THEIR DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Since a very early age my life has been involved
with
various forms of transport starting from pedal
cars, tricycles
and two wheel bicycles; in fact, I still have my first
New
Hudson bicycle I rode to school on.

60 years ago on 8 June 1957 a wedding took place at St Peter’s Church, Wootton Wawen. The bride was
Barbara Stanley who lived with her parents in Pennyford Lane. The groom was George Rouse from Pathlow.
George and Barbara soon came to live in Bearley and moved around the village a few times. In 1978 they
settled in the house in Oak Tree Close where they still live.
George originally worked at RAF Snitterfield, then at local farms, and finally as a lorry driver for Warwickshire
County Council. Barbara worked in the offices of the NFU in Stratford town centre.
Barbara and George have two daughters, Michelle (married to Ken) and Rachel (married to James), as well as
five beautiful granddaughters, Laura, Lisa, Natalie, Charlotte and Ellie, and great grandchildren Ava, Nathan,
Ruby and Leo.
The couple had a special card from the Queen
with her congratulations.

John Abberley

New Hudson Bicycle

an open-top Bullnose
In the 1920s my grandfather had
bous horns and brass
Morris Cowley with dicky seat, bul
t or dickey seat, also
radiator. The dicky seat, dickie sea
an upholstered exterior
called mother-in-law seat, was
of the car. It provided
seat which folded into the rear
s and was my first
exposed seating for two passenger
toring.
memory of wind-in-the-hair mo

1914 Sunbeam

‘Bullnose’ Morris Cowley

My first of many motorcycles which I had when
was 15 years
old was a 1914 Sunbeam belt-drive. It had kickstart and
hopeless brakes which were non-existent when
wet, which
of course was its downfall when borrowed by a
friend who
collided with the doorpost of his parents’ garage,
resulting
in it being written off. It was brown in colour with
a large
single-seat saddle.

ght a 500cc side-valve
For the princely sum of £1, I bou
h flat tank and a manual
Longstroke 1927 Sunbeam, wit
utedly backfired at every
engine oil pump. The engine rep
lamp post!
1927 Sunbeam
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I then had a 1929 BSA 500 with a very similar
specification
to the Sunbeam and a green fuel tank.

1929 BSA

en Ruby Saloon, black with
My first car was a 1937 Austin Sev
h inflatable seat cushions which
sliding sunroof. It was fitted wit
travelled many, many miles
can still be purchased today! We
parents. During World War 2 it
to Merseyside to visit my wife’s
the duration, whilst belonging
had been jacked up on stilts for
ite trick was to insert a folded
to the wife of my doctor. A favour
net and bulkhead to allow
cigarette packet between the bon
compartment which in turn
warm air escape from the engine
se days, ordinary cars were
would defrost windscreen. In tho
s. You needed hot water
just not fitted with interior heater
warm rugs.
bottles and a copious supply of

Mark V B Jaguar sports 4-door
One of my favourite cars was a
ine; it was painted pale blue.
Saloon with 2.6-litre petrol eng
al director at Swallow Sidecars
An uncle of mine was the financi
ry with Sir William Lyons
at Blackpool and came to Covent
Company. Another product
where he founded the Jaguar Car
ving was the Ferguson 20
from Coventry that I enjoyed dri
agricultural tractor.

1937 Austin 7 Ruby
Triumph Mayflower

My wife Marcia’s first car was a Morris 8 2-door
fixed-head
saloon with a 3-speed gearbox, cable brakes and
long
distance spark plugs. It was quite alright provided
there was
not too much traffic and you did not travel for too
long a
distance. Windscreen defrosting was by means
of a heating
element attached by rubber suckers.

Early 1950s Jaguar Mark V B

One of my least favourite cars was a Triumph May
flower
‘razor-edge’ style saloon painted a very dreary
black which
had the most appalling 3-speed column gear chan
ge. It
had few redeeming features, other than looking
different
to anything else on the road! The Mayflower’s
“upscale
small car” position did not find a ready market
and sales
did not meet Standard’s expectations. The body
was
designed by Leslie Moore, chief body designer
of Mulliners
of Birmingham with input from Standard’s Walt
er Belgrove.
The body shells were built by Fisher and Ludlow
at Castle
Bromwich, Birmingham.

red Ariel Square Four, one of
My favourite motor cycle was a
, the majority being made with
the first batch of 500cc machines
600 and 1000 cc engines.

1937 Morris Eight

the RAF I drove many
During my wartime service with
ng an aircraft transporter
different vehicles, the largest bei
een Mary’ due to its
referred to commonly as the ‘Qu
by either Crossley or
massive size. These were pulled
s to drive the Group
Bedford trucks. Another task wa
around the vicinity of the
Captain in his Vauxhall staff car
r Bourton-on-the-water.
RAF Little Rissington airfield nea

Ariel Square Four

’ trailer
Bedford Truck with ‘Queen Mary
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1944 Taylorcraft Auster

A legacy of my time in the RAF induced my love
of aircraft
which resulted in the purchase of a 1944 Taylorcraf
t Auster
2-seater (ex RAF - a British military liaison and
observation
aircraft). This was followed by a Cessna 150 whic
h I used to
fly regularly to White Waltham on business whil
st living in
Devon. I also ran a flying club.
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Bearley&SnitterfieldScouts
Baden-Powell started Scouting in 1907 with a handful of boys on a trial camp on Brownsea Island, Dorset.
Since then it has spread to just about every country and it is one of the greatest and most progressive youth
movements in the world today. It has over 16 million members world-wide with well over half a million in the
UK. The Chief Scout is Bear Grylls.
We are very fortunate to have our own scout group (the 1st Bearley and Snitterfield Scout Group) which meets
in the Scout Hut in Bearley Woods on the following days:

Beavers (ages 6–8) and Cubs (ages 8-10½) Tuesdays 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Scouts (ages 10½–14) Fridays 7.00pm – 9.00pm
Our group celebrated its golden anniversary in 2010 and the members are boys and girls from a wide catchment
area of local villages. There is a one-off joining fee of £10 for all new members to the Group which pays for
the neckerchief, woggle and badges. The monthly subscriptions of £10 and fund raising events such as raffles,
tombolas and hire of the site help pay for hut and site improvements.
The importance of teamwork is emphasised in the games that are co-operative rather than individually
competitive, although this also has a place in the overall scheme. Our group is led by a small band of dedicated
volunteers and the list of activities of our group includes:
Shooting
Archery
Swimming
Laser Tag
Entrepreneurial awards
Duke of Edinburgh awards
IT Skills
Expeditions
Competitions
Scuba Driving

Circus Skills
International Camps
‘A Million Hands’ volunteering
Cycle competitions
Learning to Drive
Photography
Gang Shows
First Aid Training
Home Help Skills
Citizenship skills

Visits / Trips
Camp fires
Conference / public speaking skills
Swimming Gala
Rounders competitions
Quizzes
County & District - Camps & Events
Jamborees
Making friends
Nights Away experiences

The list is genuinely endless as our detailed program is for ever changing to welcome new & exciting activities.
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Pictured above is the 1st Bearley and Snitterfield Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs and Scouts) at the annual West
Warwickshire District Scouts camp at Blackwell Activity Centre in Bromsgrove held over the weekend of 12th14th May 2017. They joined over 400 young members on this activity packed weekend. Skippy writes: “The
atmosphere was amazing with the whole district attending the event. There was a full program showcasing the
best of scouting - outdoor and indoor activities suitable for all ages and abilities including water fun, archery,
shooting, giant 3G swing, zip wires and craft area, with new activities being added right up to the last second !”

Scouting is for everybody, no matter what gender, age, race, creed or background.
Scouting has something to offer you!
For more information contact Skippy (Sam Smith) on 01789 731865 or 07773 222 747 or email
BearleyandSnitterfield@gmail.com
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BearleyVillageHall
Snitterfield Road, Bearley, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 0SR

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
(Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)

MEETING ROOM
(Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room)

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL
(when available)

£15.00 per hour*
£6.00 per hour
£25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.
In addition you can hire the bar (see
photos) for your function from Mark and
Katie at the Sports Club. The bar is fully
licenced and insured, fully stocked on
a sale or return basis and has doublechilled beer lines dispensing up to 4
products. For more information contact
either Katie 07854 801 621 or Mark
07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall,
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road,
Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile: 07935 343227
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Construction&DIYWaste
Barnie Rubble and Bob the Builder hammer
home the message about what to do with
construction and DIY waste. Generally speaking,
everyday household waste is acceptable at local
recycling centres but construction and DIY waste
is either restricted or chargeable.
If you are carrying out improvements to your
house or garden, save yourself a trip to the tip
by hiring a skip or using a Hippo Bag.
Members of local online reuse networks such as Freegle and Freecyle often salvage hardcore for building
projects – saving you the cost of disposal plus unnecessary vehicle mess and wear and tear.
See the A-Z of Recycling or visit the waste and recycling web pages http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recycling
for more details of what can and can’t be accepted, what’s restricted or limited, and what’s chargeable.

Warwickshire’s Re-use ‘Superstores’ Did you know….
There are a growing number of warehouse-sized charity re-use stores in Warwickshire handling ‘big ticket’ items
which are sometimes too large for a typical high street charity shop e.g. lounge suites, bedroom furniture and
large electrical goods
Some community furniture re-use schemes collect good quality unwanted furniture from your door (a nominal
collection charge may apply) or you can arrange a drop off at their store
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All community schemes listed on our Re-use webpages are registered charities whose proceeds go to good causes
Bargains on sale at Action 21’s Re-useful Centre in Leamington Spa include Furniture – Bikes – TVs, stereos,
digiboxes – Kitchen appliances – Children’s toys – DVDs, CDs, videos – Soft furnishings – Ornaments & curios –
Sports equipment – Musical instruments – Garden furniture – Books – Clothes
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RewardsForRecycling!

Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected
alternates each week as shown below:

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin)
Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

There are chances to earn rewards and win prizes with our two recycling reward schemes:
• Slim Your Bin is a four-week bin slimming programme with potential rewards for your household and
selected local good causes. http://www.warwickshire.slim-your-bin.com/
• In to Win food waste recycling scheme offers the chance to win monthly prizes to local attractions such as
Warwick Castle http://www.feedyourcaddy.co.uk/

WIN an iPad in the Home Recycling Challenge
We are delighted to announce the launch of a Home Recycling Challenge with children’s TV presenter Maddie
Moate, and recycling hero, Captain Busta from Wastebuster. This challenge aims to engage children and their
families in finding out what they can and can’t recycle locally by using Recycle Now’s Recycling Locator. There
are loads of prizes up for grabs both for schools and families who take part in the challenge.
Go to www.recyclenow.com/what-happens-your-recyclingand watch a short video.
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UBUSIs3YearsOld
The UBUS community transport service has been running for 3
years now. Previously known as Community Links, UBUS came
into effect in June 2014 and since then an amazing 30,000
journeys have been made across the district by over 800
registered users.
UBUS is a ring and ride community transport service operating
within Stratford District.
UBUS is available to anyone in the district who struggles to access public transport due to mobility issues, health
problems or who lives in an area with no, or infrequent, public transport.
Passengers can travel between 9:30am and 2:30pm.
UBUS will collect passengers from their door, drop them off at their destination, pick up again at the agreed
point and drop off back at home. Drivers can assist passengers to get on and off the bus and will help with up
to 3 shopping bags or a trolley if necessary.
All UBUS vehicles can accommodate a wheelchair.
From Bearley a single journey costs £2.70; return journeys are £5.40.
Residents living in an Orbit property are eligible for a £0.60 discount on their journey.
Journeys need to be booked in advance. Passengers can book up to seven days in advance.
UBUS provides transport in Mondays to Fridays
UBUS can be used to visit friends, attend social groups, leisure activities or go shopping. It cannot be used to
attend medical appointments.
Residents interested in registering with the service should ring 01789 264491.
For further information contact Marie Darwen at Stratford District Council on 01789 260 108.
UBUS is supported by Stratford District Council, Warwickshire County Council and Stratford Town Trust.

CyberAlert
In the middle of May a global cyber-attack crippled the NHS, hit international shipper FedEx and infected more
than 300,000 computers in 150 countries. A number of hospitals across the Midlands were affected and some
GP surgeries were also hit.
This will have reminded us that it is very important to keep our own computers safe from attack. Here is some of
the latest news from a monthly Cyber Scam Update.

Top Tips
• Don’t click on links or open any attachments you receive in unsolicited emails or SMS messages. Remember
that fraudsters can ‘spoof’ an email address to make it look like one used by someone you trust. If you are
unsure, check the email header to identify the true source of communication.
• Always install device software updates as soon as they become available.
• Create regular backups of your important files to an external hard drive, memory stick or online storage
provider. It’s important that the device you back up to is disconnected from your computer once any back-up
is completed. This is because malware infections could spread to that device too, if connected.
• If you think your bank details have been compromised, you should immediately contact your bank.

NHS Scam Text Message
NHS England is warning about a bogus text message
claiming to be from the NHS asking people to
confirm both their year of birth and email address.

The NHS does not collect information this way. If you receive this message, delete it straight away.
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IdentityTheftOnFacebook

HolidaySafety
• Always use websites which have a green padlock and HTTPS within the address bar when paying for
a holiday online.
• Verify a company is genuine by checking their ABTA/ATOL numbers on the ABTA or ATOL websites.
• When you are on holiday – DON’T post on social media that you are away (you might be letting
potential burglars know your house is empty).

Action Fraud is warning that fraudsters need just three pieces of personal information to steal your identity
(full name; date of birth; and home address). Even more worrying is that most of these can be found on your
Facebook profile.
30% of adults with a social media account include their full name and date of birth on their profile pages
– making it easier than ever for criminals to commit identity fraud. Home addresses can easily be found if
locations are attached to any posts.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
It is hoped that Stratford Library will be able to move out of its temporary home at the ArtsHouse,
Rother Street and return to Henley Street sometime this month.

Titania - Alcester Mobile Library , B Route
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2017

Top Tips
Update your privacy settings and ensure you are not revealing too much. Guidance on this can be found on the
Safer Internet Centre website. Check to see if your location is attached to a status update before sending. Be
aware of information posted about you as well! This could also include personal information. If you receive an
unsolicited email or phone call from what appears to be your bank or building society asking for your security
details, never reveal your full password, login details or account numbers.
There have also been warning from Vodafone & O2. Customers
have been told to look out for a number of scam emails which trick
unsuspecting people into clicking dodgy links containing malware
designed to steal their bank details.
44

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at Warwickshire.
gov.uk/libraries
A message from Debbie Bennett: The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those
who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity.
Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based
on their personal preferences. We offer books in both large and small print and also talking
books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from
receiving the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@
warwickshire.gov.uk
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team

For all emergencies call 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers any incident and will be attended

Sgt Robert Shaw

Tel: 01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk

PC Edward Doxey

Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Gary Johnson

Email: gary.johnson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain

Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk
46

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander)
Jim Beston
Fire Safety (Station Officer)
Tom Finch
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor
Robert Jones
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer
Tim Woodward
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road		
Stratford District Council		
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)
0345 8 500 500
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)		
Divisional
Meroqu Henson

01789 293271
01926 410800
01926 423231
01564 792223
01789 266841
01789 267575
01789 404400
01926 415000
01789 840486

UsefulNumbers
Dog Warden
Chiltern Railways
Central Trains
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65
Wheelchair loan, (short term)
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline
Benefits, services, support groups, etc.
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s.

01789 260839
08705 165 165
0121 654 1200
01789 293722
01789 262886
01926 412929
01926 493207
01926 336612
01789 414111

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers
Non Emergency Calls to Police
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers
Emergency Ambulance
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies
National Floodline
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents

101
111
01789 264491
01789 262886
112
105
0800 111 999
0800 783 4444
0345 988 1188
0800 807060
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The Village Hall, Alcester Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6AY
Registered Charity Number: 1140519 Ofsted URN: EY200875

Opening Times:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

8.45am - 3.00pm

(morning or afternoon sessions also available)

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
Funded 2, 3 & 4 year old places also available - criteria apply

Contact our Manager: Patricia Baker for more information or to arrange a visit.

Telephone: 07752 381205 or 01564 792680
Email: triciabaker1@hotmail.com
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