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It has now been two years since the newly redesigned Bearley Beacon was first published and I am
very pleased and delighted to welcome Andrew & Elizabeth Gorsuch on to the editorial team.
Of all the seasons, Spring provides such a hope for the future, and in this issue, the front and back
cover images really exemplify that idiom and have been kindly supplied by John Simpson. He is
another welcome contributor and certainly has a very good ‘eye’ for composing a picture. Once
again, I must thank everyone who supplies copy and images, which are magically woven in to the
magazine our publishers produce.

Loose inserts

For a different advertisement in any issue
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Bearley Beacon

THE

Advertisingrates
£5.00 (per issue)

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council.
Contact the editor Derek Bull at

William Wordsworth wrote these lines about Spring in 1798:

bearleybeacon@aol.com

Through primrose tufts, in that green bower,
The periwinkle trailed its wreaths;
And ’tis my faith that every flower
Enjoys the air it breathes.

to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Date
16th Mar
22nd July

Event

by Frank
Bearley Gardeners – talk
Summer Fayre and Fete

Hardy

Save the
date!
Venue

Time

Village Hall

7.30 pm

Village Hall

TBC

The birds around me hopped and played,
Their thoughts I cannot measure:-But the least motion which they made
It seemed a thrill of pleasure.
Our Village Hall has been transformed into a venue we can all be proud of. A special thank you
must be extended to our Village Hall Trustees for all of their hard work and care.
Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on
e-mail bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the May 2017 Issue is 31st March 2017.
Yours sincerely,

Derek Bull
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts

ParishCouncilReport

Parish Councillors:

Monday 16th January 2017

Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392,
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com

The Ordinary Meeting of Bearley Parish Council held in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on
Monday 16 January 2017

Andrew Spiller - 105 Grange Road, Bearley, CV37 0SE, Tel: 01789 731352,
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

The meeting was attended by all Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk, Stratford
District Councillor, S Lawton, and Warwickshire County Councillor, J Horner.

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Discussion took place concerning trains from Solihull not stopping at Bearley, and
Councillor S Lawton was asked to contact London Midland, the railway company, to ask
for a review of this matter.

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU,
Tel:01564 794970, Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
John Horner - Austons Down, Saddlebow Lane, Claverdon, Warwick, CV35 8PQ,
Tel: 01926 842068, Email: cllrhorner@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL LIAISON
Councillor J Horner reported that the County Council Administration had released its draft budget
for the next four years after the Cabinet meeting on 8 December 2016. The savings target of £67
million would be delivered by spending £5 million on changing the way the Council delivers its
services. Council Tax was to increase by 2% to cover general services and an extra 2% to help fund
Adult Social Care. Services would be targeted at the vulnerable in our communities.
Councillor S Lawton reported on the budget for SDC and the accounts for 2016/17 year were
looking very healthy, thanks largely to an increase in the New Homes Bonus (NHB) from central
government. That bonus had increased this year by £600,000. SDC anticipated the NHB to continue
to increase in the future and have budgeted for circa £2.5m in the short to medium term. This
increase has come about as a result of having a Core Strategy in place.
The new development at Long Marston Airfield had been given Garden Village status by the
Government.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT Continued...
In November, SDC received notification that, following the eviction of the businesses on Wellesbourne
Airfield site, all buildings were being prepared to be demolished. On 12 December 2016 SDC took the
decision to remove the permitted development rights on the land. That means a planning application
is required to demolish any building at the airfield.
Further details are included in the Minutes of the meeting.

STRATFORD ON AVON GLIDING CLUB
Councillor A Erinmez expressed concern regarding low flying gliders and the lack of compliance with
Planning Conditions. Liaison with the Club and Councillor Lawton continues.

PARISH ASSEMBLY
It was confirmed that the Parish Assembly would be held on 24 April 2017 and residents were welcome
to attend.

PRECEPT 2017/2018
It was agreed unanimously to make no increase in the Precept for the ensuing financial year and the
Parish Council’s Precept remains the same as the current financial year.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The full minutes of the meeting are available on the website or from the Parish Clerk. The next
meeting of the Bearley parish Council will be an Ordinary Meeting held on 20 March 2017.

WARWICKSHIRE RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL (WRCC)

RECENT CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED BY PARISH COUNCIL:

Sarah Brooke-Taylor addressed the Parish Council and suggested exercising a Housing Needs Survey,
as it had been five years since the last survey.

From Gliding Club received on 29 December 2016 by e-mail

A template form and letter was circulated and it was suggested that those documents be tailored to suit
the residents of the village.
Sarah Brooke-Taylor offered to attend the Annual Parish Assembly on 24 April 2017 to give advice
and further information to residents. Based on a WRCC template, the letters and forms would then
be printed free of charge by WRCC and hand delivered to each household in the village by the Parish
Council. Surveys could then be posted directly to WRCC free of charge.

FLOOD PREVENTION MEASURES
Liaison with Warwickshire County Council continues.

GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT

We have received notification from the National Police Air Service (NPAS) that they may wish to use
Snitterfield Airfield to undertake practice landings at night.
Our understanding is that as a police operation they are permitted in the course of normal duties
(whether training or operational) to land anywhere they deem safe and suitable. They have identified
Snitterfield Airfield as a suitable site. This does not require the land owner’s or tenant’s permission.
We further understand the training/checking will consist of no more than 7 night landings per year
normally between the months of October and March and normally no later than 23:00.
We have no control over this activity (we have been informed out of courtesy) but we felt I should let
you know.

Andy Balkwill
Chairman

Three quotes have been received and evaluated based upon a defined level of service and contract
awarded to most economic quote.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT Continued...
05/01/2017 BOILER CALLS WARNING
Warwickshire residents are warned to beware of persistent and unwanted phone calls from people
claiming to be offering free boilers for householders on benefits. Consumers are warned that these
calls may be being made by people who actually want to sell you overpriced boiler cover or a boiler at
a ‘discount’ which may not save you money at all!
Never agree to purchase goods or services from cold callers, or arrange for those callers to visit your
home. It can be hard to tell a good trader from a bad one on the doorstep! If you are looking for a
new boiler, consider using local businesses and where possible go on recommendation.
Some householders on certain benefits may qualify for free boiler grants funded by energy companies
as part of the Energy Company Obligation (ECO). To find out if you can benefit from ECO funding,
please contact the Energy Saving Advice Service (0300 123 1234)
• Make a scam/rogue trader complaint to Trading Standards via Citizens Advice Consumer Service
on 03454 040506.
• Warwickshire Trading Standards Website Facebook Twitter
• Sign up to scam alerts at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scams
Received from WCC on 06 January 2017

IMPROVE YOUR CYBER KNOWLEDGE
A new Future Learn online course ‘Becoming a Digital Citizen: an Introduction to the Digital Society’
launches 23rd January 2017.
For more information, and to enrol, visit https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/digital-society
You can also visit or search https://safeinwarwickshire.com/cybercrime/

Alex Gloster

Cyber Crime Advisor
Community Safety Team WCC on 6th January 2017
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CountyCouncillorsReport
County Councillor Report December 2016

The County Council Administration released its draft budget for the next four years after the Cabinet
meeting on December 8. The savings target of £67 million will be delivered by spending £5 million
on changing the way the Council delivers its services. Council tax will increase by 2% to cover general
services and an extra 2% to help fund adult social care. Services will be targeted at the vulnerable in
our communities. Headlines are:
• invest in 40 additional children’s social workers, plus additional support capacity, to reduce
caseloads and provide greater support for our most vulnerable children
• invest in the education system for our most vulnerable learners and maintain school transport for
special needs pupils
• protect our elderly by investing in extra care-housing to meet forecast needs
• councillors’ community grants will still be available
• capital to fund local small road safety schemes will still be available
• The fire service control centre will be made more resilient by combining with Northamptonshire
FRS and the number of fire stations will be unchanged
• the roads maintenance budget will be maintained
Growth in council tax from new housing development will be used to fund road improvement
schemes. Capital will also be invested in priority road safety schemes across the County targeted at
reducing the numbers killed or seriously injured on our roads.
Warwick town centre will be given a traffic management makeover designed to reduce the serious
levels of air pollution being experienced there and the Warwick University/Stoneleigh junction on the
A46 will be upgraded to manage the high volume of traffic going into the Jaguar Land Rover and the
University.
These proposals will go forward to the full Council for approval on February 2.

John Horner
01926 842068
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PowerCut
Power Cut on 7th February 2017
Following the power cut in the village on 7 February, we are hoping to be able to print a
report from Western Power Distribution in the next edition of the Beacon to explain why
the power cut happened and what efforts were made towards rapid restoration. In the
meantime, Arslan Erinmez, Chairman Bearley Parish Council, has kindly provided some
emergency telephone numbers which are not usually in the telephone directory. It is not
easy trying to find them, especially in darkness or when you have no internet connection!

See page 39 for emergency numbers

BearleyFlowerClub

We meet on the Second Tuesday of each Month at Bearley Village hall between 2 & 4pm.

Jo Wall
10

11

JANUARY 2017 MEETING

BearleyGardeners
We were unable to spend our usual Festive meeting in the Village Hall, due to its refurbishment;
instead, 24 members enjoyed a lovely meal at the Navigation Inn Wootton Wawen. During the course
of the evening, Suzanne Hotten was presented with the Overall Winners’ Cup, which she had won at
the AGM & Produce Show in October. Gwen Smith once again looked after the raffle. Brief notices
were read out and it was a delight to welcome new members to the evening. Chairman Derek Bull
ended the evening by wishing everyone another pleasant gardening year for 2017. Many thanks to
Graham Musson for taking the impromptu photos; they very much reflect our light- hearted approach
to gardening!

John and Anita Ruffell from Alcester gave a high-definition audiovisual projection sequence at the
19th January Meeting. We were able to enjoy the ambiance of the recently refurbished village hall
and travel around some of the beautiful gardens of Great Britain, including: Threave Garden Castle
Douglas; Cragside & Alnwick, Northumberland; Hidcote Manor; Westbury Court; The Rococo Garden,
Painswick, Gloucestershire. Acoustically, the hall was much improved; it was possible to hear the
speaker with great ease. With LED lighting, new screen, new curtains and newly decorated interior we
now have a Village Hall to be proud of and we must thank the Village Hall Trustees who have worked
tirelessly to provide such wonderful venue.

PROGRAMME FOR 2017

Suzanne Hotten receives the
Overall Winners’ Cup
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March 16th
April 20th
May 18th
June 19th
July 20th

Frank Hardy -Talk
Adrian James - Courtyard Gardens.
Visit to Blenheim Nurseries - Steve Felix Creating Hanging Baskets.
Visit - TBC
Bearley Garden Stroll - Peter & Jo Wall’s Garden
13

BearleyHistoryGroup
THE WEBBS OF BEARLEY
On 5th January our new Parish Clerk Nicola Everall received a request from some people in Oregon
on the west coast of the USA, trying to track their family roots among “the Webbs of Bearley”. There
are interesting snippets like “The Webbs were one of the first 200 families in USA”.

There are a few villages near Stratford in Warwickshire that are
important to the Webb family. All are just a few miles from one
another and they are all just north and northwest of Stratford.
The village of Bearley eventually became the home of the Webbs,
Wilmcote and Aston Cantlow were home to the Ardens, and
Stratford was home to the Shakespeares. In 15th and 16th century
England, these villages would have been church parishes, since the
church was the anchor of each community.
Alexander Webb was born in Bearley on December 24th, 1534
and in 1555 married Margaret Arden, a daughter of the wealthy
Stratford landowner Thomas Arden.
Margaret was the sister of Mary Arden, eventual mother of William Shakespeare. Her mother, Mary
Webb Arden, is also the aunt of Alexander Webb. Sir Alexander and Margaret had three children,
Robert, Agnes, and first-born Alexander. Alexander is of particular interest, since it was members of
his family that left Warwickshire for America.
The immigrant Webbs came to America in 1626. To understand their motivations, it’s important to
understand English history of the period. Incessant on-again, off-again wars with Spain and France
were likely taking their toll with the nobility. Catholicism, replaced by the Church of England by Henry
VIII, was once again restored by Queen Mary I in 1553. A growing disenchantment with the corruption
of religion by the English government and the religious clergy promoted the birth of the Puritan
movement which the English government tried to suppress.
A country in turmoil, coupled with news of trade and other opportunities from the colonies in
America, are probably reasons enough for a wealthy family to strike out for the New World. Enduring
connections to British royalty would greatly increase the family’s opportunities in the colonies. For a
wealthy family like the Webbs, problems at home combined with wealth and royal connections, means
moving family and family assets to a new world full of opportunity would be a very attractive option.

The Webbs of Bearley and the connection to Shakespeare appear well documented.
Ken with the Parish Records will be able to check if Webbs were in Bearley after 1550. However, in
the meantime, here is a link to one of the websites connecting a Webb with Bearley.
http://webb.skinnerwebb.com/
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The geographical movement of the Webbs once they arrive in America, especially when compared
to the same patterns in the Skinner family, offers many clues about their motives for the move to
America.
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Here is the extract from the WI Book of Bearley concerning the ‘Webbe’ family:

BearleyLunchClub
There has been a Lunch Club in the village
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all our
members and helpers who have made it so much
fun since then.
Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the Village
Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, icecream and soft drinks).You don’t have to be a
Senior Citizen to join us, so please come along
– don’t sit at home and be lonely. Let us know
before 9.00 am and we can arrange transport for
you if you need it.

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road.
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon

Best wishes,

Gwen Smith

FriendsofBearleyVillage
Please make a note in your diary of the 22nd July 2017, as this
will be the date for our annual Summer Craft Fayre & Fete.
16
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StMaryTheVirgin

Jerusalem. In pagan society this time of year marked the passing of winter and the approach of
spring and all the winter decorations were taken down.
Have you have heard the saying “If Candlemas Day be fair and bright, winter will have another
fight. If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, Winter won’t come again!”? How did it work out this
year?
Our sincere condolences go to the family and friends of Don Graham and also Anastazia
Locuciejewska who sadly passed away recently.
I do hope that by the time the Spring issue of the
Beacon drops through your doors the weather will
be warm and sunny and all those folk who have
been housebound over the past few months will be
happier and able to get out and about. Do not forget
there is always a warm welcome in Church on Sunday
morning.

The folk at St Mary’s had a hectic time over the Christmas period - how long ago was that! We also
learnt a good many things and a lot of facts.
The Bible study sessions on the “Pilgrimage to the Manger” were mostly based around the Gospel
according to Saint Luke. His account contains probably the three best known of the Church’s canticles
that are used in the main services: Mary’s song- the Magnificat, Simeon’s song - the Nunc Dimittis,
both in Evensong, and the Benedictus in Morning Service. Church goers will recognise these familiar
verses.
Our Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, following the now traditional form set by King’s College
Cambridge, had the lessons read by people from various organisations and clubs in Bearley. We
finished off the evening with mulled wine and mince pies! If you missed it this year, do make sure
you come next time!
The tree lights go out on Candlemas Day, February 2nd, signifying that the season of Christmas is
over with the Purification of the Virgin Mary - a service called Churching by the Christian Church
after the birth of a child. It also marks the day when Christ was presented to God in the temple in
818

This issue of the Beacon spreads from Christmas to
Easter with Mothering Sunday at 10.30am on the
26th March; Palm Sunday on the 9th April at 9.30
am; Good Friday Meditation on 14th April at 2pm and
Holy Communion on Easter Sunday April 16th. Lots
of flowers and chocolate after 40 days of fasting!!

Spring
Lathyrus vernus ‘The
Vetchling

Be kind to one another.
Yours in Christ, with Love

Jane Harrison

PS If you would lik
e to receive the Ch
urch Magazine plea
let me know, it is £4
se
a year subscription
and contains much
information of wha
t is going on in othe
r parishes in the ar
ea.

Rector: Vacant
Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN Continued...
Date

Flower Rota

Ashes Service 7pm		
BCP 0930 Holy Communion

No Flowers until Easter
No Flowers until Easter Mr & Mrs Bull
es
No Flowers until Easter Mrs S Jones & Jam

Ash Wednesday:
Wed 1 March
Sun 5 March
Sun 12 March

Cleaning Rota

Service

CW 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion

Sun 26 March

MP 1030 Family Service		

No Flowers until Easter Mrs C McAteer
No Flowers until Easter Mrs N Dingwall

Sun 2 April

BCP 0930 Holy Communion

ss
No Flowers until Easter Mr & Mrs Whitecro

Sun 19 March

Palm Sunday:

CW 0930 Holy Communion
Good Friday Meditation 2pm

Mrs G Smith Palms

Mr & Mrs Barnett

All plus Mrs Jo Wall

Mrs E Gould

Sun 23 April

CW 0930 Holy Communion
MP 1030 Family Service		

Sun 30 April

TBA Parish Service

Sun 9 April
Fri 14 April
Easter Day:
Sun 16 April

Refresh

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome.

Altered image or what might have been?

Mr & Mrs Jackman

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website of the village. It
is there for the village to communicate with other
villagers whether it is the Parish Council, the many
organisations we have in the village or maybe
to get something off your chest. Any suggestions
regarding the website should be sent to: bearley.
org1@gmail.com
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In the 1950s, a new progressive face of Bearley was proposed with a glance back to the past and forward
to a vision of the future. A recently discovered Post Card showing photographs of Queen Victoria’s visit in
1889, Gwen’s Tea Room in Oak Tree Close next to the shop (with her children Roger & Heather), Trams by
the Yews & a new Vauxhall Cresta Motor Car on the Holiday Camp site, were combined with adding ‘–inArden’ to the village name and a new Coat of Arms of supporting rampant Bears & lit Candlestick.
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10GardeningTipsForMarch

1. Plant summer-flowering bulbs, such as Gladioli, Nerine and Lilies
2. Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials, such as Michaelmas Daisies, Astrantias (see image) etc.
3. Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed)
4. Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove pond heaters
5. Weeds are particularly vigorous now - deal with them before they become too established
6. Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes
7. Ventilate your greenhouse
8. Fresh compost should be added to top dress containers
9. Cut back Cornus (Dogwood) and Salix (Willow) which are grown for colourful winter stems
10. Protect new spring shoots from slugs
822
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NatureNotes

Brian Young

FlashbackTo1954 (“Be Prepared ”)

Weekend 28-30 January, the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch – this meant that I would be scanning the
garden regularly hoping to see some uncommon birds or some largish quantities of the common
ones, all to be seen within ONE Hour.

“Trudging alone along an unfenced road with a
rucksack on my back, - 15 years old - in the middle
of a dark and cold night, with unseen cattle running
around in the dark, I felt my wavy hair standing up on
end. Eventually, I found a convenient hollow under a
hawthorn bush away from the road, crept into it and
slept fitfully in my sleeping bag until daylight”.

This year I was extremely lucky because, as you can, I saw and photographed a Sparrowhawk. He
was sitting on a low hedge no more than five yards from our kitchen window. I told my wife not to
move and rushed to get my camera – when I got back he was still there and I managed to take this
one photo before he flew off – what a pity I didn’t get him face-on!

The Circumstances
John and I, who were both in the local Scout Group, had completed our “First Class Journey”
together over 36 hours. We enjoyed being out in the countryside so much, that later in the year,
we set off cycling from home near Croydon, almost penniless, on Monday 9th August for a month’s
cycling/farming holiday to Cornwall. We cycled to Holmbury St Mary Youth Hostel, just south west
of Dorking in Surrey for the night, then on to Bracknell Youth Hostel 10 miles east of Reading by
Wednesday 11th.
The next day, we answered a notice - “Lend a hand on the land” and we did just that! We weeded
kale, whitewashed farm buildings, cleaned horse gear etc. for 3 days earning £1 each. We stayed
in the farmer’s barn for two nights using our primus stove to brew up. I also quickly learned the
difference between the cheapest shop bought plum jam and homemade blackcurrant jam!
This is a Male Sparrowhawk, with a slate-grey back, which feeds mainly on smaller birds such as
Chaffinches & Great Tits. The Female has a brown back, is much larger and feeds on Blackbirds &
Starlings and, quite regularly, on Woodpigeons.
Sparrowhawks have been seen quite regularly in Bearley hunting along the country lanes just below
hedge-height, then suddenly silently slipping over the hedge-top to startle a flock of small birds on
the other side.
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We returned to Bracknell for the weekend then cycled on continuing our trip via Hannington Youth
Hostel. By now, we were tired and dispirited. Our funds were running out. In desperation we both
wrote home for money then took the decision to leave our bikes at the hostel and try hitch-hiking.
A car, a lorry, a furniture van and an Esso lorry, enabled us to reach Bristol late at night - much
quicker than if we had been cycling!! We walked out of Bristol in the general direction of Cornwall
and slept on wooden benches in an “out of town” bus shelter!!
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In the morning of Wednesday 18th, our fortunes began to turn around. The first lift by a new style,
3 week old Ford Anglia, took us the remaining 190 miles to Truro in Cornwall!!

Leisure Time
Our spending spree began when we became rich
with donations from home - £3 for John and
£4 for me. We celebrated with exotic meals out
in posh restaurants, in reality, the local cafe.
We feasted on fish and chips, cheese salad,
liver and bacon, and chips with everything, all
washed down by mugs of steaming, hot tea. At
the cinema in Truro we watched Dana Andrews
in “Elephant Walk”; Michael Redgrave in “The
Green Scout; Bella Lugosi in “The Case of the
Missing Brides” - an”X” film!! Glenn Ford in“The Man from Alamo”.

The Return Journey

Farming Experiences
We found a friendly farmer, Mr Pasco, who offered us a storage barn to stay in whilst he found us
some farm work. We heard strange, mysterious, scurrying sounds during the night and, only on
finding my red T-shirt had disappeared, decided we had had a narrow escape from either aliens or
a super breed of rats. Mrs Tripley, who lived on the farm, took pity on us. She gave us breakfast of
that new innovation “sugar frosted flakes” followed by her warm, freshly baked rock buns. Later,
she made mouth-watering Cornish Pasties Fortified, we started to “Lend a hand on the Land” once
again.
We weeded anemones with hand hoes, loaded trailers with hay bales and took them to unload at
the farm. We helped to chase a heifer out of a corn field due for harvesting. It had broken into the
corn field from the grass field next door - that was a fun hour - although the farmer did not think
so!! We “stooked” sheaves of oats that had been cut with a reaper and binder, standing them in
groups of eight to dry. We fed poultry and pigs and watched cows being milked by machines. We
also saw a newly born bull calf still steaming. We had earned in total, £6-6s-0d each.
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After our two week’s stay, we left Truro, elated with our success, soon somewhat dampened by
a ride in a fish lorry which took us to Plymouth. We enjoyed a much needed, care-free swim in
the sea. We eventually found our way to Bristol courtesy of an Army van, a Lyons Ice Cream van
and a warm ride in a lorry in the early hours of the morning. Only once, were we picked up and
questioned by the police. Lifts became difficult and we decided to separate which is why I found
myself “ Trudging alone along an unfenced road - 15 years old - in the middle of a dark and cold
night, with unseen cattle running around in the dark, I felt my wavy hair standing up on end.
Eventually, I found a convenient hollow under a hawthorn bush away from the road, crept into it
and slept fitfully in my sleeping bag until daylight”.
The next morning, I left my “den”. Newbury by lorry next and then my last treat. A huge Rolls
Bentley carried me in style. I was offered sweets, cigarettes, food and money - but I refused the
money on principle!
Eventually, re-united with John and our bikes in Hannington, we made our return journey to
Croydon.

Graeme Davidson
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CurriedEggSalad

Sandra Westbury

Those of us of a certain age will remember the HAMLYN ALL COLOUR COOK BOOK; (several people
still have and use it). It contained over 300 quick and easy recipes all illustrated in full colour. Mary
Berry the lady judge from the BBC ‘Bake-off’ series, created many of the recipes. So here is an
adaption of a very simple one. Bon appetit! Preparation time: 20 minutes

Ingredients...

Method...

8 hard-boiled eggs

Cool eggs under running water and shell them.
Slice in half across, scoop out yolks carefully with
a teaspoon so as not to pierce whites. Cut a sliver
from each rounded end so that the white ‘cups’
will stand firmly.

Small knob of butter or spread
1 level tablespoon mayonnaise or salad cream
1 level teaspoon curry powder
½ cucumber
1 lettuce heart, quartered

u would like
yo
e
p
ci
re
a
ve
a
h
If you
ntact
to share, please co n@aol.com ?
www.bearleybeaco
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Mash the yolks with the butter, mayonnaise and
curry powder with a fork. Taste mixture and adjust
seasoning, if necessary. Pipe or spoon back into
the ‘cups’, dividing equally between them.
Wipe cucumber and slice. Wash and drain the
lettuce quarters carefully. Arrange stuffed eggs in
the centre of a serving dish surrounded with the
lettuce quarters, divided by cucumber slices.

BearleyMotoring

Derek Bull

What is a CDV?
If we were in France, it would be a Carte de Visite, a small visiting card including a photograph; Canine
Distemper Virus; Compressed Digital Video; Core Democratic Value. In this article we shall discuss the
Car Derived Van. An alternative description being a LCV – Light Commercial Vehicle.
Today in Government speak, “Car-derived vans are the only goods vehicles which are subject to the
same speed limits as a car.
Car-derived vans are designed to weigh no more than 2 tonnes when loaded and are based on car
designs (e.g. Ford Fiesta, Morris Minor), or the vehicle is built from a platform which has been
designed to be built as a car or a van.
As a general rule, from the outside, these vehicles will look like the size of a car, but on the inside the
vehicle will look like and function as a van, because there will be:
• no rear seat belts or mountings
• a payload area with floor panel in the rear of the vehicle
• no side windows in the rear of the vehicle or if present, side windows will be opaque and fixed
(with no means of opening or closing)”
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From 1953 to 1973 the British Motor Corporation made a version of the Morris Minor as a CDV at its
Adderley Park factory in Birmingham. They were a very familiar sight, as most of the Royal Mail and
Post Office Telephone vehicles were of this type and the Morris Minor was the first British car to reach1
million models in 1961. Closed van and pick-up versions were made and today there are still 162 of
these vehicles licensed on the road, whilst 131 are SORN. Originally only marketed as Morris, in the
late 1960s an Austin version was made to be sold by its dealer network. The Minor name was dropped
and the van was referred to by its load capacity of either 6 or 8 hundredweight. (1 hundredweight or
cwt weighed 112lbs) Vans were not subject to Purchase Tax and many had rear seats fitted to carry
passengers, but you had to wait 2 years before fitting side windows or else you would subject to the tax.
The Commercial Motor magazine road-tested the Austin 8cwt in 1969 and declared:
“Acceleration was very brisk indeed, the 1,098cc engine whipping the vehicle up to 20 mph in only
4.4 seconds………. It will pull comfortably in top from 15 mph……….. Substantial stays are fitted to
the rear doors to hold them in the open position in strong winds………… As tested complete with 8cwt
specification, passenger seat and heater, the Austin 8cwt costs £497 10s.”
The image shown of an Austin
6cwt was taken in the village of
Abbotsbury in Dorset in 2003
and with a registration number of
NCV283F; it originally came from
Truro in Cornwall c.1967/8. Notice
the wing mounted mirrors, bright
rim-finishers to the wheels and
the headlamp cowls. The ‘rippled’
Austin radiator grille and Austin
bonnet badge are clearly visible
from this view.
There was a Farmer from Rowington that used a green Morris
Minor van around his farm and boasted that his wife did not
drive any vehicle with less than a six cylinder engine (their
large car being a Vauxhall Velox); when she drove the van,
how did she manage with it having only four cylinders?

Derek Bull
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VillageHallRefurbishmentProgramme
Research and consultations for the improvements were a lengthy process and took months to plan
but once the trustee responsible for fund raising was successful in obtaining a grant for the ceiling,
it was all systems go!
The Trustees of Bearley Village Hall had lengthy talks with various trades about different acoustic
systems; these included:

• suspending the ceiling straight across - but we felt would this would make the hall
look like an office.
• the baffles that could have hung from the ceiling would have looked a mess with
the original lights, which were suspended from chains from the ceiling. Instead
the sound proofing follows the contour of the roof, in to which the LED light units
are embedded.
LCP, an accomplished company that had successfully put in place curved ceilings before, assured us
they could follow the line of the existing ceiling.

• Lighting followed the same procedure listening to various lighting experts.
The chosen theme was the one which gave us the most confidence and assured us that ceiling
mounted lights would give sufficient amount of light.
Our decorator also did a brilliant job and every one of the trades finished on time.
All the work was carried out during December 2016 as it caused the least amount of disruption for
hirers.

Trustees of Bearley Village Hall
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor
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BearleyVillageHall
Bearley Village Hall is situated in open rolling countryside, 4 miles north of Stratford-uponAvon with easy access just off the A3400 Stratford-upon-Avon to Birmingham Road with a large
tarmacked car parking area. It opens onto a well-maintained sports field and is surrounded by
undulating arable farmland and woods. There are excellent facilities including; Large Hall, fully
equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities.
Bearley Village Hall, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 0SR
Guidelines for Village Hall Charges:

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
(Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)

MEETING ROOM
(Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room)

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL
(when available)

£15.00 per hour
£6.00 per hour
£25 per day

The Rates are the same for all one off hires however there are different Booking Request Forms
depending on residence- please download the respective Booking Request Forms and the
Standard Conditions of Hire listed below for more detail. Regular user rates may be negotiable.
Payment for the Hall and the deposit where applicable must be made before or on collection of
the keys. Please do not ask for alternative arrangements.

To book the SPORTS FACILITIES please contact: Graham Castle. 07935 343227
To book the Village Hall,
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road,
Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected
alternates each week as shown below:

The Village Hall, Alcester Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6AY
Registered Charity Number: 1140519 Ofsted URN: EY200875

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin)
Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Opening Times:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

8.45am - 3.00pm

(morning or afternoon sessions also available)

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
Titania - Alcester Mobile
Library , B Route

The Library will be available on
these Tuesdays during 2017

Funded 2, 3 & 4 year old places also available - criteria apply
For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

Contact our Manager: Patricia Baker for more information or to arrange a visit.

Telephone: 07752 381205 or 01564 792680
Email: triciabaker1@hotmail.com
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A message from Debbie Bennett: The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or
use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their
homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books in both large and small print and also
talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving the service
can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team

For all emergencies call 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers any incident and will be attended

Sgt Robert Shaw

Tel: 01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk

PC Edward Doxey

Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Gary Johnson

Email: gary.johnson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain

Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk
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Fire - Rescue (Station Commander)
Jim Beston
Fire Safety (Station Officer)
Tom Finch
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor
Robert Jones
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer
Tim Woodward
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road		
Stratford District Council		
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)
0345 8 500 500
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)		
Divisional
Meroqu Henson

01789 293271
01926 410800
01926 423231
01564 792223
01789 266841
01789 267575
01789 404400
01926 415000
01789 840486

UsefulNumbers
Dog Warden
Chiltern Railways
Central Trains
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65
Wheelchair loan, (short term)
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline
Benefits, services, support groups, etc.
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s.

01789 260839
08705 165 165
0121 654 1200
01789 293722
01789 262886
01926 412929
01926 493207
01926 336612
01789 414111

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers
Non Emergency Calls to Police
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers
Emergency Ambulance
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies
National Floodline
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents

101
111
01789 264491
01789 262886
112
105
0800 111 999
0800 783 4444
0345 988 1188
0800 807060
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