
Bearley Beacon

MAY 

2017

For Community Matters

This photograph was taken during the 1930s and 

shows the May Queen with her attendants and 

the Revd StClair Thomas. They are outside the 

now demolished house which stood in front of 

the church opposite Tudor Cottage.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00

½ page   £20.00

¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Derek Bull at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.

The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 

Full page   £18.00

½ page   £8.50

¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Save the 
date!

Date Event 
Venue Time

18th May Bearley Gardeners  
    

 Visit to Blenheim Nurseries - Steve Felix - Creating Hanging Baskets

17th June  WI Pudding Evening 
Village Hall 7 pm

22nd July Summer Fayre and Fete  Village Hall 12 noon – 4pm 

Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council

Bearley BeaconTH
E

Welcome to the May edition of the Bearley Beacon. First I should introduce myself – my name is Elizabeth 
Gorsuch and my husband, Andrew, and I moved to Bearley from East Sussex on retirement two and a half years 
ago to live near our daughter and her family in Warwick. We live in what Gwen calls ‘the top end’ of the village. 
This means that there is a steep hill (I know this as I try to cycle up it) between the village hall and our house!  

We have been made very welcome here and have joined in where we can. I do hope that other newcomers to 
the village have also felt quickly at home. Although some of the facilities in Bearley have closed down in the 
past few years – we no longer have a post office, shop, school or pub – we are lucky to have a well-equipped 
village hall (read all about what is happening there further on in the magazine), a sports and social club, and 
a village website. The website is being updated by Bearley Parish Council, so keep looking at www.bearley.org 
for the latest developments. We also have the church of St Mary the Virgin, which is lovingly looked after by a 
small but lively group of committed Christians despite the fact that at present we have no rector and are waiting 
anxiously for someone to be appointed to the parish.

Derek Bull has very kindly given me a free hand with this magazine but has been in the background monitoring 
what I am doing! You will see there is a new spot called the ‘Pets’ Page’. This needs your input as we need 
photos and facts about your pets which you would like to share with us all.

You will find quite a bit of information about recycling as we all must try to look after our beautiful countryside. 
I am also hoping to increase the news about sports activities and opportunities for local people. If you belong to 
any local sports club do get in touch so that we can include an article about it in a future issue.

As usual we would like to give a large ‘thank you’ to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.

If you have any suggestions on what you would like to see in the Bearley Beacon please contact me on e-mail at 
bearleybeacon@aol.com . The copy date for the July 2017 Issue is 31st May 2017.

Yours sincerely, 

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.
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Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 105 Grange Road, Bearley, CV37 0SE, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
John Horner - Austons Down, Saddlebow Lane, Claverdon, Warwick, CV35 8PQ, 
Tel: 01926 842068, Email: cllrhorner@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website of the village. It is there 
for the village to communicate with other villagers 
whether it is the Parish Council, the many organisations 
we have in the village or maybe to get something off 
your chest. Any suggestions regarding the website 
should be sent to: bearley.org1@gmail.com 
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ParishCouncilReport
Monday 20th March 2017 
The Ordinary Meeting of Bearley Parish Council was held in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on 
Monday 20 March 2017.  The meeting was attended by all Parish Councillors and the Parish 
Clerk and Warwickshire County Councillor J Horner and one member of the public.  Apologies 
were received from District Councillor S Lawton.  The full Minutes of the meeting are available 
from the website or from the Clerk.

STRATFORD ON AVON GLIDING CLUB (SoAGC)

Since August 2015 Bearley Parish Council has been making efforts to establish dialogue with SoAGC 
to establish compliance with planning conditions and for discussing community concerns on sailplane 
flight incidents and winch cable noise. Councillors Erinmez and Le Page attended a meeting with 
SDC Planning Manager Clare Eynon on 20 February 2017 to discuss monitoring and enforcement of 
compliance with planning conditions and above mentioned community concerns. Councillors Erinmez 
and Le Page also attended a meeting with SoAGC on 26 February 2017 to discuss community 
concerns as above including compliance and flight logging system. SDC have acknowledged there 
were issues and will await feedback on progress made at the meeting with SoAGC. In 2016 SDC 
took the decision to remove the permitted development rights on the land. That means a planning 
application is required to demolish any building at the airfield.
Further details are included in the Minutes of the meeting.

FLOOD PREVENTION MEASURES

Councillor R Le Page reported that he had contacted Barry Ridgeway at Warwickshire County Council 
regarding the flooding which had occurred in March 2016 near the football pitch and Mr Ridgeway 
had confirmed that no funding was available for personal property. The Parish Clerk confirmed that 
she had contacted the landowner to clear the culvert which was causing some blockage issues

GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT

It was confirmed that following three quotes which had been received.  Thomas Fox has been given 
the grass cutting contract for 2017.
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BURIAL GROUND CHARGES

It was agreed to make no increase in Burial Ground charges for the ensuing financial year.

PARISH WEBSITE

The Parish Clerk obtained quotes for improving the Parish website.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting was fixed for 24 April 2017 for the Annual Parish Assembly and all 
village organisations were welcome to attend and report their activities during the past year and 
planned future activities. In addition, Sarah Brooke-Taylor of Warwickshire Rural Communities Council 
has been invited to present Bearley Housing Needs Survey which will shortly be undertaken and 
address queries.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT Continued...

The Conservative and Labour groups at Warwickshire County Council agreed a joint budget in only 
seven hours on February 2. WCC will be investing £1m more to extend the successful school safety 
zones programme, will maintain the Home to School Transport budget, continue investing in LED 
lighting and maintain the current level of fire cover so that no retained fire-fighter post will be lost. 
The £67 million reduction in annual Government grant by 2020 will be met by £62 million of annual 
savings and £5 million taken from accrued reserves. General council tax will rise by 1.99 % and there 
will be an additional 2% for adult social care making a rise of 3.99% on Council Tax next year.

New £2 million grant fund for businesses in rural Warwickshire. A new £2 million grant fund to grow 
businesses and create jobs in rural Warwickshire has been launched. For information about the range 
of support available to grow your business, including support with applying for the RDPE Growth 
grants, contact Coventry and Warwickshire LEP Growth Hub on 0300 060 3747, email support@
cwgrowthhub.co.uk or visit www.cwgrowthhub.co.uk.

 CountyCouncilReportMarch
Warwickshire County Council Report for March 2017

7

Warwickshire County Council on coveted list of ‘Top 100’ Apprenticeship Employers in the country. The 
Top 100 list, announced in the Sunday Telegraph, celebrates the best apprenticeship employers across 
the UK and the county council was among ten selected from the West Midlands.

Rogue traders sent to prison for defrauding an elderly Atherstone widow. A salesman and two 
insulation fitters who took advantage of an elderly Atherstone resident by charging her for work that 
was overpriced, unnecessary and in some cases not carried out, have been successfully prosecuted 
by Warwickshire County Council Trading Standards Service. If you are worried about rogue traders 
Warwickshire Trading Standards has entered in to a new partnership with ‘No Rogue Traders Here’ - 
an approved trader scheme. ‘No Rogue Traders Here’ puts customers in touch with traders who have 
been fully vetted which includes: Builders – Roofers – Plumbers – Double Glazing – Central Heating 
& Boilers – Electricians – Carpenters – Decorators – Bathrooms – Kitchens – Driveways. They also 
have handymen who will carry out small jobs. To find out more and register, visit: https://www.
noroguetradershere.com or phone 0800 233 5000.

Adult social care budget increased. In the Spring Budget the Government announced an additional £2 
billion grant funding to local authorities for adult social care. Warwickshire County Council will receive 
£17.8 million of this money over the next three years. This sum is in addition to the £134 million 
currently spent by the County on adult social care. Adult social care is often regarded as just care of 
the elderly. In fact, nationally more than 40% of the adult social care budget is spent on adults aged 
18-64, with 35% being spent on people with learning disabilities alone. 

The County also faces significant cost in caring for vulnerable children and in Warwickshire the 
fourteen most challenging children cost the County £7 million a year. This is to place the children in 
specialist homes of no more than two children in order to given them a stable home life and over time 
to reintroduce them into mainstream education and jobs. The Warwickshire Multi Agency Safeguarding 
Hub (MASH) is now fully operation for both vulnerable adults and for children. If anybody is at all 
worried about someone please provide details to Warwickshire MASH by telephoning 01926 414144. 
Lines are open from: Monday to Thursday: 8:30am – 5:30pm and Friday: 8:30am – 5:00pm.

A new training programme is being offered to small independent retailers and those involved in 
building town centre partnerships in towns across Warwickshire. The training is free to those who sign 
up and, in return, businesses are being asked to dedicate time and commitment in order to improve 
their business and the wider town centre offer. The three packages are: Improve Your Business and 
Town Centre through Collaborative Working; How to Create Your Own Footfall; and Digital Business 
Skills for Retailers. The training is being delivered by nationally recognised industry experts in each of 
these fields. To find out more and to sign up for the training, details can be found at www.eventbrite.
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This is my last report as a County Councillor as due to boundary changes I will not be contesting the 
Division that contains your parish.  I have enjoyed representing Aston Cantlow Division and this was 
due by no small measure to the quality of the Parish Councils in it.  Thank you for your contributions 
and support during this last four years.

The “What Works Centre for Wellbeing”, an independent think tank, has placed Warwickshire within 
the top 5 of the most equal places in the country for wellbeing out of 143 local authority areas.
Burton Farm recycling centre has moved onto Summer opening times.  These are Saturday/Sunday: 
extended opening 0830 - 1745 hrs; Wednesday: extended opening 0930 - 1815 hrs; Other Days: 0930 
- 1515 hrs., as normal.  Extended hours apply from April to September inclusive and the site is open 
on Bank Holidays 0930-1515hrs.

Warwickshire’s domestic violence and abuse service will be provided from 1st. April 2017 by Refuge for 
both community-based support and accommodation services for victim-survivors of domestic violence. 
Refuge has been delivering accommodation-based services in Warwickshire for many years.  The 
service delivered by Refuge will include the following: 

• 24 units of accommodation and associated support for females aged 16 and over and their 
   dependent children.

• A single point of contact and specialist helpline for both victims and practitioners.

• Outreach support, specialist advocacy for high risk victims and specialist support for male, BME and 
    LGBT victims.

• Group work and drop-in clinics across the county.

• Support to Warwickshire’s GP practices under the IRIS (Identification and Referral to Improve 
   Safety) programme.

• Management of the Sanctuary Scheme.

• Coordination of Warwickshire’s MARACs (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences) and a physical 
   presence in the Warwickshire MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub). All services can be accessed 
   through the Warwickshire free phone helpline 0800 408 1552.

 CountyCouncilReportApril
Warwickshire County Council Report for April 2017
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Sport England has announced a new Community Asset grant fund.  Sports clubs and community 
organisations will be able to apply for investment from our Community Asset Fund, our new capital fund 
dedicated to enhancing the spaces in your local community that give people the opportunity to be active.

John Horner
01926 842068

POWER CUT 7 FEBRUARY 2017

In the March Beacon we promised to try to tell you why the village suffered a power cut during the 
evening of 7 February. Unfortunately, despite the efforts of Parish Council Chairman (and power-supply 
expert), Arslan Erinmez, we do not know the answer - there does not seem to be a detailed incident-
reporting system. Our supply was restored by connecting us to the second supply-route until the fault 
was repaired the next day. By law power has to be restored within a 2-hour period; otherwise the power 
distribution company has to pay compensation.

The meeting was held on Monday 13th February 2017 at 7.30pm Bearley Village Hall 

PRESENT: Stephenie Hawkins (Chair), Caroline Taylor, David Hotten, Ken Lillie, Cllr Arslan Erinmez, 
Carolyn Phillips (Secretary), James Maiden 

APOLOGIES: Jo Wall, Jonathan Smith, Steven Evans 

ATTENDING: Around 40 Bearley residents 

No conflicts of interest declared. 

TO CONSIDER APPLICATON REF: 16/04020/FUL AND TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 

The NPSG considered the above application for the erection of three detached dwellings with associated 
vehicular access from Ash Lane on land off Church Lane, Bearley. 

 NSPGMeeting
Bearley Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) Meeting 
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NSPG Meeting Continued...

Several objections have been lodged on the District Council’s e-planning website; no support for this 
proposed development. 

This was an open meeting, widely advertised to the Village, and was well attended by local residents 
(around 40). There was lively debate about the need for additional housing in the Village and the merits 
of this site, but the majority objected to the proposed development. The objections are to the principle 
of the development as it would harm the Green Belt and the character of the Village and its historic 
environment, namely the Conservation Area and surrounding listed buildings. Concerns were also 
raised about the amenities of residents next to the proposed site and the impact on trees, ecology and 
archeology. 

In light of discussions, the NPSG agreed to recommend to Bearley Parish Council to object to the 
principle of development on the following grounds: 

• Harm to the Green Belt, through being inappropriate development (the site is part of the open 
   countryside and not built area of the Village and the proposal is not limited infilling), loss of openness, 
   and encroachment into the countryside. 

• Harm to the character of the Village, its Conservation Area and listed buildings, through loss of an 
   important open space and adverse impact on views. It was also felt that the design was uninspiring and 
   level of detail regarding building materials was inadequate. 

The NPSG also advise that the Parish Council request the District Council to give due regard to the more 
detailed technical matters. 

TO CONSIDER THE WHETHER OR NOT TO COMMENT ON THE SNITTERFIELD 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Snitterfield Neighbourhood Development Plan is at consultation stage. No comment had been given 
to an earlier version of the Plan as it would not have direct implications for Bearley, and as little has 
changed in this respect, the NPSG decided against commenting on this Plan.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Date to be arranged 
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Friends of Bearley Village held their AGM on the 13th March, 2017. The 
Chairman’s report, accounts for the period to August 31st  2016 and the 
constitution will be available on the Bearley website http://bearley.org/villageorganisations/
friendsobearleyvillage.html

It is with sadness that I have to inform you that our Chairman, Graham Musson, stepped down as Chair 
at the AGM. Graham has been Chairman since Friends of Bearley Village began back in 2013. We have 
seen how much it has grown over the years and the considerable amount of work that has been done 
by Graham. We all as Friends of Bearley Village would like to say a big Thank You and wish him all the 
happiness with carefree days for the future. Graham was presented with a gift of a patio rose namely 
“Carefree Days” and a wigwam of potted scented Freesias for his garden.

Friends of Bearley Village have had another successful year 2016 with both the Summer & Winter Fayres 
and it is hoped that this year’s Summer Fayre & Fete to be held on 22nd July will be a little different 
from usual, being bigger and better with a Craft & Produce Show for all Bearley residents - adults & 
children. 

Donations which have been or are to be made by “Friends of Bearley Village” to various organisations 
and clubs are as follows: 

• Bearley Village Hall (Water Heater and Hearing Loop), 
• St Mary the Virgin (Lighting), 
• Friends of Bearley Park (Top up for Springers), 
• After School Cookery Club ( Cooking Equipment)
• and hopefully funding towards the Coach Hire for a Village Day Trip in the Summer. 

None of these fundings would be possible if it wasn’t for the 100 Club and the Summer & Winter Fayres, 
all the donations of unwanted gifts, wine, chocolates, vouchers, cakes, toys, bric-a-brac, and so much 
more, not forgetting our village stallholders and the commercial stallholders.

One of the purposes within the Constitution of Friends of Bearley is to promote community events which 
we endeavour to do and Friends of Bearley Village are very grateful to all the volunteers that help and 
to everyone that donates.

FriendsofBearleyVillage
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Friends of Bearley Village Continued...

If you would like to be a volunteer at any of the events or become a 100 Club Member please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch.

I have now been voted on as Chairman & Treasurer plus many of the Secretarial duties involved in the 
running of “Friends of Bearley Village” but thank you to Gill & David Groom for agreeing to help with 
the minute taking at meetings, which is a big help. 

If anyone requires any information please don’t hesitate to contact me: 
jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com  or
Tel: 01789 731872.  

With kind regards & thank you.

Jo Wall
(Chair & Treasurer of Friends of Bearley Village)

The winners for March were:

1st:  Dot Tomlin (No: 15)

2nd: Heather Griffiths (No: 73)

3rd: Derick Gray (No: 64)

Thank you for your support, kind regards

Jo Wall
(Chair & Treasurer of Friends of Bearley Village) Email: jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com

The winners for April were:

1st:  Marion & Rhod Mitchell (No: 58)

2nd: Jane Harrison (No: 6)

3rd: Charlotte Pettitt (No: 53)

100ClubDraw

13
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BearleyFlowerClub
Bearley Flower Club was formed back in 2010.

We held a “Flower Festival” in the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in September 2011 

and from that produced a Calendar for 2012 depicting pictures from the 

Flower Festival for each month of the year.

We are a small non-competitive group with a passion for Flowers and Foliage.

We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month in Bearley Village Hall, at 2pm – 4pm

If you would like to come and join us to see what we do Please contact me: Jo Wall 731872

or

Email: josephinewall67@gmail.com 

February the members made a foliage and wood arrangement.  The materials used were collected 
from gardens or walks in the woods.

15

March’s arrangement was a contemporary table-centre design which had layered laurel leaves 
around the outside with ribbon attached, then within flowers of roses, Freesias, green pompom spray 
Chrysanthemums and Gypsophila and hidden in the centre three glass tea-light holders and tea lights. 
Pinned to the ribbon were heads of Ornithogalum.



16

On Thursday 16th February 2017, Bearley Gardeners were entertained by Duncan Coombs who gave 
us an illustrated talk on Lawrence Johnston’s other House and Gardens at Serre de la Madone in 
Southern France.

Hidcote village and House had been purchased for £7,000 by Mrs Winthrop, Lawrence’s mother, in 
1907, and Lawrence set about landscaping the garden of the house, building up a wide range of 
plants, many from plant expeditions abroad. Eventually, Hidcote Gardens and House were passed to 
the National Trust in 1948. 

BearleyGardeners

The Villa at Serre de la Madone
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From 1924, Mrs Winthrop gradually purchased several plots of land and a house in southern France at 
Menton where she had been staying during the winter months and by 1940 Lawrence had renovated 
the rough French countryside into another garden. It was called “Serre de la Madone”. The land 
was on a south-facing slope from 108 metres above sea level, going down to 50 metres near the 
Mediterranean Sea. He sponsored and took part in many plant hunting expeditions over the years to 
places like the Swiss Alps, the Andes and South Africa. From the Himalayas in Yunnan, he discovered 
and brought back the Mahonia shrub. It is a well-known evergreen, prickly-leaved shrub with spikes of 
yellow flowers in late winter. In 1924, he climbed Mount Kilimanjaro as part of an expedition.

Lawrence could grow plants here in southern France that would not survive in the English climate and 
as there were basically two gardens, there was plenty of space for him to grow all the plants that he 
collected. There is a greenhouse there similar to the one at Hidcote. Lawrence died in 1958 and the 
Garden and House, were taken over by the French State and a local municipality.

As Mike Diggines has been to southern France, he gave a vote of thanks to Duncan for an interestingly 
illustrated and informative set of slides about Lawrence Johnston’s life history including Serra de la 
Madone and also about how his rich mother’s, his father’s and step-father’s lives affected his life, 
basically, providing plenty of money to finance and further his interest in plant expeditions, plants in 
general, garden planning and landscaping.

Lawrence Waterbury Johnston 1871 to 1958        Gertrude Winthrop c.1910
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March 2017 Meeting

Bearley Gardeners met on Thursday 16th March 2017 in Bearley Village Hall to hear Frank Hardy 
take us through a sequence of plants that flower or produce colourful leaves from late Winter to mid 
Spring. Apparently, this Spring has been a very good one because after a wet spell in summer, we 
had a dry, sunny spell in autumn.

In his usual forthright but entertaining way, he advised us on the do’s and don’ts of what grows well 
and where to grow it!

Frank advised that snowdrops are best propagated by lifting the clumps after flowering, (in the 
green) separating them, then re-planting them, as opposed to planting bulbs that take a long 
time to increase in numbers. Aconite bulbs need to be soaked before planting. The blue crocus 
“Tomasinus” is good for naturalising. Small Tete-a-Tete daffodils have many flowers per bulb. 
Small “Cyclamanus” daffodils are also good flower producers - variety “Peeping Tom”. The small 
blue Scillas provide a strong splash of blue as do Muscari (grape hyacinths). Swathes of the larger 
daffodils grow through March and April in gardens and countryside brightening the days. Bluebells 
appear later in April/May.

Frank Hardy with his collection of winter and spring flowers
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Early-flowering deciduous shrubs and trees play a large part in bringing colour. Hazel catkins appear 
in February, forsythia is flowering now. A small 5ft variety called “Nimbus” is better for smaller 
gardens or large pots. Viburnum has white flowers. There is also a small 3ft version of Photinia 
(Red robin) with new red leaves appearing above the old green ones now. Light coloured flowers on 
hellebores rather than the darker maroon ones, show up better when they are grown in shade. Plants 
grown under other plants are less liable to be affected by frost.

The “Carnea” strain of heathers which tolerate alkaline soils are out now. The perennial wallflower 
- “Erysimum” is becoming a popular plant. Foliage plants - Choisya (Mexican Orange Blossom) has 
scented flowers and either yellow or green evergreen leaves.
After the talk, the forty or so plant examples we had seen were put up for sale - and there were not 
many left.

Our Chairman, Derek Bull, gave the vote of thanks pointing out that we all had smiles on our faces 
after this evening’s entertainment from Frank Hardy.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 20th April at 7.30pm in Bearley Village Hall, when Adrian James will 
give an illustrated talk on “Courtyard Gardens” and the May meeting is on Thursday 18th May when 
we will visit the Blenheim Nursery in Bidford where Steve Felix will show us how to create hanging 
baskets.

Visitors would be most welcome to join us.

Graeme Davison

   Programme for 2017
    May 18th
      Visit to Blenheim Nurseries - Steve Felix Creating Hanging Baskets.

    June 19th
      Visit - TBC

    July 20th
      Bearley Garden Stroll - Peter & Jo Wall’s Garden
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10GardeningTipsForMay

1 Watch out for late frosts. Protect tender plants

2 Plant out summer bedding at the end of the month (except in cold areas)

3 Regularly hoe off weeds

4 Open greenhouse vents and doors on warm days

5 Collect rainwater and investigate ways to recycle water for irrigation

6 Mow lawns weekly

7 Earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still remaining (see image)

8 Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and other spring-flowering bulbs

9 Watch out for viburnum beetle and lily beetle grubs

10 Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges

Earthing up potatoes is an important part of the growing process. It involves drawing mounds of soil 
up around the plant to prevent new tubers from growing and turning green and poisonous
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Her Majesty Queen Victoria, may have stopped outside St Mary the Virgin Church Bearley with her Lady-in-
waiting Anne, Duchess of Roxburgh; whilst touring South Warwickshire in the summer of 1889.

Altered image or what might have been?
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StMaryTheVirgin
It is tragic that in today’s world there are so many incidents of abuse to children (by law defined as those 
under 18) and adults. In fact abuse can happen to anyone who is disabled, who has any metal trauma, 
who is being bullied, who is suffering sexual abuse or any other adversity which makes them vulnerable to 
others in any way.   Goodness knows how many are there who soldier on in silence not knowing what to do 
or whom to turn to.

The Christian Church, led by the Archbishop of Canterbury, is trying to redress the situation by setting up a 
system of ‘Safeguarding’ in all churches.   Several members of St. Mary’s PCC have been trained - primarily 
for the Safeguarding of church members, but also for helping those who live in the parish. I have been CRB 
checked as the ‘Safeguarding Officer’ for St. Mary’s. All those who are trained and on the list are there to 
look out for people who may be being abused in any way. We have lots of contact numbers for agencies 
who can help and these are displayed in the church with the names of our safeguarding councillors who are 
available able to talk with you and offer appropriate advice.

At the Annual Meeting of the PCC all those lovely people who do so much to maintain the everyday 
running of St. Mary’s were thanked for the much appreciated help. The cleaners, the flower arrangers, 
the gardeners and our organists who do stalwart work in providing music each week. So many people 
behind the scenes and without this help the Church Wardens would find the running of the church almost 
impossible. As we still do not have a vicar, we are especially indebted to Rev. Richard Smith who has 
officiated at many of our services.

Special thanks this year go to the ‘Friends of Bearley’ who have so generously made a kind donation to St. 
Mary’s enabling us to renew the much needed lighting over the font and in the porch.  “Let there be light”!  
Also thanks to Pete Wall for the handrail by the steps to the Memorial Garden; many of the older folk in 
the village will be very grateful for this.  Folk are very generous to the church.

May God be with you all at all times.

In the love of Christ.

Jane Harrison
01789 731042

Rector: Vacant

Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237

PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042
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Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

May:

Sunday 7  BCP 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Vera Rose Mr & Mrs Hannis

Sunday 14 CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mr & Mrs Passalacqua

Sunday 21 CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Jill Lillie Mrs D Ridgard & Family

Sunday 28 MP 1030 Family Service  Refresh Mrs D Tomlin

June:

Sunday 4  BCP 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Gill Groom Mrs J Meaden

Sunday 11 CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs J Rouse & Candy

Sunday 18 CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Margaret Passalacqua Mrs D Bannister

Sunday 25 MP 1030 Family Service  Refresh Dr & Mrs A Gorsuch

PS   If you would like to receive the Church Magazine please let me know, it is £4 a year subscription and 
contains much information of what is going on in other parishes in the area.

There has been a Lunch Club in the village since June 
1983, and we sincerely thank all our members and 
helpers who have made it so much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the Village Hall 
costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, ice-cream and soft 
drinks).You don’t have to be a Senior Citizen to join us, 
so please come along – don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 

Gwen Smith

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub
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60 years ago Elvis Presley released his first hit (Heartbreak Hotel); Switzerland won the first Eurovision 
Song Contest; Aston Villa beat Manchester United 2-1 in the FA Cup Final; the Suez crisis occurred when 
the Egyptians nationalised the Suez Canal previously operated by a French-British venture; the Sputnik 
satellite was launched; the average annual wage was £550, while the average house cost £2200 (4 x the 
annual wage).

60 years ago refugees were in the news when people from Hungary and North Korea left their homes to try 
to find a new and better life after communist invasions of their countries. So to raise money to help them, 
the churches in Britain, building on their work with refugees from WW2, started Christian Aid Week.
60 years on we still have refugees. They choose to leave behind everything they know. Some risk their lives 
and those of their children in a plastic dinghy; some die in the refugee camps. But when the alternative 
is terror, bombs and bullets, almost anything is better. Christian Aid is still helping refugees as well as 
supplying funds for disaster and famine relief, tackling the causes of poverty, and campaigning against tax 
fraud and climate change.

Thanks to your generous donations the amount we raise in Bearley increases a little each year. Last year 
it was £730. Let’s act again to help relieve suffering and build a world where everyone has a safe place 
to call home. Don’t forget to look out for the bright red envelope in the middle of May and return it to an 
authorised collector. Thank you.

Elizabeth Gorsuch
St Mary’s Church Bearley - Organiser for Christian Aid

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 14 - 20 MAY 2017
60 YEARS OF RED ENVELOPES!
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In the porch of St Mary’s Church is a large cardboard box. This has been left there for us to put into 
it our donations for the Stratford-upon-Avon foodbank. The foodbank was started in 2013 and is 
a life-line to people going through a time of severe financial difficulty. It is part of a nationwide 
network of foodbanks, supported by The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and hunger 
across the UK. No-one in our community should have to face going hungry, so  the foodbank 
provides nutritionally balanced emergency food and support to local people who are referred to it 
in crisis. Last year nearly 1300 three-day emergency food supplies were given to people in crisis in 
the Stratford area.

At the moment, the foods most urgently needed are:

• tinned pies
• tinned ham
• corned beef
• tinned vegetables
• coffee
• rice

• rice pudding
• sugar
• savoury biscuits
• snacks, crisps
• pasta sauces

“The foodbank was there when we really needed it, 
it was an absolute lifeline.”
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Pets’Page
This is a new feature in the Beacon which will only work with your help! If you would like us to feature your 
pet – the more unusual it is the better – please send a good-quality jpeg photograph together with a short 
description as below to bearleybeacon@aol.com  f we have a large response, your pet’s details  will be 
included as soon as possible. If you don’t have a computer (or a camera) just telephone Elizabeth Gorsuch 
on 730507.

MILO by Faye

This is Milo, our wonderful pet cat; he 
has bright blue eyes with soft cream and 
chocolate brown fur. Milo is a 12 year old 
American Snowshoe, who can be quite 
playful and lively, but also very lazy and 
cuddly.  

Over the years Milo has got into a few 
scrapes, and could tell you a few stories. 
Like the time he went missing for days 
and got stuck up a tree, or the time he got 
caught having an impromptu party in our 
sitting room, with three neighbourhood 
cats. Or maybe, the fateful day where 
the call of the wild overtook him, and 
he snaffled my neighbour’s escaped 
hamster. However he has since put those 
days behind him, for a quieter life in the 
country.

Most days now Milo can be found in his 
favourite place, snoozing on his bed, 
which is in a warm spot where the sun 
shines in. However, if his bed is empty, 
you can be sure he has taken himself out 
on a mini adventure to play in the fields. 
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PetWordSearch

Milo’s favourite thing to do is chasing, stalking and pouncing, which he is very good at.  

Every morning on waking Milo has a great deal to say; he meows and meows until his breakfast is 
delivered. Sometimes when he gets roast chicken, he will talk through mouthfuls and it almost sounds like 
real words, which makes us all laugh.

Milo is a super member our family who never lets you forget he’s around. He has amused and entertained 
us over the last 12 years and we look forward to many more fun times ahead. 
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‘Mowk’ otherwise known as MWK575G
My second car was also my second Mini derivative to own. It was a Morris Mini 850 Super De Luxe Mark 
2, which had been built at Cowley near Oxford during the summer of 1968, one of 246,066 Mini models 
made that year. It had a redesigned front grille, a larger rear window, a remote-control gear lever and a 
number of cosmetic changes including large rear tail lights. I traded in my 1963 Austin Mini Countryman 
at Cheylesmore Garage Coventry in July 1970. One of the major features which attracted me to the car 
was that it was painted black with ‘Geranium’ red interior. Black had once been a popular colour to paint 
cars, since Henry Ford was alleged to have said: “You can have it any colour, as long as it is black!” The 
reason for this being that on the early Ford cars, black was a colour that dried much quicker than any other, 
hence reducing the time to build cars. During the 1960s, black fell out of favour with motorists, as a large 
spectrum of colours became available to tempt customers with. So this Morris Mini was quite a rare find. 
When black was shown to be part of any colour range it was also an extra cost option (the make-up of the 
paint and its application required extra care, one of the main ingredients being carbon), although black 
coloured cars were much easier to repair and repaint with little colour matching needed.

‘Mowk’ benefitted from having ‘Hydrolastic’ suspension. The system replaces the separate springs and 
dampers of a conventional suspension system with integrated, space efficient, fluid filled, displacer units, 
which are interconnected between the front and rear wheels on each side of the vehicle. It provided a very 
comfortable ride for a car with such a small wheel base and the road holding was very good too. With an 

BearleyMotoring

By the Mill Pond Tissington Derbyshire
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engine size of 848cc, it proved quite ‘peppy’ for a small car.

On the very first trip out with my future wife Jean, we drove around the lanes of South Warwickshire 
and called in at Aston Cantlow for a Henley Ice Cream. My cone was filled with chocolate ice cream and 
I was wearing a hand-knitted cream coloured Aran pullover. You can guess what happened next, when I 
managed to spill some of the ice cream down my pullover, so from that date on Jean 
knew what she was letting herself into.

I took ‘Mowk’ on holiday to Dumfries 
very soon after its purchase and 
travelling up the fairly new M6 
Motorway the valve that controlled the 
heater decided to leak; so it meant 
travelling with the heater on until it 
could be fixed by Currie’s the local 
Morris Dealer.

With my uncle’s mother, Mrs Emma Ridgard, Brassington 

Derbyshire 1971 

My future wife Jean, lived at Turners Green, Rowington and one evening when the canal bridge was 
being rebuilt near the New Inn (now Tom O’ the Wood), ‘Mowk’ was stolen and was found about 3 days 
later near Lapworth. The kind souls who stole it also took my brief case with all my college notes, a slide 
rule, the radio and various odds and ends within. I often wonder if these people are about today and 
wonder if they ever felt any remorse for their actions.

Looking at the images of ‘Mowk’, it was only fitted with a wing mirror on the offside front wing, the 
front number plate was removed from its original position below the front bumper to flush fitting on 
the grille (on reflection, not an attractive location) and the RAC Members badge can be seen. It was the 
chrome plated and enamel version which cost extra at the time. I have just sold it on e-Bay!

The car was very reliable and I sold it to someone I knew from 
Dorridge in 1972, prior to taking delivery of a brand new Mini 
1000 direct from Longbridge for £720, as I was eligible for 
Employee Discount. FOX814L was painted Damask Red and we 
named her ‘Rose’.   

Derek Bull
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NewsFromBearleyVineyard
We sell wine from Bearley Vineyard to various local farm 
shops, garden centres and five National Trust properties 
including Charlecote Park and Hidcote. Some time ago, one 
of our National Trust properties, Packwood House, asked for 
our advice on which varieties to plant in their kitchen garden, 
and as a result they now have a row of healthy Regent and 
Phoenix vines. Early in March, Joanne and Tim from the 
kitchen garden team at Packwood visited Bearley Vineyard for 
a lesson in winter pruning. They have returned to Packwood 
with secateurs in hand and new knowledge, and are now 
expecting a bumper crop this summer. The photograph shows 
Joanne and Tim with Richard from the vineyard. 

If you would like to find out more about the vineyard, please 
visit www.bearleyvineyard.co.uk

Richard Le Page
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NatureNotes Brian Young

I have been trying to find something with which to vary my topic for this “blog” i.e. something other than 
birds, but have not been successful.  I am writing on the 4th day of Spring so, hopefully, in two months’ 
time there will be lots of spring-like things to write about.

So for this month I have chosen to feature the Goldcrest which, with the Firecrest, is the smallest UK bird – 
they are both only 9 cms long!  They are very similar at first glance but can be easily distinguished because 
only the Firecrest has a dark band running from the beak through the eye to the back of the head.

Most Bearley residents will not have seen a Goldcrest but they are here in Bearley all the year round. I have 
seen them in the area around School Lane, the old playground and Bearley Green as well as in my garden. 
They are like a small round hyperactive bundle of feathers which never stays still.  They feed in trees and 
bushes, sometimes high up in conifers, but can be seen low down. They are particularly cute when seen 
hovering a few inches from a tree, then suddenly diving in to catch an insect.

The call is a high-pitched, thin “tsee, tsee, tsee…..” and the song which can be heard from February 
onwards is again a high-pitched wheeling “tee-lee-de , tee-le-de”. Unfortunately many older people can no 
longer hear this song. 

The Firecrest is much more difficult to find because it is found predominantly on the South and East coasts 
and its population is 3000 compared with well over a million Goldcrests.   
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BearleyVillageHall
The next few pages are all about the village hall and the activities which go on there.  It is one 
of our best amenities, so why not use it ? 

Do you know that you can hire the hall? The normal charges are:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour

  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

In addition you can hire the bar 
(see photos) for your function from 
Mark and Katie at the Sports Club. 
The bar is fully licenced and insured, 
fully stocked on a sale or return basis 
and has double-chilled beer lines 
dispensing up to 4 products. For more 
information contact either:
Katie 07854 801 621 or 
Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 
Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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BearleyVillageHallRefurbishment
I hope many of you have had the chance to visit the village hall this year. As mentioned in the last 
Bearley Beacon, work was done to the main hall at the end of last year including a new suspended 
ceiling, sound-proofing, new lighting and a projector with screen. In addition, the hall was painted and 
now has new curtains.

And now it’s even better! As you know, since October 2015, in all large stores shoppers have been 
charged 5p for a plastic bag. Tesco have a scheme called ‘Bags of Help’ where the money raised from 
this 5p charge is used to fund local projects e.g. improving community buildings or buying new outdoor 
equipment.

By luck, David Groom bumped into a friend at Tesco.  David continues:

“Graham Roberts is the Tesco Community Champion, who I knew previously, and I happened to bump 
into him when shopping one day. He explained to me his role which includes offering help to local 
communities.  After some discussion we decided that the painting of our village hall was an ideal project.

Graham came a gave a short presentation to a meeting of the village hall trustees and it was agreed to 
proceed. The village hall supplied the paint and materials and the work was completed on Tuesday and 
Wednesday 21st and 22nd March by the gentlemen in the photo. The toilets are also going to be painted 
by Tesco community champions in April.  New notice boards are being sourced and will add more colour 
to the reception area.”

The toilets should have been painted by the time you read this, so why not go down and have a look 
some time?

This is the photograph of the volunteers 
from our local Tesco at the Maybird 
Centre who decorated the entrance hall 
at the Village Hall.  They are from the 
left: Jamie Mesnard, Martin Hinton, 
Graham Roberts and Paul Abbott.
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Would you like to buy a chair?
Most residents will be aware that a programme of 
refurbishment has been undertaken to the Village 
Hall as a result of obtaining several grants from 
the Lottery, County Councillor Fund and Friends 
of Bearley Village. This is an important project to 
ensure that we attract more bookings and secure 
the financial future of the Hall for the use of 
Bearley and its residents.

The next stage is to improve the furniture in the 
Hall, increasing the number of tables and providing 
more comfortable padded chairs. Lots of options 
from different companies have been looked at 
with a huge range of prices, and after the “beauty 
parade” of chairs at the Open Evening, a chair 
made by a British company, Burgess, came out the favourite. But at a cost of £100 per chair, we can’t 
afford it.

A number of second-hand Burgess chairs (see photograph above) have been located, four Village Hall 
trustees have been to see them and bought just over one hundred. These are £10 per chair.

The W.I. have generously donated £350 for new chairs (which is the profit they made on their Afternoon 
Tea) and other individuals have offered to donate towards the purchase.

If anyone would like to donate towards the purchase of these chairs, be it 
a couple of pounds or any larger amount, please contact Graham Musson, 
Chairman, Village Hall Trust, who will provide details on how to do this. 
graham.musson@btinternet.com or 01789 731545

Carolyn Phillips
Bearley Village Hall Trust



36

Children’sCookeryClub
The Great Bearley Bake Off!

What a delicious smell wafted through the door of the Village Hall when I visited the Cookery Club on 
Wednesday 15 March!  This club is the village’s latest after-school piece of fun for our young children. 
Gill Groom and helpers including Eve Gould,  Beverley Warman, mums, dads, grandparents and carers, 
were busy helping the children make jacket potatoes and chocolate chip cookies.  The first time the 
club was held on the 1st of March many of the pizzas never made it home but were gobbled up by the 
hungry young chefs!  

Some of the Bearley 
children having fun!

Elizabeth Gorsuch
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Method...

Preheat oven 180°C
Grease and line trays with baking paper
Cream together butter, sugar and vanilla until 
fluffy

Add lightly beaten egg gradually 
Mix in sifted flour and salt then add choc chips
Roll into small balls and bake for 8-12 mins

Enjoy!

Ingredients... 

125g butter

½ cup sugar

½ cup brown sugar

½ teaspoon vanilla essence

¼ teaspoon salt

1¾ cups self-raising flour

150g chocolate chips

Recipe for Chocolate Chip Cookies...

The club is open to all children in the village and costs £2 per child or £3 for the family.  If your 
children would like to go it is very important that you let Gill know beforehand so that there are 
enough ingredients for everybody. Contact Gill on 730304 well in advance.

The pudding club comes to BEARLEY for 
one night only on Saturday June 17th at 
7pm at BEARLEY Village Hall.

Join BEARLEY W.I. For a light meal and as many puds 
as you can eatat the cost of £7.50 per person.

Bring your own wine - soft drinks provided.

Tickets available from:
Gwen Smith 017897 731798
Gill Groom. 01789 730304
June Callaghan 07986 300101 

PassionateaboutPuddings
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BearleyComputerClub

Since last summer, a regular group of Bearley residents have been meeting on a Friday morning at 
the computer club. With help from our volunteer Steve, they’ve been exploring the wonderful world of 
Facebook, email, Skype and the web.

Joining the club is an ideal way to learn some computer skills if like me you have never done it before. 
You go at your own pace and there is always someone there to solve any problems. Come and join us and 
give it a go!”

Why not come along and join the club? We provide a tablet and keyboard and will help you get started 
on Facebook, email and anything else you would like to do.
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“Thanks so much for the computer classes and the enormous amount of patience you 

must have! My mum Gwen has been in your class and it has been great to see her 

growing confidence in sending emails and getting to grips with the internet! Two of her 

grandsons live in USA and it brings them huge pleasure to be able to video call their 

grandma. For them to be able to see and talk to her makes the miles that separate 

them so much easier to bear! She has been able to meet the girls who became wives, 

see their homes and dogs and remain connected through the internet, all due to your 

patience and helping Mum understand a brave new world. At 96 years of age we are 

amazed that this has happened and we know the credit goes to you! So a huge thanks 

from Gwen’s daughter and family”

Here’s what some of them have to say about the club:

“Just a quick note to thank you for introducing my mum (Gwen) to the mysterious world of the internet, e-mails, FaceTime and a host of other gizmos even I don’t fully understand. I was initially sceptical when I was told that mum would be attending your classes. I have, however been pleasantly surprised with the ease with which she has learnt to send and receive e-mails and use the internet to keep in touch with all her grandchildren and wider circle of friends and family. All of this is testament to your knowledge and incredible patience. Many thanks”

“With the help of Steve and 

Graham I have found this club 

useful. I was left with an iPad 

due to the sudden death of 

my wife. With little interest or 

knowledge I decided to have a 

go, just to keep in touch with 

family. We sort most problems 

over a chat and a cup of tea. It 

is a good social event.”

“I’m very pleased with the help and advice on how to 
proceed and add comments. Thank you. I am learning to 
use the IPad . I find the lesson every week very rewarding. 
Steve and Graham are very good teachers”

“I very much enjoy our Friday morning sessions I feel I have learnt something, which I never thought I would, But I must admit I have a lot further to go” 
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SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm

New members are always welcome.

We have recently purchased a second table 
tennis table and would like to welcome a couple 
more players into our  group. The session runs 
from 10.00 until 12.00 Monday mornings,  and 
we have a break for coffee and biscuits mid-
morning.   

If you are interested in coming along  to join 
or just  want to find out more about us  please 
phone either Jo on 01789 731676 or Jacquie on 
01789 730292.

LadiesTableTennisClub
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BearleyCricketClub
During the summer Bearley Cricket Club plays regularly on Saturday afternoons on Mill Field, the field 
behind the Village Hall.  They play in Division 6 of the Cotswold Hills League (see below for the list of 
matches).  The season starts in May and they would welcome new players.  There is also coaching for 
juniors, both boys and girls, with experienced coaches on Tuesday evenings in the season from 6.30 to 
8.30 p.m. (approx. cost £3)

All matches start at 1.30pm
For further details contact Adie Smith on 07963165215 or adrian_smith@hotmail.com

The club plays in the Cotswold Hills League and below is the list of matches for the 2017 season:

  COTSWOLD HILLS LEAGUE 2017

  First XI - Division 6

  6th May Warwick CC Staff II AWAY

  13th May Alvechurch IV HOME

  20th May Winchcombe I HOME

  27th May Kenilworth III AWAY

  3rd June Lapworth II HOME

  10th June Kineton II AWAY

  17th June Alvechurch III HOME

  24th June Warwick III AWAY

  1st July Broadway II HOME

  8th July Earlswood V HOME

  22nd July Astwood Bank V AWAY

  29th July Bretforton II HOME

  5th August Stockton AWAY
  19th August Chipping Campden II AWAY

  26th August Kenilworth Wardens V HOME

  2nd September Norton Lindsey III AWAY

To book the

SPORTS FACILITIES 

please contact: 

Graham Castle

07935 343227
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Rubbish/Recycling

Garden&FoodWasteCollection

In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

You are able to put the following materials in 
your green garden & food waste wheeled bin:

Garden Waste
• Grass / hedge cuttings
• Prunings
• Weeds
• Small branches (less than 75mm / 3 inches 
    in diameter)
• Christmas trees (cut up to fit in bin)
• Flowers

Food Waste
• ALL food waste (including peelings and 
    left overs)

Food waste can be put in the bin loose or in compostable bags (conforming to EN13432 standard).

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)

Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.
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Bonfires
Now that spring has come and summer is on its way, many of us are busy in our gardens, tidying up after 
the winter and putting in new plants. We are fortunate that garden rubbish can be put into the green 
recycling bins but Bearley Parish Council would like to remind us about the nuisance that can be caused 
by bonfires.

Having a bonfire is not actually illegal. However, if it produces smoke which is harmful to health or 
substantially interferes with peoples’ enjoyment, then it is considered a “Statutory Nuisance” and can 
be dealt with under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (EPA). For example, if people can’t open 
windows or hang their washing out or have to go indoors and can’t enjoy the garden, then it is judged 
to be causing a “Statutory Nuisance”. The District Council can serve notice telling you to stop the smoke 
nuisance. Failure to comply with such a notice can result in prosecution and a fine on conviction of up 
to £5000. It is also illegal for you to burn waste that is not yours, for example from a workplace or 
neighbour, and small tradesmen must not burn waste from site at home.

Apart from unpleasantness caused by the smoke, bonfires can be a serious health hazard by producing 
toxic fumes. Even burning green and damp garden waste can release poisonous carbon monoxide and 
dioxins. Burning plastics, paint, foam rubber, engine oil, painted wood or rubber can produce extremely 
noxious toxic fumes such as sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, cyanide and carcinogens.

If you are bothered by smoke from bonfires, try contacting the person responsible and explaining the 
problem. You might feel awkward but they may not be aware of the distress they are causing and it will 
hopefully make them more considerate in the future.

If you wish to seek advice or make a complaint please call the Environmental Protection Team at Stratford 
District Council at 01789 260747 or e-mail “envhealth@stratford-dc.gov.uk” or to Environment Agency 
at 0800 807060 or e-mail “enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk”. Finally, under the Highways Act 
1980, anyone lighting a fire and allowing smoke to drift across a road faces a fine if it endangers traffic. 
Contact the Police if this is the case.
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Reduced price caddy liners for residents of Warwickshire

STOP PRESS
from Warwickshire County Council

Food waste placed in the grey wheeled bin costs Council tax payers more than £2 million a year in 
disposal costs. Recycling food waste by placing it in the green wheeled bin costs significantly less and 
creates a soil conditioner that is used on local land.  

A survey carried out by Warwickshire County Council found that using compostable caddy liners 
makes recycling food waste cleaner and easier and residents using liners are more likely to recycle 
more of their food waste. In response to this, Warwickshire County Council is working in partnership 
with Biobag Ltd to offer residents of Warwickshire compostable caddy liners for a discounted price 
of £7.95 for 150 liners including postage and packaging. The liners are made of can also be used in 
home compost bins.

Compostable caddy liners are available to buy online at www.biobag-uk.com/warks.

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries

A message from Debbie Bennett: The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit 
or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people 
in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books in both large and small 
print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from 
receiving the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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Titania - Alcester Mobile Library, B Route. 
The Library will be available on these 
Tuesdays during 2017...

April 11
July 4, 25
October 17

May 2, 23
August 15
November 7, 28

June 13
September 5, 26
December 19

You have probably discovered by now that Stratford Library in Henley Street has been closed since February for 
building work until the summer. It is being housed temporarily at the ArtsHouse on Rother Street. A book-lending 
service is available as well as newspapers, a photocopier and a programme of activities. Rhyme Time, songs and 
rhymes for 0 to 2 year olds and parents and carers, takes place some Tuesdays, 11.00 - 11.30 in term times; Story 
Stomp, a fun session for 2 to 4 year olds and their parents and carers is on some Fridays, 11.00 - 11.30.  Silver 
Surfers, free computer and tablet help sessions for people aged 50 plus is on Mondays, 13.00 - 15.00.  See the 
website https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/stratfordlibrary for more details.

As before, opening hours are 09.30 - 17.00 Monday to Friday and 10.00 - 15.00 on Saturday. Customers may use 
the additional free service to request any items - books, DVDs or audiobooks which are available in the Warwickshire 
County Council stock. Other services on offer include free public access to two computers and free WiFi.

StratfordUponAvonLibrary
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Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sgt Robert Shaw
Tel: 01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk

PC Edward Doxey
Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Gary Johnson
Email: gary.johnson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain
Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk

For all emergencies call 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers any incident and will be attended
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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