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BearleyWebsite
The village website has been renewed but still has the
same address www.bearley.org If you would like anything
included, please get in touch with the Parish Council Clerk,
Nicola Everall, on bearley.org1@gmail.com
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Single issue

Bearley Beacon

THE

Advertisingrates

Time
2pm-4pm
7.30 pm
12-4pm
2-5.30pm

So now we are into summer! This morning I was watching the groundsman hard at work preparing the cricket field
behind the village hall as the swallows flew across the grass. Very soon (14 July) Friends of Bearley Village will be
holding its annual Summer Fayre and Fete - see advertisement on pages 14 and 15 – with details of what to enter in
the Craft and Produce Show and also of the Children’s Competition. Last year the event was a very happy affair and
the weather was good – let’s hope for another lovely day this year.
On Sunday 5 August we have our eagerly awaited Open Gardens, in which 6 gardens in the village will be open in
the afternoon to raise funds for the National Garden Scheme’s charities (more information about these at ngs.org.
uk). Refreshments (with home-made cakes) will be available in the garden of Woodlands House. To offer help or for
more information please contact Sue Adcock on 01789 731520 or email her at sue@sueadcockdesigns.com, or Jo
Wall at jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com. See also the yellow notice on page 29.
Sadly, there have been several deaths recently of ladies who lived in Bearley village and were well-known and took
an active part in village life and whom many of you will remember. In particular, Lady Jean Young, who died in April,
moved into Bearley Manor in 1953 with her husband Sir Richard, and their first son, Peter. In those days, the family
played a large part in village life as you can read in the obituaries. Time moves on with their disappearance, as well
as that of the school, the shop, the post office, and the pub at the end of the road.
Many of you attended a public consultation in the Village Hall at the beginning of April about the proposed
development of seven affordable home just off Grange Road. Arslan Erinmez, the Chairman of the Parish Council,
has kindly written a short report about this including a plan of the proposed development, and invites comments.
As usual, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon,
those who distribute it and special thanks to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.
Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail
bearleybeacon@aol.com or phone 730507. The copy date for the September 2018 Issue is 31st July 2018.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article/advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts
Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392,
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com
Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352,
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU,
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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CountyCouncilReport
Pedestrian Refuge

The Pedestrian Refuge for the A3400 is still in progress. Warwickshire County Council (WCC)’s Road Safety
Team has been in liaison with the WCC Street Lighting division as the costs in respect of power for the
bollards etc is coming in a bit higher than anticipated – in fact it’s almost doubled to £35k!
However, we haven’t come this far not to proceed with this important road safety scheme, so I have added
a large sum from my divisional 2018/19 Budget to monies set aside from last year’s budget and I am
confident works will commence in the near future. I am particularly pleased that Bearley Village and
Bearley Parish Council have taken ownership of the project by staging fundraising activities to contribute to
this very worthwhile initiative.

Birmingham Road A3400 Improvements

WCC has been able to secure £2.4 million in grants from the Department of Transport by contributing £1.1m
towards the Birmingham Road A3400 Improvements. Hopefully on completion these works will alleviate
congestion and ease the journey for Bearley residents in and out of Stratford-upon-Avon.

Pot Holes

Pot holes have increasingly become a serious road safety issue, particularly in view of the bad winter which
has hit Warwickshire. However, the county has received extra funding to help tackle the problem – a sum
of £1.4 million as part of a £100 million funding pot announced by transport Chris Grayling. It’s therefore
important to report any pot holes via the WCC website and also alert myself so that I can chase the
maintenance department.

Green Verge Damage

The county highways teams are aware of damage being caused by HGVs and inconsiderate drivers to
green verge hot spots in Bearley and I am awaiting feedback from the Traffic and Safety team in terms
of recommendations for street furniture which can help protect the verges but also comply with safety
standards.

Community Grant

The community grants for 2018/19 have been increased and therefore the Parish Council and respective
community groups are encouraged to identify a worthy cause which could benefit from a grant of £500 £1000 this coming year. Last year I was delighted to help with the provision of a new fridge freezer for the
Village Hall.
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Adult Social Care and Health

As a member of the Adult Social Care and Health team I have been extensively involved in a Task and
Finish Group looking at GP Services throughout the County. It is widely known that GP Services are
extremely stretched at present but the issue is being compounded by no-shows from patients and those
booking appointments for minor ailments which could otherwise be dealt with by the local pharmacy.

Council Tax

Warwickshire has increased its council tax by 4.99% this year but 2% of the increase has been ring-fenced
for Adult Social Care and Health to address the needs of vulnerable adults and children.

Anne Parry

07917 117737 anne@anne-parry.co.uk

ParishCouncilReport
The Parish Council met on Monday 14 May 2018 and a summary of the minutes
of that meeting is as follows:
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19 March 2018
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 19 March 2018 were taken as read, confirmed and signed by
the Chairman.

To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures

Councillor R Le Page reported that the request for a grant of £5,000 from Warwickshire County Council to
assist with the clearance of ditches and culverts had been successful. Works had already commenced, but
further works were required and the Parish Council will continue to pursue further grants.

Grass Verges

Discussions took place regarding the placement of rocks and stones being situated on grass verges to avoid
vehicles parking. Cllr Parry advised members that such practice was considered a potential hazard and did
in fact cause an obstruction.
The Highways Department had advised the Clerk that bollards were designed to fall over/fracture to absorb
energy in a collision rather than transfer it to the motorist. They are approved for use within the highway by
the Department for Transport and are designed to reduce the severity of causalities in a collision. Rocks and
stones are not approved by the Department for Transport and therefore are not permitted for use within the
highway.
Following details received from the Highways Department for the installation of bollards, it was agreed that
spending £6,000 could not be justified to protect the grass verges at the junctions of Snitterfield Road with
Church Lane and Old Snitterfield Road.

Policies & Procedures

The following Policies were revised and agreed.
a) Review Burial Grounds – Rules & Regulations
b) Complaints Procedure
c) Data Protection

Finance Report

The Chairman reported that Mr Neil Pearce of Avon Planning Services was working on the Green Space
Designations for the Plan and there was to be a meeting on 24 May 2018. The NPSG had agreed on the
Terms of Reference and Simon Ward had been elected as Chairman of the Group.

Payments made since last meeting - none
Payments received since last meeting - none
Income/expenditure year to date – noted
It was agreed that the Parish Council make a donation of £750.00 to the Cricket Club subject to conditions of
community engagement.

To Receive an Update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club

Annual Governance Statement 2017/2018

Neighbourhood Plan, Site Allocations Plan & Built up Area

No communication had been received from the Gliding Club, thus the report on compliance with planning
conditions is still outstanding. It was noted that the temporary planning permission for Touring Motor
Gliders was due to expire in June 2018.
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Following the Internal Audit, The Annual Governance Statement was agreed and signed by the Chairman
and the Clerk. The Clerk was asked to submit the Audit to PKF Littlejohn, the Parish Councils external
auditor.
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Accounting Statements

The Accounting Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2018 were agreed unanimously and signed by the
Chairman and Clerk.

Planning Matters

18/01085/FUL – Airmanship Hall, Snitterfield Road, Demolition of existing building (former Aircraft
Hanger) and erection of two detached dwellings – resubmission of 17/02592/FUL
The Parish Council agreed to support the application and submit the same response which was sent for the
previous application.

LadyYoung
Lady Jean Young, formerly of Bearley Manor, died
on 21 April 2018, aged 92. I have three tributes to
Lady Young by her son and two villagers who knew
her well. Each shows a different aspect of her life,
so I have left all three for you to read. Ed

Correspondence and Communications Report
Noted.

Village Hall Roof Repairs

Cllr R Le Page reported that the Village Hall Management Trust had received a new quotation for works to
the roof of the Village Hall and it was agreed that the Parish Council would make a payment of £12,000 to
the Village Hall Management Trust to be specifically allocated to assist with the financing of the necessary
roof repairs.

Additional Village Notice Board

The Clerk was liaising with the County Council, following the request for an additional notice board on
Snitterfield Road from Friends of Bearley Village (FoBV).

Bus Shelter

Following discussions regarding the dilapidated state of the Bus Shelter on the east side of the A3400, it was
agreed that the Clerk notify Mr J Inman to proceed with the necessary works to bring the shelter back in to
good order.

Dates of Next Meetings
24 July 2018, 24 September 2018
Clerk to the Council: Nicola Everall. Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ
Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727 email: bearleypc@outlook.com
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The Youngs at Bearley Manor by Peter Young
Dick and Jean Young moved to Bearley Manor in 1953 with their first son Peter a baby. Three more
boys were born at the Manor over the next few years. Dick, later Sir Richard, had senior roles at Tube
Investments, a large company making steel, tubes, Creda white goods, Raleigh bikes etc. They moved to
the Midlands because that was where many of the TI factories were.
Jean, later Lady Young, was only 27 when they arrived in Bearley. She had been a nurse at St Thomas’
and then a midwife in poverty-stricken Deptford. She knew little of running a big house, nothing about
gardening. However she learnt quickly and with the help of many village friends the house and its garden
became a wonderful home. For the Young family these were 40 happy years at Bearley. Fêtes and other
village events were often held in the garden or Tithe barn (now a separate house). Dick once won a piglet
at the bowling game and so for a while there were a couple of pigs reared in a shed. Orphan lambs from
the Hobbs’ farm were often raised as pets. Several RSC actors and actresses lived in Tudor cottage and
became regular visitors and Peter Hall even had occasional rehearsals in the tithe barn.
Sir Richard eventually became Chairman of machine tool maker Alfred Herberts in Coventry and
subsequently an engineering consultancy company and finally the music company Boosey and Hawkes.
Lady Young was a JP and Governor of a special school for girls – not forgetting her role as Chairman of
the Parish Council. Sir Richard was very involved in the early development of the new Warwick University.
When in the early nineties Sir Richard and Lady Young decided to move to a smaller house there was
much sadness at leaving a much-loved house and the village. One strong Bearley connection remained
until Lady Young’s death earlier this year – John Inman continued as her gardener – for over 40 loyal
years.
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Memories of Lady Jean Young by Val Hobbs
I first met Lady Young and her family over 40 years ago. The Young Family lived in Bearley Manor and were
influential in all parts of Bearley life. The Manor was central to the village and Lady Young would often
allow the use of the medieval barn for village events giving people an opportunity to wander round the
garden and enjoy the wonderful views over the Manor Field. Her tennis court left a little to be desired but
was great fun and Jean would always be happy for people to play rather than let it go to waste. I certainly
took advantage of her hospitality. The surrounding barns were full hidden treasures and the swimming pool
looked very inviting and had obviously been tremendous in its day.

be a model for future development. After much discussion, ‘The Club’ was moved to its present site on land
adjacent to Countywide.

The Youngs moved to Bearley in the 1950s and on the many occasions that I had coffee with her in her
kitchen, she would recall her experiences in Argentina where she had spent a large portion of her life, her
time as a midwife and her early days in Bearley. My memory of Lady Young and the Manor is of a beautiful
family house full of tiny hidden rooms with books and family artefacts and an old-fashioned 1950s kitchen
were one could quietly chat over a cup of coffee and discuss world and local issues with the same degree of
interest. We would be invited for Christmas drinks in the wonderful drawing room and this really heralded
the start of Christmas.
She was always very interested in gardening and animals, and as local famers we were often involved with
their family sweepstake. This centred on how many lambs we would produce – whether we could get over
the 2000 mark and which of their 4 boys would win the sweepstake. Sir Richard and Lady Young, who were
always sticklers for facts and authenticity, would come up to the farm and inspect the sheep just to make
sure the numbers were right or pretty near.
As a fellow Parish Councillor I was very involved with Lady Young. In the early 1980s we discussed a possible
news sheet for the village rather than share The Link with Snitterfield. After much discussion in the old WI
Hut, it was agreed that I should write up news relating to the village, although Lady Young insisted that
no commercial organization would benefit and no advertising would be allowed. It would be a news sheet
produced by the Parish Council free to villagers. We discussed a possible name and, bearing in mind we had
all the masts on the airfield at the time, I suggested the name ‘Beacon’ which seemed to have a ring to it,
and hence the Bearley Beacon was born.
When Bearley Green was first developed and the relocation of the Village Hall was proposed, there was a
lot of anxiety with local residents. It was a time of great transition for the village and people were rightly
concerned what impact over 60 new houses and the loss of ‘The Club’ would have on the surrounding area.
The village was split as to how the development would take place but Lady Young steered us through a very
turbulent time. In order to soften the impact of the new houses, the Council, under Lady Young’s leadership,
recommended that the existing playing field be extended across the road forming a small green with
houses built further back and screened from the road. It was very good idea and the estate has proved to
10

Lady Young at Bearley Green

Both Lady and Sir Richard together with Derek Gray were very instrumental in overturning the proposed
BBC World Service transmission site at Bearley. If this project had gone ahead, the village would have been
dominated by 300ft masts and would have
devastated our local way of life. Personally we
were extremely relieved when this application
was overturned as it meant we could continue to
live and farm in Bearley without our sheep being
subject to electric shocks or continuous radio
transmissions.
The Parish Council at that time was very much
led by Lady Young so it was a tremendous shock
when we learnt that the Youngs were leaving the
village to go and live in the Cotswolds. It was a
great loss to the village and the local community,
but for Jean the move proved very successful as
she and Dick were very happy with their new life
in Broadway.

Lady Young – Christmas 1988
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Jean Young was a real lady who had the community very much at heart, a Parish Councillor, a Magistrate,
a midwife and a countrywoman whose life touched a lot of people. She will be well remembered by the
people in Bearley.
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VillageFlowerDisplays
Following the tradition started 11 years ago by Bearley Gardeners the village has been planted
with floral displays of summer bedding. These include beds beneath the road signs entering Bearley
from the A34 and Snitterfield, pots and troughs around the Village Hall, near St Mary’s Church and
along Snitterfield Road. Generously funded by Bearley Parish Council, this year’s display contains
Geraniums, Begonias, Petunias and French Marigolds. Dave Groom, Dave Hotten and Derek Bull
carried out the work on the 14th May and on completion wished to thank Graeme Davidson for his
hard work, dedication and flair for planting in previous years.

BearleyLunchClub
There has been a Lunch Club in the village
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all
our members and helpers who have made it
so much fun since then.
Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the
Village Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee,
ice-cream and soft drinks).You don’t have to
be a Senior Citizen to join us, so please come
along – don’t sit at home and be lonely.
Best wishes,

Gwen Smith

100Club
April 100 Club Winners:

May 100 Club Winners:

1st Trudi Hampson (No: 95)

1st Peter Wall (No:2)

2nd Heather Griffiths (No: 73)

2nd Jon & Amanda Bolger ( No:42)

3rd Derek Bull (No: 21)

3rd John Allies (No: 16)

Thank you for your continuing support.

Jo Wall
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Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road.
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon

Chairman & Treasurer FOBV
13

14

15

BearleyFlowerClub
We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall between 2 & 4pm

April Flower Club

Pot-et-Fleur

This is a planted bowl which consists of foliage plants with the addition of cut flowers.
It is made exactly the same as a planted bowl except that when the plants are placed into the container,
a smaller container with Oasis foam is placed within the container and fresh cut flowers of one type are
arranged within this smaller container. Colour is important and both should complement each other.

May Flower Club

Contemporary Limited Flower Arrangement

Consisting of one type of flower - Anthurium (Maxima Elegancia) with foliage of Hard Ruscus, variegated
Dracaena, Aspidistra and Fatsia leaves to form a base collar.

BearleyGardeners
April meeting
On Thursday 19th April Bearley Village Hall was transformed into the world of Rock and Alpine
Gardens by John Page who enchanted everyone by describing how the gardens had developed
over the last 250 years. Initially they tried to replicate mountain conditions from Snowdon or the
Lake District scree gardens. The earliest recorded alpine garden was created at the Chelsea Physic
Garden London in 1772 using the totally useless medium of water-worn volcanic lava. There were
approximately 10 alpines in cultivation at that time, including the Primula auricula, Hepatica
mobilise and Iberia sempervirens (from the Rock of Gibraltar).
Jane and John Loudons were very knowledgeable on the subject, with Jane creating a romantic
rock garden, which even had a slug moat! She made gardening for ladies popular. The rocks were
considered more important than the plants. At Hooke House, Lady Broughton had a rock fence,
which she built following her Grand Tour to Italy in 1835. It even included a reproduction of a
glacier and she knew that some plants needed rocky soil. By 1830 the Willow Gentian had been
introduced. Raised beds and pergolas were created by Sir Humphrey Repton and included a planted
version of Stonehenge at Alton Towers. Lamport Hall owned by Sir Charles Isham included German
garden gnomes. Sir Joseph Paxton incorporated cantilevered rocks at Chatsworth.
By the 1850s the Aubretia deltoidea had been discovered. Biddulph Grange near Stoke-on-Trent
was created by James Bateman using many individual large rocks. It was at this time that Edward
Cooke suggested that plants should be grown in crevices. At the Edinburgh Botanic Garden James
McNab created a rock garden which took account of how original plants grew in regard to light
and moisture requirements. In 1870 Erinus alpinus was used by William Robinson at Kew Garden.
Later a ravine garden and alpine meadow were created. Mrs Saunders introduced alpine troughs
in 1890s. Sir Frank Crisp from Friar Park had over 3000 plants and even a reproduction of the
Matterhorn, chamonix and chalets. By 1900 Francis Dodds was considered the high priest of rock
garden, when he created the Wild Garden at Scotney Castle. It was now considered important to lay
rocks as terraces and not as spikes. During the 1920s Sizergh Castle used Portland limestone for its
rock banks.

Jo Wall
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Hidcote Manor Garden has an Alpine Terrace

You are never too old to enjoy hula hooping, or so we were led to believe at
our April W.I. meeting when we were entertained by John Parnel “The Hoop
Guy”. John told us how he became involved with hula hoops, developed his
skills, appeared on “Britain’s Got Talent”, and now goes into schools, clubs
and W.I.s to promote hula hooping as a means of healthy exercise for all ages. Following a
demonstration members were encouraged to “have a go”,. The key to successful hoola hooping is the
size of the hoop and adopting the correct stance! A lot of fun was had by all with some members trying
to master the technique and others being entertained watching their attempts!

and a Rock Garden

Our W.I. members hula hooping (Not!)
Life in Roman Alcester is the talk for the June meeting when Alan Godfrey will present his slide show
tracing the history and development of the Roman town, explaining how the archaeology of the town
reveals so much about life in Roman Alcester.
July and September meetings are ‘Members Choice’ evenings when we shall be having a go at flower
arranging and tie dying a scarf.
Over the years the popularity of rock and alpine gardens has risen and waned, but today we can use
troughs, raised beds and crevices even in small gardens.
The Chairman Derek Bull thanked John Page and his wife Kate for presenting such a fascinating and
informative programme and there followed a question and answer session.
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Meetings are held at Bearley Village Hall on the second Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm – All ladies
are welcome.

Suzanne Hotten
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StMaryTheVirgin
The Anglican Church year is divided into two parts from Advent (the four weeks before Christmas
when we look forward to the birth of the Christ Child), Christmas Day, Epiphany, (6th January), the
Baptism of Jesus, and on February 2nd the presentation of Jesus in the Temple. This is then followed
by Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Then on 25th March we go back to
the beginning of the life of Jesus with the Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary. But
to continue with the life and death of Our Lord in May there is Ascension, Jesus ascending to heaven,
followed by Pentecost and his appearance to the Disciples. That in a nutshell is the life or our Lord.
The second half of the year, known as Ordinary Time, is when the church continues with all the normal
services and we learn more about the Christian faith and the Bible. This goes on till the service for
Christ the King, the Sunday before Advent, when Jesus Christ ascends to the throne in heaven. Simple
isn’t it. Come to church to find out more this remarkable life story.
Of course, there are plenty of things going on during this period. We shall have had the Readathon
and the Village Fete, more on these events in the next issue of the Beacon. We are holding our usual
Harvest Supper on Thursday, 20th September, so please keep this date open. The Harvest Festival
service will be on Sunday, 23rd September, always a lovely service especially for the family and young
people. Finally on Sunday 30th September there is to be a Special 9.30 Eucharist Service for all the
Churches in the Benefice, with refreshments. More information about these happenings nearer the time,
on the notices boards and in the Link.
By the by, there is lots of information in the Link about activities in the other churches in the Arden
Valley Benefice :- Snitterfield, Norton Lindsey, Langley and Wolverton (you do not have to be church
goers to join in the fun!) If you would like to receive a copy of the Link, or any other information about
the church, let me know. (harrisonsbearley@gmail.com or 01789731042).
Rector Richard is a great enthusiast for new ideas for the Church, so look out around the Benefice for:
Open the Book an exciting project that tells children the stories of the Bible: Messy Church sharing the
Good News through stories, play, songs games for children and parents: Café Church sharing coffee
and cake away from the church, in house maybe, for informal fellowship and worship: Men’s Breakfast
a great way to meet people, eat good food and share our faith, with a guest speaker. Of course if you
happen to have another idea for spreading The Faith let him know.
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Over the last year, we have been praying each month for a particular road in Bearley and it is very
much hoped you have read the card that was delivered to you and appreciated our thoughts and
intersessions with the Lord on your behalf. If you ask, He will walk with you, especially in times of
trouble – try it!! We are dropping the cards into your door again and praying for you again this year so
watch out for yours. Also on the card is Richard’s phone number. Do call him if you have need.
Sadly, I have to report that Lady Young, late of this village, died
recently. Our condolences go to her family and to all who knew
her and remember her.
I hope you all have a good, peaceful, summer holiday.
With Every Blessing

Jane Harrison
PS The bench put in the churchyard in memory of the Hughes
family in 2000 has become unsafe and is to be removed.

Many thanks to all of you in Bearley who gave so
generously during Christian Aid week in May, and
many thanks also to the nine collectors who together
delivered envelopes to every house in the village and
to those who helped to count the money.
The total collected was £779.68 which is 10% higher than last year.

Elizabeth Gorsuch - Christian Aid organiser for Bearley
Rector: Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475
Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042
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Date

Service

July:

BCP 0930 Holy Communion
Sun 1 July
CW 0930 Holy Communion
Sun 8 July
CW 0930 Holy Communion
Sun 15 July
MP 1030 Family Service
Sun 22 July
1830 Evensong
Sun 29 July
		

August:

Sun 5 August
Sun 12 August
Sun 19 August
Sun 26 August

BCP 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion
MP 1030 Family Service

Flower Rota
Refresh
Refresh
Mr Jill Lillie
Refresh
Refresh

Mr & Mrs Hayes
Mrs M Mitchell
Mr & Mrs Bull
Mrs Sara Jones & James

Mrs Vera Rose
Refresh
Refresh
Mrs Julia Hayes

Mrs N Parry
Mr & Mrs Whitecross
Mr & Mrs D Harrison
Mrs E Gould

Worship • MP – Morning Prayer
BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Common

Megan Lewis 1932-1918
Megan Williams was born in 1932 in
Dinas Mawddy Wales. The eldest of 4
children, she left home at a young age
to work in both London and Liverpool
before returning to Wales where she met
Dewi Lewis. Dewi was a local train driver
from Pwhelli and they married in 1961 in
Dolgellau.

Cleaning Rota

Mum was well known in the village and joined the local WI, taking a full part in many of their activities
including the Doomsday project back in 1986. She also enjoyed many of the annual WI conferences and
courses at Denham College near Oxford.
She and Dad were always making homemade wine and I remember having demijohns of different
varieties sitting in our bath at home bubbling away. Mum was also a great cook and baker and would
often be making cakes for various village events - mostly WI and bowling club teas.
They were great friends with several people in the village including Joan and Ross Hughes who lived
at the top of the village, Dee and Jim Woodfin who have all sadly passed away, and Maddie and Colin
Brown who became firm family friends although they moved away several years ago.
Mum attended the local Church, although not regularly, and I think she was a member of the church
choir at some point. She was also involved with the village school as a governor.
They celebrated their Golden wedding anniversary in 2011 whilst still living at Station House and mum
enjoyed the attention of being in the paper with dad: he was always teasing her and called her his
Welsh dragon.!
They moved from Station House the following year as the house and garden were becoming too much
for them although dad loved pottering. They moved to an apartment in Stratford which was perfect –
apart from not having a shed for dad. Dad’s health deteriorated, and he sadly passed away in 2014.
Unfortunately the following year after a spell in hospital mum fell and broke her hip from which she
didn’t really recover. She moved to Cedar Lawns residential home in 2015 where she sadly passed away
peacefully in April of this year.

Jane Vance

They moved from Wales to Station House
Bearley around 1952 not long after Dad,
who worked for British rail, got a transfer
to Tyesley near Birmingham. They lived
here for nearly all their married life and
raised two children – myself, Jane, and
my Brother, Huw.
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FriendsofBearleyVillage
Friends of Bearley Village
presented

A Grand Concert at Bearley Village Hall
Stour Concert Brass

On Saturday 14th April Bearley was treated to a magnificent evening of live music when Stour Concert
Brass, an offshoot of Shipston Town Band, gave a concert in the Village Hall. Over 80 people listened to
a programme of marches, show and film music, and memories from the Great War. They also joined in
a finale of the last night of the proms with singing and flag waving.
There were four excellent soloists playing the cornet, euphonium and flugelhorn. The star of the
evening was Luke Barker who played the cornet beautifully. He joined the band at the age of 7 and
developed through the junior section to become the principal Cornet of Stour Concert Brass at the
age of 10! He is now the principal Cornet of the Town Band. He is the principal Cornet of the National
Children’s Band of Great Britain and also plays Solo Cornet for the National Youth Brass Band of Great
Britain. He is still only 15!
Grace Coates who also played solo is 16 and also joined at 7. She has followed the same path through
the band as Luke and is assistant principal Cornet with both Stour Concert Brass and the Town Band.
She and Luke regularly compete at solo competitions and have won countless duet competitions playing
together.
During the evening a raffle was held and the ladies served up enticing cheese platters and cakes at the
interval. Just over £500 was raised to help finance the Friends of Bearley Village Summer Fayre and
Fete and other worthy projects.
This is the 9th or 10th time the band has come to Bearley - they love coming! Let’s hope it will not be
long before they come again.
Before ending this report, a big Thank You to Gwen for selling nearly 40 tickets and to all of you who
supported our event.

Roy Bacon (Written on behalf of Friends of Bearley Village)
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Stour Concert Brass in the Village

Hall

Chairman’s Report at Annual General Meeting – Monday 21st May, 2018
The Friends of Bearley Village (FOBV) have had another successful year with both the Winter Fayre in
2016 and the Summer Fayre and Fete in 2017. The Summer Fayre had the addition of the BBQ funded
by Bearley Parish Council which proved to be very popular and Friends of Bearley Village have donated
it to Bearley Village Hall Trust to enable Bearley Residents to hire. The Christmas Fayre 2017 was also
a success and raised £196.38p from the proceeds of the Raffle and in addition to the agreed £1,000
towards the Bearley Pedestrian Refuge, a further £20 was also donated by a local person outside of
Bearley, Total now £1,216.38p (Restricted Funds).
Donations made last year 2017 were to Bearley Village Hall Trust for 7 New Tables and also the
Hearing Loop and also a donation to the Santa Run (Jo Wish) to fund their Public Liability and sweets
for the children.
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The 100 Club continues and has at present 93 numbers sold, which is a substantial part of our income
and we would like to say a very big thank you all our members.
In April 2018 FOBV presented the Shipston Town Band Concert, it was such a huge success and so
many people have sent emails to say how much they enjoyed it and also the individual cheese platters
prepared by the FOBV Trustees.
Friends of Bearley Village Constitution states the Purposes of the Charity are:
• To promote community activities within Bearley Village
• To hold events to raise money for community projects within Bearley Village.
• To run a 100/200 club and those joining will become members of the Friends of Bearley Village.
In my conclusion I would like to take this opportunity to say a BIG thank you to all my fellow Trustees
and Volunteers past and present for all their help and support over the past year without them FOBV
could not continue.
Thank you to all the Residents of Bearley Village for supporting all of our Events that we hold and
FOBV look forward to continuing to support Bearley Village Projects.
Kind regards

Jo Wall

NatureNotes
I was wondering what to feature this month when I suddenly realised that I had been very remiss in that I
had not even mentioned the ROBIN, which was voted our National Bird about 2 years ago. I was delighted
when it was chosen and have been more than happy since. It does not sing a memorable song but it can
be seen most days in your garden particularly in Winter if you leave out a few seeds; in Summer it will eat
all sorts of insects plus worms if it sees you digging the vegetable patch. During our very bad last Winter it
was my most regular visitor by a long way while most other birds have been conspicuous by their absence.
Most days I have seen two or three Robins in the garden – many experts say that you will never see more
than one robin in your garden because they defend their territory. I do not agree!
Each year I put out 2 nesting boxes which
should suit the Robin but they are never used.
The Robin hides his nest very carefully and
the first we see of his family is when they
are brought out to start feeding themselves.
I am always amazed because the fledglings
are usually as big as their parents and still
demand that Dad & Mom should provide
them with food, as you will see from the
photograph.

Chairman & Treasurer Friends of Bearley Village Mar 2017 – May 2018

TRUSTEES MEETING (following AGM) Monday 21st May, 2018
The Election of Officers:
Chairman Jo Wall
Treasurer Jo Wall
Secretary Jo Wall & Gill Groom

Trustee Gwen Smith
Trustee Peter Wall
Trustee Julie Webb

It was agreed that the following Funding Projects would be
1. A Commercial Dishwasher for Bearley Village Hall
2. An Additional Village Notice Board (Subject to WCC Approval)
The Accounts for 2016 – August 31st 2017 are available on request from the Treasurer:
Jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com
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Brian Young

Some of our readers may be wondering why my
notes refer to nature when I usually talk about
birds. It is true that birds are my main interest
but I will try in future to widen my coverage.
With the birds I try to feature them when they
will be seen around Bearley shortly after you
have read the Beacon – watch out for fledgling
robins! For the next few issues I will try to
feature butterflies when they should be in your
gardens. The first one is a Small Tortoiseshell –
it is a little smaller than some of the more wellknown ones but, in my opinion, just as pretty.
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BearleyOpenGardens National Garden Scheme
We do hope that many of you will be able to visit the 6 Bearley gardens to be open on Sunday 5
August. We will be most grateful of any offers of help with serving of the teas in the church, and
providing cakes, plants and flowers etc. Plants from cuttings should be potted up well in advance of
the day - those that are in flower at the time of sale always seem to do the best! For more information
(and for spare flower pots of all shapes & sizes) please contact Sue Adcock on 01789 731520 or email
sue@sueadcockdesigns.com or jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com
The gardens are: Apple Tree Cottage, Trade Winds and Broadyard in Church Lane; 15 Cherry Lane;
Woodlands Barn and Woodlands House in Snitterfield Road at the top of the village. There will be
yellow signs outside each garden. Parking in the field at the top of the village opposite Airfield Farm
will be signposted. Tea and cakes will be available at Woodlands House.

Vegetables at Woodlands Barn’
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TheMonarch’sWay
We’re fortunate to have one of the country’s foremost long-distance footpaths running through the
parish. The Monarch’s Way covers the 615-mile escape route taken by King Charles II in September
1651 following his defeat by Parliamentary forces at the Battle of Worcester. It runs from Worcester, via
Stratford and Cirencester to Bristol, and then on through Dorset and Wiltshire to Brighton, from near
where Charles found passage on a boat to France and safety.

With a reward of £1,000 offered for the capture of the King – an enormous sum at the time – and
cavalry patrols specifically tasked with finding him, the odds were very much against Charles reaching
safety. If he and anyone helping him had been caught they would have been executed for treason,
so the stakes were high. For the section of his journey through to Snitterfield and beyond to Long
Marston, the king accompanied the sister of Colonel John Lane, an officer in the Royalist Army since
1642. Jane Lane had secured a travel pass to visit a relative near Bristol and Charles was disguised in
a sober grey suit as her trusted manservant, with the alias of William Jackson. As was customary for
a manservant at the time, the king rode at the front of a double saddle shared with Jane Lane. With
them were Withy Petre (Jane Lane’s sister), her husband John Petre, and Henry Lascelles, another
Royalist officer.
This article appeared in the Spring edition of the Snipe, Snitterfield’s village magazine and is
reproduced by kind permission of the editors, Andy and Sally Hopkinson. The Monarch’s Way does not
actually pass through the village of Bearley but runs from Snitterfield, behind the Golf Club, through
the fields, across the railway line, into Langley and on to Wootton Wawen. It is easily accessible from
the bridleway off Snitterfield Road at the eastern and of our village.

Look out for the yellow waymark signs which feature a picture of the ship Surprise which carried the
King to France, above the Prince of Wales three-point feathered crown, superimposed on a Royal
Oak tree in black. The oak tree signifies one of the most dramatic and well-known episodes in his
escape where he hid from troops in an oak at Boscobel House in Shropshire (which was to lead to The
Royal Oak becoming the country’s most popular pub name). But this was only one of many dramatic
episodes on the 21-year-old monarch-to-be’s six weeks on the run.
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‘King Charles II and Jane Lane riding to Bristol’ by Isaac Fuller. c1660
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Near to Snitterfield, the party ran into one of the Parliamentary cavalry patrols. John and Withy Petre
went ahead of the party and the King, Jane and Henry Lascelles with great coolness rode through
the troops, who didn’t challenge them. King’s Lane in Snitterfield supposedly owes its name to this
tradition. They continued through Stratford, and on to Long Marston, where they spent the night of 10
September at the house of John Tomes, another relation of Jane’s.
It wasn’t until the spring of 1660 that Charles returned to England. A fellow passenger on that voyage
was the renowned diarist Samuel Pepys – and so the king’s exploits came to be written down and his
story enter the realms of folklore. Much may have been romanticised in the retelling but, whatever the
truth of it, there can be little doubt that Charles rode through Snitterfield, and today we have access to
a fabulous footpath as the legacy.
Read more in To Catch a King: Charles II’s Great Escape by Charles Spencer, William Collins, ISBN
978-0-00-815363-2

Map of the route taken by King Charles II. No.14 is Wootton Wawen and no15 is Stratford-upon-Avon
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Proposed development of seven affordable
homes for local people in Bearley

The proposed site, here shown in green, includes the ‘Playground’ and garages to its south.

A public consultation was held as a drop-in event at Bearley Village Hall from 3pm to 7pm on Thursday
5th April 2018 by the Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC) and Warwickshire Rural Housing
Association (WRHA) concerning the proposed development of seven affordable homes for rent from a
housing association. ‘Affordable housing’ is defined as homes available from a housing association either
to rent at a low (subsidised) rent or available on a shared ownership basis.
Approximately 57 people attended the event, which was supported by Bearley Parish Council, WRHA and WRCC
subsequent to the Housing Needs Survey conducted in May/June 2017 based upon established local need.
The event gave Bearley residents the opportunity to look at the proposed site layout and elevations and
talk to the WRHA and WRCC representatives about the detailed design and construction of the proposed
property types and sizes comprising:

•
•
•
•

2 x 1 bed flat (Plots 2 and 3);
2 x 2 bed house (Plots 4 and 5);
2 x 2 bed bungalow Plots 6 and 7); and
1 x 3 bed house (Plot 1).

WRCC and WRHA are recording all the comments received from residents and taking into account
the comments will submit a report to the Parish Council for consideration. As a “local needs” scheme
the proposed development would be subject to a planning obligation, referred to as a ‘Section 106
Agreement’, which would limit occupation of the homes to people with a defined local connection and
restrict development to identified home type, size and tenure.

The Parish Council supports the proposals subject to satisfactory addressing of registered
concerns of residents. Residents are invited to register concerns with the Parish Clerk. A
meeting is currently being arranged with the WRHA/WRCC to move the project forward.

Dr Arslan Erinmez
Chairman, Bearley Parish Council
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Community Speedwatch

RubbishFriends

Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a national initiative where active members of local communities join
with the support of the Police to monitor speeds of vehicles using speed detection devices.
Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce
their speeds. In cases where education is blatantly ignored and evidence of repeat or excessive offences
is collated (even across county borders), enforcement and prosecution follow.
CSW Online is working on behalf of the Police and communities to organise and coordinate CSW
activity. Speeding is not just a local phenomenon - neither is Speedwatch.
Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities in both rural and urban environments.
Therefore, Community Speedwatch is not restricted to villages and rural towns. Neighbourhood
Policing Panels have an important role to play in developing safer urban communities and the
adoption of Speedwatch schemes could assist them to more easily achieve their goals.
Volunteers receive appropriate training, and are supported by neighbourhood policing team (NPT)
staff. The scheme aims to cater for the problem of real or perceived speed related offending, and
through partnership with the community it is to be used in circumstances that are necessary, justifiable
and proportionate in order to:

•
•
•
•

Reduce death and injury on the roads
Improve the quality of life for local communities
Reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit
Increase public awareness of inappropriate speed

Speedwatch activity is not about interfering with neighbours’ behaviour; it is a proactive solution to
improve the safety and quality of life for everyone in the community.
If you would like to take part in this to monitor speeds of vehicles passing through Bearley please
contact the Parish Clerk, Nicola Everall on 01926 485066 or bearleypc@outlook.com
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The next Rubbish Friends (Bearley) litter pick will be on Saturday, 6th October between
2pm and 4pm, when the grass has died back.
We will meet on Bearley Green by Old Snitterfield Road. All equipment will be provided. It’s a great
community event and everyone is welcome: friends, family, neighbours...
Please let us know whether you will be joining in the fun by emailing David Hotten on d.hotten@
btinternet.com or phoning him on 07588 346346. This is so that we can gauge the amount of
equipment that will be required.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Becky Reynolds
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BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function? It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall,
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities.
The normal charges are:

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
(Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)

MEETING ROOM
(Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room)

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL
(when available)

£15.00 per hour*
£6.00 per hour
£25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.
To book the Bar
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully
stocked on a sale or return basis and has
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall,
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road,
Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile: 07935 343227
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected
alternates each week as shown below:

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin)
Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2018
July 3, 24
October 16

August 14
November 6, 27

September 4, 25
December 18

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
A message from Debbie Bennett:
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or
infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books
in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving
the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk
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TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101.
41
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999

EmergencyPlanningNumbers
Fire - Rescue (Station Commander)
Jim Beston
Fire Safety (Station Officer)
Tom Finch
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor
Robert Jones
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer
Tim Woodward
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road		
Stratford District Council		
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)
0345 8 500 500
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)		
Divisional
Meroqu Henson

01789 293271
01926 410800
01926 423231
01564 792223
01789 266841
01789 267575
01789 404400
01926 415000
01789 840486

UsefulNumbers
Dog Warden
Chiltern Railways
Central Trains
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65
Wheelchair loan, (short term)
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline
Benefits, services, support groups, etc.
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s.

01789 260839
08705 165 165
0121 654 1200
01789 293722
01789 262886
01926 412929
01926 493207
01926 336612
01789 414111

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers
Non Emergency Calls to Police
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers
Emergency Ambulance
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies
National Floodline
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents
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101
111
01789 264491
01789 262886
112
105
0800 111 999
0800 783 4444
0345 988 1188
0800 807060
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SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome.
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