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Foreword
Bearley Palish Council has been pleased to initiate this Village Appraisal, and
sincere thanks are due to the many people who have worked so hard to produce it
and to all those who responded to the questionnaire.
It was always intended that the Appraisal should be "by the village for the village",
and it attempts to reflect accurately the hopes, needs and concems expressed by
the people of Bearley. It now becomes a working document for the future. In most
cases it will be for the Palish Council, in conjunction with Stratford District Council
and Warwickshire County Council, to investigate the issues raised. This will take
time, and some of them will simply not be feasible, but there is a determination to
succeed wherever possible. Equally, a number of proposals for local activities will
depend on people being prepared to take the initiative in organising them; several
people indicated their willingness to do .so in the questionnaire - now is the time to
roll up your sleeves!
Overall the aim must be to preserve and maintain Bearley as a pleasant place to
live for all of us. Enjoy reading your Appraisal!

Bearley Parish Council

Copyright - BearZeyParish Council
Printed by Warwick Printing Co. Ltd
September 2001

Introduction
~E

and Appraisal Process

Village Appraisal Committee set out to fulfil the objectives set out in Stratford
Council's booklet "Guidelines for Parish/Village Appraisals" as follows:

.1. District

"Itis intended that appraisals will playa key role in theformation of strategicpo~icyacross
aUthe District Council's services.
''TraditionaUyparish Appraisals have performed threeJunctions:
* An HistoricalRecord
* An up-to-date 'check List' of the ptnisical. and natural. environment (buildings,
landscape, wildlife, footpaths, etc.) and the human environment (population,
services, shops, schools, housing, employment, etc.)
* A plan for the future - to identify the future needs of the parish
"Appraisals can provide informationwhich is relevant to aUthe services provided by the
District Council and other authorities such as the County Council. The District Council
will work closely with the County Council and other agencies
to
ensure that a co-ordinated.response to the issues raised by appraisals is achieved.
"Itisfor your c01TlJTlLlJ1ity
todecide your own objectivesfor your own appraisal It is essential.
that the findings are turned into positive action.
Your appraisal should.
include clear conclusions and recommendations for action which relate back to the
objectives which you identified at the beginning of the process."

This Appraisal has been produced by Bearley residents with the full support of Bearley
Parish Council and Stratford-upon-Avon District Council.
In order to get full benefit for the village from this process, it was essential that all
members of the community were offered the opportunity to express their opinions and
concerns. Ten committee members met once a week for many weeks to ensure that the
questionnaire would provide this opportunity without intruding into personal lives. The
members of the Appraisal Committee were drawn from all areas of the village, from the
new houses up on Bearley Green, the old Conservation Area, Grange Road and down by
the station, and was representative of newcomers to the village and those who have lived
here for many years or, indeed, all their lives. They included people who work within and
outside the village, home-makers, retired people and parents of young children.
Over 302 questionnaires were distributed; one to every household in the village for
completion by residents over the age of 16, and a separate questionnaire to younger
people between the ages of 11 and 16. To incorporate everyone's impressions, the very
young were encouraged to provide their ideas of how it feels to live in Bearley in picture
form and a prize was awarded to the winners of two age groups. These were announced
at the public meeting which followed the analysis of the questionnaire results. The
committee made every effort to collect as many completed questionnaires as possible,
returning more than once to collect when they considered it appropriate. Another separate
questionnaire was distributed to all businesses within the village's boundaries.
The public meeting attracted a vociferous audience of around 40 village residents,
including a number of the youngsters. The main statistics from the questionnaire were
demonstrated and discussed and from this meeting the problems of speeding traffic once
again came out as the most significant issue for many people. A number of additional
traffic calming suggestions were made at the meeting and these are included in the table
on page 9.
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The rate of response from adult residents was 148 completed questionnaires, which is
48% of those distributed. This represents 367 Bearley residents, and was a very positive
and encouraging response from which it is possible to draw a number of significant
conclusions. Eight of the businesses returned their questionnaires. Software supplied by
sponsors Cheltenham & Gloucester was used to prepare and analyse the questionnaires,
and a number of common concems became very obvious when the results were collated.
Many people also felt strongly enough to write additional comments on the forms, some of
which were very pertinent and insightful, and a number of these individual comments
have been included within this document. These concems will be dealt with in more
detail later in the document, but a summary of the village's point of view as a whole
demonstrates these concerns in particular: Safety (traffic speeds through the village,
street lighting around the area,
Neighbourhood Watch and the presence and
availability of police support); the Environment (availability of recycling facilities, noise
and traffic pollution, maintenance of hedges and ditches within the area, poor local public
transport); Extra Facilities: (additional/improved public transport - buses and trains.
Additional leisure facilities and support for the village shop were other significant issues).

This Appraisal includes an Action Plan (page 58) and the document has been presented to
the District Council.

Bearley's new Millennium Village Hall - a symbol of what the community of Bearley can
achieve for itself.
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Who lives in Bearley?
THE 148 households who responded represent 367 individual residents of Bearley, which
includes 62 youngsters aged under 18. There are currently just over 600 adults living in
Bearley.
Of those who responded, the over-60s number 112 people, with 82 aged between 45 and
59. There are 89 people aged between 25 and 44. Therefore the village clearly needs to
address the needs and wishes of an elderly (and aging) population across a broad band of
requirements from transport and amenities to social and entertainment needs, as well
as care and health issues.
Point for Action Plan: Assess and address the social and care needs of the village's
significant population of pensioners.

75+

Population of 8earley by age

146 people responded to the question relating to future housing requirements, with very
few currently needing alternative accommodation (only 5), but of those who wished to
move but were unable to, price (15 households) and lack of local authority/social
housing (15 households) were the most significant barriers.
Point for Action Plan: More social/rented
social balance within Bearley.

housing needed for villagers to maintain the

While a quarter of respondents were new to the village, over two-thirds had lived here for
more than 6 years. It is clear that Bearley is a popular place to live, with most people (84)
citing availability of housing, work in tile area (63 people) and love of village life (56 people)
as the main reasons for moving here. Geographically, Bearley is well situated for
motorway access and links to major local employment centres such as Leamington Spa,
Coventry, Sohhull and Birmingham. Car ownership is therefore very important given the
current state of public transport (see below), The popularity of Bearley as a pleasant
village with good accessibility for car owners is reflected in relatively high property prices
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which is takes us back to the first issue relating to the lack of affordable housing for firsttime buyers and low wage-earners.
Nearly half of respondents (120 in all) said that the environment was the most important
aspect of Bearley for them, with its location being the second most important aspect (97
people). When comparing life in Bearley today with life 10 years ago, over 200 people felt
it was about the same or had no opinion, reflecting the fact that there has been little
change in the village's structure in recent years. However over 50 respondents felt that
the quality of life in Bearley had deteriorated, but 44 others felt that it had improved.
Point for Action Plan: It is not only Bearley's current residents who appreciate its
location.
If the environment
is also so important,
any future building
developments
in the village must be considered
very carefully.
A Village
Design Statement would address these issues.

Transport
OF the 189 people who responded to the question "Do you experience transport
difficulties?' over 150 said that they often or occasionally did have problems. Several
people specifically mentioned the difficulties of crossing the main A3400 to and from the
bus stop and station. Significantly, 9 of the 33 school-age children are Unable to take part
in after-school activities because of the lack of transport home.
Point for Action Plan: Establish alternatives and costs to make A3400 crossing safer.
Nearly 300 replied to the question relating to which mode of transport they used, of whom
246 were car users and 145 use public transport (bus, train, coach). Very few people use
public transport on a daily basis Oust 20 people), most of those using buses and trains
doing so on a weekly (38) or monthly (41) basis.
The main problem for bus users (and some of the 164 people who never use public
transport) is reliability (105 people complaining about this) while they consider many
other areas in need of improvement - routes, timetable, cost, bus stop location and disabled
access all being highlighted by nearly 70 respondents.
Point for Action Plan: Ensure availability of bus timetables (Warwickshire Traveline
(01926 414140). Identify specific problems and requirements and liaise with bus
companies.

The main problem for train users (132 responded to this question) is the timetable (79)
and routes (58) - presumably relating to the relatively few trains which pass through
Bearley. Again, as with the buses, disabled access was an area for improvement for 37
respondents. Easy access for the disabled is, of course, also easy access for parents with
young children. Forty respondents felt that cost is an issue and nearly 50 had problems
with the reliability of the Central Railways train services. The accessibility and efficiency
of Chiltern Railways' newly-opened Warwick Parkway station has almost certainly increased
rail use among villagers but ironically has made Bearley's station an even less attractive
option.
Point for Action Plan: Ensure availability
of timetables.
Identify specific
problems and requirements and liaise with Central Trains (0121654 1200) and Thames
Trains (0118 908 3678).
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Car owners mostly park their cars off the road or in a garage at home. Just 14 people use
the separate garage blocks, and 32 say they park on the road, although a walk down
Grange Road during evenings and weekends would suggest rather more than this.
Parking problems are generally not an issue for most of the village, although 57 said that
they had problems with cars blocking the road - mostly in the Grange Road area. 160
respondents said that street parking is a safety risk. The houses in the Grange Road
area were built without garages, at a time when car ownership was less widespread;
although there are separate garages available for rent. these are not popular among local
residents. This problem has been investigated on a number of occasions, but no workable
solution has yet been found, owing to the mix of privately-ownedand Housing Association
properties making it impossible to impose a universal solution such as turning all the
front gardens into driveways.
It is also considered that large emergency vehicles would find difficultyin gaining access
due to the parked cars, particularly in the evening or at night. Lack of access for a fire
engine resulted in tragedy just a few years ago; there has been no improvement in access
since then.
Point for Action Plan: The Parish Council to keep the situation
keeping in mind availability of any new grants or new legislation.

under

review

Bearley's Roads
THIS section generated the largest and most emotional response throughout the
questionnaire, with over half of all the respondents making additional comments. 186
people consider that there are major danger-spots on the roads in Bearley, with all of
them saying that they would support action to improve road safety. Probably the strongest
message from villagers concerned traffic speeding through Bearley. No less than 224
people perceive this as a problem, with only 24 taking the opposite view.
"Cars speeding up Sniiteifield Road - far too fast!
stops - with small children especially dangerous."

Main road - crossing from bus

"GUding and golf dubs and opening the M40 motonvay has increased traffic
through Bearieu."
"Opposite top playing field due to cars coming up the hill toofast Junction with
main Birmingham Road - children crossing from bus stop on opposite side on dark
nights from school,.

A number of traffic calming measures were suggested. and these are summarised on
page 9, together with additional measures that were suggested at the public meeting
held to discuss the results of the questionnaire. The problem is not new of course, but
the findings of the survey provide substantial evidence of the very real concern felt in
Bearley, such that fresh approaches should be made to the appropriate local authorities
armed with this latest information. Also, traffic volume should be considered. It is
believed that much car and lorry traffic passes through Bearley and Snitterfield as a
short -cut between the A3400 and the A46.
Point for Action Plan: Investigate
option.

means of making this short-cut

an unattractive

Bend by the Church: This was by far viewedas the most dangerous part of the village. Of
the 107 individual comments on the village's danger-spots, 32 related to the danger of
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speeding traffic round this bend, with another
danger of the School Lane junction.

15 comments

relating

specifically to the

"Main.road by the church - danqetous to cross because oj bend and to turn in and
out of"
"Bend near Church - cars over white line, tooJast down Snitteifleld Road."
''Thejunction of School road to Snitterjield Road opposite church - cars fly round
the bend toofast even though there are SWW markings on the road. Dangerous
whether driving or a pedestrian crossing over."
'The bend on the Sniiierfieid. road opposite Bearleu church; cars from Snitterji.eld
come down the road past the church at 50-60 mph. Also certain Church Lane traific
proceeds at excessive speeds."
Main Snitter:6.eld Road: Directly related to the excessive speed of traffic coming round
the bend by the church, is the general speed of traffic through the village which generated
another 30 separate comments.
"Snitterji.eldRoad - bend at Snitterji.eld Bushes gOing out towards Snittetfield slow sign needed. Speed limit of 40 mph in village too high - 20 mph with
sleeping policemen and traific calming markers required, and possibly crossing Jar
old and young."
"Mainroad through village - 40mph speed limit often exceeded. I am certain that
golf course location has added to numbers oj speeding drivers."
"The whole of Snitterji.eld Road. The speed limit should be lowered, more spot
checks needed on speeders."
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J\Ulction of Snitterfield Road and A3400: This is seen as a danger spot both for traffic
and pedestrians and there have been fatalities here. Indeed, the number of cars and
people involved in separate accidents recently has led to extra signs being erected on the
main road either side of the railway bridge. In addition, respondents suggested a traffic
island in the centre of the A3400 to slow through-traffic and to provide a refuge for
pedestrians.

"On the main Birmingham Road Ifind this very d!fficult to cross Jar public
transport:with two yOW1gchildren."
"On the main A3400 where the bus stop is -Jar dropping offfor Bew-ley. People
have to cross the main road to come back to the village, there is also a slight bend
there too - it'sjust a matter oj time before a fatality occurs."
"Entering and leaving the village on the east approach, restriction signs woenot
dearly visible and are disregarded. Excessive speed has caused several
accidents some Qf which could have been fataL Traffic calming methods
urgently required."
"Opposite top playing field due to cars coming up the hill toofast. Junction with
main Birmingham Road - children crossing from bus stop on opposite side on dark
nights from school."
Gran2e Road: Bizarrely the traffic problems in Grange Road fall into two categories speeding traffic and lack of accessibility. While 8 people mentioned parked cars impeding
through traffic, another 11 mention speeding.
Perhaps the statement "Grange Road after tpm is too congested" explains this - at
certain times of day Grange Road is a tempting bit of straight road, while at others it
becomes dangerously congested: "Can't speed down Grange Road - too many cars parked in
stupid places." In either case, cars are a Significant problem for residents, and as stated
above this poses a very real safety risk if emergency vehicles are unable to get through.

Parked cars in Grange Road could delay emergency vehicles
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Junction of Oak Tree Close and Grange Road by the shop: TIlls is seen as dangerous for
several reasons - speeding traffic again, cars parked for the shop, children playing and
the school bus, and drivers not giving way when appropriate.
"Children playing on and beside the roads on Oaktree Close, Grange Road and
near the shop. Ask parents to be responsible and use the playgrounds (both are
always empty}."
'The worst dnnger spots are where the junctions (staggered at Grange Road and
Oak Tree Close)join by Post 01fice. Motorists merging from Grange Road
towards main road seem to think it is their right oJ way."

Possible Solutions
These are best summarised in the table opposite. The Parish Council has previously been
advised that Bearley is unlikely to qualify for a 30mph speed limit throughout the village
for a number of reasons - one of which is that there have been insufficient deaths and
serious injuries to merit lowering the current limit. Snitterfield's 30mph limit is largely
due to the presence of the primary school and one fatality. However, with recent
Government moves to reduce rural speed limits generally to 20mph, perhaps it may be
worth fighting for a reduction in future.
"A crossing with lights on A3400. Three people have died on this road, and that's
three too many."
"Chicane or roundabout on Snitterjield Road. Tra1ficcalming at village limits on
Snitterjield Road."
"Some sort oj rejlective mirror opposite junction [Snit Road/Old Snit. Road] to see
oncoming iTaJfic. 30 mph instead oj 40 mph:"
"Try to get cars to park off-road in Grange Road. Myself I have had a Jew near
misses with children running out - I do take care."
':As traJficcalming measures would be too costly, perhaps we could approach the

chieJ o1ficeroj police at Stratford with a view to random speed checks along the
main thorouglifare between Snitterjield and the Birmingham road."
'Tra1fic lights or an island could be installed by bus stops to slow down tra1fic.
Maybe some sleeping policemen could be strategically placed on Snitterjield Road
to slow down traJfic. By Post OJfice,driver awareness oj right oj way and small
children playing sign."
"Renewal oj road warning sign opposite Ash Lane - paint almost worn away. More
definitive warning oj blind junction. eastbound before the bend. Effective
enJorcement oj 40mph limit - not with stupid humps!!"
According to court reports in the Stratford Herald recently, where police speed checks
were held over just one day in a south-Warwickshire village last year, nearly half (20+) of
all those prosecuted for speeding actually lived in that village. Bearley is unlikely to be
any different.

See opposite for table of traffic calming suggestions.
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1 Traffic calming

suggestions

from questionnaire

LONer speed limts

Hurrps

Mirrors & signs

Trctfic caning

Crossings,footbridgesetc

Detectors & checks

Lighting

Road makings

Chicaleirooo naToMng

LotXlycomciis/poice

Rumblestrips

o

5

10

15

20

25

I IiNurrtJerof resp~

2 Traffic calming suggestions from public meeting
a) Traffic calming on the bend by the church is needed e.g. double Vvhitelines
b) More speed limit signs for Vvhatever speed limit is decided upon.
c) A46 junction to Snitterfield to be made "No Right Turn" to dissuade through traffic
d) Golf Club to be urged to encourage members to drive wthin current speed limits to and from the dub,
and to exercise caution Vvhenturning out of the gatevvay.
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Point for Action Plan: Bearley's residents to take direct responsibility for their own
actions and drive at/below current speed limit. Parish Council to continue to monitor
other village's schemes, grant aid for implementation, and local/national government
guidelines.
The experience in Snitterfleld is that the £16,000 scheme involving road humps, rumble
strip and road narrowing has not solved their speeding problem. Vehicles regularly cross
the humps at 40-50mph and overtake in between them. They have had no effect at all on
the drivers of four-wheel-drive vehicles and other larger cars who are inclined to overtake
those vehicles which have slowed down for the humps. This has resulted in several nearmisses, in particular outside the school. The road humps are hard to see when the road
is wet and the road narrowing at the top of the village has created a dangerous blind spot.
The red rumble strips on the Bearley approach have had no effect whatsoever on the
speed of traffic coming into the village. It is considered that the scheme is far from
satisfactory, and in order to be effective,the road humps would need to be much steeper
and much closer together in order to compel those drivers of vehicles with good suspension
to slow down and to prevent drivers speeding up in between the humps.

Pedestrians

in Bearley

OVER 300 responded to this section, with just over half considering that facilities for
pedestrians are reasonable, and nearly a quarter who say that facilities are poor. Only 16
people felt that they were good. Over 120 respondents said that the pavements are poor
for people with disabilities, push chairs or wheelchairs. In this case, only 6 people said
that the pavements are good. There are very few dips in kerbs at crossing points such as
Church Lane and Ash Lane or from Bearley Green to the post-box, and negotiating kerbs
with an eye on speeding traffic can be a hazardous business. Uneven pavements are
raised at Parish Council meetings and are generally dealt with satisfactorily in time.
Point for Action Plan: Identify specific problem locations at Appraisal launch.

Education
OF the 60 people who felt that Bearley needed educational facilities, just over half were
interested in adult education. A further 36 would welcome after-school clubs and a
holiday play-scheme. This again relates to the lack of public transport for children to
travel elsewhere. The needs of the 13 who said that a nursery was needed are currently
being met with the First Choice nursery run daily at the new Village Hall.
Warwickshire College and other organisations have been in touch with the Parish Council
regarding running courses locally, and here again the new Village Hall is being seen as
an excellent facility.
Point for Action Plan: Identify adult education needs. Promote the new Village Hall
outside the village in order to attract activities for all ages.

Health, Welfare and Services
A SMALLbut worrying number of people (around a dozen out of 325) said that they often
had difficulty in getting to a hospital, doctor or chemist. 36 people occasionally had
problems in reaching a hospital and 31 in reaching a doctor. Over 20 people sometimes
10

have difficulty in reaching a chemist, optician or dentist. Once again, this must come
down to a lack of public transport. It is possible to arrange for a volunteer driver for a lift
to Warwick Hospital (01789 298115) but when it is only a few hours before a hospital
appointment that a driver is found, the uncertainty causes more stress and anxiety. The
chemist in Henley-in-Arden can arrange for prescription medicines to be delivered on
request (01564 792645).
Of those who had used medical services (doctor, district nurse, health visitor, ambulance,
maternity care, chiropody, loan equipment, counselling, and physiotherapy), almost
everyone rated the service they had received as "good", with just a few rating it
"reasonable". Only 8 said that their doctor was poor, and 5 said that the district nurse
service was poor.
Over 160 people said that there is a need for a "good neighbour" scheme in Bearley, with
most prepared to help occasionally (110 volunteers) and a reassuring 76 prepared to help
weekly. Several people wrote in here that they were happy to help as and when needed
rather than on a regular basis, and it seems that a common-sense approach prevails
generally.
Point for Action Plan: Refer to public transport section.
Establish formal Good
Neighbour Scheme (list of contacts and help they are able to offer).
The fire service is generally seen as good by over 56 of the 95 people who expressed an
opinion, and as reasonable by 30 people; and the ambulance service is seen as good by 60
people and as reasonable by nearly 27.
However, III people feel that the police service in particular is poor and 107 say it is
reasonable. Only 13 said that it is good. As mentioned above, the hospital transport
service was felt to be poor by 19 people, although 15 people said that it was good and 16
people said that it was reasonable.
While Bearley is not a crime-free village, the lack of police presence does reflect the
relatively low crime rate.
There does seem to have been a disturbing lack of
communication within the police structure, in that at a recent (Nov2000) Neighbourhood
Watch meeting, the community policeman was unaware of some matters which had been
reported to the police. Over 60% of respondents feel that Bearley should have a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme and the current committee is aiming for higher visibility.
The relatively low response to this section presumably relates to the (thankfully) low
numbers of people with direct experience of these services. The appraisal questions were
originally designed to cover appraisals in all areas of the UK. The committee has decided
to ignore the two respondents who stated that the local coastguard service is poor!
Point for Action Plan: Reinforce
awareness
of village's
newly reformed
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. Work closely with local police on valid areas for
improvement.

Bearley's Facilities
NEARLYeveryone replied to the question relating to village services (325 in all). At the
time of the questionnaire the village shop (Happy Shopper) was still operating fully. 91
people said that they use the shop daily, 79 weekly and 60 people use it less frequently.
Just 29 said that they never use the shop. The Post Officeis used by 18 people on a daily

11

basis, and by 83 weekly. 85 people use the Post Office occasionally, while 61 said that
they never use the Post Office. For those who work full-time, or for part-timers returning
home at lunch-time the village shop and Post Officehours would of course not be convenient.
Of nearly 200 people who gave their reasons for using the shop, most (119) said that it was
useful for "last minute" items, and 109 people said that they like to support local services.
Saving time and transport costs, and the social contact were important to around 60
people. Lack of transport to shops elsewhere was cited by 32 people, and 32 people also
felt that they got good value.
The most frequently-made suggestions of facilities needed in Bearley were: Choice of
fresh produce; butcher and baker; chemist; hairdresser; facilities to withdraw cash; off
licence; take-away hot food.
The mobile library is used by 20 people on altemate weeks and has recently introduced a
new "stop" by the Post Office on its route round the village.
Point for Action Plan: There is strong support for a shop and Post Office and this is
seen as a very important village amenity. Vital Villages and ViRSA offer advice and
expertise in establishing and maintaining community shops, or village hubs for
visits by professionals such as doctors or hairdressers.

The last working day for the village shop in June 2001
There are currently few organtsed leisure activities within the village, but of the sporting
activities suggested in the questionnaire, 54 people were interested in Keep Fit and 38 in
Aerobics. Tennis, yoga and badminton were popular with around 20 people each - surely
enough enthusiasm for something to be organised.
The opening of the new Village Hall has provided a first-class space for new clubs and
activities. Of the suggestions listed, a gardening club was the most popular for 41 people,
some of whom are presumably unable/unwilling to go to the Snitterfield club. A rambling
club would attract 33 potential members, and a drama society would be welcomed by 20
people. A music society or choir was supported by 34 people, and the 10 who would
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welcome a band could put their resources together.
Other interesting suggestions included line-dancing, bowls/short mat bowls, bridge,
birdwatching, table-tennis, painting, netball and water-skiing (presumably from those
who are concemed about the coast-guard facilities), as well as a plea from the heart from
one youngster: "We definite~y need more activities because it's so boring".
Point for Action Plan: Identify the needs of the young people in the village.
In answer to a separate question, 48 people said that they would be prepared to help
organise leisure activities in the village. During 2001 the Village Hall has seen the
launch of a keep fit class, a short-mat bowls club (with a waiting list) and aromatherapy
sessions. This momentum must be maintained.
Over 90 people said that they have attended a Parish Council meeting, but in general this
would be when something of specific concem to them was being discussed, e.g. the
gliding club application for powered aircraft, house-building proposals, etc. rather than on
a regular basis.
The importance of Bearley's St Mary's Church was answered by 186 people, most of whom
(l20) consider it important because "every place should have one", and as a historic
building (95 people) rather than for personal reasons. However, 71 people said that it is
important for weddings and funerals, and 38 for baptisms. Nearly 50 people said that it is
important for Sunday worship - a good-sized congregation.
Point for Action Plan: Look into identifying the grants and equipment available for
sports and arts activities to enable volunteers to establish new activities in the village.

Environment
OVER 200 people expressed an opinion on what could be done to help protect and
enhance the local environment of Bearley. Here again most people (128) say that improved
public transport is most important, with 95 saying that a reduction in traffic would be the
most effectiveway of improving the environment. More local employment was considered
important by 75 people - which could lead to a reduction in traffic from people needing to
travel outside the village, but could also lead to an increase if businesses expand and
draw their workforce and supplies from outside the village. Improved rights of way would
be welcomed by 47 people.
209 of those who replied (315) said that they would be prepared to separate items for
recycling, with only 16 saying that they would not do this. 38 people would participate in
community composting. The chart on the next page shows how many people would be
prepared to separate items for recycling.
Since many villagers are already prepared to separate their newspapers for recycling, the
foregoing figures make it clear that opportunities for recycling glass and cans at least
would be welcomed. and Biffa or any other waste disposal company would have an
enthusiastic response to any initiatives to organismg any further recycling opportunities.
Point for Action Plan: Stratford District Council are about to provide
recycling opportunities. We must support this to make it work.
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greater

lathing - 5
atteries - 3
Other: heavy items,
carpet, nappies - 1 each

Garden/organic - 17

Plastic - 46

Paper - 58

'Two-thirds of respondents said that the quality of the countryside is very important to
them, with only 10 saying that it's not very important. Within the countryside, the peace
and quiet and the scenery were the most valued aspects - by over 200 villagers in each
case. Rural pathways were an important element to 172 people, which relates back to
those who would welcome improvements in rights of way around the village, in particular
the dog-walkers, of course. Working farms were valued by over 100 of the respondents - a
great deal more than those directly connected with farming.
The start of Maurice Street Footpath off
Church Lane. It was named after the
parish councillor who was instrumental
in ensuring that all the villagefootpaths
were made accessible.

Point for Action Plan: Determine what improvements
of way.

are needed to the village's rights

A number of features of the countryside were listed and all of them were ticked as being
"very important' by the 325 who responded to this question (rather than just "important' or
"not very speciai']. The most important of these listed features were the fields, woods and
hedges. However, traditional farm buildings were very important to 134 respondents,
with modem farm buildings being very important to only 27 people.
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Ways of improving Bearley's environment were all considered "very important", with the
most popular option being a campaign against litter (nearly 200 responding
enthusiastically). Planting more trees and hedges and maintaining existing ones were
all considered very important by over 120 respondents. It should be pointed out, however,
that the Parish Council's annual litter-pick resulted in only one or two non-councillors
turning out to help, and it has not taken place at all in the last two years. However, a
guided walk to the Gospel Oak by the Council's footpaths officer to commemorate VE Day
attracted dozens of villagers.
Other suggestions included:
"Don't convert all the barns into "executive" homes."
"Re hedges - French law of 2 metres max height is needed, and law on leylandii"

"Farm. organically."
"More street lighting at end oj Ash Lane. "
"Keep ditches to avoid flooding (clean them out tool)"
/

"Don't keep hedges short and tidy - think about the nesting birds. Maintain
ditches and water courses to avoid flooding. "

Not surprisingly, nearly everyone regarded the wild flowers, birds and wild animals in the
area as "very important" (see page 32 for the diverse range of flora and fauna to be seen
around Bearley). Again, all the suggestions to protect wildlife - creating nature reserves
and new ponds, encouraging responsible use of the environment and looking after woods
and fields were all considered very important. Over 50 people said that they would be
prepared to help in these activities.
Point for Action Plan: Make it easy to volunteer. Involve outside organisations whose
enthusiasm and expertise in conservation will inspire villagers.

When it came to disturbance, 94 people complained of traffic noise and 61 people feel that
Bearley suffers from noise pollution in general. (One villager has recently had a number
of letters published in the Stratford Herald concerning the relative quiet of altemative
road surfaces.) Hunting was considered a disturbance by 31 people, although whether
this is a regular problem in the village is doubtful and may have been political pointmaking. Light pollution was a problem for 18 people who would presumably not welcome
further street lighting (although the 36 people who responded to an earlier question
saying that they feel unsafe in the evening, would probably welcome it).
Point for Action Plan: The volume of traffic and the disturbance that it causes
continues to come through as a major problem. A number of areas in the Action Plan
cover ways of addressing this.
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The Future of Bearley
MOST people (139 of the 246 who replied) would like Bearley to develop as a family
community which brings us back to the first points raised about affordable housing to
keep the younger generation in the village. Nearly as many (110) would like to see the
village stay as it is. Very few would welcome Bearley developing as a commuter community
(7) or as a retirement community (14) - the poor health provision and lack of public
transport would not make the latter a practicable option.
A number of options were suggested for development within Bearley, and most
respondents had no strong opinions on any of them. More jobs and small business
development within the village won support from nearly a quarter of the respondents (90)
with very few (only 16) saying that this would not be a good idea. While 22 people were
strongly in favour of developing tourism, 20 said that this should definitely not be
encouraged. When considering visitor activities within Bearley, walking was considered
most appropriate - by 197 people - with other Significant areas being nature study (113
people), horse-riding (97 people), photography (60 people), and road cycling (46 people).
The 9 who favour fishing in Bearley may struggle to find a suitable site at present.

Point for Action Plan: Most people are happy with Bearley as it is, but more
commercial activity in the village (bringing employment and reducing the need to
travel) would be welcomed by many people.

It is hoped to drive forward many of the foregoing points at the Appraisal launch.
The results of people's reactions to the key points in the document will be published
in the Bearley Beacon.

Holly Tree Cottage on Snitterfield Road opposite the phone box, in quieter days.
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YOUNG PERSONS'

QUESTIONNAIRE

RESULTS

EIGHT young people returned the questionnaire specifically aimed at teenagers, four
from boys and four from girls, with an age range from 11 to 16. Sadly, it is not possible to
draw any significant conclusions from such a small number, but their comments are
nevertheless valid and certainly worthy of consideration. According to the returned
household questionnaires there are 20 young people who fall into this age group, and
therefore probably around twice this number in the village as a whole.
All of those who replied like the countryside around Bearley, with friends, discos and the
playground also important to them. The youngsters' reassuringly positive attitude to their
environment is emphasised by their comments which include requests for more bins in
the playgrounds, better footpaths, no dog poo, and generally a wish for a clean surrounding
area.
Four of them say that they would join a youth club, but three say they wouldn't. Football,
basketball and discos are the most popular activities that they would like to see available
in the village. None of these, it has to be said, would be particularly difficult to organise
even for the youngsters themselves who maybe just need a gUiding hand in the first
instance. Enthusiasm is the most important asset, and youngsters should appreciate
that no adult is going to support apathy.
Four young people regularly use the bus (two specificallymentioning the school bus), and
four don't, presumably being taken to school by parents. Four, also, would like to live in
Bearley after they have finished schooL
When asked what they would like to have, or to improve in Bearley, five of them mention
leisure activities. Improvements and additions to the playgrounds are important, from a
climbing frame to a safe roller-blading area. Two mention a cycle track and a better path
between Bearley and Snitterfield, possibly to make it easier to visit school-friends.
Improvements to the bus service and to the bus-shelters are requested by two of the
youngsters, and one girl points out that while the boys have the cricket and football clubs,
there is nothing specifically aimed at the teenage girls in the village.

"Village teenagers have nowhere to go. We can't go out of the village because there is
no transport, we are not allowed on the streets or in the parks. We are too yoW1g to go to
pubs or dubs. "

One of the village's two playgrounds, deserted on a sunny afternoon
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BUSINESS

QUESTIONNAIRE

RESULTS

OF the 8 local businesses who responded to the separate BUSiness Survey, (18 were
delivered) the most interesting point was that 7 of them have been established here for
over 10 years. Successful organisations don't remain in one location unless many criteria
are considered ideal.
Overall, Bearley's location in relation to the road/motorway network is its biggest
advantage, making it accessible for clients and suppliers, with the M40, MI, M6 and
airport all within easy reach. However, although the rural location is ideal for two
businesses closely allied to the countryside, others say that the remoteness and lack of
public transport can make recruiting and keeping staff very difficult. This relates not only
to staff being able to get to and from work (especially part-timers) but also the lack of
access to shops and other amenities during lunch breaks. However, for car owners the
lack of congestion on the roads around the village is a major advantage. None of the
businesses mention ample free car-parking, perhaps taking for granted what many town
workers find is one of their biggest problems. The lower overheads compared to
town-centre locations is also considered a significant advantage. The remoteness is
considered a security risk by one company, although here again, town-centre businesses
may disagree with this.
Two of the businesses which responded employ more than 20 full-time staff, with the
others employing between 1 and 6 full-time and part-time staff. Bearley is lucky to have
access to a variety of employment on this scale but even a business half-a-mile outside
the village won't attract staff without cars because of the lack of public transport and safe
walking/ cycle paths.
Five of the businesses say that their recruitment options include word of mouth, and
three use local papers or the national press to recruit. Four of them assist other businesses
in the village by using goods and services, and two donate to local orgarusations, so there
is some integration of business and community within Bearley.
Businesses in and around Bearley are happy with their location and there is clearly a
case for encouraging other companies to come here in terms of additional employment with additional demand for public transport which could be the impetus needed for
improvement.
There is also the potential bonus of increased contribution to the
infrastructure of the village, in particular for the Post Office,pub and nursery school.
Three companies mention planning restrictions as being a problem for businesses located
in and around Bearley. This must however always be balanced with the importance of
the rural environment to over 200 Bearley residents, with 86% saying that they value the
peace and quiet around Bearley, and the existing noise pollution problem cited by over
150 people - this should not be exacerbated.
One would have to say, very cautiously, that an increase in traffic could ironically be the
catalyst that finally results in action regarding traffic calming for the village. Some of
these arguments could also be used for additional housing in the village, and great care
must be taken to preserve Bearley's rural location and the fragile environmental balance
in the fields and woods around the village - a valuable amenity which should never be
taken for granted.

18

\

\

\

\ \
\ \

\ \
\ \

\

\

l I

Site of old windmill

\

\
\

\

\
\ \

\

\

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

The Golden Cross
'Bearley Mill' Countrywide Stores
Village Hall and Social Club
Bearley Grange
Post Office
Site of former school
The Manor
School (built 1877)
Tudor Cottage (former shop)
Church of St Marythe Virgin
Former Methodist chapel

: : ::

Footpaths/bridleways

AIRFIELDFARM

,

~----- -

I

IF

COLLEGEHILL

COLLEGEFARM

/
<,

<,

11/

...~/ /I
<, /
/
I' 1-.,
./

I I

I I

<,

\
\

\

I

\

\
\

-,

-,
"\.

-, -,

\

\ \
.DIPWELL

-,

-, -,

\

I /1 /" ....

<,

"

\

--\

/ II I

+-;

.•.••.

..-,/

\.

\"

\

\

\

" -, \

\

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Stratford on Avon District Council. LA0795882001.

THE EVOLUTION OF BEARLEY
WITH a history going back to the Domesday Book, the greatest changes to the village
occurred after the second world war, in terms of the huge increase in population and the
building of most of the houses which make up the village today. TIlls document aims to
incorporate some of the previously unrecorded history of the village, much of it the social
history of the village's period of greatest change around the second world war.

Residents
•

Bearley was mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086-1090 as BYRLEI,meaning
"a fortification in a clearing".

•

The 5 'hides' that were Byrlei were held in 2 portions - 1 hide by Robert de Stafford
and 4 hides by William son of Corbucon. (Ahide was an area of land large enough to
support a family and its dependants - it was usually just over 33 acres, but some
have been recorded at 60, 80 or 180 acres).

•

In 1100 land ownership was held by the monks of Bordesley and a small church was
built around this time.

•

In 1730 there were about 23 houses in Bearley, which had risen to 79 by 1821 with
230 inhabitants.

•

In 1941 there wasn't a census due to the second world war.

•

According to the 1951 census there were 787 people living in Bearley, an enormous
leap in population of more than 600 since the previous census of 1931.

Population Census Figures

800
600
400
200

The census figures show a very large post-war growth but also a puzzling JaZZoj 100 - 200
people in the 1971 and 1981 census
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Village Buildings
•

THE 1950s brought new housing at Grange Road and Oak Tree Close - one lady who
was allocated one of these houses was so excited when she got the official letter,
she almost sent her daughter to school without her shoes.

•

In the 1960s, bungalows were built on the Snitterfield
developments.

•

The next development was the 50 or so houses built in 1982 on the site of the
Agricultural Camp which became known as Bearley Green.

•

A Conservation Area, centred on the church, was designated in 1971 and revised in
1994. Within this area are some 17th- and 18th-century buildings, some
timber-framed.

Cottages in the Church: Lane

Road opposite the 1950s'

Consenxitiori Area

In a wood at the top of the hill on the outskirts of Bearley there are two large millstones
lying amongst the bracken. This is all that remains of a windmill that once stood in this
spot. It is probable that there was a windmill here as far back as the 1620s and it
certainly appears on Beighton's map of the area in 1725. By 1860 it had apparently fallen
into decay but the shell was still there in the 1930s before it was demolished. A local
story has it that the miller hid his bags of gold under the mill. Every midsummer moon he
returns with his six black horses and takes them to a pond to drink. If you look under the
millstone while he is away, the treasure will be yours.
The history of the Manor House site dates back to the 16th century. Until 1545 the
Manorial property in Bearley is not described in any surviving document, but in 1576 it
would seem that the property was sold by Bartholomew Hales and his wife Mary. The
land in 1576 comprised a number of houses, seven yardlands, various closes and some
acres.' It would appear that the first tenant that we know about was Mr..Edwards who was
married in Bearley church and had his children baptised there. The property was sold for
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the sum of £100, which was a lot of money, when you think that at around the same time
Shakespeare paid £60 for New Place.
The house changed hands fairly frequently in the 17th century, belonging partly to
the Perks family, and also the Mascall family by the end of the century.
The records in 1695 show that the house consisted of a hall, a parlour, a room over
the parlour, a small room over the hall, another room over the hall, a room over the entry,
the men's chamber, dairy house and mill house. There were fireplaces in the hall, the
room over the hall and the kitchen. This shows a mediaeval plan with the hall and
parlour at one end, and the kitchen at the other. At some point in the 16th century there
would have been two rooms constructed above the hall. At this period wheat, barley, peas
and oats were grown in about 45 acres. The household also produced linen, jersey and
woollen yarn. The estate was heavily mortgaged and was finally bought out by Richard
Ebourne in 1712. The property was tenanted during most of the 18th century and eventually
willed to the Rich family.
In 1855 John Rich was declared bankrupt with debts amounting to £10,646 but the
Bearley estate was salvaged for John Rich's son, John C. Rich by the trustees. An
inventory taken around this time mentions Oliver Cromwell's bed found in a room called
Oliver'Sroom. It is to be speculated whether there was a tradition of a visit to the house
by Oliver Cromwell, or whether the bed had been bought and the room then named after
it.
The house was occupied by a succession of tenants until 1923 when the trustees
attempted to sell it. It was bought by Percy Herbert Mills (later Lord Mills), who
modernised it and altered it to a very high standard. The contents of the house were sold
in 1949 when Lord Mills, who had been Minster of Supply and Controller General of
Machine Tools during the second world war returned to London. The house itself was
sold in 1952.

Bearley Manor, from a photograph taken around 1917
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Bearley Grange was one of a number of farms which made up an estate which stretched
from Wootton Wawen to Pathlow. The County Record Office at Warwick has a fascinating
document relating to the auction of The Edstone Estate at the Grand Hotel in Birmingham
on 30th October 1919, "at 4 in the aftemoon precisely". Bearley Grange is listed among
the properties with 216 acres ofland. "TIle iand. has been weUfarrned and comprises some of
the best com andfeeding land in the County ofWwwick ... one of the most desirable farms to be
found in the neighbourhood." The Grange land went from Ash Lane down to the Stratford
road, up to Pathlow and across the other side of the road over to the railway line by Songar
(no bungalows or Grange Road development then of course).
The house included a dining room, drawing room, kitchen with range, back kitchen,
pantry dairy. 2 cellars (one having a wine closet), bakehouse and wood store. On the first
floor there were 3 bedrooms, one bathroom and WC, and on the second floor there were 3
more bedrooms, a box room, a cheese room and a tank room. There was also a productive
garden, lawn and orchard. It was let at the time to Mr Joseph Hawkes for an annual rent
of £260.
Until the 1930s the estate was owned by the Haslam Scott family of Kendal and London
and was sold in 1939 to Percy Pritchard who made his home at Edstone Hall. In the 1970s the
estate was sold to Mrs Gloria Morris of Middlesex and the Grange was then two separate
dwellings with outbuildings. By 1974 these loose boxes, cow houses and pig pens had been
converted to the separate properties which comprise Bearley Grange today.
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Bearleu Grange, as pictured in its auction catalogue of 1919.
Lot 12 at the above auction was a 3-acre parcel of land, also let to Mr Joseph Hawkes, for
£5.8s.0d. a year. This was the field between Church Lane and Ash Lane which is still
mostly the "rich old turf' described in the auction catalogue which also suggests that the
land would be good "for building houses which in this district are in good demand".
The Old Vicarage was built in the memory of the Reverend Benjamin Churchill of the
Marlborough (Blenheim Palace) family who died in 1871.
The Stone House in Church Lane was originally known as Hall End Yard according to its
deeds of 1660, and its north front was rebuilt from a building in Church Street in
Stratford. In the early years of this century it was three separate dwellings.
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Bearley Mill started as the Milk Marketing Board's grass drying centre in 1948, the dried
grass being retumed to the farms in bales for animal feed. This was in response to the
government requiring the MMB to increase the output of the nation's dairy herd as the
second world war created havoc with world food supplies. On the mill floor, work went on
day and night during the peak months, much of the workforce being the Polish refugees
from Bearley's RAF camp.
A few years later new machinery was installed which compressed the powdered
grass into pellets for feeding cows in milking parlours. In 1956 Warwickshire Farmers Ltd
bought the site and concentrated on producing all kinds of animal feeds, and in 1965 it
became Midland Shires Farmers Ltd. MSF became the largest agricultural co-operative
in the UK with 4 feed mills and 23 depots. More buildings were erected and a shop was
built in 1986.
In 1999 economic necessity in agriculture saw the merger of West Midlands Farmers
with Midland Shire Farmers to form Countrywide Farmers. Now trading as Countrywide
Stores Ltd there has recently been a significant expansion to the premises, which also
caters for amateur gardeners, pet owners and anyone with an interest in the countryside.
Plans for a garden centre and cafe were submitted in 2000 and enthusiastically endorsed
by the village, but have been put on one side for the time being.

Countrywide Stores - no architectural merit, but a valuable asset for the village.
The original Village Hall and Social Club were built at the same time as the Bearley
Green development in 1982 and have served the village well since then. Much of the
building work was carried out by young offenders as a community project. It is clear that
the Village Hall has always provided an important point of focus within the community,
but the relatively small size of the original building rendered it impracticable for larger
social functions.
The new MillenniumVillageHall was officiallyopened in May 2000, and was built with
grant aid from the Millennium COmmission, Stratford District Council and Bearley Parish
Council.
It now offers a function room capable of accommodating 100 people
easily, as well as newly equipped kitchen and separate small meeting room. A number of
orgamsauons use the facilities:the Football Club, the Cricket Club, Wayfinderstoddlers group,
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Nursery School, Lunch Club. short-mat bowls, W.L. and Parish Council, as well as the annual
Village Fete. and bookings for prtvate functions. However, a significant number of respondents
to the appraisal questionnaire indicated a wish for greater recreational facilities within the
village (limitedpublic transport being an important factor). and they specified Adult Education.
after-school clubs, holiday play schemes. whist drtves, and drama/chotr/rnusic. It remains to
be seen to what extent these can be achieved within the new Village Hall, and a newlylaunched evening keep-fit class is already proving popular.
-'J. .

The official opening of Be arley's original village hall in June 1983. In the centre of the photograph
are parish councillors of the time, Bob Smith, Derick Gray and Lady Young.

Village resident, actor Richard Griffiths, opens the new Village Hall in May 2000.
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The Village Churches
The Church of St Mary the Virgin
•

The nave is thought to be 12th-century, the chancel 13th- or 14th-century and the
octagonalfont 15th-century.

•

In 1875 the two bells were recast as one.

•

The church register is available and shows baptisms from 1549, marriagesfrom 1550
and burialsfrom 1552. There is a qapfrom. 1647 - 1653 due to the CivilWar.

•

Robert Beesley, who died in 1960, could trace his forefathers in the register to the reign
of Elizabeth 1. In 1549 a Beesley married a Ryland, then being related through
marriageto GeorgeWashington.

THERE has been a continuous thread of Christian worship in Bearley for the last 900
years, as evidenced by the presence of the church in Bearley since the end of the twelfth
century - the nave of the present building probably dates from this time. In 1221 John de
Burle granted the advowson of the chapel of Bearley to the Prior of Wootton Wawen and
from this time Bearley was attached to the church of Wootton Wawen. However, in 1585
it appeared that while Bearley did not have to pay any tithes to the Vicar of Wootton, they
did have to pay 4d. for the burial of any corpse.
The building has had many alterations over the last 800 years and in 1863 it was
described as "a mean brick and tile edifice with no architectural pretensions". (Hannett,
1863, The Forest of Arden). Nevertheless, we may well have regretted the nineteenth
century if the unanimous resolution at the Vestry Meeting on 19th December 1872 had
been followed through - "Whereas the present Church, exterior and interior, is unsightly,
without a singlefeature worthy of preservation, has no vestry room, no proper Chancel, is

inconvenientlypewed, and is deficient:in pew accommodationfor the poor, it is expedient and
desirable that a new buildingbe erected as soon as possible".

The Church of St Mary the Virgin. There has been Christian worship on this
sitefor nearly 1000 years.
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However, this building did not materialise as the vicar, Rev. F.L. Mayhew, who had
undertaken to hold himself financially responsible for the cost, left the village that year
and restoration work, which included building up the old windows and opening new ones
and replacing the upper part of the tower with an open framework of wood, was carried
out instead. Since 1929 the vicar of Bearley has also been the vicar of Snitterfield and
has resided at The Vicarage in Snitterfield. The former Bearley Vicarage is now a private
home.
The 1960s again brought alterations to the church. The doorway in the west of the
tower was blocked up and the old north door opened up with a porch built around it. New
seating, pulpit and altar rails were also installed.

Methodist Chapel
THE Methodists first came to Bearley when a member of the Snitterfield Chapel moved
here and opened his house for worship. Before the Chapel was built in Ash Lane in 1863,
on land donated by Mr. W. Creed, the village bakehouse had been used and fitted for
worship. In ten years the membership rose from 8 to 25.
Mr Creed was the schoolmaster and local preacher but in 1875 a crisis occurred
when he accepted officeas clerk of the Parish Church and superintendent of its schooL It
was reported that "through his influence and the policy pursued by the village parson the
attendance at our school diminished until it became advisable to close it ... " (Hooper,1962, The
Story oj Methodism in Stratford-upan-Avon).
Despite this, the Chapel continued with a well-attended Sunday School in the 1950s
and 60s. The Chapel closed in 1976 and was converted into a private house.

St Mary's churchyard. It is likely that many of the gravestones will soon be laid
flat to conform to recent safety guidelines - we live in litigious times.
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Village Organisations
Bearley Parish Council
THERE has been a Parish Council in Bearley for over 50 years. During that time, apart
from the routine work of a Parish Council, several major events have required the
Councillors to obtain knowledge and skills above that which would normally be expected
of them. For example, there were plans for a quite out-of-character large housing project,
and also a large radio transmitting station, which culminated in Bearley taking on the
BBC - and winning.
Nearly twenty years ago the BBC wanted to build powerful radio transmitter masts
several hundred feet high on the site of the old airfield in order to send World Service
broadcasts to the Soviet Union (this was in the days of the Cold War). They would have
interfered with TV and radio reception over a 20-mile radius; however, when it came to a
public inquiry the scheme was overturned
More recently there was a move by the Gliding Club to use powered gliders for
launching, rather than the (silent) winch. So many villagers packed the Planning
Committee meeting at which the application was to be discussed that they had to be
moved to a side room for discussions to take place. TWorepresentatives of the Gliding
Club presented their case, but had not anticipated the level of feeling in Bearley against
the proposal which was defeated. Fortunately, village and club have remained on good
terms.
There are three levels of councils, namely Warwickshire County Council, Stratford
District Council and Parish Council, all having their own areas of responsibility.
Specifically, Bearley Parish Council has direct responsibility for Parish budgets and
accounts; maintenance of land owned by the P.C. - grass mowing, hedges, playgrounds,
cemetery; street lighting within Bearley; minutes and records of meetings, including
archive storage.

Bearley Sports and Social Club
THE Club itself was established nearly 45 years ago, formerly at the Bearley Holiday
Camp which is now the Bearley Green development. When Bearley Green was developed
in 1982, one of the conditions for the developers to do so was that they built the new
Social Club and Village Hall on its present site.
Many social and sporting events are held at the Club, which boasts 3 snooker teams,
3 darts teams and a dominoes team, all meeting regularly. Socially, a wide range of
activities are held there, including karaoke, discos, quizzes, bingo, raffles as well as
singers and entertainers. There is a varied programme of family outdoor events in the
summer, such as rounders, cricket matches, boules, barbecues and skittles. The 5th
NovemberBonfire is an annual event with a barbecue or pig-roast and a fireworks display.

Football Club
BEARLEY United FC was formed in abut 1962 with a very keen and large village
membership. The club played in the Stratford League and soon gained a reputation as a
hard uncompromising side, and very difficult to beat. In the early years the side was
managed by Jack Homsey and Bem Hiatt.
The club entered the Leamington Sunday League in 1970. Under team manager
Gary Hicks, the club has had tremendous success, winning numerous cups and league

28

titles over the years.
The crowning glory must have been winning the Cancer Cup in the mid-70s. For a
period up to the mid-80s, the club played in the Stratford League. Now Bearley United
runs one team on Sunday mornings in the Leamington League.
Local youngsters, Martin Hicks, Henry Piotrowski, and the Bak brothers (Henry and
Topo) all moved on from Bearley to play at a higher level with Stratford Town FC, in the
Midland Combination League. Martin had a long and successful football league career
playing for Reading and Birmingham City. He also played at Wembley for Reading as
Captain and lifted the cup. Not bad for a Bearley boy!

Bearley United Football Club in the 1960s.
Back row: Graham Meddins, Tony Cosgrove, Robert Cosgrove, Graham Davies, Cliff'?,
Roger Meddins, Pete Billingsley, Bob Craing (manager), Jack Homsey (trainer)
Front row: Don Hiatt, Graham Durbin, Johnny Harris, Keith Morse, Ray Billingsley, ?, Ken Gould

Cricket Club
BEARLEYCricket Club was formed in 1964 with a lot of interest shown by the village
members, the three main founder members being Arthur Butterworth, Henry Castle and
Arthur Smith. They were commonly known as the Three Musketeers because of their
ability to drink fixtures and opposition into the ground.
Bearley was very fortunate in winning their second fixture at Bretforton by 5 wickets,
with a 14-year-old schoolboy scoring the first winning run for the club. The schoolboy is
still involved in the club, now better known as the Chairman. The fixtures were, even in
the early days, to the highest standard, with even a Sunday fixture against West Bromwich
Dartmouth at Sandwell Park being the highlight.
The team was greatly indebted to the Smith brothers, Adrian and Robert, for their
prolific performances with the ball during the 70s and 80s - including bowling Earlswood
Seconds all out for 2 runs. This was backed up by sensational batting from Brian Hicks
who set and broke all club records. This, and the support we received from our Brummy
brothers enabled Bearley to be a force for any side in local cricket during this period.
Undoubtedly without the support of our Bearley Brummies the club would definitely have
folded. We were deeply indebted to Steve Holder, Greg Davis, Tom Beard and Andy Ward,
to name just a few.
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Towards the end of the 80s good fixtures became difficult to obtain, due to the
development of league cricket in the area. So in 1991 Bearley entered the Cotswold Hills
League with fantastic success, culminating in the two championships in the last two
seasons. Recognition was also paid to the club with two players, Lee Ross and Ken
Turner both being selected to play for the Midland Cricket Club Conference Xl.
The development of the junior section has also been very successful with our Under
12s finishing runners up and the Under 14s finishing fourth in their first seasons within
the League. This bodes well for the future of Bearley Cricket Club.

Women's Institute

•

THE history of the W.I. in Bearley encompasses much of the recent history of the village.
Bearley Women's Institute actually started out as The Bearley Women's Club, founded
in 1939 by Mrs Winifred Mills (later Lady Mills) who lived at the Manor House. At this
preliminary meeting it was decided not to form a Women's Institute, but to remain as a
Women's Club, meeting at members' homes. It was agreed that every member should
contribute 1/- towards the cost of setting up of a First Aid Course at the onset of the
second world war.
Minutes of these meetings going through 1939 and 1940 refer to the arrival of 25
evacuees, "very poorly dressed" from Birmingham, the setting up of classes to make
clothes for the children, the purchase of first aid equipment, and the knitting of socks for
the Armed Forces. On 6th November 1940 the club joined with Henley to support the
Spitfire Fund (for the R.A.F.); and started a "comfort" fund to supply each of the nine
Bearley men serving in the Armed Forces with a Christmas parcel. Members organised a
slate to be hung outside the Post Officeupon which villagers could indicate any surplus of
home-grown vegetables and fruit available for sale.
In 1946, after hearing a talk about the work of the Women's Institute it was
unanimously agreed to start a W.1. in Bearley and by 1947 members were attempting to
find their own meeting hall while meetings were held at various members' houses or
more often at the Manor Barn. In December 1947 the monthly meeting took place at the
Air Ministry site (now Bearley Green) which was the displaced persons' camp, and a hut
was provided by the Air Ministry. However, lack of heating meant that meetings reverted
again to members' homes. The Air Ministry eventually erected a hut for the W.I. containing
a fireplace and the first meeting to be held in the official W.1. meeting room was on 1st
September 1949, when it was discussed how to increase income by letting out the "hut" to
other village organisations, In 1953 the minutes indicate that electric radiators were
fitted, the hall was decorated, and the remaining coal was sold.
During 1979/80 the W.I. hut fell into disrepair and the majority of meetings were
held in members' homes. Finally, in 1981 the development of Bearley Green meant that
the W.I. hut would be removed as part of the new housing development and members
would be without a meeting place once more. The secretary at the time therefore
approached the Parish Council for compensation and was finally rewarded with a cheque
from the District Council for £160. It was decided to pass this back to the Parish Council
for the new Community Hall.
Today, Bearley W.1. has 26 members, and members celebrated the
new
Millennium by planting daffodilbulbs on the A3400 "triangle" in commemoration of Bearley
W.1.and members past and present. Members once again now have a permanent meeting
place at the new Village Hall.
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Village Fete
THIS event was ongoing for about 25 years until interest in it fell off in the 'eighties. It
was resurrected about 8 years ago in order to raise money for the Bearley Children's
Fund to organise a summer outing for children in the village. For the first two years, all
the money raised went towards the Fund, but the Fete has now developed into a more
general fund-raising event whereby some of the stallholders raise money for their own
causes. Profits from the 1999 event paid for a cooker for the new Village Hall and the
profits from the 2000 fete will again provide something for the new Village Hall. It is
currently planned to use the 2001 fete profits to provide a village event for the Queen's
Golden Jubilee in 2002.

The Golden Cross
THE ancient cross at Bearly Cross has long since gone, but there has almost certainly
been a hostelry on this site for centuries, given its location at a crossroads on Salters
Lane - part of the old saltway from Droitwich. These vital pre-Roman tracks crossed the
country when salt was one of the most valuable commodities of the age and many modern
pubs on these sites have their earliest origins long before the present buildings.
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The Golden Cross around 1908, when the A3400 was still a quiet country lane.
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Local Countryside

and Environment

"NESTLEDin the heart of Shakespeare Country" would be an appropriate description of
Bearley's geographical location. A countryside that has been fashioned by mankind since
the very first settlers began to cut the forests for firewood and building materials. The
countryside that we all take for granted as being "wild"and yet when we look around us
at the familiar landscape of hedges and fields, streams and woods they are in fact the
product of man's development over thousands of generations.
The degree of wildness that we all perceive in the countryside that surrounds us is
the combination of the abundance of native plants and animals living there and the
absence of human intrusion. These have all been subjected to the continual development
of their natural habitats and this can be said of almost every other part of the world today.
As an area for wildlife habitats the village of Bearley and its outlying countryside
could not be more diverse. There is a selection of agricultural land with its associated
hedgerows and ditches, open scrub land, various woodland areas, roads and their verges,
the railway embankment and the built up area of the village itself made up of numerous
buildings and gardens.

The start of the footpath and bridle way leading from. the bottom of School Lane by the
riding stables
The agricultural countryside is where most people would expect the wildlife to be
and it is usually the case that we catch sight of a fox or a rnuntjack deer running up the
side of a field as we drive along the road in the evening or early morning. The reality is
that the fields themselves are used by these animals as a means of getting between
areas of cover where they spend the majority of their lives hidden from our view.
There is always evidence to be found that betrays the whereabouts of certain species
- even visitors to our own gardens. There are those odd little black droppings that one
finds in the garden during the summer that tell you that whilst you were asleep the
hedgehog was busy hunting for beetles and snails around the lawn and amongst the
flower pots.
The cycle of the seasons creates times of hardship and times of plenty for all of the
wildlife, and to our delight many of the birds will come to eat the food we put out in the
garden during the winter months. Then as the days lengthen again they return to their
summer residences where the food is plentiful once more.

32

The village also plays host to a variety of foreign visitors throughout the year; we
have all seen the swallows, swifts and house martins that play on the warm summer
breezes and then depart to spend their winter in the north of Africa and who can blame
them! We all recogntse the call of the cuckoo when it arrives in April and May but there
are more secretive visitors, the spotted fly-catcher who comes from Southern Europe to
nest here. They can be seen in a quiet spot by a ditch or maybe perching on a lookout post
and flitting away to catch a passing fly to return to the same perch a few seconds later.
There are also the redwings and fieldfares that come to us during the winter months
from the colder areas of Scandinavia, they can often be seen eating the red hawthorn
berries that adorn the railway banks.
Of the less commonly seen birds there are the snipe and English partridge to be seen in
the fields, and jays and even gold-crestedwrens in the wooded areas. We have more recently
had sightings
of buzzards
which are becoming more widespread
in the
countryside on a national scale. They are believed to be based more towards the Aston
Cantlow area, and at least two are regularly seen (and heard) over fields at Bearley Farm.
Being excellent soaring birds they can easily cover five or ten miles - as the buzzard flies.
There are numerous herons in the area, there being a large and long-established
heronry by the lake at Wootton Hall, so for those who have any valuable fish in the garden
pond you have been warned, or you now know where they might have gone! Although the
heron is often dubbed the culprit we must not forget that mink are fairly well established
in the nearby lake at Edstone and being shy but inquisitive creatures it would not be
beyond them to pay a night visit to a garden pond.
The Bearley Oak in School Lane is around 800 years old. It is rumoured to be one of
the last remaining trees of the ancient Forest of Arden and is certainly one of the oldest
oaks in Warwickshlre. Young trees have been grown from its acorns, four of which have
recently been planted on Bearley Green.

A turn-of-the-century cyclist
poses by the Bearley Oak
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The wild flowers that adom the surrounding hedgerows are too numerous to mention
individually but together they form the familiar garlands of colour that are to be found in
almost every other mile of hedgerow in the England. It is our appreciation of these
common flowers that makes them special and we would all agree how bare the roadside
verges would be without four feet of nodding cow parsley in the summer months.
We have a good variety of insect life as we are all too often familiar with dancing
clouds of biting midges to annoy us while out on warm summer evenings. The patient and
observant can be rewarded by the delightful sight of the hummingbird hawk moth which
as its name suggests flies like a miniature humming bird. If you have scented flowers
like honeysuckle or stocks growing in you garden then this unusual day flying moth may
visit you! For those who do not sleep well there are the glow-worms that display their
greenish glowing tails late at night in the grasses during the beginning of July. These
can. be seen around the scout hut in Bearley Bushes and also on the railway bank at the
station in the dark. It is only the male glow-wormthat can fly and they are sadly confined
to small areas as the female cannot flyaway to spread the eggs to other areas.

The Railway
•

IN 1860 the Stratford-upon-Avon Railway Company opened a Single-track line
linking Stratford with the GWR Oxford to Birmingham line at Hatton. Bearley was
one of the intermediate stations.

5051 DrysUwyn Castle on the last trip with the GW Society stock, Bearley Junction,
26 January 1980
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•

In 1872 Parliament
authorised
a 7-mile branch line from Bearley
The line was opened in 1876 by the Alcester Railway Company.

•

In 1883 both Stratford and Alcester companies were absorbed into the Great
Westem Railway Company. The fortunes of Bearley Station have waxed and waned
ever since.

•

In 1939, rather unusually for a country station, the lamps at Bearley Junction
electrified. The track was also doubled to Hatton.

•

The public passenger service from Bearley to Alcester was withdrawn in. September
1939, but the branch line continued in use for the Maudslay lorry factory workers
who had been transferred to Great Alne when their Coventry factory was bombed.

•

During the second world war the stationmaster, Mr Tomes and the porter, Mr Morris
lived in the station houses.
Early one morning many people saw a lone German
aeroplane overhead, which machine-gunned
Bearley station and then attacked the
searchlight battalion based at Pathlow. Fortunately, nobody was killed, but a soldier
at the Searchlight Battalion, Eric Jackson, was shot in the leg.

•

The Bearley North curve of the line was kept for use when a diversion was needed
from the main line - which included occasionally stabling Royal specials overnight.
Princess Margaret stayed there in March 1954 and Prince Philip in October 1959.

•

In 1966 the two passenger platforms were shortened at both ends to 200 feet, and in
1969 the track reverted to a single line with only one platform remaining in use.

•

The last peak hour direct link with Birmingham was withdrawn in May 1992.

•

Central Railways now runs trains from Bearley
Leamington, and on to Banbury, Oxford and London.

to Stratford,

J.:..

to Alcester.

Warwick

were

and

C')
("\l
"""

~
C<

'By
r.c'

:2u

~

'0

o
..c

g.

~
~
.?
.~

~

[f)

~

]
'8
c:c:

{j
0

:'2;
"B
.~

.9
.:!J

::c
Bearley North signal box with 0-4-2T 523 F3L, loco crew.
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The Canal
•

BUILTin the heyday of "canal mania" at the turn of the nineteenth century, the South
Stratford Canal was last used commercially in the 1920s and was practically derelict
by the 1950s when Warwickshire County Council applied for its official
abandonment.

•

Public response led to it being leased to the National Trust and restored. It was
returned to navigable condition and transferred to British Waterways in 1988,
becoming one of the most popular canals in the country.

•

Bearley aqueduct (also known as Edstone) is an early example of an iron trough
design and was constructed in 1814 at a cost of £9000. It is the longest in England
- 130m long.

•

The aqueduct was used as a "water tank" for the railway passing below it.

Rear view ofO-2-4T 523 F3L, with loco crew, filling up with water from the aqueduct.
•

During the cold wtnter of 1962-63 volunteers working on the aqueduct were
hampered by ice, and when the drainage tap was opened a column of ice was formed.
As the column expanded two of the bolts between the plates snapped and the pieces
were found 30 feet apart.

•

The canal is listed as a County WildlifeSite. It has been suggested that the aqueduct
should be upgraded from a Grade II* Listed Building to Grade I status.

•

British Waterways are planning to apply for funding to help restore the aqueduct and
make it more attractive to visitors, such as establishing a link wtth nearby Mary
Arden's House at Wilmcote.
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•

Edstone's links with road, rail, canal and river networks make it a microcosm of
transport history.

The Bearley (Edstone) Aqueduct - an historically important edifice, a wildlife haven, a leisure
attraction, and a tribute to the ordinary people responsible for saving it for the future.
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Education
fees were 2d. per

•

In 1870 the children walked to school in SnitteTjield where sciiooi
week.

•

In 1877 a school was built in School Lane called the Board School which cost £475. The
school had 70 pupils in two classes covering aLLages.

•

1939 saw a significant rise in the number of pupils so 11 year olds were given bikes to
cycle to Snittecfield School.

•

The airfield closed the road to SnitteTjield during the second world war, so the older
children went by train to school in Stratford.

•

A new Junior School was built in the 1950s at the same time as the Grange Road and
Oak:Tree Close developments. It dosed in 1988 due tojalling numbers.

The date when the village school was built, 1877, can be seen on the wall of the building
in School Lane which is now a private house. It was built for 70 children and cost £475.
Before this the children had to walk to Snitterfield for their schooling, although in the
early 1870s there was an Infant School at number 1, The Yard, run by Mrs Jarrett.
The children left the school in Bearley when they were 14 years old but in 1926 the
school became a junior school and children over 11 had to go to a central school either at
Snitterfield or Stratford.
In common with all schools in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
contagious illnesses - chicken pox, measles, mumps, whooping cough, influenza, impetigo
- were a problem and on a number of occasions the school had to be shut or some children
had to be kept away because their Siblings were ill. Sometimes the children did not go to
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Village children and their teacher outside the old school in School Lane c. 1900.
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school because of bad weather. In 1936 the lanes leading from Edstone and Songar
cottages were said to be so bad that it caused the children to absent themselves on rainy
days. In the winter the school did not appear to be a very healthy place to be as the stoves
that heated the school would fill it with smoke. The children were taken on nature walks
and the school did have quite favourable inspection reports.
Extracts from Bearley School.Log Book 1911 - 1938
•

July 24th 1911 - The boys collected in the viHage for money to buy a cricket set.
Nineteen shillings and six pence was collected. The set was bought in Stratford the
next day for nineteen shillings.

•

Ja11lLWY6th 1914 - This week aU children staying in school. to dinner have had Quaker
Oats at the charge of one penny each per week.

•

May 28th 1929 - The Correspondent called to say the water from the Parish Pump is
polluted and can only be used after boiling. We are now using water from the Post
Office weU.

•

July 3rd 1931 - Three boys threw mud and dirty water all over the church gate. They
were ordered to wash it off.

•

April 7th 1932 - The stove is smoking very unpleasantly this moming.
flame comes out at least afoot from the opening at the foot.

Occasionally a

After the second world war people moved into the Air Force huts. This, together with the
baby boom, made it necessary to convert one of the huts on CollegeHillinto a school to house
the infants whilst the juniors remained in the old Victorian building. The old school was one
large room divided by a screen and had Victorian high windows. The school on CollegeHill
was also one room, with a class in each comer, fibre mats on the floor,and a large smelly coke
stove. When the council houses began to be erected and families moved into them the
children would walk to the school on CollegeHill. "We would walkfrom Oak Tree Closewhatever
the weather. Mums,prams, lots oj childrendown Ash Lane, hoppily skipping along,playing with the
dewy cobwebs in the bushes on misty mornings".
As the council houses were built the squatters left College Hill and this school
closed. Another ex-RAFhut, this time on Bearley camp (now Bearley Green), was converted
into a school for the juniors with Mrs Banks as Head.
Eventually a new school building was built in Grange Road and all the children
moved to this one. In 1987 there were only 26 children. The school closed at the end of
the 1988 Summer term and the village children now, like those over 100 years before
them, have to travel to surrounding villages for their education, only now most are driven
or bussed to their destination.
The Wayfinders toddlers' group meets on Tuesday afternoons for a variety of
activities; the First Choice Nursery has been established for over 11 years and provides
nursery education for children from 2 years 9 months in the Village Hall; many of the
village children go to Wootton Wawen primary school and others within the area.

-.
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RAF Snitterfield
•

The airfield was originallydeemed unsuitable because of the dip in the main runway
where it crosses the road. This embarrassment led to the dismissal of the contractor.

•

A timber and thatched cottage acljacentto the churchyard (see above) was demolished
in 1942 tno-oneprotested against this)and the road to the aiI:fieldstraightenedto allow
accessfor long, heavy vehicles (see below).

•

The road to Sniiierfield. was closed for the years when the airfield was operational,
however localpeople were known to sneak across, especiallyat night.

•

When the RAF left soon after the war, many of the buildings were used by homeless
people.
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STRATFORDCouncil first looked at possible locations for a civil airport to serve the town
in December 1933, and the Wayfield Farm site was the first to be selected. However,
another site was selected at the time and it wasn't until the pressures of war in 1940 that
land was requisitioned from Mr Hobbs (the grandfather of the present owner) and Mr Cox
of Wayfield Farm for the construction of a new airfield between Snitterfield and Bearley.
It is said that rubble from the bombing of Coventry was used for hardcore, and the
airfield was built to a high very standard. All the traffic from Snitterfield to Bearley was
diverted along the Snitterfield-Wilmcote road, and the road at the top of Bearley was
widened and diverted, necessitating the demolition of a timber and thatched cottage.
Despite all this, the three runways proved unsuitable for the American bombers
intended to be based here - the main runway had a large dip where there had once been
a pond and then a hill; and the other two runways had a steep uphill slopes. Followinga
visit by a senior American officer to inspect the airfield, he refused to accept the site and
the Clerk of Works responsible for its construction was dismissed the following day.
However, in 1943 the site was formally taken over by the RAF to become a satellite
airfield and one runway was immediately made ready for flying which duly commenced
on 28th July 1943.
There was a camp near St Mary's Church which housed 430 WAAFand nursing
personnel, and the site of airmen's, sergeants' and officers' messes is now the Bearley
Green development.
Most of the airmen posted to Snitterfield arrived at Bearley Station and walked up to
the camp with their kit - and no road signs to guide them, only a "44" sign (the airfield's
code number) at the end of the entrance lane. The station-master's daughter provided a
cafe in her cottage, but comforts on site in the cold Nissen hut quarters were few and far
between.
Italian and German prisoners-of-war lived in huts where the council houses now
stand and were put to work on completing the construction work on the airfield. The
Germans were well-liked and had the use of the church for their own service on Sunday
afternoons and in return, they took on the upkeep of the churchyard.
The Golden Cross was inevitably the venue for off-duty nights out, and a jovial cycle
home after a few beers often resulted in being knocked into the ditch. One night when a
plane crashed into the trees beyond the airfield a bedraggled and bloody pilot approached
the Control Pilot at the end of the runway who merely enquired "Fallen off your bike,
mate?" before directing him to Sick Quarters.
In July 1946 the station was "de-WAAFed"and all the remaining WAAFpersonnel
were transferred to Church Lawford near Rugby. The station was run down, and
instructors were posted away; the last of the aircraft were ferried away in early 1947.
After the war there was a huge demand for housing, and some families saw the huts
as the solution to their problem, so in September 1946 the "invasion" began. People went
and chose their hut, put their name and a "Keep Out" sign on the door, padlocked it and,
facing no resistance from the authorities, moved in. The local papers reported all this and
one came to take a photograph of the "squatters". Most of the women were pregnant and
didn't want to be in the front row showing their bumps.
The buildings were quite suitable for living in, having electric lighting and communal
toilet blocks.

used the electricity to cook on a ring which we shouldn't have done as it was
only suitable for lighting. Other people ran washing machines off the
electricity and eoentualuj all this extra use blew up the transformer and none of us
had electriciiyfor afortnight. In the beginning, as it was aUuncfftcial; we didn't
have to pay any rent. However, the squatters organised themselves and paid 10
shillings a week in. case the council took over and wanted back-rent. Eventually the
council did take over, but I can't remember what happened to this money. As the
huts were so big, the council divided them into two so that more people could live
there, and they also made the electric safe. "
'We

!:
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Considerations for the post-war use of the airfield included the possibility of using it
as a motor-racing circuit . . . Bearley residents were no doubt relieved that a site at
Silverstone was eventually selected though. In 1954 the BBC took over the airfield and
erected a network of radio masts, the station being operated by the GPO until it was
finally dismantled in 1984.
The residential part of the site was initially a temporary home for displaced persons
from Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia; home too for a party of Hungarian refugees in 1954
who feared they were being sent to a concentration camp, but who were supplied with
clothes and shoes by the people of Bearley and the local WRVS;it became a "holiday
camp" for those wanting working holidays as jobbing fruit-pickers and harvesters; and it
was briefly used as a training centre for the Women's Land Army.

A postcard which happy holiday-makers could send from Bearley Camp
In 1987 Stratford Gliding Club moved to the site. This meant clearing the perimeter
track, removing tons of rubble, opening up the road access, laying in piped water, drains
and telephones, and then erecting the new buildings ready to return the airfield to flying
status once again.
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MEMORIES

OF BEARLEY

With thanks to Pam Bamett, Peg Viggars, Mary Parsons (nee Horsley), Eileen Evason (nee
Viggars), Heather Hiatt (nee Morse), Sandra BUss (nee Siee), Doreen Smith, for sharing
their valuable memories with Sarah Evason, and to Sarahfor all her hard work. We have
divided all their thoughts into a number oj themes - everyone has contributed to each
section.

EVERYDAY LIFE
•
We returned to Warwickshire in September 1945 and came to live with my family in
Bearley in Woodlands Cottage'. The Woodlands cottage that we lived in has since been
pulled down and replaced by a house of the same name. Our cottage had 5 rooms - 3
bedrooms, 2 rooms downstairs, a pantry, and outside a wash house and toilet down the
garden. Livingin this cottage were my Mum and Dad, my brother's wife and son, my older
Sister, me and my husband, and my two younger sisters.
•
In September 1946 there were flat huts on the field with paths down to them and, in
all, there were about 17 huts on CollegeHill with families in them. There were communal
toilets in a hut which about 6 people shared. Inside it was two big rooms and we did not
have a great deal of furniture - bed, wardrobe, dressing table, table and four chairs,
Sideboard, and two armchairs. The huts had electricity but this was only suitable for
lighting. We used the electricity to cook on a ring which we shouldn't have done.
•
When my parents and I first came to Bearley we lived 'in the woods' in a Nissen Hut
which I believe were built for aerodrome workers. I can remember we kept chickens
there and a horse and cart brought our milk in chums and it was ladled out into containers.
•
We used to have an old pram and collect wood from Bearley Woods. Once we went
wooding in Farmer Patching's fields and he saw us and ordered us to take it all back and
put it where we had taken it from! Most people in Bearley had open fires in those days
and the wood helped to make the coal last longer as it was expensive.
•
My recollections of childhood in Bearley are good as they were very carefree days
and we had lots of freedom in school holidays and weekends to go around the village and
our parents did not need to worry about us. We used to go 'up the woods' on our bikes for
the day with drinks and sandwiches. In the spring the woods were full with violets,
primroses and bluebells.
•
I can't remember any trouble or vandalism. Copper Smith, from Wootton Wawen,
was the village bobby and he used to ride round on his velocette scooter which had a very
quiet engine, so you didn't hear when he was around! The only 'crimes' I can remember
were 'scrumpmg' (stealing apples) and playing chasing in a com field and flattening it
down which didn't please the farmer!
•
There were some big families - Waters's had 16 children in a two bedroom cottage.
There was no running water so we had to carry it from the well. When it rained we had
tubs that filled with water and this saved us from having to fetch it.
•
My husband and I were livingfor a time in 3 Ash Lane. Everytime we returned home at
night and switched on the light the ceilingwas coveredin beetles - I think it had once been a
bakehouse. We returned to live with my father and I watched the council houses being built

43

up from their foundations hoping that we would get one. The day I got the letter saying we had
I was so excited I nearly sent my daughter to school without any shoes on! In 1951 it was 23
shillings a week to rent and it was so differentwith so much more space.
•
My parents had been part of the group of people who being homeless after the war
had taken over RAF huts there and were known as 'squatters'. I have vague recollections
of the hut we lived in; quite spacious, 4 rooms (2 living and 2 bedrooms), a brick fireplace
built by my father, a black stove, tin bath, rag rug. Mr and Mrs Charlie Abel lived next door
and my aunty, uncle and cousin just along the path. There was a wash house and toilets
nearby, and air raid shelters which we were not supposed to go near. We had a dog,
rabbit and chickens at the bottom of the garden.
•
There wasn't much traffic up and down Bearley - I remember having a wonderful
slide in the middle of the road in front of the Vicarage - and we walked or cycled to most
places.
•
Snell's coal depot was at the station. The trains shunted the coal into the sidings
and dropped it there, and you could go and buy as much coal as you could afford - but you
had to carry it back up the road often in prams or pushchairs.
•
One night, when we were living at the Yard, we heard a terrific rumble and didn't
know what it was. The next morning we discovered a hole by our wash house (which was
opposite the houses) - it was a well that nobody knew existed and it had caved in. It was
quite deep and took lorry loads of stuff to fill in. There used to be a lot of wells around
Bearley.

The Yard (formerly known as Prospect Cottages) off Church Lane around 1908.
One of the many village wells can clearly be seen in the centre.
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CUSTOMS
•
For many years a Summer Festival was held during which the crowning of the May
Queen took place. This custom was a mixture of religious and social rites. The May Queen
was said to represent the people and the crowning was a symbol of God's blessing. Two
processions met on a mound in front of the church where previously had stood stocks,
pillory and whipping post. The May Queen was responsible for the decoration of the Mary
window in the church throughout the year.
•
The poor of the village have an ancient right to cut pea and beansticks without
payment from adjacent woodland called Bearley Waste.
•
There is a plot of land next to Bearley Waste called The Fleck'. The owner can claim
the title 'Lord of the Manor of Bearley'.

SCHOOLDAYS
•
I can remember going to two different schools in the village - one down the end of
Ash Lane almost on to the A3400; I think it was huts which I presume were left from the
war. Then the other school was at 'Bearley Camp'. I can remember the Head Teacher
Mrs Banks who seemed really old to me and Mrs Wilkinson who was my parents' age. The
only lessons I can remember at that early age were the 3 R's, Games in the playground
were skipping, hopscotch, marbles, conkers, ball games and 'tig' where somebody had to
be 'on' and the others had to catch them.
•
I went to Bearley school which opened in 1877. The Headmistress, Miss Jockin, was
very strict, and the teacher was Miss Ridell. The school was two rooms divided by a
screen. I left Bearley school when I was 11 and then had to walk to Snitterfield schooL I
only did this for 3 months because the doctor said that I wasn't strong enough to walk
there each day. so I got an exemption certificate and remained at Bearley until I was 14.
Later on I looked after the school and was always worried that I wouldn't be able to get the
big stoves for heating lit in the winter.
•
I went to the school on the Camp Site held in another RAFbuilding. It was one room,
with a class in each corner, fibre mats on the floor and a large smelly coke stove. The
teachers were Miss Clarkson and Miss Smith. We had small blackboards to work on, and
used the Happy Venture reading scheme about Dick and Dora, Nip and Fluff; we played
circle games including The Prtncess was a lovely child' and 'Old Roger is Dead' and 'Poor
Mary is A-Weeping'. Pupils also had to lie down for a rest after dinner. I can remember
someone coming in one day to tell the teacher the King had died.
•
When I was six we moved to a new council house in Oak Tree Close, but we still
walked to College Hill to school. I then went to the Junior School in School Lane. This
was also one large room divided by a screen, and had the typical Victorian high windows.
My memories of this school are chanting the times tables, a nature table and watching
the hunt go down the lane.
•
Eventually the school on Bearley Holiday Camp was opened, also an ex-RAF
building. Again I can only remember there being 2 classrooms. The desks were in rows
with the younger children being one end and the older ones at the other. The playground
was next to the Church. We seemed to have seasons for games - conkers, marbles, or
skipping. We listened to the BBC's 'Singing Together radio programme from a large speaker,
and were allowed to buy the pamphlets at the end of term. I can remember a coloured
'Child Education' picture being pinned to the board and we usually started our descriptive
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wrtting with The picture shows . . .'. Under the blackboard was a large chest known as
the drill box containing ropes, balls etc. Mrs Banks, the Head, used to stand on this to
wrtte on the board. One day, concentrating on her wrtting, she didn't notice she'd come
to the end of the box and fell off the end, her writing ending in a big erratic chalk mark
down the board. Of course we all had a quick quiet laugh, although she was not amused,
but my cousin Graham fell about laughing and couldn't stop and was kept in.
•
At the age of 4 (1955) I went to the lovelyVictorian school down School Lane. I can
still smell the coke-filled boilers and remember sitting on the little wall which housed us
in, drinking a little bottle of orange - I had orange because I didn't like milk. School Lane
school closed, and from there I went to the Bearley Camp School.
•
I remember when we were goingon a trip to a zoo that I was pushed while running for the
coach and hit my mouth on the large dinner trollies that used to stand outside the classroom.
I broke my front tooth and to this day teeth problems are the bane of my life. Afterour time at
the 'camp', a newly built school was erected in Grange Road. When I was 10 years old my
mends and I were the first pupils to attend the new school but we were only there a few
months, Mr Montgomertewas the head and dear Mrs Wilkinsonour tutor.

SHOPPING
•
Our Mum would send us to do the shopping at Mrs Knight's shop, Tudor Cottage. It
seemed as though you could buy everything there, although the shop was only little with
room for two at the counter while the rest queued on the steps outside.

There was a shop to the side of what is now Tudor Cottage, opposite the church,for many years.
•
There was a village shop built at the end of Oaktree Close where Dr Gunn from
Henley held a doctor's surgery in a room there one or two days a week. The shopkeepers
I remember are Mr and Mrs Hartwell, and Mr and Mrs Donald Edwards, who had a big
handlebar moustache! Prtor to this new shop in Oaktree Close there was a Post Office
and shop at the cottage opposite to St Mary the Virgin church. There was also a Post
Office and shop at Bearley Camp.

46

•
The shop and post office was at Tudor Cottage which had steps at the side. My
grandfather used to send me to get his tobacco and sometimes he let me keep the
half-penny change and I thought I was rich. (You could get 4 ounces of sweets for a
penny).
•
I went to Sunday School and chapel and we had tea parties on Cade Hill and played
games. Mrs Knight, who ran the shop at Tudor Cottage, brought chocolate biscuits which
were a treat because they were rationed. The shop at Tudor Cottage was small and you
had to queue down the steps to be served. They would get the tins off the shelf and dust
them before giving them to you, and cut the cheese etc. Mrs Knight and her sister,
Miss Harrison, ran it. When the council houses were built the shop moved to its present
position and Mrs Knight's daughter and son-in-law, Edna and John Hartwell, ran it.
•
Back in the 50s there used to be a shop opposite the church and I think the 'Hartwells'
ran it. I had a paper round when I was 15 years old which entailed riding my bicycle up to
the Top Farms where Hobbs and Patchings were and then around the Horse Shoe and
back down to Oak Tree Close - what a round!

WORK IN THE VILLAGE
•
In the autumn time some of the local women did 'spud bashing' down Ash Lane. In
school holidays all the children went along as well with sandwiches and flasks. The
women had to pick up the potatoes as the farmer went along on the tractor digging them
up it was very hard back breaking work and it was also 'piece work' i.e. they were paid so
much per bag of potatoes picked. An amusing incident I can remember is when Barry
Warner fell into a cess pit near the field where his mother was potato picking. Fortunately
he was rescued by someone and quickly taken home to be put in the bath as he didn't
smell too good!
•
There was quite a bit of work in the village. I delivered papers all round the village
for £1.50 a week. I'd get up at 6.00 a.m., deliver the papers, take my son to school, go up
to stamp eggs at the egg grading station (in an ex-RAF building), come back down at
dinner time on my bike, fetch my son from school, give him his dinner, take him back to
school, go back to stamp eggs, and come back to fetch him from school. Our Dad was the
road man around Bearley and the surrounding area for some years. He had to trim
verges, clear gutters etc. Other jobs I had around the village were potato, sugar beet and
blackcurrant picking.

Egg stampers taking a break:
Joan Slee, Heather Hiatt,
Jean Davies, Mrs Stevens,
Peg Viggars, Meg Fryat

Photograph kindly loaned by Heather Hiatt
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•
My father delivered coal around Bearley and Snitterfield for Mr Hawkes from the
Golden Cross Pub in a horse and dray. The horse was called Dick.
•
When I left school I went into service and worked for Major Collins at Manor Cottage
for 4 years. I got 7/6d a week working 8.30 - 12.00 and 2.00 - 8.00, Monday to Friday. He
was involved with the British Legion and I sold poppies for him on Bearley Station at
7 o'clock in the morning.
•
When Bearley Holiday Camp was opened, people used to arrive off the buses and
trains on the Stratford road with heavy cases and facing a long walk up to the village.
Local boys used to have home-made wooden trucks, meet the buses and, for a fee, pull
the cases up the road.
•
There were several opportunities for work in the village for the mothers - I can
remember being taken potato and blackcurrant picking; there was an egg-grading station
in Bearley woods, where the women stamped lions on to trays of eggs, then later in huts
on what is now Bearley Green there was a small factory packing car parts for the motor
industry (Saunders).

LEISURE TIME
•
Opposite to 'Bearley Camp' we had our very own playing field built with swings,
slides, seesaw, etc. On the one side of this area is a large oak tree believed to be about
800 years old. We played there a lot as children and I presume that is where the name
Oaktree Close came from. 'Bearley Camp' had a large ballroom where dances were held.
Another building was made into a 'club' room for drinking and games such as billiards and
darts. 'Bearley Camp' in those days was the social hub of the village.
•.
If a man from the Btrminqtuun. Gazette came round to your house and you could show
him a copy of the paper he would give you a ten shilling note. Well one day he called at
Miss Jockin's home, The Cott, but of course she wasn't in as she was at schooL So he
called on my mother. She had the ten shilling note and gave him four new laid eggs.
•
We seemed to have a lot of freedom as children. We played in Bearley woods (full of
primroses) while our mothers worked at the egg grading station and we always played in
the roads on Oak Tree Close as there were very few cars.
•
I can remember going to tea parties in the W.L hut, which was just past the church
round the horseshoe, and I think we had one there for the Coronation, when the children
were all given a medal.
•
The RAF had a cinema which the public could go to and we went twice a week for
Is 3d. There were dances once a week. Once a month social evenings and dances were
held in the manor barn to which everybody in the village seemed to go so it would get very
crowded - if you didn't get there early and put your coat on a chair you'd have to stand for
the rest of the evening.
•
On V.E. Day the RAF camp was opened up and they let the villagers walk around it,
and the surrounding woods for the first time as we had not been allowed to before. It was
immaculate and the bluebells in the woods looked a picture. To celebrate the end of the
war in Europe we had a bonfire in our garden which the RAFhelped us to light because it
was so wet. There was also a huge bonfire held by the RAF on the airfield to which all the
villagers were invited.
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•
As a child I recall playing on the building site opposite No. 14 where more council
houses were being built. Having two sisters to play with was great but I did have a
tendency to want to play with the boys and recall falling down a 'manhole' near the local
shop when I was about 8 years old.
•
I can remember wishing that I could live in the Manor House where fetes were held
in the summer by Lord and Lady Young.
•
When I was 14 years old I recall a circus coming to the village on the green. I
remember exactly how old I was because it was here I had my first kiss.
•
I cycled to whist drives in other villages and to Stratford to go shopping or to the
pictures. Often we would walk to Stratford and back and we'd look in the gutter for some
money - though we never found any. There were regular whist drives in the village - in
the W.I. hut and on College Hill. There were also pantomimes on College Hill. Also, for
entertainment, I went to the Dun Cow for a shandy and sing-song round the piano. At the
Festival of Britain celebrations in 1951 my sister, Mollie, was a maid of honour for the
queen in the village. The celebrations for this went on for a week with different things
each day - sports, whist drives, dances. Bearley had its own danceband with Mr Entwhistle
who played, I think, the saxophone, and others! Bearley also had its own football team
run by Jack Homsby.

A photograph thought to show Bearley's Festival of Britain celebrations in 1951
•
I remember snow boarding when we had real winter's snow. There's a field half way
up Grange Road on the left we called the "bomb drop one" - when it snowed we would take
a tray to the "bomb drop" and whizz down the slope at a rate of knots. At the top of the field
lies the Blue Bell wood, its name is a great description of it and beyond the wood lies the
rail track where my friend, Christine Waters, and I would walk or cycle and watch the
trains go by to Leamington or Stratford.
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THE CHURCHES

•
Opposite is the lovely small church of St Mary the Virgin where every Sunday
morning was spent at Sunday SchooL Dr. Dalton was in attendance and I loved playing
the organ and sitting outside on the summer mornings reading. My father Gerald's ashes
are booed in Bearley churchyard and although I am not a believer in many aspects of the
church, when I visit Dad I am always full of good memories and feel at peace.
•
In 1932 I was confirmed in the old Coventry Cathedral. Being confirmed and also
because of good attendance I was able to be the May Queen one year at Bearley Festival.
The May Queen was crowned by the vicar, then there was a church service followedby a
procession round the village led by St George on a horse. We then returned to the Church
where the vicar closed the service before we all went to the Manor (before this it had been
held at the Vicarage) where there were sideshows, hooplas, skittles, teas and dancing.
There was also maypole dancing which we learnt each night when we came out of schooL
The Festivals were such fun and it was a shame that they were finished by one of the
vicars because everyone got together and enjoyed themselves.
•
My family were Methodists and we always went to the little Chapel in Ash Lane.
This was reached by going along the footpath in front of the Miss Cowpers cottage. The
Chapel was quite small and plain with just a cross over the alter. There was a brick
fireplace at the front on the right, in which the fire burned in winter. On the left there
was a small organ. A door on the right at the front led to a very dark and damp vestry, the
bank and bushes outside blocking out most of the light. There was a cast iron fireplace in
here, never used, a large chest in which were books and cups, a table and a large picture
'1 am the light of the world'. The vestry had a very fusty smell and the only other room was
a small earthen closet which always smelled of Jeyes Fluid. We went regularly to Sunday
School. and every year took part in the Scripture Union Exam, and also entered the
Circuit Youth Festival at Stratford - for this we did handwriting, embroidery etc. On the
day of the festival we all went on the train to Stratford Chapel where there were competitions
for solo singing, verse speaking etc. One year our small choir won by singing 'For All the
Saints'. The singing and speaking competitions were judged by Denne Gilkes. Mrs
Knight and Miss Harrison who lived in Tudor Cottage, which was at one time the village
shop, were very involved in the Chapel and Sunday SchooL My own father Arthur Viggars
also helped run the Chapel and later took over the Sunday School.

THE EFFECTS OF WAR
•
During World War II the airfield and camp were built so the village changed quite a
bit. Huts for the Air Force were built on College Hill (Belgium area), Dipwell (down Ash
Lane) and Oak Tree Close. I don't recall anyone complaining or being concerned about
this. A new road was built and a thatched cottage had to be bulldozed down to make way
for it. I watched it being knocked down and it was sad. When the Air Force was there we
could go to their cinema and club for a drink.
•
It was scary during the war and you could tell the time by the bombers as they
always came over at 7 o'clock at night. You could tell where they were going as they
would go one side for Coventry and the other side for Birmingham. One night we heard
rifles going off and when it was quiet we opened the door and saw bonfires all around they were incendiary bombs. Many of my relatives from Birmingham and Coventry came
out of the cities at night and slept on our floor. We could tell by the thud when the bombs
dropped. One morning we were looking out of the window with my uncle when a German
plane flew by, we could clearly see the swastika. It went and machine-gunned the
searchlight which was on the top of Pathlow.
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•
It was 1944 and the RAF camp had been built. By Woodlands Cottage there was
barbed wire, a guard hut and a big wooden barrier dropped across the road. This cut off
the main road through to Snitterfield and those wanting to pass had to identify who they
were and say where they were going etc. The only one I remember using it regularly was
the milkman, Mr Evetts, with his horse, (Nobby)'and his milk float.
•
Italian and German prisoners of war were kept down Dipwell and Wood Lane, and
were taken to work in lorries. There were displaced persons - Latvians, Lithuanians, and
Poles - and they also worked on the land.

Mr Vivian Bird, writer, jownalist and local historian, now in his 90s and living in Hall Green,
Birmingham served at the Pathlow searchlight site during the war. In an article published in the
Sunday Mercwy in 1965, he recalled those days as he took a walk across the fields behind
Bearley:

Nearly a quarter of a century earlier 1 remembered the bitter winter of 1940-41 when I
lived in that field on a searchlight detachment during the Midlands blitz.
What a hell that particular site was. Compensatory sleep during the day for nights
in action against the Luftwffe was unheard of. All day we dug emplacements in rain,
sleet and snow; all night our three beams pierced the cold windy darkness seeking out
Heinkels and Junkers.
Yet a certain nostalgia for the friends of those days swept over me as 1 picked
my cowslips among the verdant turf we once cursed so heartily . . . I remembered the
game of cards that ended hurriedly in a shower of incendiary bombs, the chessboard we
pored over by the light of a Tilley lamp. I even tried to identify the spot where, in deep
snow, I shared a tent with Jeff Coleman - and a fieldmouse which crept nightly into my
blankets for warmth when I wasn't out manning those accursed lights.
His memories of Christmas
Warwickshire Christmas":

L

that year are published

in David Green's anthology

"A

It is an army custom that on Christmas Day the officerswait on the men. Our Christmas
dinner had been laid on at the Navigation Inn at Wootton Wawen and we wanted for
nothing.
. . . My friend Jim later told me that I followedthe troop officer round and drained
each jettisoned glass. Even so, I was one of few sober soldiers piling into the three-ton
truck which took us back to the Pathlow searchlight site in time for the customary "Stand
To" at dusk.
. . . It was just as well that manning the equipment was dispensed with on that
particular night. The searchlight would probably have accomplished as zigzag a course
skyward as the soldiers in that "Stand To" line on the ground. So the rest of the evening
was free, except for guard duty, and Jim expressed an urgent need to cycle to the Golden
Cross at Bearley at the bottom of Pathlow Hill. Fearing that he would have sustained
grievous harm, and although giving away a couple of stone and several gallons of alcohol,
1 managed to dissuade him. So he repaired instead to his sleeping hut and there he
produced a bottle of whisky. "I didn't so much buy it as come by it," he said in answer to
my enquiry. For a while it seemed to put him to sleep until suddenly . . . he shot out a
long leg and kicked over the red-hot stove. The stove pipe fell out of the roof, mercifully
missing everybody, but burning coals flew on to the bed where George Wood was sleeping
off the day's indulgence.
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I remember ...
· .. Going up Muddy Lane to the field at the top sitting among the cowslips having a nature
study lesson.
· .. Climbing the old oak tree by the Manor.
· .. Walking to the aqueduct which usually had a gypsy caravan parked on the grass verge
with the washing strung along the road.
· .. Dr Gunn's surgery in the small bedroom in Bearley Shop.
· .. Copper Smith patrolling the village on his motor bike. You could hear him coming up
the lane and used to run like mad even though you were not doing anything wrong.
· . . The 'Mop' coming to the village. At the end of the evening moving the dodgem cars and
people rock-and-rolling to the music.
· .. A fund-raising football match around 1966. The men dressed as women, women
dressed as footballers. I think it was to raise money for the village football team or the
playing field.
· .. The camp being made into a holiday camp, the huts were painted in bright colours.
· .. Methodist Sunday School outing to College Farm with Mr and Mrs Richardson.
had tea, played games and looked over the farm .

We

. The smell of the grass dryer.
. Potato picking sitting on a flat tractor and trailer with galvanised buckets.

Bearley, as everywhere else, will never be the same again.
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SUMMARY
Traffic
Speeding traffic is seen as Bearley's biggest single problem, throughout the village. Action
must be taken in applying speed restrictions and in ENFORCINGthem. A sea-change in
public attitude (as with drink-driving) will help in the long-term, but in the meantime, all
residents should monitor their own speed. Perhaps the 98% who would support action to
improve road safety should unite and take action.
If Bearley actively pursues traffic calming measures, it is essential that the Parish
Council discusses the effectiveness of schemes in other villages in the area order to
ensure that high-running emotions and public perceptions of what SHOULDwork do not
distract from the practicalities of what actually DOES work.

Public Transport
If people are to be encouraged to "leave their cars at home" bus and train companies
running to and from Bearley will need to make significant improvements in their service.
Both bus and train services are seen as unreliable and expensive options. Most
people with a chotec prefer the flexibilityof their own car. As fuel prices rise and with the
increasing likelihood of taxes being levied on cars driving into larger towns and cities,
public transport must take on the challenge of addressing the needs of rural areas - as
well as attracting the increasing number of home-buying AB1s who choose to live there.
With the closure of the village shop it has never been more important that Bearley
has an affordable and reliable bus service, especially for those who also say that their
health is already affected by lack of access to healthcare providers. With pensions and
benefits due to be paid directly into bank accounts, this may once again threaten the
viability of the Post Office, leaving some residents without direct access to cash facilities.
Stratford-on-Avon Rural Transport Partnership was formed in 1999 "to promote
SOCial inclusion by enhancing rural transport services and securing long-term
improvement in accessibility to jobs, services and social activity". The Partnership has a
grant of £250,000 to achieve this. In turn, they can award delegated funds of up to £3,000
to develop small-scale transport schemes. They are based at the Council offices at
Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV37 6HX.

Housing and Other Development
It is not only Bearley's current residents who appreciate its location. The rural
environment is also considered to be a very important aspect of life in the village and any
future building developments in the village must be considered very carefully. However,
as with most villages, more affordable or SOCial/rented housing is needed to help the
young/first-time buyers/low-waged/unwaged/newly
Single/elderly downsizers to stay
within Bearley and close to family support.
While the volume of traffic and the disturbance that it causes is regarded as a major
problem, more commercial
activity would be cautiously welcomed in the village,
bringing employment and reducing the need to travel.
Warwickshire Rural Housing Association provides small-scale housing developments
for people on low incomes - often on "exception sites" (land which would not normally
receive planning consent). They work closely with parish councils.
The development of additional retail facilities would be welcomed and can be
pursued through a Community Services Grant.
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56

Police
The perceived lack of police presence and poor police service is of great concern to
those who feel vulnerable. An effective Neighbourhood Watch scheme is important
and by reporting crime, if any, in the area in the Beacon, can reassure people that
crime is relatively low, or to be guarded against anything specific.. Also, the village's
biggest perceived problem - speeding traffic - requires police monitoring initially to
identify the scale of the problem, before sending out officers with a speed gun.
The Police nationally are currently enthusiastically endorsing self-financing speed
cameras whereby fines paid by offending motorists pay for the speed cameras. There
are now mobile speed cameras on the A3400 and expansion of the scheme would be
welcomed. Warwickshtre Police will be releasing 34 officers from motorway traffic
duty in order to target troublespots in the county, including speeding in rural areas
and anti-burglary campaigns. (Stratford Herald. 16.02.01)

Leisure
Bearley is very fortunate in its new and spacious Village Hall, and it should be promoted
outside the village in order to attract leisure and educational activities for all ages.
The Council for Voluntary Services is producing a directory of all village halls/venues
available for bookings and Bearley should be included in this.
Over a hundred people would welcome a variety of leisure activities in the village
and there are people who say they are prepared to organise these.
The needs and interests of Bearley's elderly and aging population should be met bearing in mind that many are a long way from needing a Stannah stairlift!
Bored youngsters are likely to turn to minor vandalism, and at times make the
playgrounds no-go areas for the younger children simply by hanging around there.
They need transport to activities in Stratford/Alcester/Henley
and/or help from
respected adults in organising their own activities within the village.
Bearley is very fortunate to have two well-equipped playgrounds for children under
12, as well as numerous footpaths from the village which are well-used by rambling
clubs from a wide area.

Around Bearley
Action should be taken to combat the hazard of on-street parking, in particular where
access for emergency vehicles is dangerously restricted at certain times.
There is a great willingness to recycle and more should be made of this. Biffa's
re-awarded refuse collection contract will include opportunities for residents to recycle
glass and paper as well as a green bag for vegetation - a step in the right direction.
(Stratford Herald 09.03.01).
There is scope for improvements for pedestrians, especially lowering kerbs at
crossing points.

History

I,

Time and lack of expertise have limited the research into the more distant history of
the village in particular some of the older buildings. Some of the books mentioned in
the Acknowledgements have delved deeper into various aspects of the village's past,
and there is a great deal more of interest to be discovered about the social and economic
history of what has made Bearley - located close to an ancient Roman commercial
route, crossing point of road, rail and canal, source of folklore and legend. And what of
those who say that the suffix "ley"has nothing to do with Anglo-Saxon pastureland, but
that such places have links with mystical ley lines ...
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Action Plan
MUCHof the future progress of many of the village's issues may need to be initiated by the
Parish Council and those involved with the Village Hall in bringing external organisations
and residents together with relevant groups within the village. The main forum for this is to
be the launch of the Appraisal itself when many of the relevant organisations below will be
invited to be represented in person or via leaflets/posters. It is hoped to identify a number
of potential facilitators within the village, and by establishing an initial enthusiastic and
successful meeting this will then lead to Bearley residents driving things on independently.
The host of the Appraisal launch will report on the event in the next Bearley Beacon, and
thereafter the identified (potential) leaders of new initiatives will be contacted by the Editor
to report on their progress in the Beacon. Progress on the Action Plan will be reviewed
regularly by the Parish Council with particular emphasis on the village's achievements and
those areas which have not yet commenced action. The Action Plan should be read in
conjunction with the more detailed information contained within the Summary.
Analysis
on pages

Issue to be
addressed
Success/progress of
Action Plan

Avenues to
explore
Parish Council to review at each
meeting

3

Social needs of
pensioners

Suggestion box at Lunch Club
and other existing activities to
generate initial ideas.

3/10-11

Care needs of
pensioners

3/ 17

Affordable housing
for existing villagers
who wish to stay in
Bearley,

3-4

Consideration of
future building
developments.

!

Useful
Contacts

•

Rob Townsend
(Community Education)
01926413427.
• Age Concern
01789205059.
Establish formal Good Neighbour See above.
scheme (list of contacts and help • Also South
they can offer).
Warwickshire
Community Health
Make it easy to volunteer, e.g.
Council 01789263222.
hospital drivers.
• Council for Voluntary
Service 01789 298115.
Ensure availability of
• Health, communication,
information, e.g. additional
transport, information
contacts listed in each issue of
organised by Senior
Beacon.
Citizens Action
Network. 01789 260108.
Liaison with SDC Planning and
• John Gordon,
Housing departments.
Development &
Enabling Officer
01789260843.
• Warwickshire Rural
Housing Association
01530411877.
Parish Council to look into
• Count.rystde Agency
Village Design Statement in order
0124252138l.
to produce village-based design
guidance to ensure SDC Planning
has to take Bearley's needs into
consideration.
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Useful
Contacts

Analysis
on pages

Issue to be
addressed

Avenues to
explore

4/7-8

Dangers of crossing
A3400

Parish Council to ask WCCto
assess possible options and
castings.

4

The needs of
current/potential
bus users

4/10-11

The needs of
current / potential
train users

Liaise with bus companies
serving the village:
• Stagecoach Midland Red
01788535555;
• Pete's Travel
Parish Council to look into Parish
0121 5053245;
Transport Grant (funding for
• Travel West Midlands
such things as community
0121 2002700;
transport/ taxi sharing
• WelcombeGarages
schemes/ attracting local bus
01789204393.
services/ cycling projects)
• Warwickshire Traveline
08706082608.
• Stratford-on-Avon Rural
Transport Partnership,
01789260132.
More information needed on
• Central Trains
specific problems.
0121654 1200.
• Thames Trains
Improve dangerous exit from
01189083678.
station.
• Highways Dept at WCC
01926412421.

7

Dangerous Grange
Road parking
situation.

Parish Council to keep under
review and discuss with
emergency services.

5-10

Problems created by
use of Snitterfie1d
Road as short-cut
from A3400 to A46

Liaison with County Councillor
Mr Richard Hobbs.

More information needed on what
are the specific problems of
timetables/fares/ disabled access,
and how they can be improved.

•

Traffic Management
WCC01926 412404.

•

PC Robert Shaw
07979 704373.
Alcester Police
01789 762207.
Traffic Management
WCC01926 412404.

Initiate traffic calming measures
between Bear1eyand Snitterfield.
Revisit option (discussed at
Appraisal's public meeting) of
preventing traffic turning right off
A46 at top end of Snitterfield.

8-10

l

Excessive driving
speeds through
village

Bearley residents to take
responsibility for their own
actions and keep at/below speed
limit.
Parish Council to continue to
monitor schemes in other villages
and assess potential viable/ costeffectiveoptions.
Police to be asked to monitor
speeding through the village.
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10

Problem locations
for pedestrians

Provide map at Appraisal launch
on which residents can identify
main areas of difficulty.

•

Adult education
needs.

Invite Warwickshire College and
WCC Community Education to
Appraisal Iaunch to gauge likely
areas of interest.

•

•

10

Useful
Contacts

•

Traffic Management
01926 412404.

wec

Warwickshire College
01926318000.
WCC Community
Education
01926412415.
Sheila Osgood Council
for Voluntary Service
01789298115.

10

Promotion of Village
Hall

The Village Hall is already full
several times during the week
When additional educational/
social requirements established,
leaders to liaise with Village Hall
Management Committee to plan
effective timetable.

11

Good Neighbour
Scheme

Establish and maintain list of
contacts and help they are able
to offer. Possibly an offshoot of
Neighbourhood Watch scheme
with local co-ordinators network
already established.

Neighbourhood
Watch Scheme
(NHW)
Perception of police

Recently re-established and
working effectively.

•

Village co-ordinator
John Horton 731029

Encourage village organisations
to maintain close links directly
with Community Policeman.

•

PC Robert Shaw
07979704373.
Alcester Police
01789762207.

I
11

11

•

Invite Sector Commander to
Parish Council or hold open
meeting for villagers to air views.
Parish Council to request speed
limit monitoring.
NHWto liaise with PC Shaw and
report crime figures in Beacon.
11-12

Maintain village
shop/Post Office
facilities

Village residents to support
existing Post Office.
Maintain awareness of facilities
available via Bearley Beacon.
Investigate alternative retail
possibilities for the village.
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•

•
•

Vital Villages 0117 974
6265 / 08703330170.
Village Retail Services
Association (ViRSA)
01305259384.
Warwickshire Rural
Community Council
01926499596.

Analysis
on pages

Issue to be
addressed

Avenues to
explore

13/17

The needs of young
people.

Invite representatives of relevant
organisations to Appraisal launch
to gauge interest and assess
possibilities ofViUageHall.

12-13

Additional social
facilities

Useful
Contacts

•
•

Liaison with bus companies
offeringlate-night services.

•

Invite SDC Sports and Arts
officers to Appraisallaunch to
promote facilities/ equipment
they have available and to gauge
interest among villagers.

•

•
•
•

I
13

14-15

Recycling
opportunities

Improvements to
rights of way.

Stratford District Council are
about to launch greater
opportunities for recycling.
Villagers must support these
initiatives to make them work.

•

Establish a team (local dog
walkers?) to assess requirements.

•

•

Warwickshire Assoc. of
Youth Clubs
01926450156.
Depot Bus
0178929309l.
Youth Music
0207841 0800.
Sports Development
Officer 01789260639.
Fiona Clayton SDC Arts
Officer (young people,
rural areas)
01789260637.
Lucy Grove, Grants
01789 260694.
Ken Wiggett, Landscape
& Recreation SDC
01789260631.
Bob Anderson, SDC
Refuse & Street
Cleansing 01789 20612
Chris Dobson, SDC
Waste Management
01789 260641.
wee Countryside
Recreation
01926413427.

Provide map at Appraisal launch
on which residents can identify
main areas of difficulty.
15

Make it easy to get
involved, and
perceived to be
worthwile.

Involve outside organisations
whose enthusiasm and expertise
in conservation will inspire
villagers to take care of the
environment.

•

•

See also the social needs of
young people - involve them too.

Warwickshire Wildlife
Trust
01203308979.
British Trust for
Conservation
Volunteers
01926430574.

Train specialists, eg tree officers.
16

Additional
commercial activity.

More commercial activity in the
village (bringing employment and
reducing the need to travel)
would be welcomed by many
people.

•
•

•

WCC - Wanuickshire County Council.

SDC - Stratford District Council
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Business Link
0345 124600.
SDC Economic
Development
01789260102.
Business in the
Community
0870 600 2482.
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