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The grass went brown, the trees started to lose their leaves but the sun shone for the annual Bearley Village Fete 
in July and (after some very welcome rain) for the 6 gardens open for the National Gardens Scheme (NGS) charity 
at the beginning of August. Residents and visitors to Cedar Lawns, the care home on the A3400, also enjoyed the 
sunshine for their Garden Party in July (see article on page 31).

The Fete was a success thanks as ever to the hard work of the Friends of Bearley Village committee and the 
volunteers who helped on the day. The Open Gardens also meant lots of hard work all through the year by the 
folk who owned the gardens, and also a huge effort by all who made cakes, helped with the teas, took the money, 
manned the car park, decorated the church and did all the other jobs needed to make the day enjoyable to all the 
visitors from near and far. We will let you know in the next edition of the Beacon how much money was raised, both 
for the NGS charities and for the village.

The Bible Readathon in June in St James’ Church, Snitterfield, was very much enjoyed by all the readers, supervisors 
and listeners, and even by those who had to read long and difficult names from the Old Testament, at speed, in 
the middle of the night! Special thanks and congratulations must go to Joan Wilkinson whose idea it was and who 
organised the event.

Have you noticed the 30 mph signs on the wheelie bins which the residents of Snitterfield Road put out every Monday 
night/Tuesday morning?  You can’t miss them, and we think it is encouraging motorists to slow down. 

Once again, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon, 
those who distribute it and special thanks to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.

The November Beacon is the last one of the year so don’t forget to let me know about any Christmas events in 
the village. Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail 
bearleybeacon@aol.com or phone 01789 730507.

The copy date for the November 2018 Issue is 30th September 2018.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article/advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page   £20.00
¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page   £8.50
¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Date Event 
Venue Time

2nd Tuesday Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm – 4pm

2nd Thursday Bearley WI 
Village Hall 7.30pm

Sat 6th Oct Bearley Rubbish Friends Bearley Green 2pm - 4pm

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. If you 
would like anything included please email the Parish 
Clerk, Nicola Everall at bearleypc@outlook.com 

Save the 
date!



Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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ParishCouncilReport
The Parish Council met on Monday 23 July 2018 and a summary of the minutes of that meeting is as follows:

To approve the Minutes of the Annual Meeting and an Ordinary Meeting held on 14 May 2018
The minutes of the Annual Meeting and the Ordinary Meeting held on 14 May 2018 were taken as read, 
confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

County and District Council Liaison
Councillor Mrs Anne Parry had submitted her apologies, but she had asked the Clerk to remind members 
regarding the Community Grant Fund, the deadline of which was the 31 August 2018.  Cllr Parry was also 
awaiting an update regarding the Pedestrian Refuge. Cllr S Lawton had also submitted his apologies but 
had notified the Clerk that he would provide an update in the near future.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)
The Chairman reported that Simon Ward, Chairman of the NPSG, had asked a professional editor to help 
edit the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. The editing was expected to be completed by the end of July. An NPSG 
meeting will be arranged to discuss the plan.

Avon Planning Services had finalised the Green Space Designations Report and the Parish Council and 
NPSG would write to the private landowners of the designated green space as soon as the draft plan was 
discussed by NPSG.

Warwickshire Rural Housing Association (WRHA) and Warwickshire Rural Community 
Council (WRCC)
The Chairman and Cllr R Le Page had met with WRHA and WRRC on 28 June 2018 regarding the proposed 
plans for affordable housing.  The Chairman had prepared a draft statement, which indicated the due 
planning process and consultation followed by the parties and resolution of community comments. The 
statement is aimed to provide the background information to the SDC planners in relation to the planning 
application.  The Chairman was to contact Sarah Brooke-Taylor to progress the matter. The statement was 
agreed by members of the Parish Council.

To Receive an Update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club 
It was understood that the Gliding Club had submitted a planning application and the Parish Council would 
have sight of the application once it had been validated with the Planning Authority.
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To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that the works to clear the area under the railway bridge were to commence 
on 24 July 2018.

Website
The Clerk confirmed that she was now in possession of the passwords for the website and was keeping the 
website up to date. The Clerk was also to arrange a training session for members at the Village Hall. The 
Chairman was to forward photos to the Clerk for addition to the website.

Grass Verges
It was reported that Mr J Inman had repaired the grass verge near Tudor Cottage on Snitterfield Road.

Play Areas
The Clerk was to make arrangements for the annual inspection of the Play Areas to take place in 
September.

Overgrown Vegetation 
Cllr A Spiller raised concern regarding overgrown vegetation at the alleyway on Snitterfield Road to 
Oaktree Close, and the Clerk was asked to contact WCC to address the matter.

Speed Watch
The Clerk was to progress the matter and contact Snitterfield Parish Council with a view to sharing the cost 
of a speed gun and merging a Speed Watch Group. Additionally, the 30mph stickers which were being 
distributed to households on Snitterfield Road, had been received positively by the majority of residents.

Grit Bins
The Clerk was still waiting for a response from the Highways Department at WCC.

Finance Report
Payments made since last meeting – none
Payments received since last meeting - none
Income/expenditure year to date – noted

Request for Funding
Friends of Bearley Park had submitted a request for funding of £570 for the purchase of a pressure washer, 
to enable the organisation to carry out charity car washes to raise funds for the park. The Clerk was 
requested to seek further information from the organisation and report to the September meeting of the 
Parish Council.
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Additional Notice Board
The Clerk confirmed that the Highways Department had no objection to an additional notice board on 
Snitterfield Road, following the request from Friends of Bearley Village (FoBV). FoBV were intending to 
meet the cost of purchase, installation and maintenance.

Planning Matters
“18/01927/FUL – The Beeches, Snitterfield Road. Change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian” 
to allow the horses the benefit of additional recreational activities such as exercising and riding rather than 
just grazing. The Parish Council made no representation to the application.

Village Hall 
Cllr R Le Page reported that the scaffolding was now in place to enable the works to the roof to take place. 
The works were expected to be within budget. A new dishwasher had been installed and the Village Hall 
Management Committee were to apply for funding from the Community Grant for the purchase of a new 
website. New chairs would be required in the near future to replace the current chairs which were beginning 
to look rundown. 

Clerk to the Council: Nicola Everall. Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ
Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727 Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

Date of Next Meeting: 24 September 2018

There has been a Lunch Club in the village 
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all 
our members and helpers who have made it so 
much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the 
Village Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, 
ice-cream and soft drinks).You don’t have to be 
a Senior Citizen to join us, so please come along 
– don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 
Gwen Smith

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub
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SLOW DOWN!
Here is a copy of a recent letter from the Parish Council to people living in Snitterfield Road

Dear Snitterfield Road resident
Last year, following a request from Bearley Parish Council to Warwickshire County Council, the speed limit 
through Bearley on Snitterfield Road was reduced from 40mph to 30 mph.

Although this has helped with the speeding issue, there are still many cars speeding through the village at 
well over 30mph. This is especially the case during morning and evening rush hours.

The Parish Council is supporting several measures to help reduce speeds. Firstly, the police will be holding 
more speed checks in the village. Secondly, we hope to find sufficient volunteers to operate a Community 
Speedwatch operation (See page 36, July Bearley Beacon). 

The third measure we are introducing to impress on drivers that we are a village that is united in our 
efforts to make Bearley a safer village, is to ask Snitterfield Road residents to stick 30mph posters on their 
wheelie bins. We realise that these will only be seen on Tuesdays, but many of the speeding drivers are 
serial offenders who pass through every morning and evening. The message to these drivers is that we are 
watching them, and we are, as a village, making a stand against them.

We are offering 4 stickers to each household on Snitterfield Road within the 30mph zone, and would ask 
you to place one sticker on each side of your grey-lidded bin and one on each side of your blue-lidded bin. 
When it comes to bin day, please put your bins out early to catch the morning traffic, and if possible leave 
them out until the evening. Please put the 30mph bin as close as possible to the road, but without blocking 
the pavement (see below).

With thanks for your 
anticipated co-operation.

Bearley  Parish Council

June 100 Club Draw:

1st  Martin Ridehalgh  (No: 110) 

2nd  William Barker  (No: 70)

3rd  June Callaghan  (No: 66)

July 100 Club Draw:

1st  Silvia Orton ( No: 17)

2nd  Rosa Stanbury (No: 74)

3rd  Barrie Barker  (No: 70)

100Club

Jo Wall   Chairman & Treasurer 

Thank you for your continuing support.

August will be the last month’s draw for the year, so the subscriptions will be due for 
renewal at the beginning of September for the September draw. We do hope you will 
continue to support our fundraising projects.

The June meeting of the Flower Club, on the second 
Tuesday of the month, was the last meeting before the 
summer holidays and was an arrangement of Roses with 
a base of woven china grass set in a square container.

Jo Wall

BearleyFlowerClub



10 11

BearleyFete Saturday 14th July

Another baking hot day provided the perfect weather for the 
2018 Bearley Summer Fayre and Fete held in the village hall 
and round the sports field.
Inside the hall were the usual craft stalls as well as the cake stall, tombola, book stall and the refreshments. 
Outside in the sun was a very welcome van serving locally made Henley Ice Cream. Peter Wall manned the 
BBQ, and Gill and David Groom were behind the plant stall. There were lots of outdoor children’s games as 
well as the vintage cars. The local Fire Brigade came in their engine to offer advice for making homes safe.
The produce show in the marquee had a delightful Floral Summer Garden Competition won by Christine 
Drake.

All of this was only possible because of the hard work over many months by the committee of Friends of 
Bearley Village. Special thanks to Jo and Peter Wall for co-ordinating the day and making it such a happy 
event for the village.

Sadly, we have to report that the next day, Sunday 15th July, Jo and Peter discovered that the printed 
posters on the A3400 had been stolen, as well as the 6 steel pigtail pins holding them down. Together these 
cost several hundred pounds.

Editor
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Bearley Craft & Produce Show
The Longest Straightest Carrot 1st: Joe Passalacqua

The Best Cucumber 
1st: Joe Passalacqua

3 Courgettes (same size/any colour) 1st: Peter Wall

  
2nd: Peter Wall

  
3rd: Joe Passalacqua

3 Garden Flowers 
1st: Jo Wall

  
2nd:  Peter Wall

  
3rd: Jo Wish

5 Sweet Pea Flowers 
1st: Margaret Passalacqua 

  
2nd: Peter Wall

  
3rd: Jo Wall

3 Roses 
1st: Jo Wall

The Ugliest/Funniest Vegetable 1st: Joe Passalacqua 

The Best Victoria Jam Sandwich. No Entries 

A5 Photograph Summer Scene in Bearley. 1st: Jo Wall

  
2nd: Jo Wall

Children’s Competition

A5 Photograph of Your Pet 1st: Monty Prince 

  
2nd: Ella Hampson

  
3rd: Ewan Hampson

Floral Summer Garden Design. 1st: Christine Drake

  
2nd: Jo Le Page

  
3rd: Jill Lillie

A BIG Thank You to our Judges, Graham & Sue Musson and Kath Graham.

MONEY TAKEN

Raffle £274.00
Plants £117.32
Refreshments & Cakes £216.66
Tombola £184.00
BBQ £267.00
Snipes Bowls £30.20
Donations £61.00
Stall Hire £130.00
TOTAL  £1,280.18

EXPENSES

Raffle Prize (Bistro Set & Cushions) £58.00
Plant Stall (Pots & Plants) £26.30
Outdoor Children’s Games £131.93
BVHT (Hall Hire & Field) £86.00
1/4lb Burgers and Sausages £59.80

TOTAL  £362.03

FOBV Summer Fayre & Fete, Craft & Produce Show. Saturday 14th July, 2018

On behalf of Friends of Bearley Village I would like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who 
attended our event on Saturday 14th July, especially to all the people that helped on the day with loaning 
and setting up the marquees and gazebos, running the stalls, printing flyers and posters, organising the 
classic cars, judging the various crafts and produce entries, donating prizes for the raffle, tombola, cakes and 
all the people of Bearley that took the time enter the various craft and produce competitions which were all 
greatly admired.

As you can see below FOBV Trustees decided that we would purchase from funds the outdoor children’s 
games so that we could provide activities for the children who attended the Fayre. They were enjoyed by all 
the children and their parents too.

It was very disappointing to find that the two large banners that were situated on the Birmingham Road 
A3400 had been stolen when Peter and I went to take them down early hours of Sunday morning.  It was 
such a shame that the event had to end on a sad note.

TOTAL RAISED: £918.15

Regards and thank you to everyone.

Jo Wall   Chairman & Treasurer of FOBV 
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StMaryTheVirgin
Hi everybody - I do hope you have had a good, peaceful summer.
We have had a very busy time in Church. The Read-athon has been completed; many folk from Bearley 
joined in with the rest of the Benefice reading the Bible out loud, non-stop from Genesis to Revelations. 
It was a mindful religious experience, especially for those who took part and are not regular 
churchgoers. The feedback has been entirely positive. We hope they will be encouraged to come to 
Church again!  We certainly helped celebrate the Diocese’s 100th birthday and have raised a significant 
amount of money for two very deserving charities. (See next article.)

At the Bearley Fete our bookstall raised over £60 for church funds and the Prayer Tent proved to be a 
good talking point. Another time we will make some changes and have more explanation to encourage 
people to come in and light a candle or write a note for the “Prayer Tree” in Faith and Hope - with 
Prayer and Love you cannot go wrong!

Sadly the death of Tadeusz (Tad) Bak took place recently and our sincere condolences go to his family 
and friends.

There are a good many things happening in the coming months in the Church. The Harvest Supper 
is on Thursday 20th September (have you got your tickets yet?) The Harvest Festival Service is on the 
following Sunday (the 23rd ….no tickets needed!!) Then the following Sunday - the 30th - St Mary’s 
is hosting a 9.30am Communion Service for the Benefice with a visiting preacher, the Rev. Pam Howell 
from Willenhall in Coventry, while our Richard Mutter goes over there. It is called a “Pulpit Swap”. 
There will be refreshments after the service and we would love to see lots of you there. Make a note in 
your diary NOW!

An advance notice! In November (date to be confirmed) a Music and Dance show based on a TS Eliot’s 
poem on the Journey of the Magi will be performed in Bearley Village Hall by a professional troupe 
from London. If you remember “Cat’s” had a similar basis of TS Eliot’s poems. Keep your eye on the 
notice boards for more information about this exciting event which is being organised by our benefice. 

Keep well, keep happy,
With love and many blessings

Jane Harrison
    
01789 731042

Rector: 
Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475
Church Warden: 
David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: 
Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: 
Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

September:
Sun 2 Sept BCP 0930 Holy Communion  Refresh Mr & Mrs Jackman

Sun 9 Sept CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh  Mr & Mrs Hannis

Sun16 Sept CW 0930 Holy Communion  Mrs Passalacqua  Mr & Mrs Passalacqua

Harvest Festival
Sun 23 Sept  MP 1030 Family Service  All Mrs D Ridgard & family

United Benefice Service

Sun 30 Sept CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh

  
October:
Sun 7 Oct  BCP 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs J Meaden

Sun 14 Oct  CW 0930 Holy Communion  Mrs Vera Rose Mrs J Rouse & Candy

Sun 21 Oct CW 0930 Holy Communion  Refresh Mrs D Bannister

Sun 28 Oct MP 1030 Family Service Mrs Doreen Bannister Dr & Mrs Gorsuch 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Common Worship • MP – Morning Prayer
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BearleyGardeners

BibleReadathon
Part of the article printed in The Link

In the middle of June, the five churches in the Arden Valley Benefice (including St Mary’s Bearley) took 
part in a non-stop reading of the bible from start to finish – from Genesis to the Book of Revelation- at 
the Church of St James the Great in Snitterfield. We read by day and by night, 15 minutes per reading, 
until we reached the end.

Next are the words of some of the readers and visitors, taken from the commemorative book which 
will be available at St James as a permanent record of this inspirational and historic event—a truly 
humbling experience.

Humbling, moving...

Amazing, a privilege... 

I had not read this passage before so it was nice to read it.

Such a great blessing to hear God’s plans for His people aloud.

The Old Testament is vital for understanding the New. It sets the people of Israel in their time and place.

I really enjoyed it and felt that God was there for all.

I surmise that this (Ezekiel) is one of the least popular sections of the Bible!

Enjoyed the challenge of ‘speed reading’!

Terrifying names! A real challenge.

The Psalms speak of joy, of despair, of worship, of lamentation and all of our human emotions.

Many wise words! Words to live by!

What a wonderful reading from Isaiah - Christmas and the Messiah!

A wonderful opportunity to reflect on the Gospel in the quiet hours of early morning.

I felt peace and strength flow reading this passage.

This is addictive!

A moving experience - will come again.

A nerve-wrecking experience but I am glad I participated and overcame it - Praise God!

Uplifting in every way. A great experience, bringing everyone together.

An inspiring project, linking the community together - thank you.

£1660 was raised through Readathon sponsorship and donations were shared between the two charities 
supported throughout the Arden Valley Benefice - The Butterfly Tree in Zambia and Tariro in Zimbabwe 
-  both of which support those for whom hope is a word, a dream, an aspiration. Please pray for those 
working and living in those communities.

So many people expressed interest and even joy in reading the bible that you might be interested 
having quarterly bible reading notes.  These are called ‘Daily Bread’ and a published by Scripture 
Union at a cost of £4 per quarter.  Contact Joan Wilkinson on 731649 or joanwilkinson25@gmail.com 
for more details.   Ed.

The Rev Richard Mutter with David Harrison reading at the end of the Readathon

Monday 11 – Thursday 14 June
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NGSGardenOpening
What an amazing time we had on Sunday 5th 
August when 6 gardens in Bearley were open to 
the public through the National Garden Scheme! 
Cars parked in the field belonging to Richard and 
Val Hobbs as you enter Bearley from Snitterfield, 
and over 600 people wandered through the 
gardens, each having its own different character. 
Home-made cakes were made by volunteers 
from the village, many of whom helped serve the 
refreshments in the marquees in the large garden 
at the rear of Woodlands House, home of organiser 
Sue Adcock. Woodlands House

The cottage garden at Apple Tree Cottage

Sue, a garden designer, has created her own 
outstanding garden and also designed a 
garden in Cherry Lane, which has a refreshing, 
contemporary look. Here visitors admired the 
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’ with large 
white spherical flowers, and took away ideas on 
planting and how to cover blank garden fences.

Hydrangeas at Cherry Lane >

Just round the corner is Trade Winds. 
Mature shrubs and trees including many 
Maples, a Liquidambar, and a mature 
Deodar with a ‘Kiftsgate’ rose rambling 
through it, frame rural views and reflect 
the owners’ artistic skills. There is also a 
productive vegetable garden.

Trade Winds >

Next door to Sue at Woodlands Barn the emphasis 
is on environmental sustainability and a wide range 
of vegetables grown mainly by organic methods. 
Visitors greatly enjoyed labels giving interesting 
snippets of information about the vegetables, which 
included borlotti beans, yin-yang beans, quinoa and 
tomatillos.

< Woodlands Barn vegetables

As they passed by, many people stopped 
at St Mary’s Church to admire the floral 
arrangements created by ladies of Bearley 
Flower Club.

Apple Tree Cottage garden is a traditional 
cottage garden with lots of colourful plants, 
terraces at different levels, sitting areas (great 
in the hot weather!), jugs of flowers and a 
lovely gazebo.  

Next door is Broadyard which is a haven for 
birds (Brian writes the Nature page for the 
Beacon).  Here new areas open up as you 
wander among fine trees and other features. 
The Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Lace Lady’ with 
its curled stems and foliage, planted by the 
owners 35 years ago, received many admiring 
comments.

< Broadyard
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Provisional results show that about £5,000 was 
raised. Most of this goes to the charities supported by 
the NGS but a good proportion will go to Friends of 
Bearley Village.

A message from Sue: “We did fantastically well; 
so many people through our gardens and for teas. 
Thank you everyone for working so hard to make it 
such a great success – garden owners, and family, 
friends and Bearley villagers who helped with the 
teas, washing up, gates and car parks.”
  
< Admiring the flowers at Apple Tree Cottage

Photos by courtesy of Chris Wade and Chris Parker

STOP PRESS...
Some feedback from people leaving the car park: 

“Best village gardens we have visited this year.”
“Such a great diversity of gardens, modern, country, cottage, organic vegetables.”
“Good teas in country setting.” “Great afternoon out.” “Interesting conversations with garden owners.”

Queues at the plant stall

OBITUARIES
Sadly this year has seen the death of 2 of Bearley WI’s longest standing members. Dee 

Woodfin joined Bearley WI when she and her husband and first moved to Bearley in 1964. 

She was joined by her sister Zena Newey when she and her family moved to Henley-in-

Arden in 1967. Both ladies and their mother Mrs Marie Small, were Presidents on more 

than one occasion over their lifetimes. They witnessed the move from the old WI hut on the 

airfield to the village hall and its wonderful makeover in 2000.

Dee worked for a while in the village shop - yes, there used to be one! She then worked 

at Wilmcote, Wolverton and Marie Corelli schools as their school secretary to fit in with 

the school hours of her 2 boys Ian and Neil. She was also a member of St Mary’s Church 

and helped clean and arrange flowers for many years. Her greatest love was music and 

dancing. With her husband Jim Woodfin she attended dance classes and always gave us a 

demonstration at Christmas parties. They moved from Bearley to Mickleton a few years ago 

to be nearer their older son Ian, and most recently to a nursing home in Kingham where 

both Jim and Dee spent their last months.

Zena Newey taught in Henley and Shirley primary schools after they moved back up to the 

Midlands from Buckinghamshire. She had the privilege of visiting Stoney Creek in Canada 

where the WI began. She too moved about 6 years ago to Wilmcote to be nearer her elder 

daughter and the church of St Andrew’s where they had many friends. She continued to 

attend monthly WI meetings right up until March this year when she started having regular 

stays in Warwick Hospital. She passed away peacefully at home on 16th May, 3 days after 

her 88th birthday.

Alison Stoddart   
(daughter of Zena Newey)

Members of the W.I.  (left to right) 

Megan Lewis, Barbara Norman, Zena Newey, 

Dee Woodfin, Rosalie Kimberley, Joan Hughes. >
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AfternoonTea thanks to the guides!
On Saturday 23rd June First Wolverton Guides pack hosted a fundraiser in support of the guides trip to 
the World Guiding centre in Switzerland in the summer of 2019. Our ulterior motive was to get the guides 
working for their privilege.

The event was a collaborative effort, as all good events are. Cooking preparations started weeks beforehand 
and the support of people in the village selling tickets was invaluable. We dropped off hundreds of leaflets, 
hung banners and posted notices.

After the panic, two weeks prior to the day tickets exceeded all our best expectations as Bearley came out in 
full force to support the event.

The event made a profit of £600 and we cannot thank the generosity and help of everyone who had a part 
in the day enough. Aside from the money raised we hope everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon.
We know one thing for sure those guides will have been put off waitressing for life!

Thank you again Bearley from Wolverton guides.

Gill Groom

Guides Daisy, Ella, Issy and Lucy.  Photo curtesy of the Stratford Herald

NatureNotes
What a time we have had since my last blog. I was beginning to wonder if I would see anything to do with 
nature before these notes were due to the editor. Towards the end of July some birds started reappearing 
particularly the Tit families, Blackbirds searching for food for their fledglings, Robins (mainly fledglings) 
and Chaffinches, but not of much interest to you. Then Sue Whitecross tipped me off that there were two 
Oystercatchers at Stratford Oaks Golf Club which I believe is more in Bearley than Snitterfield. I was still 
a member so was able to track them down without much delay, but unfortunately they were never close 
enough for me to get them both on one photo before flying off. I believe that they had left the Oaks 
within 2 days so thank you Sue for telling me so promptly.

The butterflies I promised you, particularly the 
larger ones, have been almost as rare as the 
birds; however, there were quite a few white/
yellow so I have included Brimstone which 
is probably the most common yellow one. 
Although my book does not say that they are 
seen regularly in gardens, I saw this one several 
times during July.

Brian Young

You may be wondering what the 
Oystercatchers were doing away from the 
sea where their main diet is shellfish – other 
than in winter they are often seen inland 
near water where their diet is worms. They 
nest on the ground, either open or among 
low vegetation; occasionally the nest may be 
off the ground on a tree stump or flat roof. In 
Wales, in May this year, in a bird hide, I took 
this photo – the Oystercatcher was no more 
than 8 feet from the bird hide and was not at 
all bothered at the presence of ourselves and 
others.
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PROPOSED BEARLEY GREEN DEVELOPMENT 
14 OCTOBER 1982
 
British Telecom produced this drawing to assist in estimating the amount of telephone cables and junction 
boxes prior to any houses being built on the Bearley Green Development, on the site of the former airfield 
domestic quarters and holiday camp. 

It does provide names for the roads, which were never used:  The Laurels (now Greenswood); Birch 
Green (now St.Mary’s Acre); Wood Lane (now Cherry Lane); with only Bearley Green carrying over. 
An interesting feature shown on the path leading up from the Church, is a monument (perhaps to RAF 
Snitterfield?). It appears St Mary’s Acre linked through to Church Lane and Cherry Lane and many of 
the house-types were changed in the final plans. For example, Plots 33 & 44 are shown as 3-bedroomed 
houses but were finally built as bungalows. The Bearley Green development was built over four phases, 
with each property having its own cesspit due to the foreseen lack of capacity at the village sewage farm. 

The Parish Council at that time requested that all exterior woodwork should be painted white, but were 
overruled by the District Planning Authorities, who insisted upon a brown stained finish. All properties 
were heated by LPG gas, stored in individual tanks at the rear of each property. If anyone would like an 
image of this map, please contact Derek Bull at bygonebearley@btinternet.com 

Derek Bull

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome.
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LongLostFamily
Having viewed the successful TV Programme ‘Long Lost Family’, I wanted to carry out a similar research 
into the whereabouts of a car I had in the early 1980s. During a recent regime of turning out, I came 
across the original tax disc for Triumph TR7 XKV 853X, and it seemed a good idea to repatriate it with the 
actual car if it still existing. The Driver Vehicle Licencing Agency (DVLA), keeps a status on each car and 
from their website the following information was obtained:

Car

It appeared the TR7 was still in existence, so I 
contacted several Triumph Owners Clubs to see if 
the current owner was a member. Unfortunately, 
no one recognised the car and as a last resort I 
applied to the DVLA with form V888 (Request by 
an individual for information about a vehicle). 
The form was duly sent off to the DVLA with an 
explanation as to why I wanted to contact the 
current owner. Further contact from the DVLA 
requested a letter by me to the current owner; 
in which I copied the 1982 Tax Disc and an 
explanation to my actions along with my contact 

details. Less than a month later on Sunday 1st July, I received an email from the current owner, who lives 
in the South of England, and which included some current images of the car. 

Well, it was just like on ‘Long Lost Family’ when a photograph is shown of a relative you have not seen 
for years. All the joyful memories of driving the car came flooding back. It looked in tremendous condition 
after 36 years, 24 of which had been with the current owner. Appropriately the car had been named 
‘Tiara’ and was just about to move to a relative in the North of England. I noticed that the road wheels 

had been changed to cast alloy ones and the jewelled badge between the headlamps had been replaced 
by a decal.

On the return journey home from the trip to the Lake 
District when the photograph was taken, we were on the 
M6 Motorway behind a coachload of children who were 
waving frantically out of the back window.  I ‘popped 
up’ the concealed headlamps which they found very 
amusing. Tiara is currently awaiting a fix to her pop-up 
headlamps! In the Autumn of 1982, we spent a week in 
Cornwall in a holiday property described as a ‘Holiday 
Cottage situated in a quiet, woodland retreat’. It proved 
to be a dank, musty and not very clean chalet on a 
holiday site and we were so grateful for our TR7 to spend 
most of the time in.

On reply I sent some images of the TR7 I had taken during my time with the car.

Following light snowfall when we lived 

at Lapworth.
My wife Jean during a trip to the Lake District. 

Close up of Folding Hood
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Wikipedia text on the Triumph TR7:

“The Triumph TR7 is a sports car which was manufactured from September 
1974 to October 1981 by the Triumph Motor Company (which was part of 
British Leyland) in the United Kingdom. It was initially produced at the Speke, 
Liverpool factory, moving to Canley, Coventry in 1978 and then finally to the 
Rover Solihull plant in 1980. The car was launched in the United States in 
January 1975, with its UK home market debut in May 1976. The UK launch was 
delayed at least twice because of high demand for the vehicle in the US, with 
final sales of new TR7s continuing into 1982.”

I always found the TR7 a comfortable, reliable and stylish car. Painted in Argent Silver it turned heads 
36 years ago and still does today. The ‘wedge’ shaped styling may have been controversial then, but 
with passing of time it has never looked dated. My grateful thanks go to the DVLA and various Triumph 
Car Clubs who have made my mission to return the Tax Disc possible and to Tiara’s current owner for 
contacting me and giving permission for me to show the recent images.

Contemporary advertising images.

Derek Bull

Please let us know whether you will be joining in the fun by emailing David Hotten on d.hotten@
btinternet.com or phoning him on 07588 346346. This is so that we can gauge the amount of 
equipment that will be required.

We look forward to seeing you there. 

The next Rubbish Friends (Bearley) 
litter pick will be on Saturday, 6th 
October between 2pm and 4pm, when 
the grass has died back.

We will meet on the green by Old Snitterfield 
Road. All equipment will be provided. It’s 
a great community event and everyone is 
welcome: friends, family, neighbours...

RubbishFriends
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LocalGardenParty A Blooming Success!
Residents of local care home Cedar Lodge enjoyed celebrating our continuous sunny 
spells on 21nd July and it was all for a very good cause!

Founded by the Methodist Church, care home Cedar Lodge (which is located on the A3400 at Bearley Cross) 
made the most of its beautiful surroundings by hosting a garden party complete with many traditional 
British favourites such a ‘hook a duck’, a tombola and, of course, a good sing-song in the sunshine (courtesy 
of resident chaplain David Greenwood). Residents were also treated to fun challenges such as the ‘golden 
egg’ competition ‘guess the amount of sweets’ and ‘pick a square’; whilst later tucking into a BBQ and 
homemade cake.

Nadine Webster, Home Manager, said: “It was such a lovely, relaxing day. Many members of staff (even 
those who were on their day off!) and relatives came along to help. I won a gateau and donated it to our 
residents to enjoy at teatime.”

Joanne Downes, daughter to residents Mary and Frank Springett, added: “It really was a great day out. It 
was lovely to see my parents getting so involved in the activities and they loved listening to the chaplain’s 
songs. Our experience with Cedar Lodge has been excellent and I know the money will go to a fantastic 
cause.”

As Cedar Lodge is a charity-run care home, the £480 raised by the festivities will all go straight back to 
helping improve amenities for the care home’s residents (many of whom are living with dementia). “We’re 
thrilled with the amount we raised,” added Nadine, “the residents, relatives and staff will now all be 
consulted about how the money is spent.”

Cedar Lodge provide care and support for people with dementia who require residential 
care, and nursing care for those who require registered nurse support.  

For more information on Cedar Lodge visit https://www.mha.org.uk/care-homes/
dementia-nursing-care/cedar-lodge/ or call 01789 731168

The previous article, written by Nadine, appeared in 
the Stratford Herald. She adds:

“Smithy, a visiting Cob from the travelling 
community, is 26 years old and kindly visited 
Cedar Lodge when I popped over the road to see 
his owner, who would not accept a penny for his 
kindness, Smithy came back to visit 3 times before 
he moved on. Kevin our Chef ordered some extra 
carrots in and took them over to Smithy and the 
other ponies to enjoy. We love visitors at Cedar 
Lodge, human and animal, and have a visiting PAT 
(Pets As Therapy) dog called Elliot, lots of regular 
family doggie visitors and regular visits from 
Hawkwise who visit with birds of prey.

Bearley residents are more than welcome to call 
in at the home to participate in our activities and 
events or just pop in to have a look around.” Smithy visits Cedar Lodge
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UBUSCommunityTransportService
UBUS is a dial-a-ride community transport service 
operating within Stratford District. 

UBUS is available to anyone in the district who struggles 
to access public transport due to mobility issues, health 
problems or who lives in an area with no, or infrequent, 
public transport.  

Passengers can travel between 9:30am and 2:30pm.  

UBUS will collect passengers from their door, drop them off at their destination, pick up again at the 
agreed point and drop off back at home.  Drivers can assist passengers to get on & off the bus and will help 
with up to 3 shopping bags or a trolley if necessary.  

UBUS provides transport in to and from Bearley on Mondays to Fridays.

A single journey costs £2.70. Return journeys £5.40 but Mondays are ‘Magic’ – return journey costs the 
price of a single!

All UBUS vehicles can accommodate a wheelchair. 

Residents living in an Orbit property are eligible for a £0.60 discount on their journey.

Journeys need to be booked in advance. Passengers can book up to seven days in advance.  

UBUS can be used to visit friends, attend social groups, leisure activities or go shopping.  It cannot be used 
to attend medical appointments. 

Residents interested in registering with the service should ring 01789 264491. 

For further information contact Marie Darwen at Stratford District Council on 01789 260 108.

UBUS is supported by Stratford District Council, Warwickshire County Council and Stratford Town Trust. 

BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function?  It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall, 
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities. 
The normal charges are:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

To book the Bar 
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully 
stocked on a sale or return basis and has 
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up 
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark 
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more 
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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TheSilverLine
The Silver Line is the brainchild of Childline founder and renowned journalist, Dame Esther Rantzen. 
Launched in 2013, The Silver Line provides the UK’s only national, free and confidential 24-hour helpline 
offering information, advice and friendship – or just a chat – to those over 55, every day and night of the 
year. The helpline advisers can also signpost callers to any local organisations which provide opportunities 
to meet people or offer additional support.
 
To date, the helpline has taken over 2 million calls – currently around 10,500 every week - from older 
people, 90% of whom live alone and the majority of whom speak to no-one else, sometimes for days or 
weeks on end. The demand for the service continues to rise exponentially.
 
In addition, every week The Silver Line offers friendship schemes to over 3000 older people. They are 
carefully matched to volunteer ‘Silver Line Friends’ for a regular weekly call or exchange of letters.
 
If you or someone you know may enjoy a friendly chat with someone who cares – whatever time of the day 
or night – the helpline number 0800 4 70 80 90.
 
A number of volunteering and fundraising opportunities are also available – please call The Silver Line’s 
head office by dialling 0207 224 2020.
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:
Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2018

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at 
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

September 4, 25
November 6, 27

October 16
December 18

A message from Debbie Bennett: 
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or 
infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books 
in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving 
the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101. 
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999

Come and join
Shakespeare Morris

Shakespeare Morris are always on the look-out for 
new members to join our team and perform locally, 

throughout the UK - and beyond! 

Every Monday 8pm-10pm from September to the end of May
You will receive tuition in various Cotswold Morris Traditions, including the local Bidford-on-Avon tradition. 

Your first year is free!

Practice Venue: 
Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse

Luddington Road
Stratford-upon-Avon

CV37 9SE

We welcome anybody, any age, male or female, 
interested in Morris Dancing, playing music or 

performing local Folk Mummers’ Plays.

For more information...
email our Bagman -Matthew Turvey

              bagman@shakespearemorris.org.uk
              07742606299

Or find us online...
          www.shakespearemorris.org.uk 
          www.facebook.com/ShakespeareMorris 
          @Shakspearmorris 
          shakespearemorris1959
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060


