
Bearley Beacon

NOVEMBER 

2018

For Community Matters

Stratford Canal near Wilmcote 
National Cycle Route 5

Picture credit: Andrew Gorsuch



Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council

Bearley BeaconTH
E

Even if you haven’t ventured out to the Stratford Road recently you can see from our front page that Bearley 
has a pedestrian refuge! The cost of £30,000 has largely been paid for by Warwickshire County Council but 
the village has also contributed. It will make a big difference to anyone crossing to and from the bus stop or 
the station.

After the events of the summer we can now look forward to the annual Social Club Fireworks on the Friday 
before Guy Fawkes night (2nd November), with food, drink, and the bonfire from 6.30 pm and then the 
fireworks from 7.30 pm.

Later in the month is a performance of ‘The Journey of the Magi’ which is a spectacular Christmas treat by the 
Springs Dance Company.  It is based on a poem by T S Eliot and is especially for children and families.  There 
will be dance, theatre, song and poetry. You will need to book your seats early so as not to be disappointed! 
(See page 17)

As usual there will be many services in St Mary’s Church over the Christmas period, starting on Advent 
Sunday, 2 December. The Christingle Service on 22 December at 4pm will be a treat for children, involving 
music, stories, oranges and candles (See page 15)

Also in December we have a ‘Festive Winter Wonderland Supper’ on Saturday 8 December, organised by 
Friends of Bearley Village and held in the village hall. Tickets are available from Jo Wall.

Lastly, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon, 
those who distribute it, and special thanks to the publisher for producing this magazine free of charge.

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail 
bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the January 2019 Issue is 30st November 2018

Yours sincerely, 

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Front cover: The new pedestrian refuge on the A3400 Birmingham Road. Photo by Andrew Gorsuch.

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article/advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.
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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page   £20.00
¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page   £8.50
¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Date Event 
Venue Time

2nd Tuesday Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm-4pm

2nd Thursday Bearley WI 
Village Hall 7.30pm

2nd November Bonfire Night with Fireworks                      Sports & Social Club From 6.30 pm

24th November  The Journey of the Magi Village Hall 7pm

8th December A Festive Winter Wonderland Supper Village Hall 7pm – 10pm

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. It is 
there for you, the villagers, to find information and to 
communicate with other villagers, the Parish Council, the 
many organisations we have in the village, or maybe to 
get something off your chest. Any suggestions regarding 
the website should be sent to bearleypc@outlook.com 

Save the 
date!
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Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk

ParishCouncilUsefulContacts
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The Parish Council met on Monday 24 September 2018 and a summary of the minutes of that meeting is as follows:

Present: Cllr Arslan Erinmez (Chair), Cllr Richard Le Page and Cllr Andrew Spiller. 
 Councillor Mrs A Parry for part of the meeting
Parish Clerk: Nicola Everall
Public: 6 members of the public were in attendance
 
Public Forum (subject to a time limit of 15 minutes)
Mrs G Lillie was concerned as to the removal of trees on the former Countrywide site with regard to future 
development and the Chairman assured those present that the Parish Council would be notified of any 
proposed development and that if necessary, Tree Preservations Orders would be put in place to protect trees.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)
The Chairman reported that it was expected that the final version of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan would 
be available for public consultation by the end of the year.

Warwickshire Rural Housing Association (WRHA) & Warwickshire Rural 
Community Council (WRCC)
The Chairman reported that WRCC was progressing with the proposal for affordable housing on land at the 
rear of Grange Road and was looking to apply for planning permission by the end of the year.

To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that he was in the process of obtaining an update in relation to the works 
under the railway bridge.

Website
The Chairman confirmed that the Neighbourhood Plan section was now complete and contained the 
necessary documentation required by legislation to meet with Neighbourhood Plan guidelines.

The Chairman also raised a vote of thanks to Mr Ian Broadbridge, the Webmaster who continued to support 
the Parish Council in keeping the website up to date.

Play Areas
The Clerk was to make arrangements for the annual inspection of the Play Areas to take place in 
September.
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Telephone Box
Mrs Moira Mees addressed members of the Parish Council giving ideas for the future use of the unused 
telephone box on Snitterfield Road. Having consulted with some residents, Mrs Mees suggested the most 
appropriate use would be a Community Library and she, along with Friends of Bearley Village (FoBV) 
would ensure that the Library be maintained.  FoBV had offered to install shelves for the books.

There is currently no electricity connected to the telephone box and this would be reviewed at a later date.

It was resolved unanimously that the Clerk should apply for a Change of Use from the District Council and 
report back to a future meeting.

Grit Bins
The Clerk reported that the Highways Department at WCC had assessed the area at Oak Tree Close and 
confirmed there was no need for a grit bin at this location. The Clerk was asked to request the Highways 
Department to assess the area from the top of at Church Lane to the junction with Snitterfield Road to 
ascertain the need for a grit bin.

Additional Notice Board
Mrs J Wall circulated details of the proposed additional notice board on Snitterfield Road, which was to be 
purchased by Friends of Bearley Village. The proposed notice board was maintenance free and would be 
used solely for community notices. Members agreed to its installation and the Clerk was asked to formally 
ask Mrs Wall to proceed with the order and installation. The installation would be carried out by Mr P Wall.

Additional Bench at Bearley Green
Following the request for an additional bench by senior users of bus services, Mrs J Wall circulated details 
of a proposed bench. The proposed bench was maintenance-free and a quotation was for £663.26 which 
would include fixings. Mr Wall was to install the bench. Following discussion it was agreed that the most 
appropriate location would be on the corner of Snitterfield Road and Bearley Green. Mrs Wall requested 
that a plaque be added which would be funded by FoBV. Members agreed to its installation and the Clerk 
was asked to proceed with the order and liaise with Mrs Wall for the delivery and installation. 

Village Hall 
Cllr R Le Page reported that the works to the roof were now complete.  
It was also reported that following the collision of a vehicle, damage had been caused to one of the 
garages. Income was down, and the Village Hall Management Committee were looking to generate new 
bookings. Additionally, the heating was to be regulated to ensure improved fuel efficiency.

Finance Report
Payments made since last meeting - none
Payments received since last meeting - none

BearleyParishCouncilReport

Income/expenditure year to date – noted
Invoices received for payment - approved
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ASaferCrossingForVillagers
Request for Funding
Friends of Bearley Park had submitted a request for funding of £570.00 for the purchase of a pressure 
washer, to enable the organisation to carry out charity car washes to raise funds for the park.
The Clerk was requested to view an up-to-date set of accounts from the organisation and report to the 
November meeting of the Parish Council.

WCC Donation
The total cost of the Pedestrian Refuge which was being funded by the County Council, was expected to reach 
£30,000, against the initial estimate of £18,000. Friends of Bearley Village had raised £1216.38 towards the 
cost of the Pedestrian Refuge for the village and members of the Parish Council agreed to make a further 
donation of £783.62, totalling a £2,000 donation from the village, towards taking community ownership.

Notice of Conclusion of Audit
The Clerk reported that PKF Littlejohn, the Parish Council’s external auditor, had returned the audit and no 
matters were raised.

Planning Matters
The following planning matters were reported:

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm. Date of Next Meeting: 26 November 2018

Clerk to the Council: Nicola Everall. Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ
Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727 email: bearleypc@outlook.com

Residents from Bearley can now cross the A3400 in greater safety, thanks to the installation of
a long-awaited pedestrian refuge (see front cover).

The new crossing was commissioned by Warwickshire County Council at a cost of £30,000 and was made
possible from last year’s fundraising activities by the Friends of Bearley Village and Bearley Parish Council, who 
have successfully topped up a £28,000 grant from the county councillor’s delegated budget for road safety.
As Cllr Anne Parry explained: “Since being elected for the enlarged Wellesbourne Division last year, which now
includes seven parishes, I felt it was important to prioritise my delegated division-wide budget to secure this
much needed road safety scheme for Bearley, as it has been on the parish council’s wish list for many years.
“Villagers can also take credit for its ownership and importance to the village, by making the difference and
making it happen, thanks to their fundraising efforts last year and the donation from the parish council to
complete the project.

“I am absolutely delighted to see the completion of this new pedestrian refuge, as it will make a huge
difference to villagers. However, extreme care and great diligence still need to be taken when crossing this
particularly busy stretch of the A3400”, she added.

Pedestrian refuge islands are designed to help pedestrians to cross such roads safely. They can be used
where there is a demand for pedestrians to cross the road, but where the numbers of pedestrians are not
high enough to warrant a signalised pedestrian crossing.

Photo by Arslan Erinmez
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For September’s meeting we did a contemporary 
design in a ‘designer container’- a black cube - with 
flowers of Moluccella, Ornithogalum and green spray 
Chrysanthemums. The foliage was Hard Ruscus, 
variegated Dracaena, Aspidistra leaves and Galax leaves. 
Black Medilino sticks were constructed around the outside 
to add to the contemporary design.

We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley 
Village Hall between 2 and 4pm. Why not come along 
and join us?  Details from Jo Wall 01789 731872.

Jo Wall

BearleyFlowerClub Bearley WI 
It has been a busy summer for Bearley WI, starting in July  with members 
producing beautiful flower arrangements expertly guided by Gill Lillie.

In August we were joined by ladies from Bidford WI and Warwickshire Federation for a delicious afternoon tea 
with plenty of chat - a very sociable afternoon was enjoyed by all.

In September we went on a visit to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre to see a very entertaining performance of The 
Merry Wives of Windsor. The story of Sir John Falstaff ’s attempts to seduce the wives of two wealthy citizens of 
Windsor, with assignations, double-dealing, jealous husbands and suitors, was hilariously performed and kept us 
laughing from beginning to end. We also had fun at our September meeting where we dabbled in the mystery 
and magic of dying silk scarves, using coloured tissue-paper, water and white vinegar. Each member went home 
clutching her scarf in a plastic bag ready to bake in the microwave! Amazingly the results are quite stunning and 
we shall all be wearing our scarves at our next meeting in October when we shall be treated to an evening of 
South American music with guitar and percussion.

These 3 ladies managed to microwave their scarves during the meeting!

There has been a Lunch Club in the village 
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all 
our members and helpers who have made it so 
much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the 
Village Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, 
ice-cream and soft drinks).You don’t have to be 
a Senior Citizen to join us, so please come along 
– don’t sit at home and be lonely. 

Best wishes, 
Gwen Smith

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub
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August 100 Club Draw winners:

1st  Bob Woodward  (No: 98) 

2nd  Tony Sullivan  (No: 51)

3rd  Michael Hayes  (No: 32)

September 100 Club Draw winners:

1st  Martin Ridehalgh (No: 109)

2nd  Alison & Jon Richards  (No: 44)

3rd  Derek Bull  (No: 21)

FriendsOfBearleyVillage
Friends of Bearley Village (FOBV) have been very active with donations over the past weeks. 
We received a donation from the Bearley Open Gardens group to the sum of £1,144 for which we 
are extremely grateful - thank you! Thank you also to everyone who continues to support the FOBV 100 Club.

We have recently donated funds for the dishwasher in the Village Hall, the Bearley Pedestrian Refuge, an 
additional village notice board, an additional village bench, and also towards the production of ‘The Journey 
of the Magi’.

FOBV will be presenting ‘A Festive Winter Wonderland Supper’ on Saturday December 8th  7pm – 10pm.

The 100 Club costs £12 for the year (Sept 2018 - Aug 2019). Unfortunately our numbers are down by 6 or 7 
this year and so the prize money will be reduced. If you hear of anyone who would like to become a Friend 
of Bearley Village and join the 100 Club, please let me know. People do not have to live in Bearley but can 
become a Friend if they are one of your friends. I have a list of the vacant numbers if you would like to see it.

Thank you so much to those people who have already paid and for your continuing support which is really 
appreciated.

Jo Wall   
Chairman & Treasurer FOBV
jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com or Tel: 01789 731872
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StMaryTheVirgin
Life is full of ups and downs and so is the church.   We have had some brilliant times recently at St Mary’s 
and some sad times.

The Church was open for the Bearley Open Gardens day and was beautifully decorated to complement the 
occasion. At one time there were as many as 40 people in the pews taking respite from the sun and making 
use of our “Water  Station” on a very hot day.   Compliments for the church were flying and visitors bought 
Barbara Rouse’s “Cross in the pockets”, while others wrote prayers for the Prayer Tree. Some £84 was 
donated by visitors for church funds and we were delighted to receive a further £2000 from the organisers.

We held a delightful Harvest Supper, once again at the Navigation Inn. Some 30 people enjoyed an 
excellent meal and brilliant company. The raffle raised £117 for the Tariro Project in Zimbabwe. This event 
was followed by our Harvest Festival, a lively service well attended with traditional and modern harvest 
music. The plentiful fresh produce went to the Shakespeare Hospice and tinned goods to the Foodbank.

The fifth Sunday Service this month was held in our church with a visiting Vicar, Pam Howell from Willenhall 
in Coventry (Richard did a parish swap; town and country). Over 40 people from all over the benefice were 
in church to hear her tell us about her parish in the poorest part of Coventry. Goodness they are busy over 
there; it gave us a good deal to think about. This was followed by delicious cakes, coffee and lots of friendly 
camaraderie. It was brilliant.

The old broken bench by the Memorial Garden has been replaced thanks to the generosity of the Barnett 
family in remembrance of Joan and Gerald Slee, late of this village, and with clever carpentry the carved 
section of the old bench given in remembrance of the Hughes family of many years ago was incorporated. A 
kind gesture. The bench will be much appreciated by all those visiting the Garden.

And now the sad times. It is with great sadness that I have to tell of the death of Michael Hayes, a devout 
Christian, a member of the PCC, treasurer and Church Warden for over 25 years. The church will miss him. 
He was an active supporter of the village and will be greatly missed by all who knew him. Our sincere 
condolences and prayers go to all his family and friends.
 
Unfortunately, there have been several more recent deaths in the village - that of Adrian (Ade) Smith, well 
known cricketer and groundsman for the sports field, and also those of Mrs Joan Warner and Mrs Angela 
Pritchard. Our condolences and prayers go to all their relations and friends. May they all rest in peace.
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Now the future. There are many upcoming events. Diaries out!
Especially for the children on Saturday 24th November at 7pm there is to be a production of ‘The Journey of 
the Magi’, based on TS Eliot’s poem. See the advert for details. It should be very good.
There is to be the now traditional Tuesday Advent course when we will be studying St Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians, starting on Tuesday 28th November at 1 Church Lane at 10.30am. Coffee and biscuits provided! 
Do come along.

On Sunday 2nd December at 6pm we shall hold our usual Service of Light, a most enjoyable event. On 
Saturday 22nd December at 4pm there is to be a Christingle Service for Advent involving music, stories, oranges 
and candles. Something new for St Mary’s so do come and see what it is all about. It could be amazing.
Our Carol Service is on Sunday, 23rd December at 10.30am and our Christmas Day service will be 
communion by extension at 10.30am led by Dr Joan Wilkinson.

And then it is New Year and 
we start all over again.
God Bless us all.
With Love.

Jane Harrison
  

Rector: 
Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475
Church Warden: 
David Harrison - Tel: 731042

PCC Secretary: 
Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Megan at the Harvest Festival service. Photo by courtesy of David Harrison
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Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

November:
Sun 4 Nov 0930 Holy Communion BCP Refresh Mrs Hayes

Remembrance Sunday

Sun 11 Nov  0930 Holy Communion CW (no hymns) Mrs G Smith Poppies  Mrs M Mitchell

Sun 18 Nov  0930 Holy Communion CW Mr Roy Bacon  Mr & Mrs Bull

Sun 25 Nov  1030 Family Service MP Refresh  Mrs Sara Jones & James

  

December:
Advent Sunday

Sun 2 Dec  1800 Evening Service of Light All: Advent Green Mrs C McAteer 

Sun 9 Dec  0930 Holy Communion CW Advent Green Mrs N Dingwall

Sun16 Dec 0930 Holy Communion CW Advent Green Mr & Mrs Whitecross

Sat 22 Dec 1600 Christingle Service

Sun 23 Dec 1030 Carol Service All plus Mrs Jo Wall Mr & Mrs Barnett 

Christmas Day

Mon 25 Dec  1030 Holy Communion Refresh

Sun 30 Dec  TBA Parish Service Refresh Mrs C. Lewis

BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Common Worship • MP – Morning Prayer



18 19

Michael Hayes 1942-2018

I have been asked to write a few words 

about my father Michael Hayes who died 

suddenly on the 24th August 2018. 

The response of the village to the news 

has been heartening, and a signal of the 

strength of community that the village has 

shown has been a real comfort. Born and 

brought up in London, moving around the 

country with work, he decided on Bearley in 

1982. Village life was what he was looking 

for. The Stone House was in need of repair, 

a commutable distance to the office on the 

edge of Birmingham, work was needed but 

the charm of the roses growing up the walls,

the fruit trees in the orchard, a task but to be taken on. He was Church Warden and Treasurer, 

could be seen around the village collecting for Christian Aid, at various fetes and village events 

having a chat and taking an interest in peoples’ lives. Being located in the ‘loop’ meant that 

whilst gardening, there would often be passers-by he would be having a chat to. At other times 

all would be quiet, then we would hear the sound of laughter and find him pruning the roses, 

ears plugged into Test Match Special.

David Hayes

Thank you
Julia, Sophia, David and all the family would like to thank everyone for the kindness and support given to 
them over the sudden sad loss of their beloved Michael.

We all know how much Michael would have appreciated the great comfort given to us all at this sad time.

Julia Hayes.
  

NGS OpenGardens
Well done to everyone who helped on the day to make the event such a success.

The final totals were:

Ticket entrances for approx 600 people  £3,556
Teas and plants stall  £1,343
Total £4,899
 
The entrance-ticket money will go to the Open Gardens nursing charities.

Friends of Bearley Village  £1,143
St Mary’s Church  £200
Sue Adcock had a message from the Open Gardens Committee enquiring if we would be staging the event 
next year, She sent a reply saying maybe in a few years’ time!

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome.
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On Saturday 6 October you may have seen a group of people working their way round the lanes of Bearley 
wearing bright high-visibility vests with ‘Rubbish Friends’ written on the back. This was the first litter-pick 
organised in the village supported by the Rubbish Friends (Stratford on Avon).

The weather forecast was pretty dreadful, but after a very wet morning, it cleared up in time for 
the pick. 13 community-spirited local people, including one from Snitterfield, turned out and 
ventured off in different directions. Within less than 2 hours we had managed to cover the whole 
of the village, right from  the Birmingham Road in the west to the hill up to the golf course in the 
east, including all roads in between, the children’s park and the village hall car-park and field.
Everything collected on the day was sorted into bags of recyclable and non-recyclable waste and 
was then collected by Biffa, working for Stratford District Council.

Rubbish Friends was started in March 2017, as a group of like-minded people, passionate about 
keeping Stratford-upon-Avon clear of rubbish for both the residents and wildlife. This has since 
spread to a large part of South Warwickshire. 22 satellite groups now exist in places like Warwick, 
Kenilworth, Coventry, Alcester, Henley in Arden, Snitterfield and now Bearley. So far, more than 
1,600 volunteers have given their time and they have ranged in age from 3 to 92 years old.

RubbishFriends

Photo by David Hotten

Rubbish Friends is not a charity or registered group and has no funding. They do however have a 
stock of equipment including hi-vis vests, litter grabbers, buckets, sacks and gloves, which can be 
borrowed by the satellite groups. All of the equipment has been donated by local businesses and 
generous individuals.

The final amount of rubbish collected in Bearley was:

15  Black bags of non-recyclable rubbish
3  White bags of recyclable rubbish
1  Car tyre
1   Mattress
1   large post support
1   Venetian blind

In addition there was a sofa and armchairs in a field by School Lane.  These had to be left in the 
field as they were too heavy to move!

A big thank-you to all the volunteers who helped to keep the village tidy.

David Hotten   and  Arslan Erinmez
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BabyTiggs

StretchYourLegsToStratford

Peter and Jo Wall have a family of hedgehogs 
which visit their garden and eat the delicious 
hedgehog dinner left out for them.  The photo is 
of a  baby hedgehog which is called a hoglet.

Ed.

NatureNotes
I am still struggling to spot some wildlife within 
the Bearley area which might be of interest to our 
readers. For some time now there has been nothing 
new or exciting so I have chosen this month to feature 
“Squirrels”.

Most of you will have seen Grey Squirrels; there are a 
lot in our village. They are mainly known as pests and 
are found in large numbers in most parts of England, 
exceptions being East Anglia, Isle of Wight and and Cumberland where Red Squirrels can be found. 
Grey Squirrels in our gardens show enormous initiative in stealing food put out for the birds; they are 
well worth watching if you don’t mind them destroying your feeders. Many experts believe that the 
Grey Squirrel has been successful in replacing the Red ones because of its expert problem-solving. It is 
estimated that there are 2 million in UK, the great majority being in woods.

There are only about 140,000 Red Squirrels left in UK, 
mostly in Scotland. They are much prettier than grey 
ones although, except for the colour, it is difficult to say 
why. The diets are fairly similar and the majority live for 
only 3 years although a small number live for seven.

I have included photos of both – the Grey was in my 
garden and the Red was seen on the Isle of Wight.

I have included a third photo, that of an Albino Squirrel 
which I saw at Draycote Water, near Rugby.It could be a 
white Grey Squirrel which is very rare due to a genetic 
trait known as leucism which turns their fur to a milky-
white or it could be a pure Albino which is extremely 
rare, a million to one! What distinguishes them are the 
eyes – the white Grey has dark brown eyes and the pure 
Albino has distinctive red ones – I think mine is a white 
Grey one.

Brian Young

Length of walk: 4 miles

Suitability: All who are reasonably fit. Not suitable for wheelchairs /pushchairs

Footwear: Walking shoes/boots.

Start: St Mary’s Church, Bearley

End: Stratford town centre

Refreshments: Wilmcote (pub) and Stratford.

1. Starting at the church gate, walk down the road for approximately 80 yards.
2. Turn left along Ash Lane. Keep walking straight ahead, ignoring all left and right turns until the 
 A3400 is reached, approximately 1/4 mile. Turn left and walk about 50 yards on the grass verge of 
 the A3400.
3. Cross the road carefully to a way-marked stile.
4. Ascend the steep steps, then follow the footpath straight on to a corner by a gate in the field. Veer 
 left through a gap in the fence. Continue along the path with a ditch on your right.
5. Follow the path, past some large oak trees towards the distant copse. Pass a way-marker at a left-
 hand bend in the path.
6. Carry on to reach a railway level crossing.
7. Cross carefully and follow the winding path through the woods, over a wooden bridge to reach a 
 stile on to the Stratford Canal. Cross it and turn left towards Wilmcote. 
8. Soon pass bridge No 58 to arrive at Wilmcote.
9. Continue along the canal towpath until you reach Stratford.
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Shorter alternatives

1. At point 8, leave the canal and walk to the right down to the Wilmcote village green bus stop to 
 catch the 229 bus back to Bearley. 
OR
1. Take the 229 bus from Bearley to Wilmcote village green. Walk up the road, past Mary Arden’s 
 House. Cross the road where it goes over the canal and join the canal towpath to walk into 
 Stratford.
OR
1. Walk to Edstone aqueduct. Walk up the steps before the aqueduct to reach the canal. Turn to the 
 left for Wilmcote.

Challenge
Walk one way - return a different way.

Graeme and Elaine Davidson   

“The Stratford Greenway follows the course of part of the Honeybourne Line, a single track 
railway built in 1859 by the Oxford, Worcester and Wolverhampton Railway and closed in 
1976. Now a trail for walkers and cyclists, the route links Stratford-upon-Avon with the 
village of Long Marston.

The route is signed southwards from the railway station at Stratford-upon-Avon, and 
the railway path begins near the racecourse at Seven Meadows Road. If you keep quiet, 
you may hear the song of the skylarks which nest here. You will cross the Avon using the 
multi-span Stannals Bridge, and then cross the Stour. The route continues through peaceful 
countryside to the village of Long Marston. The path has become a refuge for wild plants 
and animals as intensive farming practices drive them out of the surrounding fields, and as 
well as fruit and walnut trees, you may spot cowslips, knapweed, wild carrot and tansy.” 
(Source: Sustrans website)

It’s certainly rural; I spotted 3 yellowhammers one day when I was walking along the Route. The Mason’s 
Arms is in the centre of Long Marston village, just after the end of the Greenway.  

Elizabeth Gorsuch    OrByBicycle
National Cycle Route 5 passes through Wilmcote on its 
way to Stratford.
In order to reach Route 5 you must either cycle through Bearley to the A3400 where you turn left. Cycle 
up the hill on the main road until the right-hand turn to Wilmcote. This road is quite peaceful and 
leads you to the canal and Route 5 (2.6 miles, 13 mins from Village Hall) where you turn left onto the 
towpath.

OR turn right at the A3400 then left up Salters Lane and follow the signs on the minor roads via Aston 
Cantlow up the hill to Wilmcote. At the T-junction in Wilmcote turn left into Station Road past Mary 
Arden’s Farm until you reach the canal. Go right after the bridge onto the canal towpath which is Cycle 
Route 5 (8.7 miles, 45 mins but quiet roads)

The cycle route will then take you all the way to Stratford. You can then extend your ride on Route 5 by 
going down the Greenway to Long Marston. 
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BearleyVineyard CyclingNews
Our grape harvest this year started three weeks earlier than usual due to good weather at fruit set, and 
then stunningly hot dry weather in June, July and August. The bunches of grapes were bigger, more 
luscious and juicier than ever, as well as being more plentiful. Last year we picked half a tonne of Pinot 
Noir grapes from our half acre of vines and this year the crop was three and a half tonnes! As long as we 
can keep the foxes and badgers at bay we are looking forward to two further bumper harvests of Regent 
and Seyval Blanc grapes and then a very exciting 2018 vintage.

As we are members of the regional wine association the Mercian Vineyards Association and also 
the national association GB Wines we meet up with other vineyard owners and enter their annual 
competitions. All our wines, rosé, red, white and sparkling, have won prestigious awards at both regional 
and national level but one of the most exciting times was when we won the gold medal for our English 
Sparkling; winning such an award keeps us going when working on those cold wet winter days pruning 
the vines, mending rotten posts, fixing machinery, mowing grass, and keeping up with wine deliveries and 
paperwork. It is also a good feeling to think we, who are just a tiny plot of land in Bearley, can produce 
wine on a par with the huge hundred-acre English Estate vineyards down south.

Our wine is on sale at various local shops and wine merchants including the Shakespeare Houses and 
Snitterfield Village Stores. Our other outlets can be seen on our website www.bearleyvineyard.co.uk
If you would like to sample our wines we do tastings at our stall at Warwick Market on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of the month. Also at the market you can find delicious local cheese, fresh fruit and veg and 
traditional French bread, so lunch is sorted!

Jo and Richard Le Page

Did you go out onto Snitterfield Road on Sunday 7 October? If you did, I am sure you noticed that there 
was a cycle event taking place with hundreds of cyclists going up and down the road.  Most were in 
groups, with marshalls in cars at the front and motorbikes at their rear for their safety.

The event was part of the annual Tommy Godwin Memorial Road Race organised by Solihull Cycling 
Club. This was set up in 2013 in memory of 1948 Olympic cycling medallist Tommy Godwin. All profits 
go to fund the West Midlands Marie Curie Hospice in Solihull where Tommy spent his last few days. Over 
£60,000 has been raised.

Did you notice that the cyclists didn’t look all that young? This year Solihull CC was joined by the League 
of Veteran Racing Cyclists (LVRC) so this was a race for men over 40 years old. They cycled 48 miles (6 laps 
each of 8 miles) from Bearley, through Snitterfield, Wolverton, Langley Green and then back to Bearley. 
Cyclists came from all over the country and the village hall was the headquarters.

There was at least one competitor over 80, so who says you are too old to cycle?

Ed

An Exceptional year!



828 929

Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a national initiative where active members of local communities join 
with the support of the Police to monitor speeds of vehicles using speed-detection devices. 

Vehicles exceeding the speed limit are referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers to reduce 
their speeds. In cases where education is blatantly ignored and evidence of repeat or excessive offences is 
collated (even across county borders), enforcement and prosecution follow. 

CSW Online is working on behalf of the Police and communities to organise and coordinate CSW activity. 
Speeding is not just a local phenomenon - neither is Speedwatch. 

Speeding continues to be a concern for many communities in both rural and urban environments. 
Therefore, Community Speedwatch is not restricted to villages and rural towns. Neighbourhood Policing 
Panels have an important role to play in developing safer urban communities and the adoption of 
speedwatch schemes could assist them to more easily achieve their goals. 

Volunteers receive appropriate training, and are supported by neighbourhood policing team (NPT) staff. 
The scheme aims to cater for the problem of real or perceived speed related offending, and through 
partnership with the community it is to be used in circumstances that are necessary, justifiable and 
proportionate in order to: 

• Reduce death and injury on the roads
• Improve the quality of life for local communities
• Reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit
• Increase public awareness of inappropriate speed

Speedwatch activity is not about interfering with neighbours’ behaviour; it is a proactive solution to 
improve the safety and quality of life for everyone in the community. 

If you would like to take part in this to monitor speeds of vehicles passing through Bearley 
please contact the Parish Clerk, Nicola Everall on 01926 485066 or bearleypc@outlook.com 

We only have 4 volunteers at present and need more.

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH
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BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function?  It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall, 
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities. 
The normal charges are:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour*

  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial 
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

To book the Bar 
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully 
stocked on a sale or return basis and has 
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up 
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark 
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more 
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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WasteNotWantNot
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DoMoreDoNation

AReminder
A reminder from Simon Guard, Watch Commander at 
Stratford-Upon-Avon Fire Station
As mentioned before in the Bearley Beacon, if you would like a fire crew to visit and carry out a safe-and-
well check on your property, the number to call is 01926 466282. This is a free service, during which the 
officers will check that people have correctly-fitted working smoke alarms.

Also don’t forget to test your smoke alarms once per week and to have your chimneys swept regularly.

Do you have a pair of crutches or other medical support equipment that you no longer need but don’t 
know what to do with? Warwickshire’s Integrated Community Equipment service is appealing to customers 
to return them so they can be reused.

If you have worked with one of our health and social care practitioners, you or a family member may 
have borrowed one of the following devices: mobile hoists, walking frames, cushions, trolleys, perching 
stools, patient turners, crutches, repose products, wheelchairs, bath lifts and commodes.

If you still have one of these devices but no longer have a use for it, please return it to Millbrook 
Healthcare by calling 0333 321 8986. They will assess it for reuse, so that when it is returned, the council 
can clean it and pass it on to another individual in need. If this is not possible, the equipment will be 
correctly recycled.

BurtonFarmRecyclingCentre

DoNation helps people commit to make small behaviour changes that add up to a better world, like ditching 
the disposable coffee cup, composting at home, cycling to work, driving more efficiently, eating less meat or 
turning the thermostat down a notch. You can either make a pledge yourself, or start a campaign - at home 
or at work - to raise pledges from friends, family and colleagues.

It’s a great way to make a small change for either yourself or a group of people.

For more details see: https://www.wearedonation.com/

As from October, winter hours returned to the Burton Farm recycling centre and are now:

Mon-Fri 0930-1515 hours  •  Sat-Sun 0830-1615 hours  •  Effective until April 2019.
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

The last collection in December which should be on Christmas Day, Tuesday 25th, will take place 
on Thursday 27th December. There will be no collection on Tuesday 1st January 2019. The blue 
recycling bin will be emptied on Wednesday 2 January and the green bin on Saturday 5 January.

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2018

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at 
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

November 6, 27 December 18

A message from Debbie Bennett: 
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or 
infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books 
in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving 
the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 

Recycling
4December 2018

Recycling
18

Rubbish
11

Rubbish
27
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TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101. 
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999

EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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Have your say on local planning...
As a Bearley resident, you can have a direct say in making Bearley a better place and
environment to live for the benefit of the whole community.

You should have recently received a booklet in the post entitled Neighbourhood Plan: What are we doing in Bearley?

The Neighbourhood Plan is where we can take forward our shared vision of our community. The booklet explains how 
the draft local plan is being prepared and the range of policies it will contain.

Policies included in the Plan have been devised by a team of volunteering residents based on public
consultation on local needs, including the detailed questionnaire that many of us answered in 2014/5.

This Draft Plan will shortly be circulated to every household in the village as well as stakeholders including village 
organisations, businesses, landowners and specified public and private bodies. This will be followed by a six-week period 
of consultation early in the New Year. where stakeholders will have the opportunity to comment on the Draft Plan.

Comments made by stakeholders will be analysed and necessary modifications will be incorporated. The
Plan will then be presented to Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) together with a Consultation Statement which 
records all comments received and modifications made. The Plan is then checked by SDC to ensure all legal requirements 
are met and then sent to be examined by an independent examiner.

Receiving the examiners report SDC will decide on taking the Plan to a referendum where all residents on electoral 
register can vote and a majority of over 50% of voters will result adoption of the Plan.

Once adopted, the Plan will have the force of law. This means the policies it contains will form a key part of the decision-
making process when any planning application is made, giving us all a bigger say in what happens in our village.

If you didn’t receive a copy of the booklet, or want to find out more about the Neighbourhood Plan, please
contact Nicola Everall at bearleypc@outlook.com or visit http

Arslan Erinmez
Chairman of Bearley Parish Council

Simon Ward
Chairman of Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group




