Bearley Beacon
For Community Matters

Picture credit: Andrew Gorsuch

MARCH

2019

One year (6 issues)

Running the same advertisement
Full page
½ page 		
¼ page		

£40.00
£20.00
£10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue
add £3 per changed advertisement.
Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council.
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at

bearleybeacon@aol.com

to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue
Full page
½ page 		
¼ page		

Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council
Well you can’t say that nothing ever happens in Bearley! Santa came to visit us on the Saturday before
Christmas much to the delight of our children, and just before Santa arrived there was a Christingle
service in the church with candles, oranges and sweets. You can read about both of these in this issue.

£18.00
£8.50
£4.00

Sadly, the members of the WI were unable to find officers for the committee for the new year but a new
ladies’ group has started up on, still on the evening of the second Thursday of the month. The group is
called the Y-Not Club. So why not give it a try (if you are a lady!). Ladies’ table tennis club still meets on
a Monday morning in the village hall and is a good opportunity for some exercise and a chat.
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I hope lots of you went to the Bearley Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Days at the Village Hall last
month. If you missed them, it’s not too late to put your views forward as the consultation period runs
until the 14th of March. Just go to http://www.bearley.org/neighbourhood-plan/neighbourhood-plan/
then download the plan as a word document and send the completed form to np@bearley.org.
As usual, I would like to say thank you to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon,
those who distribute it and special thanks to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge.
Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail
bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the May 2019 Issue is 31st March 2019.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Front cover: St Mary’s Church in the spring. Photo by Andrew Gorsuch.
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article/advertisement is the opinion of its author and does
not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.

Bearley WI has sadly had to suspend their meetings as they have been unable to form a
committee for 2019. The WI has been part of Bearley Village life and enjoyed by many women
for many years and will be missed.
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts

BearleyParishCouncilReport

Parish Councillors:

The Parish Council met on Monday 28 January 2019 and a summary of the minutes of that meeting is as follows:

Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392,
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com

Present:

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352,
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk
Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, The Village Hall, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 0SR
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU,
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Cllr Arslan Erinmez (Chair), Cllr Richard Le Page & Cllr Andrew Spiller.
District Councillor S Lawton and County Councillor Mrs Anne Parry
Parish Clerk: Nicola Everall
Public:
1 member of the public

Public Forum (subject to a time limit of 15 minutes)
Concern was raised regarding the overhanging branches from trees on the footpaths near the former
Countrywide site.
It was also noted that the footpath on the Snitterfield Road towards the village had subsided in a number
of areas and the Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department at the County Council to address both
matters.
It was reported that there were a number of loose manhole covers in the village and Cllr R Le Page agreed
to send details to the Clerk in order that the matter can be addressed with the Highways Department.
The Chairman reported that Western Power had carried out necessary works to trees near to the Green to
ensure that cables would not be affected by branches.
It was noted that a number of positive comments had been received regarding the newly installed pedestrian
refuge.

Warwickshire County Councillor

To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 26 November 2019

Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 26 November 2019 were taken as read, confirmed and signed
by the Chairman.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)

Stratford-on-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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The Chairman reported that copies of the Pre-submission Consultation version of the Bearley Neighbourhood
Plan had now been delivered to households in the village. The consultation was to run from 31 January until
14 March 2019 and there would be Public Open Days held at the Village Hall on 9 and 16 February 2019.
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Warwickshire Rural Housing Association (WRHA) & Warwickshire Rural
Community Council (WRCC)
The Chairman reported that efforts continue and WRCC is liaising with Orbit Housing and SDC to proceed
with the proposed development at land to the rear of Grange Road.

To Receive an Update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club
It was reported that the Gliding Club had until 28 February 2019 to submit a Noise Assessment, otherwise
the District Council would determine the application based on information currently held.

To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page reported that he had met with the Flood Prevention Team and confirmed that the
work that the Parish Council had received a grant for, had now been carried out. However, there was water
retention under the railway bridge and the Flood Prevention Team was to contact Network Rail regarding
the matter. Additionally, clearance works had taken place on the verge from the Railway Station to Cedar
Lodge and near Bearley Cross, but clearance works were still required near the former Countrywide site.

Website
The Chairman confirmed that details for the Neighbourhood Plan had been added to the website.

Telephone Box
The Clerk reported that she had submitted an application for a Change of Use from the District Council to
request that the Telephone Box be used as a Community Library, but the application was declared invalid by
SDC due to perceived incomplete information. The required information had now been re-submitted.

Finance Report
Payments made since last meeting – Noted
Payments received since last meeting – Noted
Income/expenditure year to date – Noted
Invoices received for payment – Approved
The Clerk reported that a request for funding had been received from Bearley Cricket Club for £750 towards
the cost of grass cutting. It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council make a donation of £750 to
Bearley Cricket Club.
The Clerk circulated a quotation from Playdale for £420.23 for the cost of ropes and fixings required at
Bearley Park for safety purposes and members agreed the quotation.

Budget & Precept
The Clerk had previously circulated schedules of estimated income and expenditure for the year ending 31
March 2019 and schedules of estimated income and expenditure for the financial year 2019/2020.
After discussion, it was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Le Page that the Parish Council
make no increase in the Precept for the financial year 2019/2020.

Planning Matters
The following planning matters were reported:

Speed Watch
Despite all efforts to create a Speed Watch Group by the Clerk and members of the Parish Council, it was
agreed that due to lack of interest it was not possible to pursue this at the present time.

Application No.

Application Details

Grit Bins

18/01253/VARY

Object
Airfield, Snitterfield Road
Removal of Condition 1 of application
reference 10/01059/VARY. The condition
limits the permission to a temporary
period and permanent permission is
now sought.

18/02867/COUQ

Gorse Farm, Snitterfield Road
Proposed conversion of agricultural
building into a one bed dwelling

The Clerk had asked the Highways Department to assess the area from the top of at Church Lane to the
junction with Snitterfield Road to ascertain the need for a grit bin, and having carried out an assessment,
the County Council did not consider that a grit bin was required at this location.

Village Hall
Cllr R Le Page reported that an asbestos survey had taken place at the Village Hall and the findings were
minimal, therefore quotations are were now being sought for electrical works. The electrical works required
were to damaged cables and a light in the men’s toilet. The Social Club required replacement ceiling tiles
and remedial electrical works.
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BPC Comment

No representation

SDC Comment

Prior Approval
Granted
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BPC Comment

SDC Comment

Application No.

Application Details

18/03022/FU

No representation
1 The Yard
Part demolition and construction of new
one and half storey extension to provide
additional bedroom and living space

Refused

Bearley Green
No representation
T1 - Remove overhanging branches to
provide pedestrian/vehicle access
T2 - hawthorn - Remove
T3 lime and T4 sycamore - Crown lift to
provide pedestrian access on footpath
T5 - conifer - Remove lower branch
overhanging footpath

No objection

18/03085/TREE

18/03468/FUL

No representation
7 Greenswood
Proposed single storey extension to the side

Date of Next Meeting
25 March 2019
15 April 2019 – Annual Parish Meeting
14 May 2019 – Annual Meeting (Revised date due to the elections in May)
Please visit the Parish Council at www.bearleypc.org

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for
the village. It is there for the village
to communicate with other villagers
whether it is the Parish Council, the many
organisations we have in the village or
maybe to get something off your chest. Any
suggestions regarding the website should
be sent to bearley.org1@gmail.com
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Bearley Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting

Monday 15 April 2019 at 7.00pm
Bearley Village Hall
Please do come along and have your say.
This is an opportunity for all residents to ask questions
and put forward ideas and suggestions
for the community to consider.
Annual reports from local groups and organisations
will be available.
Light refreshments following the meeting.
Contact the Parish Clerk if you would like further information
01926 485066 or 07940 476727
bearleypc@outlook.com
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BearleyFlowerClub

FriendsOfBearleyVillage

We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley
Village Hall between 2 and 4pm.
At the December Flower Club we did two designs. One
was a design of 5 Amaryllis stems secured together with
florist aluminium wire and in a square designer cube.

Bearley Village Hall was transformed into a very magical and seasonal venue by
‘Friends of Bearley Village’ on 8th December for a “Festive Winter Wonderland Supper”.
The main room was awash with twinkling lights and white hazel twigs; a perfect setting for a most enjoyable
Christmas meal, which was beautifully cooked and presented. Snowy scenes of Bearley were projected on
the wall for most of the evening to add to the atmosphere. Local entertainer Kitten von Mew provided many
seasonal songs which kept everyone in the Christmas spirit.

Some ladies did white, some did red. The other design
was a Christmas topiary tree. We did a similar tree last
summer but this time we added more festive flowers.

A vote of thanks was given by David Harrison to everyone that helped make the evening such a success;
which included Judy Webb, Simon Ward, Peter Wall, Jo Wall, Gwen Smith, Gill Groom, Dave Groom, Derek
Bull and John Allies. Nearly £500 was raised for village funds and above all, it made a memorable and most
enjoyable community event.

Derek Bull

There was no meeting in January.

Jo Wall

BearleyLunchClub
There has been a Lunch Club in the village
since June 1983, and we sincerely thank all
our members and helpers who have made it so
much fun since then.
Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the
Village Hall costing only £4.50 (includes coffee,
ice-cream and soft drinks).You don’t have to be
a Senior Citizen to join us, so please come along
– don’t sit at home and be lonely.
Best wishes,

Gwen Smith
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Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road.
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon
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…and thanks from Jo Wall Chairman & Treasurer FOBV
On behalf of Friends of Bearley Village I would like to thank everyone who attended the “Festive Winter
Wonderland Supper” which was a big success and enjoyed by all.
We have had numerous emails, phone calls, verbal comments on how fantastic the food was, the decoration
of the Village Hall, the atmosphere and the entertainment.
I would like to say big thank you to everyone that helped make this event a success by helping with the
setting up the Hall. Thank you to Derek Bull for putting on the slide show of Scenes of Bearley and Messages
and to David Groom for volunteering, without whose help we couldn’t do what we achieve. I’d also like to
thank the 6 FOBV trustees for all their hard work with preparing the vegetables, cooking of all the food,
which was all fresh, selling tickets, painting 6ft twig trees and selling raffle tickets. The tasks were endless but
it was worth every effort.

StMaryTheVirgin
It is long past but we had some lovely Christmas services, particularly our first Christingle service with
sweets, oranges and candles. It all went so well and was so much fun we will be doing it again this year. We
raised £169 for the Children’s Society.

A big thank you also to Kitten von Mew who entertained us with her wonderful singing, even singing Happy
Birthday to someone whose birthday they were celebrating the following day - it was such a lovely touch.
Thank you to those that donated money and raffle prizes and to Simon Ward for printing all the tickets and
posters.
Income:
Ticket sales, raffle, sale of trees, donation:
Expenses:
Food
Entertainment (Vocals, Trees with lights, Crackers, Decorations etc)
Hall Hire for Event and Meeting
Total Expenses
Profit

£899.00
£186.87
£147.04
£89.00
£422.91
£476.09

Jo Wall
December 100 Club Draw winners:

January 100 Club Draw winners:

Over the next months, there will be various changes to service times so keep looking on the notice boards,
read the Link and, of course the Beacon, for further information. You really do not want to miss out!!

1st Bridget Jones

(No: 83)

1st Steph Hawkins

(No: 85)

2nd Richard Le Page

(No: 67)

2nd Richard Le Page

(No: 67)

3rd Mrs Barker

(No: 71)

3rd Diana Erinmez

(No: 19)

Richard has been out and about doing House Blessings. Chalking the door is a Christian Epiphany-tide
tradition used in order to bless one’s home for the coming year. “Peace be to this house and all who dwell
therein”
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StMaryTheVirgin

Date

March:

The service we had for the Baptism of Christ on Sunday, 13th January, was rather special as it gave Richard
an opportunity for all of us to renew our baptismal vows and to be sprinkled with holy water. Not many of
us remember this important happening the first time around!
Now we move rapidly into Lent starting with the Ashes Service on Ash Wednesday 6th March, through to
Maundy Thursday on 18th April. On Good Friday there is a Service of Meditation at 2pm at St Mary’s. As
you well know, St Mary’s is open every weekend for visitors, for quiet time and prayer, but if you would like
it to be opened for some special occasion do let David, Gwen, Julia or me know. And it can be opened.
According to Pew Research, there are some 2.19 billion Christians in the world of many denominations and
in many countries. Christianity is by far the largest of religious groups. So the Bearley Church of St Mary the
Virgin is a tiny part of this. On special occasions we can have a full house, but on average the congregation
is about 14, though not always the same 14. Not bad compared to many others but really not something
to shout about. We do our bit to uphold the Faith: we are always holding special services and events and
it would be great if you could join us. We are a very friendly welcoming church and there are refreshments
after the service with time for a chat over coffee and biscuits.
Sad to say there have been two deaths in the village - those of Roy S. Whitehead and Christopher Everix.
Alan Gardner our past lay-reader and organist has also died. Our sincere condolences go to their families
and friends. May they rest in Peace.
This year we produce a new Church Electoral Roll. All living in the Parish are entitled to be on this Electoral
Roll. Forms are available in the Church, or contact Julia Hayes (731237) for details.
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) is to be held on the Monday 29th April at 6.45pm when all
are welcome to hear and talk about what is going on in your local Church. It is when we thank all those who
help us to care for St Mary the Virgin - the Friends of Bearley Village, the flower arrangers, the cleaners and
gardeners and any others who give time and money. Your help is so appreciated. Without you we would be
in a very sorry place. Thank you. It is your church in the centre of the village, so do come and join us at this
meeting. You can enjoy wine and cheese afterwards!
Love and Blessings to you all

Rector:

Church Warden:

Treasurer:

PCC Secretary:

Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475

David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Philip Hampson - Tel: 731153

Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Cleaning Rota

No flowers until Easter Mr & Mrs Mitchell

BCP 0930 Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday
Wed 6 March

Ashes Service 7pm

Sun 10 March
Sun 17 March

CW 0930 Holy Communion
CW 0930 Holy Communion

Sun 24 March

No service in Bearley

No flowers until Easter Mrs C McAteer
No flowers until Easter
No flowers until Easter Mrs N Parry

Snitterfield 1100; Langley 1800
Annunciation
Mon 25 March CW 1900 Holy Communion
Mothering Sunday
Sun 31 March

MP 1030 Family Service

ss
No flowers until Easter Mr & Mrs Whitecro

BCP 0930 Holy Communion

No flowers until Easter

CW 0930 Holy Communion

Palms Mrs G Smith

Mr & Mrs Barnett

All

Mrs E Gould

Refresh

Mr & Mrs Jackman

April:
Sun 7 April
Palm Sunday
Sun 14 April
Good Friday
Fri 19 April

Meditation 2pm

Easter Sunday
Sun 28 April

PS: If you would like to receive the Church Magazine please let me know, it is £4 a year subscription and
contains much information of what is going on in other parishes in the area.
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Sun 3 March

Sun 21 April

Jane Harrison

Flower Rota

Service

CW 0930 Holy Communion
MP 1030 Family Service

BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Common

Worship • MP – Morning Prayer
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SnipesShortMatBowlsClub

TheY-NotClub

We’re back again!

So, what is the Y-Not Club, you may well ask!

2016 World Short Mat Pairs’ Champion, Peter Hore, and his partner, Elise, were in Bearley again just after
Christmas to visit relatives, and joined regulars at the Friday session of bowling at the Village Hall.

• It is a club for Ladies who want to meet to have a bit a fun, perhaps learn something new, share some
time with old friends and make some new friends.

Peter and Elise are amateur players, playing bowls most weekends in the winter and once in the week from
their base in Cornwall. Last year Elise was in the winning British A team in Aberdeen; later this year she
and Peter will be representing Britain in matches in Belfast, York and Belgium.

• The club is held on the second Thursday of the month at Bearley Village Hall at 7.30 pm.

Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club started life nearly 25 years ago in Snitterfield, but moved to the village hall in
Bearley when the new hall was built. Members play 3 times a week – Mondays and Fridays 2 pm – 4 pm
and Wednesdays 7 pm – 9 pm. They have obviously been practising hard as they certainly kept their end up
when playing with Peter and Elise! The practices provide easy exercise for anyone of any ability and are also
a lovely social occasion. Refreshments are provided and birthdays are celebrated with a cake!

Ed

• The programme of activities is planned and organised by all members with everybody having the
opportunity to choose what to do.
The Programme planned so far is:
• Thursday 14 February 19 – Card Making, Chat and Planning for future meetings
• Thursday 14 March 19 - ‘The Lady Bailiff’ - a talk by Beverley Warman
• Thursday 11 April 19 – DIY Easter Bonnets
So Y-Not (why not!) come along and join us. You will be sure of a warm welcome. If you want to find out a
bit more you can contact:
Julie Webb – 01789 731564, Sylvia Orton – 01789 731198
We look forward to seeing you soon.
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NatureNotes
I have just sent off to the RSPB my figures for the Big Garden Bird Watch – I wonder if anyone else in
Bearley has taken part? All you have to do is count the birds which land in your garden in any one hour
over a 3 day period. I would be interested to hear from anyone who did take part. Next year I will give
you notice about a month before it is taking place so that I can help you prepare.
Birds in my garden have been plentiful during the last 3 weeks in January so I have been able to get
some nice photos including several birds which I would not call everyday ones – these were Lesser
Redpolls, Nuthatches, Marsh Tits and Green Woodpeckers.
Also we have had 2 Stock Doves (SD) and 2 Collared Doves (CD) more or less everyday but I was unable
to take a photo showing both birds together – I wonder if anyone in the village saw one or both of these
species? You may have seen a SD but thought it was a Woodpigeon (WP) – the SD is slightly smaller but
the main difference is the WP has white patches on its neck and wing, whereas the SD has an iridescent
sheen on its neck but no white.
The Collared Dove is slightly smaller than the SD but looks much more elegant (see photo). It is a pale
pinkish-buff dove with dark flight feathers, a black collar on part of the neck and a broad white band at
the tip of the tail which can only be seen when in flight. I have always thought of the CD as a very timid
bird but I stood corrected this week when several times I saw a CD shooing away a Woodpigeon.
Any queries, comments or suggestions regarding this or any previous article/s would be welcome.
Telephone 731671 or email bbyoung167@gmail.com

Brian Young

SantaRun
On Saturday 23rd December the elves took to the streets of Bearley and Snitterfield for
what is becoming an annual event.
Santa started on his sleigh in Park Lane, Snitterfield and met many excited children along the way. The
turnout this year was quieter than last but the children’s faces lighting up when they saw Santa made it
every bit as worthwhile.
This year, some children were invited into Santa’s sleigh and got to have a photograph with the man
himself. It was really lovely to be able to do this! Grange Road turned out in style with one group setting
up camp and offering drinks to neighbours, making an event out of it themselves. The Santa run is
bringing the village together and we could not wish for more.
This year we have decided to support Action for Children, alongside two local projects in the village to
encourage more wildlife into Bearley. We raised a total of £108 this year which is a super contribution.
This event can’t go ahead without the help of some truly wonderful local people: Jack Mee from Mee’s
Wood who provided the sleigh and ‘reindeer’; Santa’s elves Clare and Erin Spiller, Sonia Drake, David
and Montgomery Prince and Sophie-May Wuerth; Steph Smith who provided bags of reindeer food for
the children to sprinkle on their lawns at Christmas Eve and all those that donated lights to decorate the
sleigh. A big special mention to Santa - without you this event would be nothing. Wyevale Garden Centre
kindly donated the battery operated lights that lit up Santa’s sleigh.
A huge thank you to all those that donated raffle prizes.
You can see the winners on the Bearley Village Facebook page.
We hope you all enjoyed it and we look forward to
seeing some more happy faces next Christmas.

Jo Wish

Elves Dave and Jo

18

19

BearleyVillageHallReport
REPORT OF THE BEARLEY VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The Bearley Village Hall Trust held the Annual General Meeting on 3rd December 2018 and the audited Accounts
for the year ended 31st March 2018 were approved and will be lodged with the Charity Commissioners.

Why not hire the Village Hall for your function? It has excellent facilities including; Large Hall,
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities.
The normal charges are:

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN

The Trustees willing to stand were elected as follows:
Representative Members:
Philip Hampson Chair and Parochial
			
Church Council
Graham Castle
Vice Chair and Cricket Club
Parish Council
Richard LePage
Gill Groom
Women’s Institute
Ian Partridge
Friends of Bearley Park
			
and Play Area

BearleyVillageHall

Elected Members:
Trudy Hampson
Treasurer
Charlotte Pettitt
Secretary
Representatives with non-voting rights:
Katie Edwards
Sports and Social Club
Caretaker/bookings clerk
Kizzy Warner

(Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)

MEETING ROOM
(Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room)

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL
(when available)

£15.00 per hour*
£6.00 per hour
£25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a beneficial
rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

The Trustees stated that they were indebted to the Parish Council for agreeing to extend the loan which
enabled the new roof to be completed in 2018.

To book the Bar
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully
stocked on a sale or return basis and has
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621
or Mark 07786 803 790

Ongoing active research is undertaken for grants and funding towards equipment and upgrade.
Especial thanks were given to Friends of Bearley Village for funding new tables and for private donations
received towards the purchase of a new cooker and chairs.
The Cricket Club keep the sports field in excellent condition which is of great benefit to all and the envy of
other clubs.
The Social Club is an asset to the community and is instrumental to the ongoing financial viability of the hall.
For 2019 the Trustees are producing a new website for the hall with an online booking system to
maximize lettings.
With this excellent facility within easy reach it is important that it is used to full capacity. If you can spare a
little time to help you would be most welcome.

Charlotte Pettitt
Secretary. 07900 523188
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Friends of Bearley Park...
Woodland Trust to plant around
have obtained some trees from The ’t have a date yet as it depends
don
the Park some time in March. We
out for posters in the village!
tch
Wa
when the trees are delivered.

To book the Village Hall,
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road,
Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile: 07935 343227
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CharlecoteMill
Five miles away from the village of Bearley lies a national treasure. Charlecote Mill lies on the banks of
the River Avon, just off the road between Hampton Lucy and Charlecote. It is not owned by the National
Trust like nearby Charlecote Park; it is not a museum. It is one of the very few surviving commercial
working watermills in the UK. Every weekday (when the water levels allow) one or both of the
waterwheels are turning, providing the power for the French Burr Stones to grind the wheat.
Time has stood still at the Mill; all the work is still done as it would have been in the days of Queen
Victoria. The flour is packed by hand into paper sacks of varying sizes. The wheat used all comes from local
farms within 3 miles of the mill, so when you buy the flour you are keeping food-miles to almost zero.
Throughout the summer Charlecote Mill holds Open Days, with guided tours for visitors to experience
some of the best of British history. Entry to the Mill costs only £4.50 for adults, £2.50 for children under 15
and £12.00 for a family ticket (children under 5 go free). Home-made cakes with tea or coffee are offered
at the end of the tour, subject to availability.

Sadly, this wonderful mill is threatened. Stratford District Council and the Avon Navigation Trust are
trying to change the Avon so that it is navigable along this stretch of the river. This would mean the end
of the mill, as it would change for ever the flow of water which turns the mill wheels. An environment
unchanged for hundreds of years would be ruined. These attempts to change the river are being
vigorously opposed by Warwick Castle and the National Trust as well as by Charlecote Mill, all of which
own properties beside the river.

STOP PRESS

On 11 February, Stratford-on-Avon District Council unexpectedly withdrew its support from
the extension of the Avon Navigation scheme. The Deputy Leader of the Council stated
that the business case for the proposal was weak with the environmental and capital costs
outweighing the benefits. Let us hope that the mill will be safe for another 250 years!

Ed

The Open Days in 2019 will be on:
Sunday 21 April (Easter Sunday); Monday 22 April (Easter Monday)
Monday 6 May (Bank Holiday); Sunday 12 May; Monday 27 May (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 9 June; Sunday 14 July
Sunday 11 August; Monday 26 August (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 8 September; Sunday 13 October
So escape from your screens! Join Karl Grevatt, the miller, on one of the Open Days. Enjoy looking round
the mill, and stay for a while to relax by the peaceful River Avon. Keep a lookout for the kingfishers and
grey wagtails which are often around.
Charlecote is a working mill and Karl is there most days of the week (between 10.00am and 4.00pm). If
you wish to visit to buy flour or for any other reason outside of normal visiting times, please contact Karl
in advance on 01789 842072 or through the contact form on the website.
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Karl Grevatt the miller
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StratfordFoodBank
This letter was received by Joan Wilkinson in Snitterfield. She has asked me to pass the message on to
the people of Bearley.
18 February 2019
Dear Joan
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port. Thank you, best wishes
We really do appreciate your sup
Kim Ford
Treasurer and Trustee

To donate to The Food Bank
Tinned or packaged food only, no fresh or chilled items, small sizes preferred, and
unopened and in date please!
Over 90% of the food distributed by foodbanks in The Trussell Trust network is donated by the public
– that’s why your food donations are absolutely vital to our ability to give everyone referred to us a
balanced and nutritious three day supply of food.
Our shopping list shows the food items that we need right now and can be seen on

https://stratforduponavon.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
Food can be left in St Mary’s Church porch or at Tesco, Waitrose or Morrisons in Stratford.
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected
alternates each week as shown below:

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin)
Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Paper&CardRecycling
In a recent waste analysis of household bins in Warwickshire, paper and card was found to make
up the second highest proportion of recyclable material after food.
Why recycle paper?
Recycled paper produces 73% less air pollution than if it was made from raw materials. With
around 12.5 million tonnes of paper and cardboard used annually in the UK there is a lot of
potential to help the environment through recycling especially as it takes 24 trees to make 1 tonne
of newspaper.
How to recycle?
Paper and card can be recycled at kerbside in your blue-lidded bin, and at recycling centres across
Warwickshire.
Paper recycling tips...
• Paper is a valuable recyclable material but only when it is clean
• Remove any plastic wrapping from newspapers and magazines - this can be recycled with plastic
bags at larger supermarkets
• If you scrunch paper and it doesn’t spring back, then it can be recycled
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VolunteeringOpportunities

with Warwickshire Recycles

Would you like to make a difference to the environment by volunteering for a few hours a month? Help to
spread the word about reducing waste and recycling more while learning new skills and meeting new people.
Contact us to find out more about volunteering in the following areas:
• Up-skill your friends and neighbours in home composting by becoming a Master Composter
• Encourage reuse and help Age UK Warwickshire as a Reuse Shop Volunteer
• Lead the way in reduction and recycling as a Waste Minimisation Champion
• Share your amazing skills as a Repair Café repairer, organiser or helper
• Clean up your neighbourhood as a Litter Picking organiser or casual picker
For more information contact us by emailing waste@warwickshire.gov.uk or telephoning 01926 418088.
Pledge
If you don’t have the time to volunteer, why not make a pledge instead? Do Nation is a free service that
aims to help people commit to make small behaviour changes that add up to a better world.
Warwickshire Recycles has a campaign page which can help you choose a waste-related pledge from
ditching single-use plastic to starting composting at home. And you don’t have to stop at waste. You can
even pledge to travel more sustainably by walking and cycling more.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
Titania - Alcester Mobile Library - B Route
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2019
March 19

April 9, 30

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
A message from Debbie Bennett:
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due to ill health or
infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal preferences. We offer books
in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would be eligible and would benefit from receiving
the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk
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TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101.
299
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999

EmergencyPlanningNumbers
Fire - Rescue (Station Commander)
Jim Beston
Fire Safety (Station Officer)
Tom Finch
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor
Robert Jones
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer
Tim Woodward
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road		
Stratford District Council		
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)
0345 8 500 500
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)		
Divisional
Meroqu Henson

01789 293271
01926 410800
01926 423231
01564 792223
01789 266841
01789 267575
01789 404400
01926 415000
01789 840486

UsefulNumbers
Dog Warden
Chiltern Railways
Central Trains
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65
Wheelchair loan, (short term)
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline
Benefits, services, support groups, etc.
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s.

01789 260839
08705 165 165
0121 654 1200
01789 293722
01789 262886
01926 412929
01926 493207
01926 336612
01789 414111

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers
Non Emergency Calls to Police
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers
Emergency Ambulance
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies
National Floodline
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents
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101
111
01789 264491
01789 262886
112
105
0800 111 999
0800 783 4444
0345 988 1188
0800 807060
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