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Advertisingrates

Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council
Another new year is here and this one is a leap year which somehow makes it more exciting! I always
fell so glad for those whose birthday falls on February 29th as they only have a birthday once every four
years - but what a celebration it could be this year, falling on a Saturday as it does. Still, the advantage is
that when your friends have reached the age of 60, you are only 15!
You’ve probably seen activity at the old Countrywide Store site. This has been bought by cass and ICM.
Cass (Cable & Splicing Services Ltd) is a telecoms firm offering a bespoke service including project
management, installation, testing and maintenance of fibre optic, copper, data, cabling and networking
systems. It is based at Glebe Farm, Wolverton Road, Snitterfield. ICM is a shop and office interior fitting
company with a workshop in Bearley Road, Snitterfield. Read the letter from Mark McKinney, the
Managing Director of cass on page 22.
Thank you as always to all who have contributed articles to this edition of the Beacon, those who
distribute it and special thanks to the printer for producing this magazine free of charge. We couldn’t
produce this magazine without you all.
Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on e-mail
bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the March 2020 Issue is 31st January 2020.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Front page photo: Hill Farm Marina by Andrew Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and does
not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor
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ParishCouncilUsefulContacts
Parish Councillors:

The Parish Council met on Monday 25 November 2019 and a summary of the minutes of that meeting is as follows:

Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392,
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com

Present:

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352,
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Parish Clerk:
Public:

Richard Le Page - The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Declaration of Interest (existence and nature) on Items on the Agenda

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall - 9 Beech Close, Rowington CV35 7AH, Tel: 01564 785145, Mobile: 07940 476727,
Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Ian Shenton - 2 School Hill Cottage, Stratford Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6BB,
Mobile: 07971 343074, Email: ian.shenton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry - 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
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BearleyParishCouncilReport
Cllr Arslan Erinmez (Chair), Cllr Richard Le Page and Cllr Andrew Spiller.
District Councillor Ian Shenton and County Councillor Mrs A Parry for part of the 		
meeting
Nicola Everall
1 member of the public for all of the meeting

Councillor R Le Page declared an interest with regard to item 15 below relating to funding for the Village
Hall. Councillor A Spiller had been granted a dispensation by the Clerk in order that he may be included in
the discussion relating to funding for the Friends of Bearley Park.

Public Forum
Mr J Inman raised concern regarding a number of trees overhanging the highways around the village which
he considered to be a potential danger and agreed to let the Clerk have full details in order that the matters
be raised with the Highway Authority.

To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 September 2019
The minutes of the Meeting held on 23 September 2019 were taken as read, confirmed and signed by the
Chairman.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)
The Chairman reported that the Regulation 16 Consultation had commenced on 31 October, and will be
ending on 13 December 2019. Full details are accessible on the website with hard copies available to view
at the Village Hall. The NPSG was awaiting the appointment of an Examiner from Neighbourhood Planning
Independent Examiner Referral Service (NPIERS).

Stratford-on-Avon MP

Warwickshire Rural Housing Association (WRHA) and Warwickshire Rural
Community Council (WRCC)

Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk

The Chairman reported that he had been unable to make contact with the Case Officer for the application to
obtain an update.
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To Receive an Update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club

Village Hall

Following the meeting on 24 September 2019 between Clare Eynon from the District Council and the Gliding
Club regarding the Noise Assessment (including measurement and methodology) required for the planning
application, no report had been received by the Parish Council.

Following a request for financial assistance, the Clerk had circulated a report and proposed budget for
works required at the Village Hall which, was expected to be some £13,076. Those works included slabbing,
resurfacing of the main hall floor and replacement of the wooden windows.

To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures

It was agreed in principle to grant £6,000 to the Village Hall subject to receiving further details of the
proposed works.

Councillor Le Page reported that following the recent floods the Clerk had submitted a report to Mark
Banning at the County Council. The clearance of debris and cutting back of vegetation undertaken by
riparian owners in 2015 had ensured free flow of the ditch running behind the rear boundaries of Nos
15-139 Grange Road. The Parish Council will continue with an annual assessment of the ditch to ensure
appropriate maintenance to prevent build-up of debris and vegetation. The maintenance of the culvert and
the blockage hazard on the assessment plan need to be urgently addressed due to its considerable impact on
Snitterfield Road and A3400 traffic. The conclusions of the investigation on the flow of flood water through
28 Grange Road and proposals for resolution are awaited. It was agreed to contact the land owner where the
broken culvert travels to request that repairs be made to alleviate any further issues.

Planning Matters
The following planning matters were reported:

Website
The Clerk reported that the revised website was now live and the Chairman requested that a date for training
be set to ensure that the Clerk was fully briefed on any changes to the maintenance of the website.

Report and Budget – Friends of Bearley Park (FoBP)
Chairman wished to record the Council’s sincere thanks to Messrs Graham Musson and Ian Partridge for
a most comprehensive report bringing the prioritised maintenance work to the Parish Council’s attention.
Thanks were also due to the Parish Clerk offering voluntary administrative help to FoBP. Together with the
recent RoSPA inspection report for Bearley Park, the Clerk circulated a financial report which gave details
of immediate works required. It was agreed that £2,500 should be included in the budget to address such
matters. This included additional funds over FoBP estimates which did not include costs for engaging
additional professional effort to expedite work.
Proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor Le Page.
The Clerk was asked to request that FoBP provide the Parish Council with a full specification as soon as
possible for maintenance to hedges, weed control and future grass cutting requirements in order that those
works be included in the next financial year’s budget.

Telephone Box on Snitterfield Road
The Clerk reported that the new ‘Book Exchange’ sign was now in place and there were now many books on
the shelves.

Finance Report
Request for funding from Bearley Cricket Club. Bearley Cricket Club had submitted a request for funding
towards to the purchase of a mower for £750 and it was agreed unanimously that the Parish Council grant
the Cricket Club the sum of £750 to enable the club to continue maintaining the sports ground.

Future Meeting Dates

27 January 2020 – Ordinary Meeting
30 March 2020 – Ordinary Meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm
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StratfordDistrictCouncillor’sReport
The following are the main issues that I have been busy with during the past couple of months.
Community Speedwatch
Wilmcote already runs a scheme and has a speed gun, so if you need any further advice or feedback on some of
the issues encountered then either contact Liz Butterworth (Parish Clerk) or myself. Wootton Wawen is looking to
set up a scheme as well and their Parish Clerk might also be a useful source of information.
Climate Emergency
A report should be available early in the New Year, but it is apparent that there is now collaboration between
district councils within the county to avoid duplication of effort as this is such a big issue.
I am investigating how many electric vehicles are registered within the District, their location and how many are
located within a 25-mile radius of Stratford upon Avon, to gauge how many public charging points we should be
looking at and where they should be sited.

Councillors’ Allowances
You may have seen in the local press that the basic allowance and the special responsibility allowances are
to increase. These increases do not even get close to the amount of work that Councillors have to do and the
Boundary Commission has also recognised that the reduction from 53 Councillors to 36 has meant a massive
increase in our workload. Even with these increases many Councillors will tell you that they are effectively working
for less than minimum wage levels, as up to 50% of the hours worked are classed as voluntary i.e. not paid for. I
am happy to go into more detail with any resident who wants to contact me.
Recycling Facility
I have been busy getting the full Council to approve our investment into a £38m Material Recycling Facility at
Coventry that would be built and completed by 2023. We will take up to a 14% share of this along with 6 other
Councils. The shareholding is dependent upon the size of recylate that we currently have (circa 15,000 tons).
Recycling is a big issue and this would allow us to keep costs down and give us control of operations, quality and
the ultimate destination of the recyclate.
Appointment of Chief Executive and a Deputy Chief Executive
David Buckland has been appointed as Chief Executive and Tony Perks as his Deputy

Car Park Charges
My proposals which relate only to Town Centre Council owned car parks are:

Car Parking – Boring? Definitely not!!!

1. To increase charges by approx 20%, in line with RPI since 2012 when they were last reviewed.
2. To review the cost of the over 65’s permit that currently we charge a £10 administration fee for. There are
approximately 2500 permits in circulation.

As I am portfolio holder for operations, Car Parks come within my remit. Here is an insight into some of the issues.

If you’d like further details at any point, then please contact me. The new charges, if approved, will be introduced
from 1st April 2020
Defibrillator
The pads are due to renewed and the approximate cost is likely to be £25 to £30. These are changed every 2 years
as the adhesive deteriorates and the current ones expire in December. I have sent a note to the Parish Clerk and if
there are any difficulties in arranging this let me know.
Green Waste Proposal
A final proposal will be submitted to the Cabinet in December regarding the green waste bin. The collection
of green waste is not mandatory; it is a discretionary service, meaning we don’t have to provide it. In brief it
is proposed to charge £40 p.a. for green waste collection with a £5 discount in the first year for residents that
subscribe during the month of April. The scheme, if approved, will commence on the 1st June 2020. As I have put
together this proposal, I can explain the rationale behind it, or any questions associated with it. Feel free to ask
me at any time for further details.
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Car parking is always an issue so I thought first I’d go to Henley where there are an abundance (relatively) of
surface car park which will get fuller (as will possibly the surrounding streets) as the train stations charge to park.
On the day in question I drive into the car park, which is free to park but usually always full. On this day I found
a space and then the second issue…. is it wide enough for my vehicle….I make a mental note to lose a little
weight as I struggle to get out of the car due to how near the next car is to the line. As I walk across the car park
I wonder what lurks beneath as it is surrounded by shops and houses. Power cables, sewage pipes, water, gas all
possibly under there and at some point in time could present a problem. Then the surface, the pounding it gets
will mean at some point it needs resurfacing. All this is free, in that there are no car parking charges but they still
have to be maintained. I see a car with windows misted, engine running and the occupant looks to be unconscious,
my Henley Community First Responder Training kicks in and I bang on the side window and the windscreen, no
response, I look away for something to use the break the glass if needed and as I do the window has been wound
down and the occupant says “ what’s your problem mate”, I make some kind of apology and as I walk away with
a smile on my face I hear the words “idiot” ringing out behind me. Time to go.
Passing through Wootton Wawen I am reminded that there have been a number of questions raised about
providing a car park for rail users who currently have to park on the road. A similar issue exists in Wilmcote as I
see many cars parked on the road leading from the station. The problem lies in finding suitable land close enough
to the stations and the search continues generally via the Parish Council.
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Next stop the multi-storey car park at Bridgeway in Stratford Town centre. As I drive in I know that it’s ANPR
controlled - no need to get a ticket at this one as it records your reg. number and then you’ve only got to do battle
with the computer on the way out if you’ve been there for more than an hour (first hour is free).
I’m now thinking of the 3 Wee’ds , weeds growing in places they shouldn’t, Weed being smoked in places it
shouldn’t and the final Wee’d , well that’s definitely in places it shouldn’t be.
Maintenance of car parks is essential to keep them looking smart, safe and, as far as you can make them, inviting.
The latter two Wee’ds are particular problems in multi storey car parks, you can smell cannabis as you walk
down the street sometimes but in a car parking area it is very strong and pungent at times. Antisocial behaviour
such as the stairways being used as toilets, drug users using and discarding paraphernalia plus homelessness
and sleeping rough, beggars and occasionally groups of youngsters using the places as meeting places. All in a
day’s work for the team at the district council and the cleaning company. Homelessness and rough sleepers are
encouraged to seek the Council’s help and “signposted” to where they can get help either from the Council or
from the voluntary sector. Some people don’t want to sleep in a hostel or have a place of their own for a variety
of reasons but the sight of someone sleeping in a stairwell with lots of blankets over them can be intimidating
for some people. It’s a quandary and whilst you can encourage them to seek help, you know that they’ll be back
later. It’s a problem for many authorities as you want to discourage rough sleeping but don’t want to appear
“heavy handed” in any way.
Other problems include the number of disabled bays. Have we got enough? There’s also the increasing demand
for recharging points for electric vehicles which are forecast to grow rapidly nationally in the space of a few short
years. The problem is, how many electric vehicles are there in Stratford at various times of the day, what type of
charging, slow for cars not moving for say 10 hours, medium for commuters into town, fast for shoppers who will
only be around for say a couple of hours or ultrafast – generally only for motorways? Western Power are confident
that the system is resilient enough and capacity isn’t an issue so we just need to decide on the types of connections
and chargers and a company to manage them.
Leaving the car park can be a challenge for some. Which way do I go to get down? In Stratford they are well
signposted so not usually a problem but in some you feel you need an A-Z (for those old enough to remember
such things ) or a satnav (if only it would receive a signal). But first let’s tackle the computer or the Pay Station as
its usually signposted. I type in my reg. As I do it’s giving me options on vehicles until I finish typing and only my
vehicle is left. Have I been here for more than hour? Yes the computer says, that’ll be £2. Now the next issue….
the machine has to cater for cash, card, contactless and as there are moving parts in it, it will at some point get
jammed as someone puts foreign currency in or something that isn’t even currency (remember we have 2.9m
foreign visitors a year so it easy to understand how this happens).

So when someone says to me… Car parks ..that’s not exactly glamourous is it……how boring …I want to
shout…”You don’t know the half of it….trust me….boring it isn’t”.
My Summary
As we come towards the end of the year, I’ve been thinking about my time since I decided to stand as district
councillor.
I met a lot of interesting people when I was canvassing last April and this has continued as I’ve got to know the
ward better. I get a great deal of pleasure out of trying to improve residents’ lives by picking up the issues that
are causing them to worry or they feel passionate about and whilst I can’t always get the desired outcome, I will
always give my best and try my hardest to find a way through the issue whatever it may be. I count myself very
lucky to be a Councillor.
Some of the other people that I’ve met include Ministers, MPs, local business owners, Will Wilson (of Bob Wilson
Funfairs) and his wife, market traders, charities, housing associations, officers from government departments,
and a very skilled artist (Rob Turner) who created 5 mosaics (for the walk from the Stratford railway station up to
Arden Street), amongst many others.
Back in July we (the District Council) declared that we aim to be carbon neutral by 2030. This means that many
things that we take for granted now may have to change. As a Council we are talking to other Councils to create
a common approach to a very difficult issue. We are trying effectively to reverse or slow down the effects of 250
plus years of burning fossil fuels and wasting the earth’s resources, so that our children, their children and their
children’s children can enjoy our planet’s natural beauty. I, like everyone else, must do so much more to ensure
that our legacy is a stable world where the natural resources are reused repeatedly, minimising waste and
pollution.
Whilst I really enjoy what I do, one thing I try never to forget is that the family matters and always comes first.
Like many people, I sometimes forget this and then look back and regret the lack of time I’ve given to them.
So, I hope that you could spend time with your loved ones and enjoy the Christmas festivities and from the
bottom of my heart I hope you’ve had a very Merry Christmas.
A Happy New Year to everyone.

Cllr Ian Shenton

Don’t even get me started on graffiti….
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BearleyFlowerClub
We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall between 2 and 4pm
For our October meeting one of the ladies asked if I could show them how to arrange a mixed bunch
of supermarket flowers. We decided to have a budget of £5 maximum and the choice of colours and
flowers was up to them. We would all bring a selection of different foliage from the garden to enhance
the arrangement. The task was very much appreciated by all. It threw a different light onto a simple
bunch of flowers so that in future we will not just put the bunch straight into a vase but will be able to
make a lovely arrangement.

Jo Wall

In November we designed a wreath of conkers,
cones, nuts and twigs. A wire ring was covered in
raffia or Virginia Creeper stems and then everything
was wired or glued on to create a wreath which could
be placed on a door or as a table decoration with a
large candle in the middle.
12
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StMaryTheVirgin
In the New Year we in the Arden Benefice will be welcoming the Reverend Lizzie Holland who will be
joining us for three months as she comes to the end of her training as a Curate. This final three months
will be spent as a full time Curate among us. We look forward to her joining our team. She will be
taking many of our services in Bearley, so please come along and meet her - we know you will all give
her a warm welcome. She is a lively lady! She is married and has just had a baby!
We had a very active time over Advent when Joan Wilkinson ran a Bible Study Group looking at the
last book in the Bible, “Revelation”; to most of us a very confusing and often misunderstood book.
We decided it was too much to complete in Advent so the Study will run on into January. If you want
to join in, please call me to see if we are still meeting (Tuesday mornings). It is challenging, but very
interesting and enlightening.
In Bearley we held all our usual Christmas services. We hope you were able to come along to some, or
if not, were able to pop into the church now it is open every day from 9am to 6pm. Since we have been
able to do this the list of visitors “signing in” to the visitor’s book has risen dramatically -.it is clearly
appreciated.
The copy date for this edition of the Beacon, because of printer’s deadlines , has precluded the 2020
rota for flower arrangers and cleaners getting into this edition. As soon as I have contacted all my
helpers and have all the dates for next year confirmed I will notify all my lovely helpers individually. If
you would like to join the team with flowers or cleaning next year and are not involved at the moment
PLEASE contact me. I would love to hear from you!
For now I have to thank all of you who have helped during 2019. Our church always looks beautiful
and welcoming (look at the comments in the Visitors Book!) It is a credit to the village.
It is an honour to be able to include notices of Births, Marriages and Deaths in this column. Many
folk only know about what is happening in the village through the Beacon or the Link. Please keep
me in the picture. Gwen is so good at letting me know about these events, but even she cannot know
everything!!

is happening in our two Parishes. There are eleven issues a year and is delivered to your door,.all for
£5! (We don’t have a subsidy!) If you would like to be “on the list” please let me know. It is a good
and useful read!
Yours in Christ, and with blessings

Jane Harrison - 01789 731042
January:

Service

Time

Date

BCP
CW
CW
MP

0930
0930
0930
0930

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service

BCP
Sunday 2 February
CW
Sunday 9 February
CW
Sunday 16 February
MP
Sunday 23 February
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 26 February		

0930
0930
0930
0930

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service

19.00

Ashes Service

Sunday 5 January
Sunday 12 January
Sunday 19 January
Sunday 26 January

February:

mon Worship • MP – Morning Prayer
BCP – Book of Common Prayer • CW – Com
a call
resh” and/or the Windows, please give her
If anyone would like to help Jane with “Ref

I have to tell you that Wendy Jones died recently, our sincere condolences to all her family and many
friends.
The Beacon is distributed free by Bearley Parish Council to every household in Bearley, but not
everyone knows about “The Link”. This is the Magazine for the Parishes of St Mary the Virgin in
Bearley and St James the Great in Snitterfield. It is full of news, vital information and details of what
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Rector:

Church Warden:

Treasurer:

PCC Secretary:

Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475

David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Philip Hampson - Tel: 731153

Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042
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Information about the Churchyard and memorial garden
It seems there is some confusion about the Churchyard and the cemetery in Bearley.
Around the church of St Mary the Virgin is the ancient Churchyard, which was closed for burials many years ago
and is ultimately the responsibility of Coventry Diocese through the St Mary the Virgin Parochial Church Council.
The newer Bearley Parish Cemetery is at the raised (South) end (on the left in the photo), and Bearley Parish
Council has responsibility for this. There are different regulations about graves and memorials depending upon
whether they are in the Churchyard or the Cemetery. Both Churchyard and Cemetery are consecrated ground.

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on
Monday 2-00 to 4-00pm
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
Friday 2-00 to 4-00pm
New members are always welcome

BookExchange
Although the Churchyard was closed for burials in the late 1970s, Coventry Diocese gave permission for a memorial
garden in the Churchyard where ashes could be interred, and they impose stringent instructions about this.
In the Churchyard and its memorial garden, the Diocese directs the permitted material and dimensions for
memorials; they also closely regulate what is permitted on and around these graves or memorials. For example
no bushes can be planted; no plastic flowers- except Remembrance Poppies and Christmas wreaths when it is
appropriate; no ornaments; no raised edges nor fences; no lanterns nor bells; photographs are not permitted.
Simplicity is the key.
The maintenance of graves and memorials is, of course, the responsibility of the families concerned.
The Churchwarden has a full set of the current Diocese Regulations and will be able to advise if you have any
questions covering the Churchyard and memorial garden. The location of plots and memorials in the Churchyard
are also recorded.

The ‘BOOK EXCHANGE’ is now complete. It has smart new signage in keeping with the original BT
look. The shelves are starting to become well stocked with both adult and children’s books.
Everyone who uses the library is asked to assist in maintaining
it for the enjoyment of themselves and others.
This may include:
• Donating books which are suitable to be accessed by people
of all ages, including children. Removing books which are
deemed unsuitable.
• Ensuring no books are left on the floor where they will
become water damaged. This may include taking home
books left on the floor and returning them later to restock
the library when shelf space if available.

I hope this is helpful and makes it all a little clearer!

• Generally tidying up the shelves.
• Giving the floor a sweep out if necessary.
• Checking for and removing any commercial advertising
material. Notices or leaflets relating to community events or
issues are welcomed.

David Harrison

Bearley Parish Council hopes everyone makes good use of this
new community facility.

Bearley Parish Council controls the Bearley Parish Cemetery and its regulations and the locations of its burial
plots. Any questions about these should be addressed to the Bearley Parish Clerk.

Churchwarden St Mary the Virgin, Bearley.
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ComputerClub
Christmas has passed and some of you may have received Smartphones or
Tablets either as gifts or ‘hand-me-downs’ as family members have upgraded.
It seems so easy when someone touches the screen and what happens appears
wonderful. Then we try ourselves and bleeps occur, messages come up saying we
must press OK or cancel and it seems it has a mind of its own. Then we are
told we must concern ourselves with passwords and how do we protect ourselves against scams. Is it
worth it we ask?
At the Computer Club we all share our mistakes and more often our successes, often with much
humour, as we learn what are the basics.
We enjoy many things; catching up with the news, communicating with the family by email, messenger,
etc., investigating menus, gaining knowledge in a specific field, getting online with the medical centre,
finding family tree information, selling items on Gumtree and much more.
Unfortunately, for those who do not have the basics in this digital age they are
being made to feel like dinosaurs. Phone numbers are hard to find, multiple choices
from recorded messages have to be navigated and the music while we wait in the
queue is at best monotonous. The requirement to be online is just plain unfair.
However, we are here to assist and all ages are welcome. Should you wish to join
us it is a free drop-in club with tea, coffee and biscuits. If you are just starting, we
can help or if you feel you have recently mastered it please come and share your
experiences with us.
Our members have both Apple and Android devices.

Y-Not!Club
At our October meeting Jill Lillie
demonstrated how to make an autumn
wreath. We then had a go at making
our own using the foliage we had
brought along from our gardens. We
were all delighted with the results.
Bearley Vineyard –
an illustrated talk and wine tasting
The wine tasting evening, hosted by the Y-Not! Club in November, proved to be a popular event with
Richard Le Page of Bearley Vineyard giving a fascinating talk and presentation on:
• The growth of the UK wine industry.
• The development of Bearley Vineyard from its first planting in 2006/7 through to the first harvests
and changes in branding over the years.
• A year in the vineyard including the growth stages in grapes, decisions on when to harvest and a
‘high speed’ demonstration of winter pruning.
• The challenges of telling a quality wine from the label and the comparative costs of excise duty
across various countries.
• The making of sparkling wine by the traditional or Champagne method including: destemming and
crushing; first fermentation; second fermentation “on the lees” in the bottle; riddling and disgorging.
Everybody had the opportunity to taste the Bearley vineyard wines - a dry white, a medium dry
white, a rosé, a red and a sparkling, accompanied by cheese, biscuits and nibbles. As ever there were
raffle prizes to be won, lots of chat and a great evening was had by all. Our thanks to everyone who
contributed to making it such an enjoyable village event.

Suzanne Hotten

We meet most Fridays at 11:00 to 12:00ish at Bearley Village Hall. Please just turn up or
if you want more information please call Graham at 731545

The Computer Club is funded through Bearley Village Hall Trust by Stratford-on- Avon District Council
and Orbit as part of their Digital Inclusion programs.
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TheView
The last edition of the Beacon featured the Edstone aqueduct, the longest canal aqueduct in England. You can
find this by turning left off the A3400 after the railway bridge, and then by going down Salters Lane
If you climb up the steps to the aqueduct, turn right and follow the towpath towards Wootton Wawen, you will
come across Hill Farm Marina. (See photo on front cover.) At the top of the hill behind it is ‘The View’. If you
don’t want to walk, this new restaurant is just a short drive from Bearley – or you can go by the X20 bus as
there’s a bus stop right outside.
David and Leanne Amor own Hill Farm, a working sheep and beef farm. With their business partner, David
Cooke, they decided to build a marina because few local people seemed to have their own narrowboats for
exploring the canal network, partly because there was nowhere to moor them. So they set to work to dig out
the earth to build the marina. Luckily there was a seam of clay, so with the help of a special recipe from a
soil engineer, this clay was used to line the basin so that it doesn’t leak. The marina opened two years ago.
As well as up to 50 boats, the marina has its own resident black swan and two white geese, and the usual
mallards and moorhens. For more details of the marina see

https://www.hillfarmmarina.co.uk/
Grants were obtained from Warwickshire County Council and the EU Social Fund, and The View restaurant
opened in July last year. It was built in a converted cattle barn and grain store with extensive views over the
marina, the canal and Bredon Hill in the Vale of Evesham to the southwest.

20

Food is locally sourced where possible; the keg beer comes from Church Farm Brewery near Warwick.
Sustainability is important too. From their website:

• We are proud that none of our waste goes to landfill.
• We don’t use any single use plastic for drinks, lids or straws.
• Any food waste goes to a local bio-digester plant
• We recycle through composting.
• We will happily refill your water bottle with tap water for free.
When The View first opened, it went crazy with up to 400 people a day trying to eat there; it’s quieter now
but it’s a good idea to book if you want lunch! Don’t go on a Monday either (it’s shut for the day). All other
days it’s open from 8 till 5, doing all-day breakfasts, and also Sunday lunches.
Apart from the downstairs restaurant, there are two conference rooms and a board room upstairs with
disabled access. Private parties can be arranged.

More details from https://www.theview-eat.co.uk/ Tel:01564 627280

Ed
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To the residents of Bearley
It was with a great deal of excitement that both Steve Lewis (ICM) and I, Mark McKinney (Cass), completed
the purchase of Countrywide and Bearley Mill land on Friday the 15th November, after many months
working with the receivers and Tim Cox our agent. These units had a huge interest from all sorts of potential
purchasers, so we are so pleased to have finally completed the deal after so much competition.
Steve and I have both been running our businesses for over 20 years. We employ a lot of local people and
support the village shop in Snitterfield and use the Snitterfield Arms for meetings and the odd pint.
Out short-term aim, which has begun already, was to clean up the site and make it more presentable for
people entering Bearley as the site is currently a bit of an eyesore. The area is now much more secure with
the fitting of security systems, CCTV and the onsite security staff and lighting.
Unfortunately, this has come a little late as on the evening of Monday the 18th November some criminals
broke in through the locked gates and fly-tipped about 10 full lorry loads of approx 100 tons of waste. The
reason for telling you this is to ask for your help in being vigilant as there have recently been other incidents
in the surrounding areas. We are hoping that the police and environmental agency will do all they can to
catch these criminals.
On a more positive note, both Steve and I have met the local parish council and had a very positive meeting
where we have agreed that we will keep them informed about possible future development. At present there
are no plans to change anything and both Steve and I will use some of the space for our businesses and also
lease out remaining units.
It just leaves us both to wish all the Bearley residents a Happy and Prosperous New Year!!

WheelsfromThePast by Derek Bull
Here are some photographs I have discovered from a bygone age during my research into my Family Tree. A
number include images of vehicles and the selection below contain a few ‘gems’.
A ‘Rhode’ in Evesham c.1925
I thought this photograph was taken in Stratford,
but the half-timbered building in the rear centre
looks more like Evesham. The car in view had been
registered in Portsmouth after April 1924. The
Rhode was a popular car in its day, with its fair
share of modest competition achievements. It was
built by William Frederick Mead who had worked
for Dr. Lanchester before starting his own business.
FW Mead was the youngest son in a family of seven.
The first 10hp car, called the Medea, was used by the
family up to 1921, when they moved to Solihull. That
Medea small car, built in the Canoelet works, was a refined little car with a 1244cc Chapuis-Dornier engine
and full cantilever springing front and back.
Norton Motorcycle c.1947
Here my maternal GreatGrandmother Amelia is sat astride
her son-in-law’s Norton which was
registered in Gloucestershire some
time after 1936.

Mark McKinney
Managing Director

cass (Cable & Splicing Services Ltd)
Tel: +44 (0)1789 730 555, Mobile:+44 (0)7980 213 651, Fax: 0871 989 6053
There have been other incidents in the surrounding areas
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600 cc Ariel c.1947
My mother Frances has taken the helm of this 1936 Ariel 600,
with my father Charlie sat as pillion. The Ariel was registered
in Monmouthshire during the mid-1930s. My mother always
said that the exhaust pipe would burn your legs very easily if
you were not careful mounting or dismounting.

BMA c 1926
The Gloucestershire registration letter UD on this BMA was from
May 1926 onwards. It is being, driven by my Great Uncle.
Motoring in the early 1930s
Great Uncle Tom on the right shares a joke around a car
which I cannot identify, but it does have very highly polished
mudguards, and electric lighting, and everyone wears a hat!
In the days before cars had heaters, wearing warm closing
was a necessity. The tyres do not look as if they have enough
tread for road safety.

SparrowhawkKill
At the beginning of October, Sylvia
Orton looked out of the conservatory
window of her house in Grange
Road and saw something happening
on her lawn. She grabbed her
camera and sent us this photo of a
sparrowhawk which had just killed
a pigeon.
Don’t forget to send in any
interesting photos of things
happening in Bearley which you
would like to share with us all! Ed
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Why not hire the Village Hall for your function? It has excellent facilities including: Large Hall,
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Rooms & Sports facilities
The normal charges are:
MAIN HALL & KITCHEN

£15.00 per hour

MEETING ROOM

£6.00 per hour

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL

£25 per day

For all facilities, availability and what’s on visit our website www.bearleyvillagehall.co.uk
To book the Village Hall
Contact: Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, Bearley. Mobile: 0774 835 9412
Email: kizzywarner@btinternet.com
To book the Bar
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully stocked on a sale or return basis and has double-chilled beer
lines dispensing up to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark and Katie at the Sports Club. For more
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 or Mark 07786 803 790
To book the Sports Facilities
Contact: Graham Castle. Mobile: 07935 343227
26
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Facts about waste at Christmas
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

300,000 tonnes of card packaging is used at Christmas; enough to cover London’s famous landmark,
Big Ben, almost 260,000 times.
1 billion cards end up in the bin, when they could be recycled.
The amount of wrapping paper used for presents is enough to wrap around the equator 9 times.
227,000 miles of wrapping paper is thrown away.
6 million Christmas trees are discarded every year.
250 tonnes of Christmas trees are thrown away after Christmas, when they could be used for compost.
Approximately 2 million turkeys, 74 million mince pies and 17.2 million Brussels sprouts are thrown
away every Christmas.
13,350 tonnes of glass are thrown out in the UK after Christmas.

What can we do?
Christmas trees
Small trees can be cut up into small pieces and recycled with your green waste. Alternatively please take to
your nearest household waste recycling centre. Some Garden Centres and Nurseries may also be offering
Christmas Tree recycling points.

Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected
alternates each week as shown below:

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin)
Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Christmas Cards
Most cards are paper based but often have embellishments like ribbons or glitter which means they cannot be
recycled. In January you will often find high street stores and supermarkets who have special collection points
for cards.
Christmas Wrapping Paper
The materials that go into making some wrapping paper result in it not always being accepted for recycling:
Wrapping paper is often dyed, laminated and/or contains non-paper additives such as gold and silver
coloured shapes, glitter, plastics etc which cannot be recycled. Some wrapping paper is very thin and contains
few good quality fibres for recycling. A lot of wrapping paper has sticky tape attached to it which makes it
very difficult to recycle. Reuse your wrapping paper where possible for next year.
Small electrical items
After Christmas we often throw out old electronic devices, which have been superseded by new ones. Don’t
bin them but bring them to Burton Farm Household Waste Recycling Centre
Unwanted Christmas presents
Did you receive something which don’t want? Rather than leave it to clutter up your house take unwanted
Christmas presents to charity shops.
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Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
Titania - Alcester Mobile Library - B Route
The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2019
January 14

February 4, 25

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
A message from Debbie Bennett:
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their local library or Mobile Library due
to ill health or infirmity. Using volunteers, we deliver books to people in their homes once every four weeks, based on their personal
preferences. We offer books in both large and small print and also talking books on compact disc. Anyone who feels that they would
be eligible and would benefit from receiving the service can contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@
warwickshire.gov.uk

Emergency 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs
Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers
any incident and will be attended

Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team
Sgt Robert Shaw
01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk
PC Edward Doxey
Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk
CS Officer Sanjay Singh
Email: sanjay.singh@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain
Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.ukor alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers
Fire - Rescue (Station Commander)
John Wilson
Lifeline Service		
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer
Tim Woodward
Stratford District Council		
Orbit Group Stratford-upon-Avon		
Warwickshire Police - Stratford-upon-Avon		

01789 293271
01926 339577
01564 792223
01789 267575
0800 678 1221
01789 444513

UsefulNumbers
Dog Warden – Warwick District Council
Chiltern Railways Ticket Enquiries
Central Trains
Biffa Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £40; 4-6 items £49; 7-9 items £60; 10-12 items £70
Wheelchair loan, (short term) (VASA)
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline
South Warwickshire Carers’ Support Service
Keep warm and well in Warwickshire

01926 456725
03456 005165
03456 034852
01789 293722
01789 262889
01926 412929
01926 493207
01789 472691

Although phone numbers are given, the best way to get an answer is to consult the website first.

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers
Non Emergency Calls to Police
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers
Emergency Ambulance
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies
Water Emergencies - Severn Trent Water - reporting water leaks and emergencies
National Floodline
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents
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101
111
01789 264491
01789 262889
999 or 112
105
0800 111 999
0800 783 4444
0345 988 1188
0800 807060
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BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. It is there for the village to communicate
with other villagers whether it is the Parish Council, the many organisations we have in the
village or maybe to get something off your chest. Any suggestions regarding the website
should be sent to bearley.pc@outlook.com
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