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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page   £20.00
¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page   £8.50
¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

All meetings are suspended for the time being according to Government instructions. 

Date Event 
Venue Time

2nd Tuesday Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm – 4pm

2nd Thursday The Y-Not Club Village Hall 7.30pm 

Monday, Friday  Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club  Village Hall  2pm – 4pm

Wednesday  Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club  Village Hall  7pm – 9pm

Tuesdays Beavers and Cubs Scout Hut 6.30pm – 8.30 pm

Fridays Scouts 
Scout Hut 7pm – 9pm

Save the 
date!

Available online at www.bearley.org

Bearley BeaconTH
E

Hello!  I hope you are all keeping well and are not getting too bored after many weeks of isolation owing to the 
coronavirus lock-down.  My husband and I are over 70 so no doubt, like many of you, we have not been out since 
the middle of March.  We are very grateful for delivery of groceries and help from our neighbours and friends. The 
important thing is not to go out unless it is absolutely necessary, but we do need to do our best to keep fit.

As you are now reading this, I know that you have found this edition of the Beacon on the village website.  The 
magazine has not been printed and delivered to households as it usually is because of the restrictions on all of our 
lives.  It will probably be the case that some of the information in the magazine is now out-of-date as I am writing 
this at the beginning of April.  Do keep looking at the village website www.bearley.org and also to the government 
website for the latest news. https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Information can also be found on the NHS website https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/?gclid=EAI
aIQobChMInZjkjv7L6AIVQbTtCh3AwwllEAAYASAAEgJGqPD_BwE

I see that many of you are keeping in touch with the Bearley Village Residents Facebook page. The idea behind the 
group is just to connect people at a very unsettled time.  See https://www.facebook.com/groups/850184682120140
/?ref=share

Thank you as ever to all who have provided articles for this copy of this Beacon, and many thanks to the IT folk who 
turn this into a colourful magazine. I’m hoping that the next Beacon, due the beginning of July, will be printed and 
delivered to you as usual, but keep looking at the village website for further news.  Since there will be no planned 
activities in the village I will be relying heavily on news from all of you during the pandemic. Without your input, 
I can’t see that I will have anything to tell you.  Perhaps you could let me know how you have got on in April and 
May, how friends have been able to help you, or things you have been able to do to help others. Suggestions on 
what you would like to see in future issues are also welcome. So please email me on bearleybeacon@aol.com with 
news and photos or phone me on 01789 730507.  There are helplines for more general help on the next pages of 
the Beacon.

The copy date for the July 2020 Issue is 31st May 2020.

With best wishes

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article/advertisement is the opinion of its author and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.

Front cover picture: The millennium window in St Mary’s Church. Photo by Andrew Gorsuch
This window was donated by Audrey Payne who died recently. (See page 14) It was given to celebrate the year 2000 
and in memory of Audrey’s husband, John, and her granddaughter Rosa Payne.
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Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page - The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall - 9 Beech Close, Rowington CV35 7AH, Tel: 01564 785145, Mobile: 07940 476727, 
Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Ian Shenton - 2 School Hill Cottage, Stratford Road, Wootton Wawen, B95 6BB, 
Tel: 07971 343074  Email: ian.shenton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry - 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-on-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk

ParishCouncilUsefulContacts
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CAN YOU HELP?
DO YOU NEED HELP?
If you might be able to help those who need it in the village by 
doing any of the following:
• Delivering essential provisions;
• Delivering medicines;
• Explaining what’s going on; and
• Just having a chat.
Please contact:
Nicola Everall, Parish Clerk, bearleypc@outlook.com Home: 01564 785145 Mobile: 07940 476727

Or:

Arslan Erinmez, Chairman, arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com Home: 01789 731392 Mobile:07836 223175

Or:

Richard Le Page, rmlep@aol.com Home: 01789 731676 Mobile: 07999 859960

Or:

Andrew Spiller, aspiller@hotmail.co.uk Home: 01789 731352

If you need help with anything, please contact any of the above 

Bearley Parish Council

BearleyVsCoronavirus
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BearleyParishCouncil BearleyParishCouncilReport
CORONA VIRUS (COVID 19)

NEW RULES ON STAYING AT HOME AND AWAY FROM OTHERS

The single most important action we can all take in fighting coronavirus is to stay at home in order to protect the 
NHS and save lives. 

When we reduce our day-to-day contact with other people, we will reduce the spread of the infection. That is why 
the government as of 23 March 2020 has introduced measures to stop all gatherings of more than two people in 
public.

Therefore, Bearley Parish Council ask that you strictly respect the following rules:

• Do not use any play equipment because you cannot guarantee you will not 
    touch your mouth, eyes or nose

• Only use the recreation ground for exercise once a day

• Remembering to stay 2 metres or 6ft away from other people who are not 
    members of your household

• Group size limit of 2, if not members of your household

If you need any help with shopping, dog walking, need a phone call, if you are at risk or self-isolating or need any 
help, please contact the Parish Clerk  who has a list of volunteers able to assist.

Nicola Everall
Parish Clerk 01564 785145/07940 476727

by Arslan Erinmez, Chairman Bearley Parish Council

The Parish Council meeting due to be held on 23 March was cancelled but meetings can be continued 
using online services. During the crisis the Parish Clerk is authorised to undertake actions under delegated 
authority. 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan is with the examiner and we are awaiting his comments. The 
referendum for the Plan will be held when the virus matters are over.

The “Can you Help” leaflet was delivered to Sam Smith, Group Scout Leader of 1st Bearley and Snitterfield 
Scout Group, and distributed, shared, e-mailed by the scouts to as many households as possible. Our Parish 
Clerk has been coordinating efforts in Bearley and Snitterfield towards delivery of help needed to those 
requiring it.

We as Councillors are being kept in touch daily with the developments by our Warwickshire County 
Councillor Anne Parry and Stratford-on-Avon District Councillor Ian Shenton.

The Annual Parish Assembly where the Parish Council and the Village Organisations report on their annual 
activities is cancelled until further notice subject to lifting of restrictions.

The Annual General Meeting where the Chairman and Officers of the Parish Council are elected which is 
usually followed by an Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council is also cancelled. The Chairman and Officers 
will continue in office for the next year.

News as we go to press:

• Food parcels are now being distributed to those that are on the extremely vulnerable list (the shielded 
    group) if they have requested help. They should have received a letter informing them to go to the 
    following link www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable or call the dedicated helpline 0800 
    0288327. Further details are also on the Stratford District Council and the Warwickshire County Council 
    websites.

• Food delivery scam – Residents that they should NOT give cash and/or cards and details to volunteers 
    or persons that may be posing as volunteers at the door.
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Since I wrote my last article it feels like the world has suddenly changed. Coronavirus has changed the way 
we work, socialise, shop and generally carry on with our everyday lives.

It is really essential that we observe all of the good advice and practice that is being pushed out from the 
Government.

I find it reassuring and heartening that in these difficult times we have not forgotten those that are self-
isolating, less mobile and those that need our help. The Community groups that have sprung up to help in 
each Parish show that we do still have that community spirit and we all pull together in difficult times.

Let’s hope that this spirit continues long after the current situation has become a distant memory.

The Government announced various ways in which they will help individuals and businesses and these will 
start to deliver the sick pay, benefits, grants and loans that have been promised. The District Council website 
will offer more details on these payments over the coming days and weeks.

• All markets have been cancelled

• Stratford District Council is “open for business” as usual so you can go to Elizabeth House 
    as normal or if you prefer call or e mail. If you have an issue, contact your District 
    Councillor as you would normally, we are here to do whatever we can.

I have to finish this by saying a very big thank you to all those residents that have stepped forward to offer 
help individually or through the Community Groups. If you can offer help, no matter how big or small, 
contact your local group or me and I’ll put you in touch with your local group.

Cllr. Ian Shenton, 23/03/2020

The news on Friday 27 March from Stratford District Council was:

• Introduction of green waste charge deferred at least until March 1st 2021
• Increase in parking charges deferred at least until April 1st 2021
• Chief Executive given power to make grants to support residents and local economy
• Community Hubs – Stratford Leisure centre will be the hub for this district
• SDC website will be updated with links or dedicated information towards the implementation of measures 
    announced by the Chancellor
• Waste collection services are running as normal. Any issues please let the Parish Clerk know
• More details about the small business grants and the self-employed grants are emerging and if anyone 
    wants further details our District Councillor can supply them

News from our Warwickshire County Councillor Anne Parry on Friday 27 March 2020:

• WCC focus this week has been on setting up the Community Shielding Hubs and working closely with SDC 
    and other partners  – these will be distributing food supplies to those identified as particularly vulnerable 
    on NHS list who are self-isolating for 12 weeks who do not have any personal support networks. A hotline 
    has been provided to those on this list.

• Children who qualify for free school meals are either being issued with vouchers or delivered meals.

• WCC now benefits from two Military Planners, who are from Wellesbourne and Claverdon, and together 
    they are masterminding logistics for Shielding Hubs, distribution of food and medicines, transportation 
    and planning support for a Field Hospital at the NEC, which will be set up like the NHS Nightingale 
    Hospital at the O2 Arena. Their role is proving invaluable to WCC.

• WCC reallocating/deploying staff into front line services for Adult Social Care and Children’s Services to 
    make sure children and adults are safe.

• WCC increasing work force to care into the home to reflect those being discharged from hospital.

• Household Recycling Centres have all closed to protect staff and users however, refuse collection will 
    continue as normal.

• VASA is in need of volunteer drivers for the community volunteer@vasa.org.uk

Also beware scam emails! I have received one which is pretending to be a survey and it asks “An in-debt 
analysis of the coronavirus per geographical area in the United Kingdom, It is important that you review for 
your safety.” It then asks for you to press a button taking you onto the scam website. 

It is best to delete it and then clear the deleted items bin to consign it to oblivion.

DistrictCouncillor’sReport

The latest news from our WCC Councillor Anne Parry on 17th April is:

“At the moment WCC has sufficient supplies of PPE for all its care providers and workers visiting people’s 
homes and I have also been in touch with the nursing homes across my patch to check up on this situation 
and assist where required. The hospitals are all coping with supplies and WCC has a stable supply of PPE. 
Testing for care workers is being increased and a new drive through testing facility is being opened at the 
Ricoh this week.”
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ElectricVehicles the Dilemmas
by Cllr. Ian Shenton District Councillor

Global warming affects everyone in every country and causes everything from famine to floods, from raging 
storms to hotter summers. We can no longer ignore the signs.

Vehicles are a major contributor to greenhouse gases but are electric vehicles really a better option?

In short, yes, no doubts at all,  BUT we must remember that there is a large carbon footprint when the car is 
first manufactured, as there is with conventional petrol and diesel cars.  Often, when we think of the climate 
and vehicles we think of the running costs, the comparison of how much electricity, petrol or diesel we use, 
and the carbon footprint of that usage. The carbon footprint of the electricity that is consumed also needs to 
be considered as quite obviously electricity from renewable sources i.e. wind or solar is better than electricity 
from gas which in turn is better than electricity from coal. Leaving these thoughts aside -

In our district there were over 1200 registered “plug in” vehicles (“Plug in” vehicles include hybrid vehicles 
unfortunately) and although sales of these vehicles are still low, the pace of growth in sales is increasing. 
Each owner will generally be able to charge their vehicle overnight at home and therefore, if we assume 
that from one edge of the district to the opposite edge is probably no more than 30 miles, it is possible that 
most owners will not need to charge their vehicles each day or even whilst they are out. This is especially 
true since many new electric vehicles, from the Nissan Leaf to a Tesla, can now comfortably run for over 230 
miles on a single charge.

• Here is the first dilemma, for the local authority. How many slow, fast or ultra-fast chargers do we need to 
    install around the district given that most local users would not need to charge away from home on 
    a daily basis. Visitors to the area might be staying at hotels so the onus may be on the hotel to provide 
    charging points of the right type. For the local authority it is more difficult as some visitors will not stay 
    overnight and so we may need a mix of slow and fast chargers. (Ultra-fast chargers will be sited generally 
    on motorways or trunk roads).

• The second dilemma is on-street or off-street charging and how you stop someone from “hogging” a 
    charging bay for a whole day when all they were doing was “topping” up. 

• The third dilemma for the local authority is what do we do about our villages. Do we install charging 
    points in every major town in our district or do we include every village and town? When I say we, the 
    reality is that most chargers will probably be installed and operated by private companies as most local 
    authorities just will not have the funds to be able to tackle the infrastructure and equipment costs on a 
    large scale.

    Leaving the installation just to the market would see the best sites, such as Stratford Town Centre, being 
    “cherry picked” and many villages would never see a private operator installing points as it would not 
    be economic for them to do so. How could they recover the capital cost of installation with potentially low 
    numbers of visitors using the points? Realism sets in here. We need both the private and public sectors to 
    work together.

    My feeling is that we have to encourage, via licencing and/or planning, certain conditions that mean that 
    for every town centre site where the private operator is allowed to install chargers, they have to provide 
    charger(s) in smaller towns and villages. I am at pains to say that this is how I personally see this working 
    as the danger is that small towns and villages will get nothing at all.

• The fourth dilemma is very simple in many ways. Do the small towns and villages actually need chargers, 
    given that most owners will charge at home?

    Planning where these chargers should be sited is a big headache but, thankfully, the various authorities 
    are now starting to work together. Later this year we hope to have an additional 26 charging points in 
    13 locations, funded by the County and OLEV (a Government department), across our district but we 
    need many more. The coordinated approach is the best way to ensure that separate authorities (and 
    private companies) don’t install their own points within close proximity of other points. This would be a 
    waste of tax-payers money and hugely inefficient.

• The next dilemma is this. Given that the sales of electric vehicles are still relatively low compared to 
    conventional vehicles and the cost of buying one, whilst coming down, is still relatively high, should we 
    install chargers on a large scale now or slowly, which could mean disruption a number of times in town 
    centres?

The range that these vehicles will be able to travel will undoubtedly go up, so installing too many charging 
points now may mean that some never get used and become obsolete.

These thoughts are not all of the issues, just a few, as I haven’t begun to cover infrastructure issues such 
as will the electricity grid be able to cope with the demands during the day for fast charging. Overnight 
charging is not such a big issue. New transformers/sub stations may be needed to cope, the cost of which 
can be high, especially if it is in a remote location. Can we rely on PV cells (solar panels) to create enough 
electricity to charge cars so the pressure on the grid is lessened?

What do we do about our car parks in the Town Centres? Do we give the best spaces only to owners of 
electric cars and mobility registered vehicles? Do we ban certain types of vehicles from the centres, like 
Birmingham is doing?

There are a lot of issues involved in what seems like a simple problem of installing additional charging 
points, but as I said earlier, we are now seeing a coordinated approach emerging and definite signs of 
action. I will return to this theme in the future.
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StMaryTheVirgin
A LIGHT FOR ALL

A Menorah is being lit every night in the church belfry window as a Light of Hope for all of us and the world.

The menorah is an ancient Jewish symbol of faith with 7 lamps. The lamps of the menorah were lit daily 
from fresh, consecrated olive oil and burned from evening until morning, according to the book of Exodus 
chapter 27, verse 21.  The word menorah comes from a word meaning ‘to shine’,so Christians use it to 
remind us that Christ is the Light of the World. Many of us are lighting our own candles at 7.00 pm each 
evening as we join each other in a short prayer about this crisis.

Your Warden, David, had hoped to keep St Mary’s open for personal prayer and contemplation during 
these difficult times, but the Archbishops of York and Canterbury have instructed that all Church of England 
churches must close, as are all other places of worship. Still no-one can close our love of God, and the light 
from the menorah is a sign of prayer and a beacon of hope for the eternal future.

The Parish council has informed us that there will be no grass cutting by the contractor till it is deemed safe 
to do so. If anyone wishes to attend a grave remember to keep safe distances and keep washing hands for 
the safety of us all.

We have to sadly report of two deaths in the village, that of Mrs Audrey Payne, a true benefactor of St 
Mary’s, and Mrs Carolyn Phillips, who was a true benefactor of the Bearley village. They will both be so 
missed by their family, their friends and all who knew them.

May God bless us all and find a way for the Church to soon be opened for us all. In the meantime do search 
for services, activities and prayers on the BBC, Radio or various social media. Our diocese of Coventry has 
many links to streamed services every Sunday and every day of the week, both morning and evening.  See 
https://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/coronavirus

There are also prayers from the Church of England about the Coronavirus outbreak on the Coventry Diocese 
website http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/index.php?page_ref=1680

With much love and many blessings to you all.

Jane Harrison

BearleyFlowerClub
We normally arrange flowers on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall between 2 
and 4pm but at the moment we are not meeting.

At the February meeting of the 
Bearley Flower Club the challenge 
was to produce a contemporary 
layered design with the Laurel 
Leaves layered onto a block of 
Oasis secured into a tray. Moss 
was secured on top of the Oasis 
and Roses were wired and 
positioned into the Oasis at varying levels of height.

The March Flower Club design was Ikebana Japanese Art of Flower Arranging using limited stems 
of flowers together with stems of blossom, branches and leaves. Cordyline stems could be plaited if 
preferred. Moss was added to the base.

Jo Wall

Rector:Rector: 
Rev Richard Mutter - Tel: 731475

Church Warden:Church Warden: 
David Harrison - Tel: 731042

PCC Secretary:PCC Secretary: 
Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042

Treasurer:Treasurer: 
Philip Hampson - Tel: 731153
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AudreyPayne
He was a General Practitioner. They moved from Cardiff to Birmingham where he was an excellent, caring 
doctor who put his heart and soul into looking after Birmingham people’s welfare. They had three sons 
John, Bill and Simon. Audrey had a happy life looking after her family and driving them across France and 
Spain to holidays abroad. She was a confident driver and only gave up driving in 2015 aged 95!

She and John moved to Bearley near Stratford on Avon in 1977 after John’s retirement. She had always 
wanted to get back to the country. John died in 1997 but despite losing him she continued to be very active, 
enjoying her family and many grandchildren and great grandchildren. Both her sisters died before her. 

She was well-known in Bearley as a kind, friendly and sociable lady. Her enjoyment in Bearley came from 
the wildlife in her garden. A little robin that came into her kitchen for crumbs, a pheasant she called Henry 
and many other animals such as hedgehogs and even a large rat that lived under her shed! She and Gwen 
were great friends and once, as they picked plums together, they were stopped by the police. They had been 
tipped off by someone because they were, perhaps, on someone’s property. She had an allotment across the 
road from her house and she loved making blackcurrant and gooseberry jam. She just loved the countryside 
and enjoyed living in leafy Warwickshire so much.

Audrey had a great and solid Christian faith which never faltered despite sadnesses which we all have. She 
took part for many years in flower arranging in the church. She always appreciated the vicars and especially 
the reader, Joan Wilkinson, and spoke kindly of the churchwarden, David Harrison. I was married in the 
church in 1985 and my older son was christened there. My father, John, is buried in the churchyard. To 
celebrate the year 2000 and in memory of John and her granddaughter Rosa Payne, Audrey donated the 
Millennium window in the church (see front cover). After one Sunday service Audrey climbed the bank from 
the Church entrance to the graveyard to put flowers on John’s grave, fell and broke her arm. She joked that 
God could at least have looked after her in his churchyard!

She had no fear at all. She drove until she was 95 and when she and Gwen went to Alcester in her 23-year 
old car each week she would ask Gwen if it was safe to pull out of junctions! She had a small bump with 
someone in Grange Road and insisted it was the parked car at fault even though it was stationary. Mum just 
made an error in judging the gap at 93! She was lovable, kind and would invite anyone in for a cup of tea 
and cake. She knew so many villagers by name and they knew her.

In the last few years at home she had carers to support her and built up long-lasting friendships with them. 
If I were to sum up Audrey’s life I would say she was happy person, positive, very lively and energetic and 
friendly, a lover of books, birds, nature and tennis. She was very independent at home but finally had to 
leave it and went to Cedar Lawn Care Home where she soon settled in her new environment and was well 
cared for. She was 99 when she passed away after a very happy life in which she was optimistic, joyful and 
full of positivity. She never said an unkind word to me all her life. Her funeral took place on Wednesday 
25th March at Oakley Wood Crematorium and now she will join her husband, John, in the churchyard.

Adapted from emails from Bill Payne, middle son.

Audrey Lilian Payne died very peacefully on the 7th March at Cedar Lawn Care Home in 
Stratford upon Avon after suffering a stroke 10 days earlier.

Audrey was born on 22nd August 1920 near Cardiff. Her father worked in the family business, Edward 
England Ltd, importing and selling potatoes. He had been an artillery officer in World War 1 and fought at 
the battle of the Somme in 1916 and on the Italian front. He married Lilian, who was Australian, in 1916.

Audrey had two older sisters and they lived on the edge of Cardiff in the country. Audrey had a happy 
childhood with dogs and a horse, and she always loved the countryside, birds and animals. She enjoyed 
holidays in St David’s, Pembrokeshire, a place dear to her heart. She loved playing tennis.

At the outbreak of World War 2, she trained to be a VAD nurse (Voluntary Aid Detachment) and was based 
initially at Whitchurch Hospital Cardiff where she had a James autobike to get to work at the hospital. In 
Cardiff she nursed wounded troops just back from Dunkirk, then moved to the Royal Naval Hospital Haslar 
in Portsmouth around D- Day and then to HMS Duke, a naval nursing establishment in Malvern. She was 
very proud of her wartime nursing service and was given a wartime medal for over 3 years’ service.

After the second war she met John Payne back from his service in the Middle East and they married in 1948. 
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Sally O’Brien and Gwen Smith

Suzanne Hotten and Marion 
Mitchell

Back row: David Groom, Jean and 
Derek Bull. Front row: John Allies, 
Graham and Vera Rose.

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on

Monday 2-00 to 4-00pm

Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm

Friday 2-00 to 4-00pm

Normal service will be 
resumed as soon as possible!

FriendsOfBearleyVillage
Bearley A to Z Film Show - A Trip Down Memory Lane

Over 70 people were taken on a trip down memory lane 
in Bearley Village Hall on Friday 28th February. Using the 
alphabet as guidance, a film show included 180 images 
projected on to a large screen. The show went from A - AA 
Call Box at Bearley Cross, to Z - David Harrison’s MG 
Magnette ZA. It was a true delight to see so many old and 
new faces, many of whom had been at the previous six 
Bygone Bearley film shows. 

With such a convivial atmosphere, each slide was embellished 
by comments from the audience, adding memories and 
stories that flooded back. Besides present day Bearley 
Villagers, there were many folk with roots based in 
the village, but who had travelled from as far away as 
Shropshire, Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire. 
Dot Entwistle was delighted to see an image of her Land 
Rover Series 1 LWB Station Wagon from the early 1960s that 
she had not seen before. 

A warning was given at the start of the show by Derek Bull, 
that some of the images had been altered, including a 
petrol filling station added to Snitterfield Road, a tramway 
running along Old Snitterfield Road and Queen Mary riding 
in a Citroen half-track whilst visiting Bearley Holiday Camp! 
Refreshments of hot drinks and cakes were served during 
the interval when the draws for the ticket number and 
general raffle were undertaken. Photographs kindly taken 
by Martin Salt are now on display on the Bearley Past Days 
Facebook page. Friends of Bearley Village, who organised 
the event, were pleased to report that over £375 was raised 
after expenses for local projects. Proof again that a sense of 
community still prevails; it costs so little financially, but shows 
a value that is priceless.

Derek Bull
On behalf of Friends of Bearley Village
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StarlingMurmurations
I wonder how many readers know what a Starling Murmuration is?

Or perhaps we have some of you who have seen a Murmuration but did not realise what it was?

On 27th February at 5.45pm I was lucky to receive a telephone call from Peter Wall telling me that he had 
just seen a Starling Murmuration over and each side of the Snitterfield Road between Grange Road and 
the Grange Farm Houses. 

I visited the area on the next 4 consecutive days between 5.30 and 6pm and tried to take some photos, 
as you can see – not easy as it was Dusk, the birds were flying swiftly and the shape and size of the flock 
changed regularly. On the 4th day there were only a few birds so I concluded that they had finished for 
the season. I estimated that there were over 400 birds so I nick-named them “The Bearley Starling Mini 
Murmuration” because in other parts of UK they have thousands, some as high as 100,000’s. The season 
for Murmurations is from October to March the peak being December-January, so I wonder if and when 
ours started to come? We must check regularly from next October!

You might be interested in knowing that a 
Starling Murmuration is a large group of 
Starlings which gather together to roost (spend 
the night) through the winter; the body heat 
from the huge numbers helps to keep them 
warm and protect them from predators. I think 
that ours will have roosted in a field. The noise 
of their wings in flight sounds like a murmur, 
hence the name.

So far I have omitted to explain why people 
travel long distances to see Murmurations. 
It is basically to see a “mass aerial stunt” – 
thousands of birds swooping and diving in 
unison, making incredible shapes in the sky, 
contracting and expanding and making complex and beautiful patterns. Why do the starlings do this? 
Predators such as Buzzards, Kestrels, Sparrowhawks and Goshawks are often seen during the gatherings 
so it has been concluded that the wonderful shapes are performed by the starlings to confuse and escape 
these aerial hunters.

The Bearley Mini Murmurations cannot match anything like this but they are still worth seeing.

Why not hire the Village Hall for your function? It has excellent facilities including: Large Hall, 
fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Rooms & Sports facilities

The normal charges are:

£15.00 per hour

£6.00 per hour

£25 per day

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN

MEETING ROOM

GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL

The hall is closed during the current coronavirus crisis.

by Brian Young
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Y-Not!Club
Even though the ‘Y-Noters’ cannot meet in person, we are still coming together by having a weekly 
Monday catch up email, where we share news, photos, quizzes and just generally keep in touch and 
check up that we are all ok. 

Some of the things we have been getting up to:
• You can never have enough manure for a garden!
• Rhubarb, apple and ginger jam - a great way to use up a friend’s excess rhubarb (recipe below)
• Have some fun working out this quiz

Best wishes from the ‘Y-Noters’, we hope you are all keeping well and safe and look forward to when 
we can resume our monthly gatherings.

Suzanne Hotten
Rhubarb and Apple Jam
Ingredients:
• 1 kg rhubarb stalks, washed, trimmed and 
    sliced into approx 1 cm chunks
• 3 eating apples or a large cooking apple, 
    peeled, cored and cut into small pieces
• 1 kg sugar
• 1 lemon
• 1 tsp ground ginger (optional)
• 25g unsalted butter

Method:
1. Place the sliced rhubarb into a large bowl with the sugar.
2. Grate the lemon into the bowl and squeeze in the juice.
3. Stir. Cover the bowl with a clean cloth and leave for a few hours stirring occasionally. 
    You should see some juices start to come out of the rhubarb.
4. Wash and sterilise jam jars.
5. Empty bowl of rhubarb and sugar with all the juices into large heavy based saucepan. Add chopped 
    apple and ginger (if using).
6. Bring mixture to a boil slowly so that the rhubarb and apples have time to soften.

7. Bring the mix to a rolling boil and boil until it reaches setting point stirring frequently to prevent sticking.
8. Once jam has reached setting point remove from the heat, stir in the butter and leave to cool down 
    a little.  Spoon carefully into warmed jars and place the lids on while still warm.

How to test for setting point:
Using a jam thermometer – setting point should be achieved at around 104-105 degree C.
Saucer method – When you think the jam is approaching setting point (it will start to thicken a little), 
get a cold saucer from your fridge and carefully drop a little of the jam on to it. Give it a moment to 
cool and then press with your finger, if ready it should wrinkle a little. If not, cook for another few 
minutes and test again.

And now for a quiz…
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CherryLane1987
The Bearley Green Development was completed in 
three stages between 1982 & 1988: 1 - Greenswood 
& Church Lane, 2 – St. Mary’s Acre & Bearley Green 
and finally 3 – Cherry Lane.

A view along Cherry Lane looking eastwards, with 
the houses against Bearley Bushes only a few feet 
tall. The road surface had not been completed at 
this stage

A view along the boundary between Cherry Lane 
and Bearley Farm. 

Notice the telegraph pole with crock insulators, 
a part remaining from when this area was the 
domestic quarters for RAF Snitterfield. The blue 
building in the distance was the site office for the 
builders ‘Cox the Builders’ from Evesham. They had 
a reputation for supplying many detail features such 
as rotary clothes driers, shower curtains, exterior 
lighting etc. The exterior lighting was necessary as 
only three street lights were installed for over 58 
houses.

Where St. Mary’s Acre and Cherry Lane meet. 

A view showing some of the unique features of the houses, 
which included useable chimney stacks, handmade clay roofing 
tiles, handmade bricks and the stained wooden windows. When 
Bearley Green was being approved for planning, there was 
opposition from Bearley Parish Council about the colour of 
the windows, as they would have preferred white ones. When 
completed, Bearley Green looked a very mature development as 
many existing trees were retained, but over the years many of 
them have been felled as they were unsafe, particularly the large 
White Poplars. 

by Derek Bull
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Opening times
8.30 am - 3.30 pm
Monday - Friday

�� Fully qualified, experienced and caring staff

�� Excellent indoor and outdoor play facilities and equipment

�� Forest School

�� Strong links with Snitterfield Primary School

Vacancies now for government funded places.
For a visit, prospectus or information, please contact:

Mrs Sarah Clark Snitterfield Nursery School Ltd 01789-731974
Or visit our website www.snitterfieldnursery.co.uk

A not-for-profit organisation
OFSTED Reg EY450987 Ltd. Company 07672389
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Cedar Lodge 
Dementia, residential  
and nursing care home
Putting care at the heart of your decision

MHA is an award-winning charity, with over 75 years’
experience providing care and supporting families, 
so we know what’s important for you.

Cedar Lodge offers:
•  Compassionate staff who care for everyone as 

an individual
•  Personalised care plans, developed with 

residents and their family
• A wide range of activities and entertainment
• Home cooked meals prepared by in-house chefs

Call or visit us online to arrange a visit
01789 731168 
www.mha.org.uk/cedarlodge

Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Covid-19 - Recycling centre closures
Following the announcement by the Prime Minister on the evening of Monday 23 March that everyone should 
stay at home to save lives, we have closed all household waste recycling centres with immediate effect.

Recycling centres will not open from Tuesday 24 March onwards, for an indefinite period. Visiting recycling 
centres is not included in the reasons for leaving home.

All households should make full use of their kerbside waste collection service, which your local council is 
making every effort to keep operational for your recycling, green and food waste and general waste.

All Warwickshire libraries are closed until further notice and all library events cancelled until further 
notice. The mobile library service and the home library deliveries service have both been suspended until 
further notice. Fines will be waived and customers need not worry about returning items in the short term 
– so please stay safe at home and keep your library items with you.

Online services are still available on https://library.warwickshire.gov.uk/iguana/www.main.
cls?surl=eBooks download eBooks & eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers and eMusic for free.
• Download eBooks and eAudio books for up to three weeks.
• No more overdues as your items are automatically returned when your loan period ends.

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries
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Emergency 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs 

Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers 

any incident and will be attended

EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden   Phil.Rafferty@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
01789 260835
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website for 
the village. It is there for the village 
to communicate with other villagers 
whether it is the Parish Council, the 
many organisations we have in the 
village or maybe to get something 
off your chest. Any suggestions 
regarding the website should be 
sent to bearleypc@outlook.com 
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