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A Letter from the Editor
Dear Reader,
This is the 22nd Bearley Beacon which I have edited and it is my last, but I
am delighted to be able to tell you that the Beacon will continue. The new
editor is Karen Mason. Karen lives in Bearley and has recently taken over
from Nicola Everall as the Parish Clerk. Good luck Karen in both of your new
jobs.
For this edition I asked representatives from the various groups which run in
Bearley to just remind us all of that they do (or what they did before the
coronavirus stopped activities). If I have not mentioned your group, I do
apologise, and do get in touch with Karen at bearleypc@outlook.com or
bearleybeacon@aol.com so that you can be included in the next edition. The
magazine only works if people contribute to it, so do keep your articles and
photographs coming in and let us know what is happening in Bearley. Not
everyone has Facebook!

For further information and to make bookings
please see our website: https://bearleyvillagehall.co.uk/
or phone Kizzy Warner on 07748 359412

Bar for hire
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully stocked on a sale or return basis,
and has double-chilled beer lines dispensing up to 4 products. It may be
hired from Mark and Katie at the Sports Club. For more information
contact Katie on 07854 801 621 or Mark on 07786 803 790

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome. The
copy date for the January 2021 Issue is 30th November 2020.
Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Gorsuch

contact Graham Castle - Mobile: 07935 343227

Post script: We are publishing this a little late on Sunday 1st November, the day after
the Prime Minister’s announcement of the November lockdown. Most activities will
now have to stop; churches can only hold funerals; libraries may be closed. Do check
before you go anywhere.

Front cover photo by Dave Charlton: Bearley United v Bloxley Sports - see Pages 22-3

Disclaimer: Any opinion expressed in an article / advertisement is the opinion of its
author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council or the Editor.

To book the Sports Facilities
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I would especially like to thank all the people who have regularly sent
articles in to the Beacon. It makes life so much easier for the editor if he/she
can rely on a basic core of happenings in the village. Thank you also to
everyone who used to distribute the printed Beacon. I do hope we can soon
look forward to being able to have a hard copy delivered to our doors. It may
look different from the issues printed before lockdown, but it is the content
which really matters.

3

Advertising rates

One year (6 issues)

running the same advertisement
Full page
£40.00
Half page
£20.00
Quarter page
£10.00
For a different advertisement in any issue
add £3 per changed advertisement.
To advertise, or if you have any queries,
contact bearleybeacon@aol.com

Local Government
Useful Contacts

Single issue
Full page

£18.00

Half page

£8.50

Quarter page

£4.00

Loose inserts

(available for printed issues only)

Richard Le Page - The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley CV37 0SR
Tel:
01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Village events

At the time of publication some indoor meetings remain suspended. These are
the dates and times of events before lockdown - we hope they all return soon!

Date

Event

Venue

Time

2nd Tuesday

Bearley Flower Club

Village Hall

2 pm - 4 pm

2 Thursday

Y-Not Club

Village Hall

7.30 pm

Mondays, Fridays

Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club

Village Hall

2 pm - 4 pm

Wednesday

Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club

Village Hall

7 pm - 9 pm

Tuesdays

Beavers and Cubs

Scout Hut

6.30 pm - 9 pm

Fridays

Scouts

Scout Hut

7 pm - 9 pm

Bearley Website
www.bearley.org is the website for the village. It is there for the village to
communicate with other villagers whether it is the Parish Council, the many
organisations we have in the village, or maybe to get something off your
chest.
Any suggestions regarding the website should be sent to
bearley.pc@outlook.com
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Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane Bearley, CV37 0SX
Tel:
01789 731392
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com
Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley CV37 0SB
Tel:
01789 731352
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

£5.00 per issue

Cheques should be made payable to
Bearley Parish Council. The Parish Clerk
will send an invoice if required.
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Parish Councillors

Parish Clerk
Karen Mason - 1 Greenswood, Bearley CV37 0SU
Mobile: 07713 280431
Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor
Ian Shenton – 2 School Hill Cottage, Stratford Road, Wootton Wawen,
Tel:
07971 343074
B95 6BB
Email: ian.shenton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry -19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel:
07917 117737
Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi
Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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Bearley
Parish Council
An Ordinary Meeting of Bearley Parish Council was held via Zoom on
Monday 21 September 2020 and a summary of the minutes is set out
below.
Present: Cllr Arslan Erinmez (Chair), Cllr Richard Le Page & Cllr Andrew
Spiller., District Councillor Ian Shenton and County Councillor Mrs A Parry
for all of the meeting
Parish Clerk: Nicola Everall
Public: 2 members of the public for all of the meeting
Declarations of Interest on Items on the Agenda: Councillor R Le Page
declared a personal interest relating to item 15 (Village Hall).
Public Forum (subject to a time limit of 15 minutes):
Mr S Coffey of The Heart of England Forest explained that 200 acres of land
adjacent to the A3400 had been purchased with a view to planting specially
selected trees and allowance may be made for public open space. Planting
would take place from 2021 following permission from the Forestry
Commission. Letters had been sent to all households for consultation.
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG)
The Chairman reported that the Examiner’s final report had been received
and it was expected that final corrections to the NDP will be completed by
the end of October 2020, the referendum for all NDPs in preparation, has
been deferred to May 2021 by the Government subject to review.
Flood Matters: Councillor Le Page had no updates to report, but was
monitoring the culvert near the railway bridge. Councillor A Spiller
conveyed that during the last heavy rainfall, some flooding issues had
occurred on the football pitch.
Website: The Chairman reported that updates to the website had been
made with regard to local organisations under the ‘Community’ tab.
The Clerk had added an ‘Accessibility Statement’ to the website.
Friends of Bearley Park (FoBP): Councillor A Spiller reported that the
chippings needed replenishing and that copies of the volunteer inspection
reports would be handed to the Clerk for filing.
Tree Survey: The Chairman reported that following the recent ownership
survey a specialist from WCC Forestry is expected to carry out a site visit in
October to identify a works schedule for maintenance of trees that are
Parish responsibility.
Village Hall: Councillor Le Page reported that the Village Hall is now open
for small groups and measures were in place with regards to Covid-19 guidelines, including ‘Test & Trace’ and only the disabled toilet was open for users.
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Planning Matters
The following planning matters were reported:

Future Meeting Dates
23 November 2020 – Ordinary Meeting
18 January 2021 – Ordinary Meeting
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District Councillor’s
Report
Stratford-on-Avon District Council

To “D” or not to “D”, that is the question.
With apologies to William Shakespeare.

You may be wondering what the above title is all about. The “D” refers to
Devolution and you may well have read in the local papers and the National
press that the Government may be looking to consolidate smaller councils/
boroughs into larger unitary councils.
I say may because the Government white paper that was expected earlier
has been delayed (and it’s quite possible it will be next year before it
appears) but a number of applications have already been sent in to the
Ministry responsible by various authorities outside of Warwick County.
Until the white paper is published we, as one of five district councils within
Warwick County, won’t really know what the Government is thinking of in
optimum size, rationale and weight that is given to the best interests of
residents but County passed a motion last Thursday (24/9/2020) and a
special motion over the weekend that the County’s submission should be
forwarded to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) by 30/09/2020 for consideration in the first instance. The motion
seems to suggest that MHCLG have said that they will consider the
application in the first round of devolution. This was subsequently the
subject of intense lobbying by the 5 District councils and Boroughs to the
MPs who represent these areas as the Districts and Boroughs may not have
time to submit their plans by the 30/09/2020. Robert Jenrick has given
assurances to all three MPs that he has actually said the opposite to the
County and advised them to hold back their submission until the white
paper has been published.
Neither the County or the Districts have the view of residents as yet and the
application by the County could be seen by some as an attempt to get a
decision before the Districts and Boroughs have submitted their
suggestions on the way forward. It is creating unnecessary bad feeling and
whilst a pragmatic and considered view may well result in an informed
decision falling one way or the other, at this stage it feels more like a preemptive strike to grab power.
Some numbers have been flying around (regarding the optimum size)
ranging from 350,000 to 650,000 in terms of numbers of residents. Stratford
has around 130,000 residents and with Warwick we would have around
300,000.
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I can promise you that I will keep residents informed through the Parish
Council. Even if the whole process started next year and was agreed it
would probably take the best part of another 3 years to implement, so whilst
there is a lot of talk about devolution, there is a long way to go yet and I
hope and suspect that residents will want to give their views on this before
any final decision.
Waste
Fly tipping remains a big issue across the district being around twice that of
last year over the last couple of months. Residents will be concerned about
this and so am I, but one of the issues we face is that of a lack of evidence
to bring the perpetrators to justice. We do have CCTV cameras but as the
location can be random this makes siting cameras very much a hit and
miss affair.
I would ask residents to continue to separate waste into recycling, green
and residual. Residual waste goes to landfill or the Energy from Waste plant
(the incinerator) and whilst the amount that goes to landfill is falling each
year there is still a considerable amount and this gives off methane gas
which is 28 times worse than CO2 in its damaging effects. So…please
recycle where you can, reuse if you can as every little helps (to use a well
know slogan).
The Government is still considering the comments received as a result of
last year’s consultation so whilst it is widely expected that weekly food
waste collections will be recommended, nothing else is yet set in stone. The
talk is of businesses having to pay for the disposal of waste plus a deposit
scheme on bottles which some residents may remember was common in
the 1960s.
Speeding
The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) is being challenged to press the
Chief Constable to allocate the manpower that we need to use the new
speed gun around the Ward. I will not let this one go as speeds on the
A3400 are incredible at times. Cllr. Sarah Whaley-Hoggins, a colleague of
mine in the Cabinet, has taken this up and has confirmed that she is
pressing the PCC to put pressure on the Chief Constable to review the issue
of manning and resource. It seems silly that we have the equipment, we
have a trained officer and we have a need, how difficult can it be to bring
them all together into this area. Incredibly difficult it seems even with the
support of Sgt Andy Eagles who heads up the Arden North Safer
Neighbourhood Team.
Planning
The planning committee structure at Stratford District Council has been
changed and there will only be one committee but combined with new
guidelines this should make the process more efficient.
The Government has issued two white papers and asked for comments.
One issue that really concerns me is the role of the Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) in this as there is scant mention that leads to
concerns that the role of the NDP may be “watered down”. It remains to be
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seen how quickly any new planning rules and changes are introduced but
given that many Local Planning Authorities will need to produce or revise
their local plans, the indication is that they could be allowed 30 months to do
this and so it could 3 years before any major changes take effect.
Victorian Christmas Market (VCM) and the Mop
Unfortunately, as the Markets are part of my Cabinet Portfolio, I had to
cancel the VCM this year and the Mop. There were contractual and legal
issues to be sorted out but my reasons for considering the Mop in the same
way as the VCM stem from the sheer numbers of visitors we were likely to
get. Other towns and cities have cancelled their Mops and Christmas
markets. The VCM attracted over 125,000 visitors last year and is welcomed
by shops, hotels, restaurants and market traders alike, but we could not
guarantee social distancing based on the current rules and the possibility
that the rules will be with us for some months.
COVID-19 Update
The number of infections per 100,000 has increased over the last two weeks
in Stratford District and whilst we are not on any watch list at the moment it
is clear that we need to take extra care to reduce the potential spread of
Covid-19. There is a major concern that mid-October infection rates will be
very high and the death rate nationally, by November, could reach 200 a day
(per The Times and the BBC) unless we all take note of the guidelines and
remember …“Hands, Face, Space”

Ian Shenton

05/10/2020

District Councillor for Wootton Wawen Ward
(Wootton Wawen, Langley, Preston Bagot, Billesley, Bearley and Wilmcote)

County Councillor’s
Report
COMMUNITY SPIRIT NURTURED BY COVID-19
As the arrival of autumn reminds us of its close proximity to Christmas, we
can all reflect on 2020 as being an extremely difficult year and one that will
go down in global history. The national lockdown resulted in bringing a new
dimension to us all and nothing has been greater than the community spirit
which has emerged throughout all the villages in and around the District.
Family time, getting to know neighbours and avoiding the daily commute
are just things some of us have actually benefited from in the last few
months.
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Never before have so many parents spent so much time with their children
providing a unique opportunity to reconnect, create memories and evaluate
priorities. And now the children are back to school being educated in very
different environments that have added huge additional pressures to all the
teaching and support staff. Our thanks to them all for their patience and
perseverance.
The rule of six has once again put paid to the simple pleasures of
celebrating birthdays and other special occasions or by simply meeting up
with friends for a supper party chez nous. This all means that we are in this
together and the more we can do to stop the spread of infection, the more
time we can buy before a certified vaccine can be made available to help
save lives.
Our thanks continue to go out to our key workers across a wide range of
sectors who are looking after our everyday needs from wellbeing and health,
food and drink, transport, safety and waste collections, in addition to all the
vital local services. But our thoughts and prayers go out to all families who
have lost their loved ones before their time, which emphasises and provides
us all with a reminder that the way ahead is equally challenging.
As the county councillor for the Wellesbourne Division which includes
Bearley, Snitterfield, Hampton Lucy and surrounding villages, the last six
months has proved to be my busiest time ever, but it’s been a real privilege
to witness the expertise and professionalism by both Stratford District
Council and Warwickshire County Council staff.
Credit where its due, Public Health Warwickshire and the county
communities teams have done an amazing job, as has the district in swiftly
distributing over £30+ million in government grants to businesses in need
and delivering thousands of food parcels to vulnerable residents with
military precision, whilst retaining local services.
Whilst coronavirus cases are rising again in this second wave, as I write
there are potentially positive signs that these may be levelling in the
district. However, the message from Public Health Warwickshire is that it is
absolutely essential to continue to respect social distancing procedures,
and where possible keep this at two metres apart and implement rigorous
hand hygiene measures. In addition, the mandatory wearing of face
coverings in shops, supermarkets, banks, post offices, building societies
and on public transport is the way forward to keep safe, unless of course
you are exempt from doing so.
As we all look to the horizon for the return of normality, I do hope our newly
acquired community spirit will continue, so in the meantime, take care and
stay safe.

Anne Parry
Warwickshire County Councillor - Wellesbourne Division
07917 117737
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Bearley

Friends of
Bearley Village

We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall
between 2 and 4pm
The meeting on Tuesday 11th August was the first meeting at the Village
Hall since lockdown. Only a few ladies decided to attend but it was enjoyed
by all. The subject was their own interpretation of a Floral Afternoon Tea.
There was a complete Rose Cake with layered
leaves around the sides, a cupcake cake stand,
flowers in a decorative
mug and flowers in a
teapot, cup and saucer.

Friends of Bearley Village was set up in 2013 by Jo Wall as a charity, with the
aim to promote community activities and to hold events to raise money for
community projects within Bearley Village. Events have included annual
summer fete and produce shows, Winter Wonderland Christmas supper,
Easter Egg Hunts and most recently A-Z Bygone Bearley. These have been
great village events bringing together residents and friends of Bearley.
The money raised has been used to benefit Bearley in a number of ways, for
example, providing a bench, notice board, planters and plants for the village,
crockery for the village hall, donations towards the A3400 refuge, and
shelving for the telephone kiosk, as well as supporting village clubs and
activities. If you are starting a new venture or if you already have one and
need extra funding, as long as it is Bearley village related and for non
commercial purposes, you can apply to FoBV for funding by contacting us at
friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com

For the September Flower Club, the ladies had to create an autumnal
arrangement of their own choice. Two ladies took up this challenge in a
virtual Flower Club meeting as I was unable to hold it in the Village Hall due
to a family commitment.

Jo Wall

So what is planned for the future? Well, due to the restrictions on group
gatherings, FoBV have not been able to plan events for the coming year, but
hopefully, when restrictions are eased, we will be able to arrange a
community event for us all to enjoy.
It is through the hard work and enthusiasm of the trustees, committee
members and volunteers, both past and present, that all this has been
possible, so if you would like to know more or get involved in any way when
things start up again, it would be great to hear from you.
Friends of Bearley Village Committee

12

13

St Mary the Virgin,
Bearley
The Church is still going through
very difficult times and our
bishops seem to be following
more than strictly the secular
vision of how to beat Covid. It
seems we are not going back to
“normal” Christian Services
anytime in the near future.
We do not know, at the time of
writing, what is in Bishop
Christopher’s mind for the future of Arden Valley Benefice, and in particular
St Mary’s Bearley. It would be great to have Richard Mutter back with us- he
was starting to make a positive impression on the Benefice, encouraging
people- including young people - to come to Church and to find Christianity.
By the time this Beacon appears on the Bearley website… let us hope it is
not the final edition, thank you Elizabeth and Andrew Gorsuch for all you
have done… St Mary’s PCC will have held its delayed Annual Meeting
(APCM) at which and David (Churchwarden) and Jane (Secretary) will have
stood down after over 20 years, but are continuing on the PCC.
Sadly I have to report two deaths in the Village. Eileen Dickenson from
Grange Road and John Allies, also from Grange Road. John was a great
“unsung friend” of St Mary’s: quietly cutting hedges or putting out bins
always without being asked. A true volunteer. Our sincere condolences go to
all their friends and families.
Amazingly it is time to wish you a happy Christmas and a peaceful and
Covid-free New Year.
Yours in Christ, with Love

Jane Harrison
01789 731042
PS If you would like to receive the Church Magazine please let me know, it
is £5 a year subscription and contains much information of what is going on
in other parishes in the area.
Rector
Treasurer & PCC chairman
PCC Secretary:
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Rev Richard Mutter
David Harrison
Joan Wilkinson

Tel: 731475
Tel: 731042
Tel: 731649

Services in the
Arden Valley Benefice
St Mary’s Church is one of five churches which share the same parish
priest. Apart from Bearley, the other villages which belong to the benefice
are Snitterfield, Wolverton, Norton Lindsey and Langley. At the time of going
to press, our rector is still not able to take services but many are being taken
by the Rev Stig Graham. Until his retirement in March Stig was Chaplain to
the Myton Hospices, a position he had held since 2002.
St Mary’s is open for private prayer every day from 9 am to 6 pm.
The following list gives details of services to be held in the benefice during
November and December.
Thursday

1 Nov 9am-6pm St Mary's, Bearley open for commemoration
weekend, with Rev Stig Graham 1.30-2.30
10-4 pm St James', Snitterfield open
6.30 pm Zoom Evensong
Sunday
8 Nov Remembrance Sunday
(time tbc) Wolverton – Richard Liningstone/Dorothy
11 am
Norton Lindsey – Joan Wilkinson
10 am
Bearley – Rev. Stig Graham
11 am
Snitterfield – Rev Stig Graham
(time tbc) Langley (evening) – Rev Stig Graham
Sunday
15 Nov 11 am
Zoom Common Worship
Sunday
22 Nov 11 am
Zoom Common Worship
Sunday
29 Nov 11 am
St James’ Snitterfield (and Zoom) Common
Worship with baptism
Sunday
6 Dec 6.30 pm Zoom Evensong
Sunday
13 Dec 3 pm
Zoom Benefice Christingle
Sunday
20 Dec 11 am
Zoom Common Worship
Thursday 24 Dec (time tbc) Wolverton - Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
11 am
St James’ - Christmas Day Benefice Service
Sunday
20 Dec 11 am
St James’ (and Zoom) Common Worship

Rev Stig Graham has also offered to hold a mid-week service in a church of
the benefice other than St James, each week.
Additional Christmas services (e.g. Crib service at Wolverton) may be
planned for individual churches.
For details of connections to ZOOM services contact celiaspiers@gmail.com
For further information please see notice boards and www.bearley.org
Services in Church are subject to Covid Regulations in force at the time:
face masks, distancing, hand sanitising etc.
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Obituary

John Allies
by his daughter, Julie Webb
Sadly we said goodbye to Dad, on Saturday
20th September. Dad was born in “School
House” Wythall on May 17th 1932. He was
never allowed to escape school as it had
an adjoining door that went into his
parents’ lounge.
He met the love of his life at a very
young age and after going to court to
get permission to get wed, they married
at Tamworth in Arden on September
26th 1953. Mum was 18, Dad 21. They
started married life in Dorridge, eventually moving to a small holding in
Dorsington.
Growing up in Dorsington was always hectic with animals to be looked after
and lots of visitors. Dad always encouraged us to have ago at everything
whether it was painting a fence or building a tree house. With 3 young
children they managed to find time to foster 39 babies, eventually adopting
the last baby.

My sister wrote this poem for his 80th Birthday:
We go back a long way my Dad and me,
I remember when I would sit on his knee,
He sang about a happy land far far away,
And to that place he took us all, a place for us to play.
I remember when my Dad, gave me a lamb to keep,
I loved that lamb, I thought I was Bo-Peep,
When I came home from school one day, My lamb I could not see,
Until I sat down at the table and had my lamb for tea
I remember when my Dad, took our donkey for a ride,
It shot off down the lane, with Dad straddled underside.
Christmas plucking turkeys, holidays to Bucks Mills
Making lots of sandcastles, Dad eating jellied eels.
So many memories, so many I could share
But best of all, was having you there.
You built a strong foundation Dad, no one can take away,
Life lessons that you taught, have helped me to this day..
I’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all, for your kindness
towards him. Dad always enjoyed the chat with people passing when he was
in his garden. He will be greatly missed by a lot of people especially his 4
children, 7 Grandchildren and 10 Great Grandchildren.
“God Bless you Dad”

Julie X

Mum and Dad moved to Bearley more than 25 years ago and quickly
became very much part of the village. Dad would enjoy helping tidy up the
churchyard as well as helping me with my garden.
Dad was always hard working and compassionate towards everyone.
Always eager to help out, and usually knowing the answer to any problem or
having the right tool to fix it.
After losing Mum 5years ago, its been hard for him to overcome the
loneliness. He joined the computer club, for the company and the tea and
biscuits being an added bonus!! He also became an active committee
member of FoBV. A lot of you probably remember him from “Santa’s Grotto”
along with Gwen at the Christmas Fayre [see back cover photo], and on the
Tombola at the Summer Fayre.
Dad found lockdown very hard and missed his daily visits to friends and
neighbours.
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Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club

Bearley Book Group

‘Friends are like rainbows – always there to cheer you up after a storm’
Unfortunately, Monday 16th March was our last club meeting because of the
World Wide Pandemic. We all miss our favourite sport although some
members have been able to play with the necessary restrictions at the Avon
Bowls Club by the river in Stratford-upon-Avon.

Bearley Book Group was established in February 2011 and had 12 original
members. A couple of people have left the group but three more have joined
recently and we are flourishing with 13 of us - a Baker’s Dozen!

But our Club has continued to be a happy and social club for all members.
On four occasions during
the summer we held a
party in the car park at
Bearley Village Hall. Members were invited to drive
into the car park with their
portable chairs and their
own refreshments. On two
occasions the weather was
Party in the Car Park, 1st June 2020
warm enough to sit on the
field, socially distanced of course. We were able to exchange news together
and actually played ‘Rocky Road Bowls’ on the field. The state of the field was
far from level so the ability of bowlers was not too good. But the events were
enjoyable even though it was wet on the other two afternoons.

Over lockdown we
have been meeting
via Zoom and we
have been lucky
enough to enjoy good
weather and warm
evenings over the
summer. and have
met up in member’s
gardens - all socially
distanced of course.

Our current book is ‘City of Girls’ by Elizabeth
Gilbert and we have just finished ‘Where the
Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens, which everyone
really enjoyed.

Our Chair has sent regular letters to all members, each accompanied by a
quiz. These have been well received and the quizzes often shared with family
members either in the home or online.
The letters usually have a theme, well resourced by the Chair, such as the
media, art appreciation, VE day, and the NHS as well as Sport and Music.
There is always something new that is interesting or something we had
forgotten and was good to be reminded about. Members have sent their
contributions on two occasions with the themes ‘What bugs me’ and ‘My
personal mantra’ with some unexpected and surprising results.
Friendships in the Club are very important so everyone has regular phone
calls to check they are OK.
We were hoping to arrange a Club Get-together in the Village Hall but
government guidelines have put paid to that, so at the present moment the
Chair may facilitate Zoom meetings for those who wish to participate in the
near future. Wow we are all learning new skills!

Rhoda Lingard
Chair, Snipes Short Mat Bowls Club
Tel: 01527 500655
Mobile:07720432898
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At the time of writing, lockdown rules
mean that we will have to go back to
meeting via Zoom but we are all keen
to carry on the Book Group as it will
be our 10th Anniversary in February
2021.

Amanda Bolger
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THE Y-NOT CLUB
So what is Y-Not?

BEARLEY LADIES’

TABLE TENNIS

� It is a club with few restrictions especially for ladies,
where members suggestions are met with “Y-Not
give it a try!”. We aim to have a bit of fun, perhaps
learn something new and share time with old friends and new.
� Since opening in January 2019, we have designed and decorated cards,
made our own pendants and ear-rings, created amazing Easter bonnets
and beautiful autumn wreaths, as well having talks on ‘Life in Tudor
times’, ‘The Lady Bailiff’. We also enjoyed a presentation on Bearley
vineyard and sampled its wines.

So what next for Y-Not?
� At the moment we are only meeting in small groups from time to time and
keeping in touch through emails and telephone.
� Once Covid restrictions are eased we plan to resume our monthly
meetings on Monday evenings at Bearley Village Hall.
� We hope that we will all be able to meet up again soon, so Y-Not (why not!)
come along and join us when we do. You’ll be sure of a warm welcome!
� If you want to find out a bit more contact me on 07447903093.

Suzanne Hotten
Opening �mes
8.30 am - 3.30 pm
Monday - Friday

� Fully qualified, experienced and caring staff
� Excellent indoor and outdoor play facili�es and equipment
� Forest School
� Strong links with Sni�erfield Primary School
Vacancies now for government funded places.
For a visit, prospectus or informa�on, please contact:
Mrs Sarah Clark Snitterfield Nursery School Ltd 01789-731974
Or visit our website www.snitterfieldnursery.co.uk
A not-for-profit organisa�on
OFSTED Reg EY450987 Ltd. Company 07672389
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The Bearley ladies’ table tennis group has been running in the village hall for
seventeen years with an ever-changing membership as people have left the
village and newcomers have joined. Starting the group with just four members
and one table we have been regularly playing competitive doubles over the years
on Monday mornings. As numbers increased we purchased another table and
now we have ten members which works well with two tables.
When lockdown came the village hall closed and we followed the ever more
popular trend of meeting up on Zoom where we continued to practise our table
tennis skills by playing individual bat and ball games alongside other fun table
tennis linked games. In July we started playing outdoor table tennis on the field
next to the village hall meeting up on a rotational basis so we could follow the
lockdown “rule of six”. Outdoor table tennis presented new challenges; the wind
that carried the balls away, the sun shining in our eyes, and the dogs on their
daily walks expecting to join in the games! As lockdown eased we returned to
fortnightly meetings inside the village hall using information from ”Table Tennis
England” as our guide, playing singles, and following all the staying safe rules
set up in the village hall.
The village hall committee has been wonderful helping us over the past months,
and it is due to their work that the village hall is open and a safe place for people
to meet. Thank you.

Jo LePage

Jacquie Meaden
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Bearley United Football Team - recent matches
Saturday 19th September 2020
Saturday 5th September 2020
Bearley United FC played Stratford AFC at home. This was their first ever
league match. Despite a great performance in the first half Bearley lost the
game. The final score was 3-0 to Stratford.
Bearley United plays in Blue
and Black.

Bearley (playing in blue)
hosted Tysoe United
(black and white striped) in
the Stratford-upon-Avon
Football Alliance League –
Walls & Ceilings Division.
This was Bearley’s third ever
official league match and
their performance continues
to improve on the pitch as
they get experience.
Bearley took the lead in the first half but Tysoe as the more experienced
team scored three times in the second, two from set pieces. So we lost to
Tysoe 3-1, but it was a better performance.

Saturday 26th September
Bearley United travelled to Bloxley
near Shipston for their fourth league
football match, this time against
‘Bloxley Sports’. Having shown ‘on
the pitch’ improvements game by
game, the effort and training paid off
as they secured 3 league points with
a win.
Bearley played some great football
and put 5 past the Bloxley keeper
and conceded 3. Goal scorers were
Dion Hillman from a free kick, Tom Arnold and George Ross (who scored a
hat trick).
th

Saturday 12 September 2020
We were away to AFC Alcester Town. Despite a strong start Bearley
suffered a heavy defeat of 7-0.
Coach Andy Spiller said: “The second half let us down and we’re now
implementing additional fitness training to increase the team’s stamina. The
score-line did not reflect how well the team played against a younger more
established side with a few seasons already under their belt. Our boys gave
their all to the whistle”
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Saturday 3rd October
Bearley travelled to Shipston. The match was played under difficult
conditions as the rain continued to fall throughout. The match was due to
be played at home but our pitch was flooded.
Bearley knew they were up for a challenging game as Shipston were fielding
some good players from another league (as well as a player from the Vets!).
Shipston went 2 goals up and Bearley showed tremendous heart as they
held this for a significant portion of the match. Despite Bearley scoring a
stunning goal on the break, Shipston took the 3 points with a 5-1 lead.

Dave Charlton
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CRICKET NEWS
The cost of a basic tablet to provide access is not prohibitive (often it is a
hand-me-down from family). What is a commitment is the cost of setting up
broadband in the home and the ongoing monthly charge for even a basic data
package. Once a week at the Village Hall is not enough. Using a smartphone
is an alternative, though once data is being used when surfing the net, then
again cost may become a problem. One alternative is a neighbour offering
access to their router.

Action during last year’s Hathaway/Smith 20/20 match

This season there was no official Cotswold Hills League cricket. Instead the
league opted to arrange friendly cricket between local cricket clubs. We
played 5-6 games with other local clubs so we could continue to enjoy some
cricket down at Bearley and make use of all the hard work we had done on
the cricket square and outfield. We also managed to get our annual
Hathaway/Smith 20 NEWS/20 cups played between the members of the club
to remember our former groundsman Adie Smith and our former club
treasurer Henry Hathaway who we both sadly lost a couple of years back.
The game was a great success, ending in a tie.

Greg Castle

COMPUTER CLUB
aka DIGITAL INCLUSION
The Digital Inclusion grant was established by Stratford District Council and
Orbit Housing in 2016. It was applied for, and granted to, Bearley Village Hall
and Sportsfield Charity. The grant’s purpose was for the provision of
broadband for the Village Hall, purchase of tablets for use by members and
the provision of the Village Hall Meeting Room.

It is pleasing that the members have picked up the basics. One of the most
valued uses is communication with friends and family. Email, Messenger,
WhatsApp, or equivalent, are used for both text and photographs. However,
without broadband at home, once a week communication at the Village Hall
is not ideal.
Computer Club/Digital Inclusion meet in normal times once a week on a
Friday morning. However, there are no meetings currently planned with a
review in January. They are friendly meetings with no pressure other than us
all learning and relearning aspects of using tablets and developing new skills
as confidence increases. Whilst most members supply their own, Apple iPad
or Android Tablet basic tablets are available for members to get started. There
is no charge for attending.
Anyone is welcome. If you wish to know more or wish to attend, please
contact Graham – telephone 731545. It is realised that until printed copies of
the Bearley Beacon are available again those without broadband will be
somewhat disenfranchised. Details for potential members will be via the
Parish Council Notice Board.
On a more serious note John Allies, one of our founder members, sadly died in
September and he certainly will be missed. Our sympathies to his family.

Graham Musson

Whilst the grant was to enable individuals to become digitally literate, there
is often concern when personal details are required, especially banking. To an
extent this is concerning as access to many services provided by the
government, NHS, banking, shopping, reading the Bearley Beacon, etc. are
becoming more difficult without internet access. It is then that family or
friends are necessary.
24
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IMPROVED UBUS SERVICE

JOIN OURDRIVE

to ChangeLives

B

efore coronavirus struck, demand for
community transport was rising drama�cally
in Warwickshire, driven by the needs of some
of our most vulnerable residents. Those who
needed help to get to hospitals and health services
… to stroke clubs, dance classes and many more
social ac�vi�es. To do things many of us then took
for granted!

Malcolm, volunteer driver, with Helen

Helen and Malcolm’s story

As a volunteer driver, you’ll enjoy flexible hours to
suit your lifestyle. The work may be challenging
and also great fun! You can make a difference to
other people’s lives in a very short �me - and it can
change your life too, giving you new interests and
confidence.

Helen and Malcolm first met two years ago and
haven’t stopped cha�ng since! Helen wanted
more independence as she reached her 20s,
preferring not to rely on family members for
li�s. Malcolm was recently widowed and was
at a loss to know what to do - un�l his family
suggested volunteer driving. “I hadn’t expected
to find someone I got on as well with as Malcolm,”
explains Helen. “We
laugh and chat all
the �me and he’s so
reliable.” And it feels
like he’s part of her
family, too!
Malcolm and Helen
have driven thousands
of miles to keep up
with all her interests.
Studying Counselling
at Coventry
University, Helen has
volunteered with Guy’s Gi�, and is passionate
about Wheelchair Dance, compe�ng at na�onal
level (and having appeared on Midlands Today).
Un�l recently, she a�ended weekly classes in
Birmingham and trained and competed regularly and Malcolm would always be there, having added
a newfound passion for Wheelchair Dance to his
other favourite social ac�vity, playing snooker! “It
was lovely to see all the dancers together - it was a
great addi�on to my social life,” he says.

We’ve taken every precau�on to make our service
as safe and suppor�ve as possible for drivers and
passengers alike. This includes providing volunteers
with a wri�en agreement, detailed guidance and
procedures to follow, PPE (including face masks for
drivers and passengers) and prac�cal advice.

If you’re interested in volunteering as a community
transport driver, please get in touch immediately:
call VASA on 01789 262889 or
email emma@vasa.org.uk.
We’d like to hear from you even
if you can’t start straight away.

And un�l March, when pandemic hit, this was
what VASA helped to provide every day. Our
services help change people’s lives, as you can
see from Helen and Malcolm’s story shared here.
We’re really looking forward to helping Helen and
many passengers like her when it’s safe for our full
services to resume again.
In the mean�me, we’ve managed to restart our
transport service for medical appointments thanks
to our fantas�c team of volunteers. Community
spirit is at an all �me high - and we need you to
help us keep up the great work too! We’re keen to
recruit more drivers as soon as possible as demand
is star�ng to rise again and more people need to get
to medical appointments. Here’s how you can help
our vulnerable passengers as a volunteer …
For some people, you may be the only person they
can chat to that day. Knowing they can rely on
someone who’ll turn up on �me, drive them to the
right place and be ready to collect them a�er their
appointment, makes them feel more confident and
less stressed. And community transport is usually
much cheaper than using taxis.
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UBUS is for those who
cannot access public
transport because of mobility
issues or those who live in
an area with limited public
transport or no bus service
at all. The buses are free for
those with a concessionary
bus pass; otherwise, fees are
£4.00 single and £6.00 return.
From Monday 26 October the UBUS offers an improved service operating
every day Monday – Friday from 0930 until 1900, except between 1430 and
1630 on school days. This gives a substantial increase in the number of
potential journeys that can be made whilst continuing to operate school
contracts to ensure that the service remains cost-effective.
All UBUS vehicles will now have 16 seats and, as previously, will be able to
accommodate a wheelchair passenger. However, because of Covid-19
restrictions, these 16-seater minibuses can only transport five passengers.
Drivers are currently unable to provide the level of assistance they did before
Covid-19 e.g. carrying shopping bags or physically assisting passengers
onto the vehicle. However, with the use of additional personal protective
equipment, drivers can still assist wheelchair users.
Face coverings
must be worn by passengers unless they have an exemption. Drivers will
also wear face coverings.

Registering with UBUS
To use the UBUS service people must register by calling 01789 264491, and
must book journeys in advance of travel.

Booking a Journey
The booking centre is now open from 0830 to 1800 and the telephone
number is 01789 264491. Bookings can also be made via email
ubus@stratford-dc.gov.uk or by texting 01536 609 122.

UBUS Zones
There are now five UBUS zones. Bearley , Claverdon, Norton Lindsey,
Snitterfield, Wilmcote and Wootton Wawen are all in the zone centred on
Henley-in-Arden. Passengers may travel anywhere within their zone or to/
from Stratford-upon-Avon.
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Rubbish and
Recycling

Warwickshire and Solihull

Libraries

In Bearley, Stratford District Council collects bins every Tuesday, but the type
of bin collected alternates week-by-week as shown below:
� Recycling (blue lid/grey bin) & green waste (green bin)
� Rubbish (All-grey Bin)

The mobile library service and the home library deliveries service

Please ensure that bins are available from 6 am on the day of your collection.

remain suspended until further notice.

Online services are still available at
https://library.warwickshire.gov.uk/iguana/www.main.cls?surl=eBooks
� Download eBooks and eAudio books for up to three weeks.
� No more overdues as your items are automatically returned when your
loan period ends.

Stratford-upon-Avon Library
Opening hours: Monday – Friday 9.30 am – to 5 pm; Saturday 10 am – 3pm.
A ‘Grab and Go’ service Is now available on the ground floor only. You can:

� Browse and borrow books from our shelves, and self-issue (for up to 30
minutes).
� Request books online and collect in the library.
� Choose books from our shelves and self-issue (for up to 30 minutes).
� Returns are via a le�erbox at the side of the building, next to the public
walkway. Available during library opening hours only.
� Computer sessions bookable in advance online, by phone or ask inside (for
up 45 minutes).
� Library Account enquiries and general enquiries including joining.
All other services remain unavailable.
COVID-19 precautions
� All visitors should wear a face covering, sanitise their hands, and provide
contact information for NHS Test & Trace on entry. Please do not visit the
library if you have any symptoms of coronavirus.
� We can only allow a limited number of people into the library at any one
time. You may have to wait a short time before entering.
� You do not need an appointment but visits are limited to 30 minutes.
� Quarantining and cleaning measures for returned books will be in place
before they are reused. Your returned items may not be removed from your
account for up to 5 days.
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Recycling Rubbish Recycling Rubbish Recycling
November
2020
December
2020

3

10

17

24

1

8

15

22
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Recycling textiles
Did you know that you can take your textiles to be recycled at
our Recycling Centres? Alternatively, they can be left on top
of the lid or by the side (not inside) of any bin on your normal
collection day, provided they are small enough to fit into the
storage facility at the rear of the refuse collection vehicle. By
doing this you are helping to raise funds for Guide Dogs for
the Blind. Please try to pair up shoes though!

Slim Your Bin
Click this link https://warwickshire.slim-your-bin.com/
to learn how to recycle more and waste less in order to
shed pounds from your rubbish bin. By slimming your
bin, you’ll help to shrink your environmental footprint
and save money at the same time. There are prizes!

Burton Farm Recycling Centre
You can now book appointments at Warwickshire Household Waste Recycling
Centres. Cars that turn up on the day without a booking will be turned away. To
book, click on this link: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingburtonfarm .
Please carefully read the information in the booking process.
Please be aware that winter hours commenced on Thursday 1st October. This
means that all sites shut by 3:15pm on weekdays and by 4:15pm on weekends.
The Age UK Reuse shop is closed. For a visit with a car and small trailer there is
only a limited number of spaces on certain days .
Thank you for keeping up with the changes to help keep us all safe.
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Facing the challenge in Warwickshire
From the Warwickshire County Council website
There is a range of things that you can do as individuals to reduce your carbon footprint
and, therefore, your impact on climate change. Below are some suggestions and
schemes that you can access now.

Green Homes Grant
Homeowners and landlords in England can apply for a voucher towards the cost of
installing energy-efficient and low-carbon heating improvements to homes, which
could help save up to £600 a year on energy bills.
The government will provide a voucher to help cover up to two-thirds of the cost of
qualifying improvements for your home. The maximum value of the voucher is
£5,000.
If you are a homeowner and either you or a member of your household receives one
of the qualifying means-tested benefits, you may be able to receive up to 100% of the
cost of the improvements. The maximum value of this voucher is £10,000.
Click for More information and how to apply for the Green Homes Grant

Warwickshire Switch and Save – 100% green energy
Join Warwickshire Switch and Save for free and without obligation. We manage the
scheme in conjunction with iChoosr and it is open to all UK energy customers owning or renting a property. You can sign up as long as your name is on the energy bill.
Pre-pay meter users can also register and there are several tariffs available including
pre-payment, electric only and dual fuel (electricity and gas).
Many suppliers have increased their standard tariffs in the last few months, so now
is a good time to see how much you can save. These are their ‘standard variable tariffs’. Suppliers will put you on this if you haven’t switched before or if your fixed-term
contract has ended. Seven out of ten households are on a standard tariff, which
means these households could save the most by switching suppliers.
To register for the scheme, you will need a copy of your annual statement or recent
electricity and/or gas bill. You can register either online or by phone - 0800 988 2881
This is good news for your pocket, but also good news for the environment as
iChoosr only include providers who offer 100% green energy in their reverse auction
process.

Warm and Well in Warwickshire
Warm and Well in Warwickshire is supported by Act on Energy and provides a number of services such as help and advice, practical support such as boiler or heating
replacements, emergency heaters, boiler servicing, additional support for loft and
cavity wall insulation for people with cold homes, low incomes and health conditions.
Act on Energy itself can help with grants for insulation, boilers and switching energy
suppliers. Find out more online, by email advice@actonenergy.org.uk or over the
phone: 0800 988 2881
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comes to Bearley
Once Britain was heavily wooded. Now
only 10% of England is woodland, giving it
one of the lowest forest covers in Europe.
The Heart of England Forest has an ambitious vision to plant, protect and preserve
a huge broadleaf forest – a place of tranquillity and natural beauty that’s open to
anyone and planted with the help and
support of everyone.
The forest stretches across the heart of
England, from the ancient Forest of Arden, south to the edge of the Vale of Evesham. It’s an area dense in cities, towns
and industry which is why a place to walk
under shady canopies and through airy
glades, away from the bustle of city life is
desperately needed. It will provide a lung
for the Midlands, and the mosaic of forest
habitats and farming will increase biodiversity, providing a vital haven for wildlife. So far, the Forest covers 4,000 acres
of new woodland. That’s more than 1.8
million trees. The dream is for it to become 30,000 acres
In September, all residents of Bearley Village received a letter from the Heart of
England Forest explaining about the proposed extension of the Forest into the
area around Bearley and Pathlow. There
was an opportunity (now gone) to complete a survey. The area can be seen in the map.
It may take up to three years from acquiring a piece of land to planting trees and shaping the Forest on the ground so nothing will happen overnight, but I hope we will soon
be able to enjoy walking along the woodland rides listening to the birdsong near our
homes.

The Editor
adapted from the letter mentioned above from
Laura Diep,
Marketing and Communications Manager
Heart of England Forest
For more details go to https://www.heartofenglandforest.com/
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Emergency999
For non-emergency(register & Logs
Incident or Complaint) call 101
Pleasenote a 101call immediately registers
anyincident and will beattended

Cedar Lodge
Dementia, residential
and nursing care home
Putting care at the heart of your decision
MHA is an award-winning charity, with over 75 years’
experience providing care and supporting families,
so we know what’s important for you.
Cedar Lodge offers:
• Compassionate staff who care for everyone as
an individual
• Personalised care plans, developed with
residents and their family
• A wide range of activities and entertainment
• Home cooked meals prepared by in-house chefs

Call or visit us online to arrange a visit

01789 731168
www.mha.org.uk/cedarlodge
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Gwen Smith as the Elf with
the late John Allies as Father Christmas
at Bearley Christmas Fair in 2017
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