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Wootton Wawen Ward - District Councillor’s report as at 20/09/2021 

 
 

 
General 
Much of the focus over recent weeks has been centred on the fire at Ettington, the proposed merger with Warwick 
District Council plus the proposed boundary changes. 
I’ve spent a fair bit of my time dealing with the waste contract as well, plus setting up a Community Speed watch 
Team in Wootton Wawen. 
 

Garden waste subscription scheme 
As at Monday 19/09/2021 we had 48,650 subscriptions raising around £1.8m. This is a substantially better result than 
even I had hoped for and shows the value of the service to residents.  
 

Blue bins and the fire at Ettington 
As you’ll know July was a memorable month, I went on holiday on the Saturday and the facility was a blaze on the 
Monday, I watched over developments from the Yorkshire Moors. The fire has only recently died as the decision was 
taken to let it burn itself out so that the minimum amount of water was put on the fire to avoid contamination of the 
surrounding land and watercourses. The good news is that whilst there were 31 people on site no one was injured, the 
bad news is that they have lost their jobs. 
The recyclate (the rubbish that goes into your blue bin) has had to be sent to Worcester and London. 1/3rd goes to 
Worcester at a cost of £65 per tonne to process (gate fee) whilst the remaining 2/3rds goes to London at a gate fee of 
around £90 per tonne. Contrast this with our normal gate fee of £28 per tonne. The contracts we have take us to the 
end of October and in the meantime we are actively looking for somewhere cheaper to place our recyclate but this is 
not an easy task as there aren’t that many MRF’s (Material Recycling Centres) that are not operating at full capacity 
already. Of those that have capacity at present there isn’t one that could take all of our tonnage and of those some 
don’t take co-mingled (unsorted) waste, like we have. They have us over a barrel at the moment but the problem will 
also impact Warwick from July next year until our new MRF is completed in late 2023. As you can imagine this is 
placing a strain on our finances and it’s probably just as well that we have been able to raise so much from the green 
waste charge. Budgeting will be interesting over the next few months. 
 

Proposal to merge with Warwick DC 
The 13/12/2021 is a key date as that is when the decision will be made in full Council whether to merge or just 
continue to share services. 
In the meantime the consultation on this commenced 6th September and runs until Sunday 24th October, 2021. 
Everyone has an opportunity to have their say. I would be very interested to hear what Parish Councillors and 
residents think about this whether directly or via the consultation process as it will obviously have some bearing on 
everyone’s thinking on the day. 
All service heads are now being shared across the two district councils and the next part is to merge the teams and 
hopefully make the savings we think should be there as we become more efficient and rationalised. 
Further changes on sharing services will emerge and this is running independently of any decision on whether the two 
district councils should merge. 
I will update the meeting verbally on further progress on sharing services at the PC meeting. 
 

Boundary changes 
The boundary commission have submitted their proposals and these can be found at Stratford on Avon Draft 
Recommendations Report.pdf. 
Again you can make comments on this and I would encourage you to do so. The closing date for comments is the 8th 
November 2021. 

Garden Waste subscription 
Just as a reminder, if you haven’t subscribed and are not 

displaying a permit on your green bin, it won’t be emptied. 
As at 19/09/2021 48,650 permits had been purchased and over 

75% of dwellings with a garden had at least one permit 
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SDC in their submission suggested that Langley should become part of Snitterfield along with Preston Bagot, whilst 
Billesley would go to Kinwarton. The Boundary Commission disagreed and have said that Wilmcote should go to 
Kinwarton, Billesley to Salford Priors, and Bearley to Claverdon whilst all the small villages from the edge of 
Mappleborough Green to Wootton Wawen including Spernal, plus Ullenhall should be included in the Wootton Wawen 
Ward. Langley and Preston Bagot would therefore stay in my ward. As the aim is to increase the number of District 
Councillors to 41 from 36 currently there was a need to redraw boundaries to create this average as the number of 
wards is being reduced by 1 to 35. 6 of the new wards will therefore have 2 Councillors. The average of 2799 electors 
per ward forecast for 2027 will be a reduction from the 3188 currently. 
As we may merge with Warwick DC and/or be subsumed by Warwick County Council any changes are likely to have 
to be revisited well before the above changes, due to be ready in in time for the April 2023 elections and in my opinion 
will not happen until April 2024 after revising the boundaries again.  
The aim is to get to an average number of electors in each ward allowing for population growth. 
 

Covid – 19 
As you will see from the table below whilst the case rate is falling again, it is still high, higher than this time last year, 
with hospital cases nationally higher than this time last year and the death rate remaining generally at over a 100 
again higher than this time last year. As we move indoors during autumn and winter we will need to keep a close 
watch on the numbers but the feeling is that another lockdown will not happen, it wouldn’t be effective or complied with 
so maybe we are at the point where we just have to learn to live with this and take what precautions we feel personally 
are appropriate. Pressure on hospital beds will increase possibly because of flu/pneumonia and the desire to make 
inroads into the backlog of hospital cases.  
 
 

 
 
 
General 
The last few weeks have seen an influx of visitors into Stratford Town Centre with the result that over the last 8 weeks 
the number of vehicles in our car parks was higher than at the equivalent point in 2019. Whilst most are domestic 
visitors we saw over the Food Festival weekend evidence of more foreign tourists as restrictions are being lifted. 

 
Feel free to contact me if you need further details. 

 
 

Cllr Ian Shenton 
District Councillor for Wootton Wawen Ward (Wootton Wawen, Langley, Preston Bagot, Billesley, Bearley, & 

Wilmcote) – Tel 07971 343073 or 01564 795360 

 

mailto:ian.shenton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

